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T  O    T  H  E 

READER. 


PREFACES,  methinks,    are 
ib    much    like    the   Wrhttd 
Bills  pafted  upon  the  Booths 
in   Bartholomew -Fair,     to   give  an 
Account  of   the  Entertainment  you 
are  to  expect  within  •  that  were  it  not 
in  pure  Compliance  to  Cwftom,  one 
would  for! wear  writing  any.    But  the 
World  is  Humorous,  and  muft  be 
ferv'd  according  to  its  own  Fafhion. 
Every  Thing  is  damn'd  that  is  not 
a-h-mode.     And  he  that  publilhes  a 
Book,   without  civilly  accofting  the 
A  .3 
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To  tie  READER. 
Reader  at  the  Beginning,  is  thought 
to  intrench  upon  Good  Manners. 

To  prevent  all  thefe  Inconvenien- 
ces, 'tis  thought  fit  once  more  to  fay 
a  Word  or  two,  not  in  Praifc  of  this 
Volume  of  Letters,  (e'en  let  it  take 
its  Fortune  as  the  other  Four  have 
done,)  but  by  Way  of  dfology  for 
fome  Things,  which  may  leem  liable 
to  Cenfure. 

SOME,  perhaps,  will  be  offended 
at  the  Zeal  which  appears  in  this 
jjrMan,  when  he  writes  in  Honour 
of  the  Mahometan  Faith.  Others 
will  as  much  wonder  at  his  Loofenejs 
and  Indifference,  his  Dcubtftilnefs  of 
all  Things  :  For,  in  fome  of  his 
Letters  he  appears  a  great  See f  tick, 
and  confefTes  himlclf  Jo. 

THESE  Gentlemen  ought  to  con- 
fidcr,  That  his  Style  and  Sentiments 
are  fuited  to  the  .Quality  of  the  Per* 
fon  to  whom  he  writes.     To  his  inti- 
mate 


fo  the  READER. 

mate  Friends  he  unboibms  himfclf 
\vith  Abundance  of  Franknefs ;  but 
when  he  addreifes  to  the  Mitftt^  or 
other  Grandees  of  the  Porte^  he  is 
Cautious  and  Rejerv'd. 

IT  may  be  fuppofed,  that  he  uti- 
derftood  himielf  very  well,  or  die 
he  was  not  fit  for  that  Employment  in 
Paris.  And,  without  doubt,  har- 
ing  had  his  Education  in  the  Seraglio  ^ 
as  he  profeffes,  he  was  no  Stranger  to 
the  Pttnffilio't  of  Addreft  ufed  in  the 
farkijb  Court.  It  was  his  Policy  and 
Intirefl  to  appear  a  very  devout 
Mahometan^  when  he  wrote  to  the 
Mnlfters  of  State  :  And,  Jtrs  poffi- 
ble  he  was  fo  in  Reality,  or  at  leaft 
perfuaded  himielf  ib,  at  certain  Sea- 
ions.  .And  yet  this  hinders  not,  .but 
he  might,  at  other  Times,  take  the 
Liberty  to  defcant  on  ibme  dbfordi- 
ths  in  their  Doftrines  and  Practice, 
when  He  wrote  to  his  Familiars, 
and  was  minded  to  converie  with 
Freedom. 

A  4  IF 


?o  tie  READER. 

IF  in  fome  Points  he  feems  to  give 
Credit  to  the  Arabian  Writer^  who 
have  treated  of  Egypt  and  its  Anti- 
quities j  in  others,  he  fhews  himlelf 
a  Man  not  over- fond  of  Fables  and 
Romances* 

HOWEVER.,  let  his  Opinions  be  what 
they  will,  and  his  Sentiments  never  ib 
extravagant  in  Matters  of  Speculation 
and  Controverfy,  fo  long  as  his  Morals 
are  Ibund  and  good,  there's  no  Occa- 
fion  to  be  captious.  We  need  not 
fear  that  any  Chriflian,  or  any  Man 
of  Senfe  will  be  proleJy  ted  by  his  Let- 
ters, to  a  Religion,  which  he  himfelf, 
tho*  profeffing  it,  yet  Ib  often  doubts 
of,  and  ridicules. 

HE  fpeaks  very  honourably  of 
CHRIST,  and  impartially  of  Chr't- 
fl'ians,  accufing  their  Vices  rather  than 
their  Doftrims,  and  appearing  all  a- 
long  a  moderate  Man  in  his  Sentiments 
of  Religion^  and  a  Friend  to  Virtue  and 

Rt&fotl* 


To  tie  READER.      • 

Reafon.  If  he  difcovers  feme  Fail- 
ings, in  being  too  melancholy,  confi- 
der,  That  he  was  a  Mortal  like  other 
Men.  However,  Reader^  admire  his 
untainted  Loyalty,  and  imitate  it. 

You  will  find  in  this  Volume  true 
Hiftory,  with  Variety  of  folid  Re- 
marks ;  and  not  a  few  Secrets  of  Car- 
dinal Mazarini  and  Oliver  Cromwell 
uncabinetted  :  Particularly,  that  fa- 
mous Intrigue  carried  on  by  Colonel 
Spintelet  and  his  Confederates,  to  fave 
Oft  end  from  being  iurpriz'd  by  the 
French  in  the  Year  1 63  H,  and  to  bub- 
ble Two  of  the  ablefl  Sttfefmtn  in 
Eurofe. 

AFTER  all,  allure  thyfelf,  that  the 
next  Volume  will  contain  more  Illuftri- 
ous  Relations  than  any  that  has  gone 
before  :  Where  you  will  hear  of  an 
End  put  to  the  War  between  France 
and  Spit'tH,  after  it  had  lafted  Five  and 
twenty  Years ;  and  the  Marriage  of 
Lewis  XIV.  with  the  Sfanijh  Injanta^ 
A  as 


To  the  READER. 

as  alfo  of  an  univerfal  Peace  in  Chrijl- 
endom  :  The  Reftoration  of  Charles 
the  Second  to  his  Crown  and  King- 
doms, aftep  Twelve  Years  Exile  in 
Foreign  Countries,  and  Twelve  fe- 
veral  Revolutions  of  Government, 
here  at  Home.  With  many  other 
Memorable  and  Important  Events 
and  Tranlactions  in  the  World  :  As 
the  dreadful  Earthquake  which  over- 
turn'd  Part  of  the  (Py reman  Moun- 
tains ;  the  more  destructive  Plague, 
\vhich  fwept  away  almoft  an  Hun- 
dred Thoufand  People  in  London  j 
and  the  deplorable  /*»*,  which  con- 
lumed  the  greateft  Part  of  that  fa- 
mous CITY,  in  the  Space  of  three 
Days. 

You  will  there  alfo  find  an  Account 
of  the  Death  of  that  Great  Minifter 
of  State,  Cardinal  Mazarini :  Of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  >  Uncle  to  the  French 
King :  Of  the  Dutchels  of  Savoy  :  Of 
Carolus  Jojefhus,  the  Emperor's  Bro- 
ther :  Of  the  Duke  of  yendofme:  Of 

the 


To  the  READER. 

the  Queen-Mother  of  France,  and  of 
Philip  IV.  King  of  Spfiit^  with  other 
Perfons  of  Princely  Quality. 

FOR  this  jirablan  was  careful  to 
tranfrnit  to  the  Ottoman  Porn-  I-  uiii- 
gence  of  all  Things  which  were  moil 
remarkable  in  Europe.  And  that  his 
Letters  might  not  ieem  tedious,  he 
intermix'd  Moral  Reflttiions,  with 
Ibme  Maxims  of  ^Policy,  Elfays  of 
ReafoH)  and  now  and  then,  a  Touch 
of  Philofopby  :  And  if  we  may  gueis 
at  the  Cauie  of  his  more  abounding 
in  thefe  kind  of  Mifcellany  Difcoiirfes 
after  the  Year  i6j<^.  than  he  did  be- 
fore ;  it  fcems  probable,  That  a  Ge- 
neral Peace  about  that  Time  being 
Eitabliih'd  in  Europe^  he  had  little 
clle  to  write,  but  his  Obferviitkvs 
on  the  fcveral  States  and  Courts  of 
Chriftian  Princes,  the  different  Man- 
ners, Cuftoms  and  Laws  of  People  ; 
the  Councils  and  Intrigues  of  Statel- 
men  :  With  fuch  other  Matters  as 
occurred  worthy  of  Notice. 

A  6  IF 


To  the  READER. 

IF  either  in  this  Volume ',  or  in  thoie 
that  are  to  eome,  he  leems  in  any  of 
his  Letters  to  alter  his  Opinion,  and 
contradict  his  former  Sentiments  j  re- 
member 'tis  no  more  than  what  the 
greateft  Writers  have  done,  who  have 
lived  to  Old  Age,  as  this  Agent  did. 
No  body  is  ignorant  of  St. 
RetraftjonS)  and  Cornelius 
Vanity  of  Sciences  :  Wherein  thole  two 
great  Authors  run  counter  to  all  they 
had  writ  before.  And  'twere  eafy  to 
produce  an  Hundred  Inftancesbefides. 

IN  a  Word,  Reader ',  take  in  good 
Part  the  Tranflator's  Pains,  who  ren- 
ders Things  as  he  found  'em,  without 
altering  or  corrupting  the  Senfe  of 
his  Copy.  "Farewell. 
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LETTER     I. 

Mahmut  the  Arabian,  and  Vileft  of  the 
Grand  Seignior'j  Slaves ^  to  the  Myjh- 
rious  Efad,  Arbitrator  of  Doubtful 
Problems,  Prince  of  the  Mufti'/ . 

WH  E  N  I  firft  come  to  Paris,  my  In- 
Jlrudions  were  not  fo  full  and  parti- 
cular, as  to   diredl  in  all  Emergen- 
cies.    A    great  many   Things   were 
left  to  my  own  Condudl  and  Prudence, 
both  in  Civil  and   Religious  Matters.     So  that  if  I 
have  made  any  falle  Steps,  I  hope  'twill  be  excufa- 
B  ble; 
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ble ;  in  regard  'tis  not  fo  much  my  Fault  as  that  of  the 
Mimjtirt  who  refide  at  the  Auguji  Port.  I  have  ofu  n 
addrefs'd  to  them,  defiring  fupplemental  Rules  and 
Cautions  in  fon;e  peculiar  Cafes  which  I  propos'd  : 
But  they  have  been  very  fparing  of  their  Counfels. 
'Tis  true,  indeed  about  Five  Years  ago,  I  receiv'd 
fome  particular  Orders  from  the  Vizir  Aztm^  and 
the  Kaimacbam,  as  alfo  from  thy  Santtity  :  Where- 
in I  was  commanded  to  write  with  all  Freedom  to 
the  Grandees.  This,  with  the  other  Directions,  has 
been  of  great  Ufe  to  me.  It  has  arm'd  me  with 
frem  Courage,  and  remov'd  the  melancholy  Ap- 
prehenfions  I  had  of  fome  Men's  Revenge,  whofe 
Vices  I  reprov'd.  Praife  be  to  GOD,  King  of  the 
T)r,y  of  Judgment,  I  have  accus'd  no  Man  wrongful- 
ly. Yet  I  was  full  of  Fears,  even  in  the  Performance 
of  my  Duty  :  knowing>  That  Mortals  generally 
love  to  have  their  Faults  conceal'd,  and  purfue 
thofe  with  Malice  who  difcover,  or  apprehend  them. 
But  now  all  my  Fears  in  that  Kind  are  vanifhed. 
Yet  I  have  Scruples  of  another  Nature,  which 
none  but  the  infallible  Guide  of  the  Faithful  can 
difperfe. 

Ever  fmce  I  have  refided  here,  I  have  been  pre- 
cife  in  obferving  all  the  Precepts  of  our  Holy  La<w,  fo 
far  as  confided  with  the  Security  and  Succefs  of  my 
Ccmmijfion.  For  I  have  been  forc'd  to  leap  over 
many  Lies  and  falfe  Oaths  to  conceal  myfelf.  I 
have  likewife  done  Abundance  of  other  irregular 
Things,  to  promote  the  Caufe  I  am  engag'd  in,  for 
all  which  thou  haft  vouchfafed  me  a  Dijpenf,ition, 
There  remains  one  1  hing  in  which  thy  Advice  is  ne- 
ctftary. 

I  have  bren  hitherto  punctual  in  keeping  the 
Fajt  of  Rfim/Z'  n,  at  the  Time  appointed  to  all  Muf- 
fulmans  ;  which,  thou  knowcft,  falls  earlier  by  Ele- 
ven Days  every  Year  than  it  did  the  Years  before. 
So  that  in  the  Space  of  Four  and  Thirty  Years,  it 

pates 
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pafies  through  all  the  Four  Stc.fotis.  Now  this  fuccef- 
five  Variation  of  the  Great  Fuji,  caufing  it  Sometimes 
to  fall  at  the  very  Times  of  the  mo.t  folemn  Fijlivats 
among  the  Nt-zarcnfi,  fuch  as  that  \vhich  they  call 
their  Cbrifitnas,  which  is  a  Feaft  of  Thirteen  Days  ; 
I  fear,  kail  I  may  be  taken  Notice  of,  mould  I,  by 
celebrating  the  Ramexan  at  thofe  \  imes,  contradict 
the  universal  Practice  of  all  the  Fravks,  and  tlarc 
Sufpicions  in  thofe  with  whom  I  converfe.  to  my 
Difadvantage  and  Ruia. 

To  thee,  therefore,  who  art  the  Wifift  of  the  Wife, 
I  fly  for  Counfel  in  this  Exigency,  befeeching  dice 
to  dictate  plainly  what  I  am  to  do. 

I  know  That  the  Sick,  or  Wounded,  or  Travel- 
lers, are  difpens'd  with,  if  they  violate  the  Sacred 
Mean.  At  which  Time  the  Gutcs  of  Paradife  are 
open  d,  and  invifible  Favours  are  done  to  the  devout 
Obfervers  of  this  Prtcrpt :  Whilft  the  Avenues  of 
Hell  are  barricado'd,  and  all  the  Devi  It  chain'd  up 
from  appearing  Abroad,  or  doing  any  Mifchief  in  the 
World.  J  fay,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  Indulgence 
which  is  given  to  Men  under  fuch  Ciacumilances ;  prq- 
videdthey  fatkfy  the  Law,  by  keeping  the  Fafl  at 
feme  other  Seufon,  more  agreeable  to  their  Health, 
or  other  Neceffities.  And  thus  far  I  could  have 
filenc'd  the  Alarms  of  my  own  Confcience,  without 
molefting  thee  :  Knowing,  that  a  MujTulman  is  al- 
ways allow'd  this  Liberty  in  a  foreign  Country,  much 
more  in  a  R>gio»  of  Infidels. 

But  that  which  I  aim  at,  is  to  be  inform 'd,  Whe- 
ther to  put  the  better  Difguife  on  my  felf.  and 
more  efficacioufly  to  profecute  the  Inttreit  of  the 
Grand Signior,  I  may  not  always  celebrate  this  Fajl, 
at  the  preciie  Time  that  the  Cbrifiians  keep  their 
Lent  ?  For  then  J  mould  pafs  unfufpedted,  and  no 
Man  would  take  me  for  any  another  than  a  ChrijUan 
and  a  Cathdck.  Nay,  my  Manner  of  daily  Failing 
at  that  Time,  would  raile  a  confiderable  Credit 
£  2  among 
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among  the  Cbrijlians  that  know  me,  They  would 
cry  me  up  for  a  Saint,  or  a  very  Holy  Man.  For  the 
Taji  of  the  GkriftiaM  is  a  F<?v?y?  in  Comparifon  with 
the  rigcrcus  Abftinence  of  the  Mmffitlmaas  Thofe  in- 
deed refrain  all  Sorts  of  FLjh,  but  they  load  their 
Tables  with  Variety  of  Fijh,  and  other  Dainties  ; 
neither  have  they  Patience  to  tarry  for  their  Repaft 
beyond  the  Mid-day.  Whereas  the  MuJTuimans  tafle 
of  nothing  during  the  Ramezan,  till  the  Sun  is  gone 
down,  and  the  Stars  appear.  No,  not  even  in  the 
parching  Defatts  of  Arabia,  where  Men  are  ready  to 
perifh  of  Thirft  ;  yet  no  Man  will  extend  his  Hand 
to  the  Water-pot  to  refrefh  himfeif  in  thole  unfpeak- 
able  Agonies,  "till  the  Shadow  of  the  Earth  is  ad- 
vanced into  the  tigher  Region  of  the  .<#>-,  and  has  ba- 
nim'd  the  leaft  Glimmerings  of  the  Sun,  When, 
therefore,  the  Franks  fhall  fee  mefaft  after  this  auftere 
Faihion  in  their  Lent,  they  will  fay,  I  am  a  very 
mortify  M  Man,  and  a  devout  Catholick :  For  they 
judge  altogether  by  the  Outfide.  So  if  any  Danger 
Ihould  threaten  me,  I  fliould  find  Friends  among  the 
Zealots,  and  the  Indifferent  would  not  appear  my 
Enemies:  But  the  Wicktd,  whofc  black  Guilt  has 
rer.der'd  'em  a  Terror  to  themfclves,  as  well  as  an 
Abomination  to  others,  would  lland  in  Fear  of  me. 
Thus,  on  all  Hands,  a  Way  would  be  open  for  me 
to  efcape  a  Difcovery  of  the  Seerett  committed  to  my 
Charge. 

'Twould  be  much  more  to  my  Satisfaction,  if  I 
could  with  Safety,  celebrate  this  Faft  in  ihe  very 
Moon  wherein  the  Alcoran  was  brought  down  from 
fjwi>*»,  as  all  good  Mttftulmans  generally  do  :  But 
I  am  taught  not  to  betray,  or  ib  much  as  hazard 
the  Affairs  of  my  great  Ma-fter  for  a  mere  Nicely  or 
Puniii'lio  of  Religion.  GOD  is  the  Merciful  of  the 
Merciful,  and  'tis  his  Will  that  the  Empire  of  the 
true  Faithful  mould  be  extended  where-ever  the  Moo* 
or  the  Sun  fhinc  on  Earth. 

Great 
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Great  Oracle  of  the  Mujjulmar.s,  Dcclor  of  Faith 
and  Verity,  it  is  in  thy  Power  to  confirm  or  fliake 
my  Reflation  in  this  Point:  For,  from  thy  Sentence, 
there  is  no  Appeal. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  yth  Moon> 
of  the  Tear  1654. 
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70  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  #f  Vienna. 

THOU  informeft  me,  That  the  King  of  the 
Romctis  is  dead,  and  that  divers  Prodigies  hap- 
pen'd  about  the  Time  of  his  expiring.  Whilit  others 
report,  that  the  German  Emperor  himfelf  died  the  gth 
of  the  hit  Mean.  However,  I  fliall  tranfmit  thy  Ad- 
vice to  the  Shining  Porte ;  not  truiting  to  the  uncer- 
tain Intelligence  of  Fame. 

Kings  and  Empcrers  muft  refign  up  their  Breath, 
as  well  as  ether  Mortals.  'Tis  a  Tribute  we  all  owe 
to  Nature,  who  will  be  paid  one  Time  or  other. 
Neither  has  (he  ever  exempted  p.ny  from  the  commcn 
L't,  fave  Enoch,  Ellas,  and  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary. 
1'hefe  were  Hvly  Propbetr,  perfect  Saints  and  void 
of  Origin"!  6":'w,  and  therefore  received  an  Indul- 
gence :  Tho1  thofe  of  your  Nation,  and  the  Chrif- 
tians  believe,  that  the  Laft  of  theie  Three  died  on  a 
Crofe. 

As  for  all  others,  they  have  either  been  diflblv'd 
by  Sicknefs,  or  fnatch'd  away  by  fudden  Death  : 
Some  by  an  in -i -ifllle  Dart  from  fit-ai'in;  others  b/ 
the  ruder  Hand  of  Mortals  like  themfelves  ;  Millions 
by  the  Sword  and  Spear,  and  ten  Millions  by  the 
fwifter  and  more  unavoidable  Stroke  of  the  Arrow 
and  Bullet :  Whilit  not  a  few  have  receiv'd  their 
B  3  Death 
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Dtatb  from  thee  very  Elements  whidh  fupported  their 
.Life.  An  unruly  Fire  has  crumbled  feme  into  their 
fifft  dtems,  and  mingled  their  Afties  \vith  thofe  of 
their  Honfes  and  Beds  of  Repofe  :  Whilil  Water,  a 
contrary  Principle,  has  quench'd  the  vital  Flame  in 
others.  There  is  but  one  Wn  to  enter  into  this 


Life  ;  but  the  Gates  of  Death,  and  the  Itwijibie  State 
are  without  Number  :  And  the  greateft  Monarch  may 
as  well  fall  by  the  Prick  of  a  7'  horn,  as  by  the  Edge 
of  a  Sword.  Every  Time  I  fwallow  my  Meat,  I 
remember  the  Fate  of  him  that  was  choak'd  by  a 
Grain  of  Pepper  ;  and  that  of  Anacrcon  the  Pott, 
who  was  f  rangled  by  the  Stone  of  a  Raijin. 

Yet  J  am  r.ot  felicitous  in  chufing  or  avoiding 
particular  Deaths,  knowing,  That  no  Human  Coun- 
fel  can  r-revem  the  Decrees  of  Dejlinj.  It  rather 
pleafes  me  to  think  (fuch  is  my  Ambition)  That  by 
whatfoever  Method  J  am  fent  to  the  Grave,  there  I 
(hall  be  equal  to  the  Alexander},  Cecfars,  Timurlengs, 
and  the  greateit  Mortals  ;  for  theie  is  no  Diftinclion, 
of  Noble  and  Vulgar  in  that  Region  of  Anarchy,  where 
all  Ranks  are  level'd  in  the  Duft  :  As  Diogenes  told 
Alexander  the  Great  ;  when  the  Monarch,  beholding 
that  Philofopher  in  a  Charnel-Houfe,  his  Eyes  atten- 
tively fix'd  on  the  Bones  of  the  Dead  which  lay  in 
Heaps,  a&'d  him,  What  he  wa»  doing  ?  To  which 
Dir  genes  reply  'd  lam  lozkirg  for  thy  father  Philip's 
Bent,  but  cannot  Jijlinguljn  them  from  thofe  of  his 
Slaves.  Some  fuch  Thought,  as  this  mightj  perhaps, 
•tirft  occafion  the  Cuflom  of  writing  Efitc<fbi  on  the 
StpuUarfj  of  Ep.-iinent  Perfons.  Among  which  I  have 
•read  feme  made  by  the  Entombed  themfelves,  whilft 
they  were  on  this  Side  the  Grave,  and  for  their  fin- 
.gular  Fancy  were  thought  worthy  to  -be  .recorded  .by 
•'MifneM,.  Such  as  this. 
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I  Sabbas  of  Milan,  by  Blood  a  Caftilian, 
Friar  and  Knight  of  Jerufalem,  wifba 
happy  Refurretfion  to  my  Afhes.  Whilt  I 
was  alive  among  Mortals,  a  Little  fa- 
tisffd  me.  A^w  lam  dead,  a»d  alone  itt 
my  Grave,  I  am  content  with  Lefs.  I 
neither  knew  myftlf  what  /  was  ',  nor  do 
thou  enquire.  -Traveller,  whoever  thoti 
art,  ifthoit  be  Pious,  pray  for  me,  and 
fafs  on.  Farewell,  and  live  mindful  of 
Death.  Living,  I  provided  this  Epi- 
taph, knowing  Imuft  die. 

Thi  Birth  and  Life  of  Mortals,  an  nothing 
but  Toil  and  Death. 

Such  another  was  that  of  Heliod:rus,  a  Moor  ;  who 
caus'd  himfdf  to  be  bury'd  near  to  the  Pillan  of 
HercuLs,  with  this  Infcriptkn  On  his  Tomb. 

I    Heliodorus,    a    Mad  Carthaginian, 
have  commanded  by  my  Laji  Will  and 
1    br.tld 


that  1  Jbr.tld  be  interrd 
fare  in  the  fart  heft  Singh  of  the  World  \ 
"To  makt  Experiment,  wbsther  any  Man 
more  Mad  than  myfelfa  would  travel  thus 
far  to  ijiftt  my  Sepulchre. 

But  that  wliich  SemtraatUcuu'd  be  to  mferib'd  oa 
her  Tomb,  wai»a  perfect  Satire  on  the  Living.  It  was 
this. 
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J  Semiramis,  whilft  Living ,  timer  was 
in  need  of  Aloney  }  yet  was  always  com- 
p afftotiatc  to  the  Poor.  NowVmde'ad^'my 
Grave  is  my  Vreafury,  Ij  any  of  Royal 
Pace  be  in  Want,  let  him  cpen  thu  Dor- 
mitory, and  hejballjind  a  Supply. 

When  Darius  corquer'd  Bc.lylcn,  and  wat  told  of 
this  Epitspb;  flung  with  Avarice,  he  caus'd  the  Se- 
fbicl.-re  to  be  open'd  in  his  own  Prefer.ce.  But  in- 
lleacl  of  Money,  they  only  found  a  Tablet  of  Brafs, 
with  thefe  Words  engraven  on  it. 

My  Epitaph  is  a  Riddle.  This  is  the  In- 
terpretation. I  never  was  Covetous  j 
ciily  fncb  are  Poor,  thefe  I  pity  ;  and 
have  therefore  provided  this  Lejflon  as 
a  Treafure,  Jcr  the  Man  who  for  Lucre 
foall  prefume  to  violate  my  Tomb. 

Jf  tboti  wilt  Rob  the  Living,  forbear  to 
Plunder  the  Dead  }  left  they  bring  thee 
to  Shame^  as  I  have  dene. 

Thou  telleft  me,  That  the  Emperor  feems  not  to  be 
much  griev'd  for  the  Death  of  his  Son,  the  Roman 
King.  Perhaps  his  Sorrow  is  fo  great,  that  it  can- 
not find  a  Vent.  Violent  and  uncommon  Pafuons 
are  apt  te  Another  within  the  Hear:,  whilit  only 
fn.alltr  Griefs  break  forth  into  Tears. 


It 
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It  was  a  memorable  Saying  of  a  certain  Kingj  of 
Egypt,  who  was  overcome  by  Cambyfts  the  Pcrfian 
Monarch,  and  taken  Captive,  with  all  his  Children  ; 
when  the  cruel  Conqueror,  to  {port  himfelf  in  the 
Mifery  of  his  Royal  Prisoners,  and  infult  o'er  the 
vanquifh'd  Egyptians,  firft  caufed  the  Daughter  of 
the  Captive  King  to  be  employ 'd  in  the  meaneft 
Offices  with  the  common  Slaves,  before  her  Father's 
Face  :  Then  his  Son  to  bridled  and  curbed  like  a 
Horfe,  with  a  vaft  Burthen  ty'd  on  his  Back.  At 
both  which  difmal  Spe&acles,  the  poor  Egyptian  Mo- 
narch fried  not  one  Tear  :  But  when  he  iaw  one  that 
had  formerly  been  his  Servant,  reduc'd  to  great  Po- 
verty, he  wept  bitterly.  Cambyfes  afking  him  the 
Reafon,  why  he  feem'd  fo  inl'enfible  of  his  Childre-ns 
Calamity,  and  yet  was  touch'd  with  fo  tender  a  Grief 
for  the  Misfortune  of  a  Stranger?  He  anfwer'd,  Son 
cf  Cyrus,  The  Defolation  of  my  Family  afflifls  me 
•with  fo  profound  a  Sorrow,  that  no  1  ears  can  exprefs 
it :  But  my  Compaffion  to  this  dijlrefsd  Servant,  being 
not  fa  ijioltnt,  eajlly  breaks  forth  into  Tears. 

Nathan,  I  with  thee  neither  extreme  Joy,  nor  Grief, 
for  they  are  both  hurtful  to  the  Heart. 

Paris,   i  ft  of  the  8th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1654. 
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LETTER    III. 

$o  Mahummed  Hodgia,  Venerable 
Eremite  of  the  Cave,  replete  with 
Wonders, 

WH  EN  I  contemplate  thy  Life  fo full  of Inno- 
cnce,  and  void  of  the  very  Shadow  of  Vice, 
I  am  like  a  Serptnt  rouz'd  from  his  Sleep  by  a  Breeze 
of  cooler  Wind,  or  the  Noife  of  a  Traveller  on  the 
Road  :  My  Soul  ftarts;  and  unfolding  all  the-drowzy 
Curls  of  Senfuality,  ftretches  itfelf  at  full  Length  : 
Surpriz'd  and  afham'd  of  it  own  Lethargy,  it  fwift- 
ly  retires  into  a  dark  Corner,  to  cover  itfelf  from 
the  Light  of  its  own  Faculties,  and  from  the  brighter 
Reflections  of  thy  Spirit,  which  penetrate  like  the 
Beams  of  the  Sun. 

I  do  not  prefently  curfe  my  f«lf,  the  Hour  of  my 
Nativity,  my  Friends  that  have  flatter'd  me  into  an 
erroneous  Belief  of  my  own  Virtue,  or  my  Enemie* 
that  have  provok'd  me,  and  by  various  Trains  en- 
tangled me  in  the  Paths  of  Vice.  Such  Ma/ediflion 
only  becomes  the  Mouth  of  a  Jew;,  or  a  Libertine  : 
For,  we  arrive  at  Perfection,  not  by  curing  the  Evil, 
imt  by  imitating  the  Good. 

I  had  rather  blefs  the  Hour  of  Conjunction,  the  /*- 
f,vence  of  my  better  Stars,  and  the  Conjlellationt  of  a 
more  prcpitiom  Hero/cope,  the  Moment  when  I  had 
the  Honour  to  touch  the  Sand  before  thy  Feet  with 
my  Lips  in  that  Sanfiuary  of  Haifa tft.  Oh  thou 
Patron -of  good  Intentions ;  fincere  Reformer  of  Hu- 
man Errors :  refulgent  Pattern  of  the  Pious ;  Glory 
.of  the  Wife  ;  moft  Excellent  of  the  Excellent,  Pha- 
nix  f)f  the  A  gel 

Praife 
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Praife  be  to  GOD,  the  Firfl  and  the  Lajl :  Peace  to 
the  Angels  who  ftand  round  his  Throne,  and  to  the 
Prophets  who  rejoice  in  his  Prefince.  An  urrverfal 
Jubilee  to  all  the  Inhabitants  of  Paradife  :  And  eter- 
nal Felicity  to  the  Saint  of  the  Defart  on  Earth, 
whofe  Saul  is  expanded  wide  as  the  Firmament. 

I  am  ravimed,  and  full  of  Ecjlafies,  bccaufe  there 
is  not  found  thy  Equal  on  this  Side  the  Clouds. 
When  thou  (halt  be  cropp'd  from  the  Earth,  the 
Mirror  of  Mortals,  the  Flower  of  Human  Nature 
is  go'ne.  The  Trees  of  the  WiUerntfs  will  lament 
thy  Death,  by  whole  Prefence  they  flourim'd  and 
brought  forth  their  Fruit  in  due  Seafon.  At  thy 
Departure,  the  Grafs  of  the  Field  will  fade  and 
wither,  confcious  that  thy  Merits  drew  down  the 
Rain  and  Dew  of  Heaven,  to  render  Arabia  fertile 
in  Herbage. 

The  Beafts  will  languifh  for  want  of  Pafture, 
and  Men  will  bewail  the  Dearth  of  the  Land ;  know- 
ing, That  the  Life  of  the  Juft  caufes  the  Ground  to 
produce  a  plenteous  Har<veft. 

But  no  Mourning  will  be  like  that  of  Mabmutt 
who  can  boaft  of  thy  particular  Friendmip  ;  and 
in  lofing  thee,  will  be  as  if  he  were  deprived  of  the 
Light  of  the  Sun,  or  the  Morning  Air,  or  the  Be- 
nefit of  Fire  and  Water  :  For  fo  thy  I  avours  are  re- 
freming  as  the  Elements,  without  which  we  cannot 
live. 

Therefore  as  oft  as  I  turn  my  Face  to  the  City, 
fen&ified  by  the  Birth  of  our  Holy  Prophet ;  I  lend 
up  my  Vows  to  Heaven  for  thy  long  Life  ;  bcfeech. 
ing  GOD  for  the  univerfal  Good  of  Nature,  to  con- 
tinue the  Man  on  Eanh,  the  Vejlm:nt  of  wSiofe  Soul 
is  composed  of  Rays  darted  from  ail  the  fortunate 
Start. 

Tell  me,  O  thou  Holieft  of  the  Holy  Ones  in  the 

Eaji  ;  Faviuri/e  of  the  Angels ;  fecret  Friend  of  the 

Eternal,  Envoy   Entraordinary  from  the  Omnipotent^ 
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Agent  incsgnito,  for  the  Court  of  Heaven  !  Tell  me 
by  wl.at  Chart  I  mail  rieer  my  Courfe  through  this 
Lift;  uncertain  as  the  Sea,  and  tcfled  with  as  many 
Tempefts.  I  find  in  myfelf  manifeft  Inclinations  to 
Virtue,  and  whatfoever  is  Good  ;  yet  I  ftill  mif- 
take  the  Methods  of  attaining  my  End.  I  would 
fain  be  perfectly  Pious,  Juil  and  Wife  ;  but  know  not 
how  to  compafs  my  Defign.  One  Event  or  other  ftill 
fruftrates  my  Labour  :  Either  a  Friend  or  an  Enemy, 
a  Relation  or  a  Stranger,  Cafuahies  without,  or  the 
Pafiions  within,  flop  me  in  the  Beginning,  or  the 
Midlt  of  a  glorious  Career,  the  Race  which  cannot 
be  run  without  noble  Agonies. 

Then  I  take  Breath ,  and  rouzing  myfelf  with 
frefh  Vigours,  1  chearfully  addrefs  to  the  Combat, 
which  crowns  the  Viflor  with  Immortality,  My  Cou- 
rage is  great,  my  Refolution  fix'd,  at  the  firft  fetting 
out :  I  gain  Ground  on  a  fudden  ;  the  Wheels  of  my 
Chariot  are,  for  a  Time,  like  thofe  of  the  Sun,  thole 
momentary  Advances  are  not  perceiv'd  by  Mortals. 
But  before  I  get  half  Way  to  the  Meridian,  fome  un- 
fkilful  Pbaton,  an  erroneous  Thought,  or  a  giddy 
Paflion,  overthrows  me.  Either  Old  Habits,  or  New 
Temptations,  hinder  rne  from  gaining  the  Prize  in 
the  Ofympicks  of  Vitrue. 

Thus,  often  foil'd,  I  retire  with  Shame  and  Weak- 
nefs ;  and  finding  no  Redrefs  within,  I  fly  to  thee, 
who  art  created  a  Direfior  of  the  World. 

'Twill  be  an  Offence  to  make  Repetitions,  and  afk 
Counfel  again  :  I  will  henceforth  endeavour  to  fol- 
low thy  Example,  which  is  certainly  the  mod  correft 
Rule  of  a  religious  Life.  But  then  I  cannot  ferve  the 
Grand  Sfigtiior'mttiisPoJt.  Refolve  my  Doubts.  Is 
k  lawful  for  me  to  abandon  my  Duty,  and  retire 
into  a  Defart  ?  If  not,  J  will  ere£l  a  Solitude  in  the 
midft  of  this  populous  City,  and  build  an  Hermitage 
in  my  own  Heart.  If  I  cannot  arrive  at  the  Per* 
ff^iom  I  aim  at,  I  will  at  leaft  endeavour  to  be  a« 

Coed 
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Good  as  I  can.  There  is  a  religious  Dexterity,  by 
which  a  Man  may,  in  the  midft  of  worldly  Bulinefs, 
make  for  himfelf  Paths  of  Innecence,  and  walk  free 
from  the  general  Contagion  of  Mortals,  If  I  cannot 
perform  any  eminent  Good,  I  will  take  Care  to  ab- 
llain  from  enormous  Evils :  Neither  will  I  commit 
the  leaft,  without  a  good  Intention  ;  which,  I  am 
affur'd  by  the  Mufti,  fometime  fanclifies  a  had  Aflion. 
If  I  lye,  Qi-forf<wear  myfelf,  it  mail  be  to  ferve  my 
great  Mafter.  If  I  diflemble  my  Religion,  and  coun- 
terfeit a  Chrijlian,  I  will  propofe  to  myfelf  the  great- 
er Advantage  of  the  Mujjulman  Faith  :  Thus  feme 
higher  End  {hall  always  direct  my  Intention  and  Per- 
formances. 

But  if  thou  wilt  tell  me  after  all,  That  this  is  not 
the  Way  to  Paradife,  I  will  forfake  all  worldly  In- 
tereft,  wherein  I  find  fo  many  Entanglements,  and 
take  up  my  Refidenca  in  feme  humble  Cave,  or 
Cleft  of  a  Rock,  or  Hollow  of  a  Tree ;  where  I 
will  fpend  the  reft  of  my  Days  in  contemplating 
the^/y?  Effence,  and  all  that  flows  from  it.  I  will 
bid  a  final  Adieu  to  this  perfidious  dge,  to  the  vain 
Generation  of  Mortals  that  live  in  it,  to  whofe  Con- 
verfe  1  Ihall  have  Reafon  to  perfer  that  of  the  Beafts, 
who  are  far  more  innocent,  and  lefs  debauch'd  than 
Men.  For  Lions  aud  Tygers,  in  the  utmoft  Fury 
of  their  Hunger,  abflain  from  preying  on  thofe  of 
of  their  Kino1.  Man  is  the  only  Canaiba/,  who 
devours  his  Brother,  and  greedily  fwallows  down 
the  Blood  of  him  who  bears  the  fame  Image  as  him- 

I  fpeak  not  of  the  ancient  Scythians,  Ma/agetei, 
or  larters  ;  nor  of  the  more  modern  Savagei  in 
America,  who  fluffed  their  greedy  Paunches  with 
Human  Flem.  Their  Barbarifm  has  crept,  by  Tranf- 
migration,  into  the  moft  civiliz'd  Empires  and  States ; 
and  is  not  the  lefs  cruel,  becaufe  it  has  changed  it& 
Form, 

Nor 
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Nor  do  I  tax  the  more  excufable  Epicurifm  of 
thofe,  who  ranfack  all  the  Elements  for  Dainties  ; 
whofe  Tables  are  loaded  with  the  flaughter'd  Car- 
cafies  of  Birds,  Beafis,  and  Fijbes  \  their  Houfes 
polluted  with  an  extravagant  Profufion  of  the  Blood 
of  thofe  Creatures,  which  the  eternal  Mind  form'd  to 
live,  and  enjoy  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  as  well  as 
ourfelves. 

But  I  accufe  the  OpprefTors  of  Men,  thofe  Cannl' 
lals  in  Difguife,  whofe  very  Bread  is  mingled  with 
the  Marrow  of  the  Poor  ;  and  their  greater  Delica- 
cies are  Ragoo's,  compounded  of  the  Blood  of  Wi- 
dows and  Orphans  ;  whilft  they  ftarve  and  ruin 
whole  Families,  to  fupport  a  needlefs  Grandeur,  a 
momentary  Pomp,  which  vanifhes  almoft  as  foon  as 
it  appears. 

Ye*  thefe  Men  think  to  pacify  Heaven,  by  build- 
ing magnificent  Temples  and  Oratoru  j ;  by  entail- 
ing their  EJiates  on  Convents  and  Hofpitals:  As  if 
the  Omnipotent  were  to  be  brib'd  ;  or  took  Pleafure 
in  Gifts,  which  are  but  the  Fruits  of  Robbery  and  In- 
jujtice.  Can  the  Sacrifices  of  Infidels  be  more  accep- 
table, becaufe  they  are  made  on  Alton  of  Gold  ?  Or 
even  the  Prayers  of  Muflulmans,  in  that  they  are 
breath'd  oat  in  Mofques,  built  of  the  fineft  Marble 
crufted  over  with  precious  Stones  and  adorn'd 
with  Carpets,  and  Hangings  of  the  richeft  Ttffues 
and  Broccades  f  The  ancient  Pagans  can  inftruct  us 
better. 

Thou  wilt  not  think  me  tedious,  if  I  relate  a 
PafTage  which  jufl  come  into  my  Mind,  of  a  cer- 
tain great  Man  In  AJia,  who  poflefs'd  vaft  Herds  of 
Cattle,  and  was  accuftom'd  to  make  magnificent 
Oblations  to  the  Gods.  This  Grandee  once  made  a 
Pilgrimage  to  Delphos,  famous  in  thofe  Days  for  the 
Oracle  of  Apollo.  He  carried  with  him  a  Hundred 
Bulls,  whofe  Horns  were  enchas'd  in  Gold,  being 
fpuned  on  wilh  extraordinary  Devotion,  and  defign- 

ing 
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ing  to  do  a  fingular  Honour  to  the  God.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  Place,  puffed  np  with  his  coftly  Prelent, 
and  the  Flatteries  of  his  Attendants  ;  he  boldly  ap- 
proach'd  the  Temple,  thinking  no  man  on  Earth  more 
worthy  of  the  Goa"&  Friend&ip  than  himfelf;  de- 
manding of  the  Pytbwtff  (for  fo  they  call'd  the  Wo- 
man, who  perform 'd  the  Office  of  Prieftbood  there) 
'Who,  among  ail  Mortals,  made  the  molt  acceptable 
Sacrifice:,  and  departed  with  the  greateft  B/cJtng 
from  the  Oracle  ?  (for  he  prefumed  the  Pre-eminence 
would  be  granted  to  himfelf.)  When  fhe  anfwer'd, 
That  one  Clearchus  c/"Methydrium,  'was  the  moft  de- 
vout and  dear  to  the  Gods,  of  all  Men. 

AftoniQYd  above  Meafure,  at  this  unexpected  Re- 
ply, the  vain  Bigot  refoived  to  find  out  this  Man, 
and  learn  of  him  what  Method  he  took  to  pleafe  the 
Divinity.  He  haftsns  therefore  to  Metbydrium  :  And 
when  he  firft  came  within  Veiw  of  it,  he  defpifed 
the  Meannefs  of  the  Place,  judging  it  impofiible, 
That  one  Man,  or  all  the  Town,  could  be  able  to 
prefent  the  Gods  with  more  magificent  Obligations 
than  he.  Having  found  out  Clearckus,  he  afked  him, 
What  Sacrifices  he  ufed  to  make  to  dpcllo  ?  To 
whom  Clearchus  reply 'd,  "  I  am  a  poor  Man,  and 
"  when  I  go  to  Delpbos,  I  carry  neither  Silver  nor 
"  Gold,  but  only  a  Bafket  of  Fruits,  the  beft  that 
"  my  Farm  affords,  which  I  freely  offer  to  the 
"  Powers  which  govern  All  Things,  and  from 
"  whom  I  receive  whatfoever  I  enjoy.  Moreoever, 
"  I  keep  the  appointed  holy  Days ;  and  my  poorer 
"  Neighbours  go  chearful  from  my  Table.  I  ne- 
"  ver  kilfd  any  Thing  :  Nor  have  I  done  to  another 
"  that  which  I  would  net  have  done  t©  my  ft  If.  I 
"  pray  to  Jupiter  every  Morning  before  the  Sun 
"  arifes,  and  at  Night  when  he  goes  down.  I  keep 
"  myfelf  and  my  Cottage  clean.  In  all  Things 
*'  elfe  I  live  like  the  Beafts,  that  is,  according  to 
f  Nature. 

Thou 
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Thou  wilt  perceive  by  this,  O  pious  Erennt,  that 
Simplicity  and  Innocence  are  the  moil  acceptable  &z- 
crijice,  to  the  fupremely  Merciful .  And,  that  the 
moil  High  Gad  takes  no  Pleafure  in  the  Smoak  of 
Burnt  Offerings,  or  the  pompous  Addrejfes  of  the 
Great ;  but  only  in  the  pure  Flames  ef  a  derout 
Heart ;  the  Integrity  of  a  juft  Man,  void  of  Deceit 
and  Guile. 

Thoa,  Illujirious  Mabummed,  are  the  Perfon  in 
whem  thefe  Things  are  verify  U  May  GOD  flicker 
thee  with  his  Mercies,  to  the  Hour  of  Tranfmigration, 
and  beyond  the  loft  Flight  of  Time. 

Paris,  I  ft  of  the  8th  Mce», 
of  the  Tear  1654. 


LETTER    VI. 
To  the  Kaimacham. 

THERE  are  Two  Actions  which  take  up  all 
the  Difcourfe  at  prefent.  One  is  the  Siege  of 
Stenay,  a  ftrong  Town  in  Flanders,  before  which  the 
French  Army  is  newly  laid  down.  The  other  is,  the 
invefting  of  Arras  by  the  Spaniards. 

'Tis  rhe  Prefence  of  many  illuftrious  Perfonages, 
that  renders  both  thefe  Sieges  confiderable.  In  the 
French  Camp  are  prefent,  the  King,  Cardinal  Ma- 
xarini,  and.  all  the  Grandees  of  the  Court.  In  the 
Spanijh  are  Arch-Duke  Leopold,  the  Prince  of  Conde, 
Francis  Duke  of  Lorrain,  with  others  of  Prime  Qua- 
lity. 

They  are  very  vigorous  en  both  Sides,  in  preffing 
and  defending  thefe  Two  Places  ;  as  if  the  Fate  of 
both  Kingdoms  were  now  at  Stake.  In  my  Opinion 
Franc*  runs  the  greateft  Hazard :  For,  if  the  Spa- 
niards 
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lizards  mould  prove  fuccefsful  in  what,  'tis  faid, 
they  have  refolv'd  upon,  that  is,  the  Relief  of  Ste- 
nay  ;  if  they  fhould  give  battle,  and  get  the  Vic- 
tory, a  Way  would  be  open  for  them  to  penetrate 
into  the  Bowels  of  France.  And  'cis  thought  many 
Towns  in  this  Kingdom  would  open  their  Gates 
to  them,  whilil  the  Prince  of  Conde  is  at  the  Head 
of  their  Army,  who  does  all  Things  in  the  Name  of 
the  Fi-encl  King  :  Even  his  Rebellion  itfelf  is  mafqu'd 
under  the  fpecious  Title,  Of  taking  up  Arms,  to 
refcue  the  Captive  King  from  the  Hands  o/'Mazarini 
and  his  Adherents.  A  pretty  Way  of  feducing  tha 
People  from  their  Obedience.  The  Paitifans,  and 
indeed  all  the  French,  are  divided  into  Cabals  and 
Parties ;  fome  efpoiding  the  Prince  of  Condi's  Intereft, 
whilft  others  manifeft  an  incorruptible  Loyalty  to  their 
Sovereign.  1  approve  the  Morals  of  the  Latter,  yet 
privately  rejoice  at  the  Treafons  of  the  Former,  wifhing 
their  intefiim.  Quarrels  many  continue  till  the  Day  of 
the  Earthquake. 

Eliachim  the  Jew  follows  the  Ccurf,  which  ra- 
ther ought  now  to  be  called  the  Camp.  His  private 
Affairs  call  him  that  Way :  From  him  I  receive  fre- 
quent Advice  of  the  moil  important  Matters  in 
that  Theatre  of  Wvr.  He  informs  me,  That  the 
King  of  France's  Prefence  in  the  Siege  of  Sfcnay, 
infpires  his  Soldiers  with  more  than  ordinary  Vi- 
gour :  And  that  he  (hews  daily  Proofs  of  an  ex- 
traordinary Courage.  He  was  one  whole  Night 
on  Horleback,  giving  Orders,  and  directing  his 
Engineers.  Next  Morning  he  fends  a  Summons  to 
the  Governor  ;  who  made  a  ftout  Reply,  being  refol- 
ved  to  hold  out  to  the  laft  Extremity  ;  and  therefore 
fallied  out  of  the  Town  with  a  Party  of  refolute 
Men,  who  kill'd  near  Four  Thoufand  of  the  Be- 
licgers. 

tfut  alas,  thefe  Infidels  are  only  ftout,  whilfr.  well 
fed:  Not  knowing  what  it  is  to  endure  the  Rigours 

of 
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of  Famine,  and  other  intolerable  Hardftiips.  In  all 
the  Weftern  Hijiorit-s,  they  cannot  match  the  Bravery 
of  a  Garrifon  in  the  impregnable  Fortrefs  of  Merdin, 
famous  in  our  Annals  for  fuftaining  a  Seven  Tears 
Siege,  where  the  Mighty  Timurle ng  lay  btfore  it  with 
his  Invincible  Army.  That  Scourge  of  Heaven,  to 
terrify  the  Befieg'd,  and  give  'em  an  Earneft  of  his 
Rcfolution,  caus'd  all  the  Old  Trees  round  about  this 
Place  to  be  cut  down,  and  Young  Ones  to  be  planted 
in  far  greater  Numbers  :  Declaring  at  the  fame  Time, 
"  That  he  would  not  raife  the  Seige,  till  thofe  Trees 
"  mould  be  mature  enough  to  bear  Fruit :"  When  that 
Time  came,  he  fent  a  Prefer t  of  the  Fruits  to  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  Garrifon  ;  as  likewife  of  Mutton,  with 
this  Meflage,  "  That  he  took  Pity  on  fo  brave  a  Man, 
"  fearing  left  he  fhould  ftarve  for  Waju  of  Necef- 
"  dries  " 

As  foon  as  the  Governor  had  receiv  d  thefe  Pre- 
ftnts,  turning  to  the  Meflenger,  he  faid,  "  Go  tell  thy 
•'  Matter,  I  thank  him  for  his  Prefent  of  Fruits:  But, 
"  for  the  Flelh,  we  ihallhave  no  Occafion,  fo  long  as 
"  our  Ewes  afford  us  Milk  enough  to  fuftain  the  whole 
««  Garrifon.  And  that  thy  Mafter  may  be  aflur'd  we 
"  are  not  in  want  of  that,  I  will  fend  him  a  Prefent 
"  ef  Cheefes  made  of  the  fame.  Accordingly  he  com- 
manded four  Chafes  to  be  deliver 'd  to  the  Meflen- 
ger i  which,  when  Ttmurleng  faw,  and  had  heard 
the  Words  ef  the  Governor,  he  defpair'd  of  reducing 
that  Place,  though  he  had  laid  before  it  Seven  Tears, 
wanting  only  Two  Moons.  But  had  he  underftood 
what  Sort  of  Ckeifes  thefe  were,  he  would;  no  doabr, 
have  changed  his  Refolarion  :  for.  it  feems,  they 
were  made  of  the  Milk  of  Bitches,  and  were  the  very 
laft  Suftenance  the  Garrifon  had,  except  the  Flejh  it- 
fclf  of  thofe  unclean  Animals. 

Believe  me,  fage  Miniiter,  fuch  Examples  of  Pa- 
tience and  Fortitude  are  very  rare.  And  this  was 
the  more  remarkable,  in  that  it  was  the  firft  Place, 

where 
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where  that  Invincible  General's  Hand  met  with  a  Re- 
pulfe. 

Paris,   i  ft  of  the  8th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1654. 


LETTER     V. 
To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

THIS  is  the  Anniverfary  Day  of  my  Nativity  ; 
which  I  celebrate  not,  as  others  do,  on  fuch 
an  Occafion,  with  Mirth  and  Revelling,  with  Mujick 
and  Songs,  My  Chamber  is  not  perfum'd  with  the 
Incenfi  of  Arabic.,  nor  with  any  extraordinary  Odours  : 
Neither  is  it  adorn'd  with  F/owerj,  Laurel,  or  the 
Branches  of  green  Trees.  I  am  not  at  the  Expence 
of  cojlly  Oils,  to  burn  in  a  Multitude  of  Lamps,  and 
make  joyful  Illuminations,  as  at  a  Feajl.  Such  pom- 
pous Vanity  I  leave  to  thofe,  who  perhaps,  have 
more  Reafon  to  be  merry  in  this  Life,  than  the 
ihoughtful  and  penfive  Mahmut  can  find  out. 

On  the  other  Side,  I  fpend  not  this  Day  in  extreme 
and  fruitlefs  Mourning  :  But  retaining  an  Indifference 
of  Mind,  I  confecrateit  to  the  Str-vice  of  my  Reafsn 
and  Contetnflatlon  ;  which  are  the  only  Things  conft- 
derable  in  Mortal  Man. 

From  the  Minute  that  I  firft  awak'd  this  Morn- 
ing, 1  have  been  pondring  on  myfelf,  and  Human 
Nature.  I  fuffer'd  my  anxious  Thoughts  to  ftart 
back  beyond  the  Hcur  of  my  Birth,  reflecting  on  the 
Imprifanment  I  fuffer'd  in  my  Mother's  Womb,  which 
yet  I  cannot  in  the  lead  remember.  And  this  is  the 
Cafe  of  all  Men.  We  know  not  how  we  came  into 
this  open  World  of  Light,  from  that  Region  of  Dark- 
fiefs ;  nor  that  ever  we  were  fo  ihut  up,  but  as  we 
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are  told  by  our  Parents ;  and  common  Experience 
confirms  us,  That  this  is  the  Let  of  all  Mortals.  How 
then  mall  we  be  able  to  difcover  what  State  we 
were  in  before  our  Conception  ?  Whether  we  wore 
in  the  Rank  of  Things  which  have  Exigence,  or  whe- 
ther we  were  rot  hid  in  the  Wornl  of  Netting  ?  1  tell 
thee,  this  Thought  has  fill'd  me  with  great  Inquie- 
tudes. I  am  reftlefs  to  know  my  own  Original. 
I  would  fain  be  inform'd,  if  that  which  they  call 
the  Soul  be  a  Suhjlance  diflinft  from  the  Bceiy,  or 
only  zjincr  Part  of  Matter,  a  Quintet/enc*  of  the 
Elements.  If  it  be  diftmcJ,  as  I  have  Keafon  to  be- 
lieve, 'twould  be  a  fingular  Happinefs,  to  be  fads- 
fied  where  it  was,  before  united  to  this  Machine  of 
Thjb  and  Boars  ;  and  whether  that  Union  be  vo- 
luntary or  fjrc'd:  For  I  muftprofe's  myfelf  to  be 
altogether  in  the  Dark,  as  to  thefe  Scrutinies.  Some- 
times I  join  with  the  Platonijls,  and  conclude  all  HK* 
man  Sculs  to  be  Particles  of  the  divine  Nature,  Beams 
of  the  f te rnal  Sun ;  And,  that  though  our  Light  be 
now  obfcur'd  and  veil'd  under  the  Clouds  of  earthly 
Matter,  yet  we  have  formerly  fhin'd  with  an  un- 
diminifh'd  Splendor,  when  only  embody'd  in  the 
clearer  Air,  or  more  refinM  Subltance  of  the  Sky. 
Perhaps,  I  think,  for  fome  Errors  committed  in  that 
fuperior  State,  we  are  fent  down  into  thefe  Bodies, 
as  into  Prifon,  for  our  Punijhment.  Then  I  am  vex'd 
at  I]AC  fatal  Dulnefs  t>f  my  Memory,  that  retains  no 
Idee-,  of  my  pf.ji  Condition . 

At  oilit-r  Times  (for  like  all  Mortals,  I  am  fubjed 
to  Change)  I  embrace  the  Dsftrincs  of  Pythagoras, 
which  thou  knoweft  are  generally  entertain'd  all  over 
the  Eafi :  And  believing  the  Tranfmigrc.t'nn  of  Souls 
from  one  living  Creature  to  another,  I  cannot  be  cer- 
tain but  that  1  nave  been  an  ELfiant.  a  Cam,:!,  or  a 
Horfe,  or  perhaps  fome  more  ccnttmpttble  Animal ; 
and  for  aught  I  know,  I  have  undergone  all  the  vari- 
eus  Kinds  of  Met  amor phofa  that  ever  Ovid  mention 'd. 

How- 
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However,  Hbe  it  how  it  will,  I  fee  no  Grounds  lo 
make  any  extravagant  Solemnity  on  the  Account  of 
my  being  Born  to  what  I  am  now,  that  is,  a  Man ; 
For  I  thing  we  are  the  only  Spectacles  of  Folly  and 
M:fcry;  among  all  the  Creatures  of  G  O  D. 

We  boaft  of  Arts  and  Sciences ;  yet  the  Wifeft  of 
Mortals  are  always  moft  fenfible,  That  thy  know  No- 
tbhig.  One  Man  builds  a  irately  Houfe,  a  Place  of 
Repofe  and  Refuge  for  himfelf  and  his  Family  ;  ano- 
ther comes  and  pulls  it  down,  demolishing  the  only 
Handing  Monument  of  his  Brother's  Prudence,  or  ra- 
ther of  his  Folly,  who  perhaps,  confumed  the  greateft 
Part  of  his  Ejh>te  in  that  coilly  Fabrick  :  Whereas 
among  all  his  Sciences  ;  had  he  but  learn'ci  to  Kaow 
Himfeif,  an  humble  convenient  Cottage  wonld  have 
feiVd  his  N^crj/jties,  during  his  Jhort  Life,  and  fo  he 
might  have  avoided  the  Strike  of  Envy. 

I  tell  thee,  my  Friend,  I  cannot  build  dltars  to 
Fortune,  nor  adore  the  external  Pageantry  of  the 
Rich  and  Great.  I  equally  hate  to  be  flatter'd  my- 
felf,  as  thofc  who  invite  their  Friends  to  folemnize 
their  Birth -Day. 

Yet  in  thus  contemning  eternal  Honour,  I  do  the 
greateft  Reverence  to  myfclf,  whillt  I  preferve  my 
Reafon  free  from  being  violated  or  prophan'd  by 
fmlijb  Cujlcms, 

Paris,   \&  of  the  %ih  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1 65.4. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    VI. 

To  the  Seli&ar  Aga,  cr  Sword-Bearer, 
to  the  Grand  Signior. 

SOmetimes  we  feem  to  be  afleep  here  in  this  City 
for  want  of  News.  But  of  late  we  have  been 
rouz'd  by  Polt  upon  Poll :  Some  bringing  Intelligence 
of  the  Surrender  of  Stenay  to  the  French  King  ; 
Others  of  the  Revolt  of  Barcelona  from  the  Spaniards. 
But  that  which  is  of  frelheft  Date,  and  for  which  all  the 
Streets  of  Paris  &re  tins  Night  illuminated  with  Bone- 
fires,  is  the  Relief  of  4rra.>,  where  the  French  have  ob- 
tain'd  a  glorious  Viftory.  The  Number  of  the  Dead  is 
not  yet  known,  but  faid  to  be  very  great.  And  'tis 
certain  the  Vi&ors  have  taken  above  Seven  Thoufand 
Prisoners,  Sixty  Cannon,  Five  Thoufand  Waggons, 
an  equal  Number  cf  Horfes,  with  all  the  Plate  and 
rich  Furniture  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  Arch- Duke 
Leopold,  Francis  of  Lorrain>  and  the  "Other  Grandees 
of  the  Spamjb  Army.  In  fine,  the  French  are  Mailers 
of  the  Town,  and  of  the  Field,  and  all  Flanders  ap- 
pears now  too  little  to  hold  'em. 

Thefe  continual  SuccefTes  redound  much  to  the 
Eilablifhaient  of  Cardinal  Mazarini,  who  now  feems 
above  the  Stroke  of  Misfortune,  or  Malice.  Yet 
no  Man  can  call  himfelf  happy  till  the  Hour  of 
his  Death,  which  alone  releafes  us  from  all  Human 
Miferies. 

Some  Days  ago,  I  receiv'd  a  Letter  from  Nathan 
Bin  Saddi,  which  informs  me  of  the  Death  of  the 
Roman  King,  and  of  feveral  Prodigies  which  werefecn 
before,  and  about  the  Time  of  his  Departure. 

When  he  was  firft  taken  fick,  there  arofe  a  vio- 
lent Tempeil  of  Wind,  which  blew  down  the  O*/} 

from 
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from  of  one  their  Churches.  After  this,  followed 
s  terrible  Earthquake  that  fhook  the  whole  City, 
threatning  to  remove  its  Foundations.  Moreover, 
an  old  Eagle,  •  a  Domeflick  of  the  Imperial  Palace, 
and  that  had  liv'd  there  many  Years,  took  Wing 
the  Day  before  the  King's  Sicknefs,  and  flew  quite 
away.  Then  the  Bells  of  the  Imperial  Chappel  rung 
thrice,  of  their  own  Accord,  in  the  Space  of  Twelve 
Hours.  Thus  far  the  Jew  afllires  me  is  true.  There 
are  additional  Reports  of  ftrange  Apparitions  that 
were  feen  about  Vienna  during  the  Sicknefs  of  this 
Prince,  as  of  a  Funeral  Procejfion  after  Midnight, 
through  the  Courts  of  the  Palace  ;  and  of  a  Shower 
of  warm  Biood  that  fell  at  Noon-day  in  the  Streets  of 
that  City.  But  thefe  I  have  only  from  the  Mouth  of 
common  Fame,  which,  thou  knoweft  does  not  always 
fpeak  Truth. 

I  defire  thee  and  all  the  Minifters,  to  make  Di- 
ftinflion  between  thofe  PafTages  which  I  afcertain, 
and  the  doubtful  Relations  of  the  Multitude.  In 
thefe  Cafes,  Men  are  prone  to  Supe>Jiition,  and  love 
to  be  the  Authors  of  protentoas  News.  But  thou 
may 'ft  believe  what  the  Jew  relates  ,  for  he  never 
afFecls  to  be  fabulous. 

'T  would  tempt  one  to  afk,  What  ftrange  hidden 
Poiuer  produces  thefe  unufual  Signs  ?  Whether  we 
Mortals  are  under  the  Cultody  of  Invijible  Beings 
who  teach  the  Elements  and  other  Creatures  to  utter 
the  future  Events  of  Fate  ?  Or,  whether  all  thefe 
Things  which  appear  fo  firange  ana  furprizing,  be 
not  mere  Cafuakies  ;  Accidents  of  Nature  happening 
of  Courlj,  and  only  made  Remarkable  by  their  Tim- 
ing ?  Vv"i:o  knovvs,  but  that  the  voluntary  Ringing  of 
the  Bells  might  proceed  from  the  Motion  of  the 
Tower  where  they  hung  during  the  Earthquake  ? 
Or,  Wm  need  we  woivior,  that  a  Crofs  or  a  Crefcent 
fhouldbe  b'owtidown  from  the  Fop  of  a  high  Mina- 
ret, by  a  violent  Tempell  of  Wind  ? 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Things  appear  to  me  as  natural,  as  for  the 
Rain  to  lodge  all  the  Corn  in  the  Fields  j  or  for  a 
Storm  to  tear  up  the  Trees  by  the  Roots  ;  overturn 
Heufes,  and  commit  a  Thoufand  other  Violences. 
Neither  do  I  perceive  any  Thing  worthy  Admiration 
in  the  Flight  of  the  Eagle.  Perhaps  fome  Royal  Ca- 
price fprung  in  the  Head  of  that  King  of  Birds ; 
which  he  never  felt  before.  There  s  nothing  of 
Prodigy  in  all  this,  bur  only  becaufe  it  happen'd  nt 
fuch  a  critical  Juncture.  Had  it  been  at  another  Time, 
no  Body,  perhaps,  would  have  taken  Notice  of  it, 
any  more  than  they  do  of  Earthquakes  at  Naples, 
which  are  common  in  that  Country,  where  the  Earth 
is  very  hollow,  being  made  fo  by  Veins  of  continual 
burning  Sulphur.  They  have  felt  feveral  in  that  King- 
dom within  thefe  Two  Moons,  as  alfo  at  Rome  ;  but  no 
great  Hurt  has  been  done. 

Nathan  informs  me  alfo,  That  the  Venetian  Am- 
baflador  at  Vienna,  lias  diftributed  great  Sums  of 
Money,  in  Token  of  his  Joy,  for  the  late  Victory 
that  Rtpublick  obtain'd  againft  the  Muffulmans.  This 
.appears  to  me  a  real  Prodigy,  That  the  Ottomans, 
who  are  Invincible  by  Land,  yet  ftill  come  off  with 
Lofs  at  Sea. 

Queen  Chrijlina  of  Sweden  is  expected,  here  e'er 
long.  She  came  te  Antwerp  in  the  Habit  of  a  Man, 
which  occafions  Variety  of  Cenfures.  The  French 
call  her,  the  Learned  Amazon,  me  being  well  vers'd 
in  many  Languages  and  Sciences.  They  extol  her 
Virtues  and  Perfection,  ftiling  her  the  Phcenix  of 
the  Age.  All  the  Weftern  Nazarenes  are  devout  Ad- 
mirers of  Women  :  And  one  of  their  famous  Sages, 
whom  the  call  Henry  Cornelius  Agrippa,  wrote  a  fe- 
left  Treatife  in  Praife  of  that  Sex  ;  wherein  he  endea- 
vours to  prove,  That  they  are  more  excellent  and  no- 
ble Creatures  than  Men.  But  he  v*3uld  find  few 
Profelytes  in  the  Eaft, 

Tie 
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'Tis  certain,  there  have  been  very  famous  Women 
in  all  Ages,  and  it  would  be  Envy  in  Men  t©  deny 
them  their  due  Praiie.  Such  was  Dido,  Queen  of 

ils,  ^[h 


Carthage,  the  Poman  Lucre  tia,  the  Sybi 
Pythagoras's  Wife,  with  his  Daughter  Dama,  Sap- 
fho  the  Poetefs,  with  innumerable  others,  both  of 
Eaft  and  Weft,  renown'd  for  their  Vertue,  Learning, 
or  Valour  in  the  Wars.  But  it  does  not  follow,  that 
they  therefore  furpafs  Men. 

Let  us  ketp  the  Rank  in  which  GOD  and  Nature 
have  placed  us,  without  being  churlish  or  effeminate. 
And  this  is  the  belt  Way  to  get  and  retain  the  Eiteera 
of  that  nice  Sex,  who  hate  a  Clown,  and  defpife  a 
Coward. 

Paris,  3Oth  of  the  8th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1654. 


LETTER    VII. 

To  Pefleti  Hali,  his   Brother^  Mafter  of 
the  Cuftoms  at  Conftantinople, 

THOU  art  he  to  whom  I  can  unmafk :  Witk 
others  I  converfe  (like  our  Women  in  Tur- 
key) under  a  Veil  When  I  write  to  the  Grandees  of 
the  Porte,  'tis  necefTary  for  me  to  difTembie  many 
Thing?,  and  to  feign  lome,  that  I  may  be  credited 
in  others,  and  not^be  fufpefted  in  all.  But  with 
thee  I  ufe  no  Artifke  or  Difguife  :  Thou  halt  a 
kind  of  natural  P-ight  to  my  fecret  Tnoughts  be- 
yond the  Claim  of  a  Brother,  I  owe  thee  an  entire 
Confidence  on  the  Score  of  Friendfhip ;  and  I  feem 
to  wrong  my  felf,  when  I  conceal  my  Sentiments 
from  thee.  For,  Befides  the  Tie  of  Blood,  we  were 
fartners  together  in  the  Adventures  of  Youth  ;  and 
C  the 


a6      L  E  T  T  E~  R  s  Writ  by     Vol.  V. 

the  mutual  good  Offices  that  part  between  us,  faft- 
tned  our  Affection  with  ftronger  Bands  than  thofe  of 
our  Birth.  Nor  were  we  fo  unhappy  as  to  fuffer 
the  little  youthful  Emulations,  which  are  common 
between  Sons  of  the  fame  Mother,  to  ftifle  the  more 
folid  and  generotss  Efforts  of  real  Love.  Our  Friend- 
fhip  grew  up  with  our  Years,  cemented  by  Intereft  as 
veil  as  Affection  j  and  I  efteem  Peftcli,  but  my  felf, 
in  another  Figure.  If  thou  haft  the  fame  Regard  to 
me,  am  I  happy.  Let  us  continue  to  cherifti  this 
noble  Paffion.  The  kaft  Coldnefs  or  Referve  now, 
would  appear  to  me  more  hateful  than  a  Divorce, 
more  terrible  than  Death. 

'Tis  but  reafenable,  that  among  the  many  Services 
our  Great  Mejler  claims  at  our  Hands,  we  fhould 
employ  feme  of  our  Time  and  Care  to  ourfelves. 
We  owe  the  Sultan  much,  but  both  He  and  We  owe 
Nature  more,  without  whofe  Bounty  and  Provi- 
dence, We  had  never  had  the  Honour,  or  He  the 
Profit  of  .our  being  in  his  Debt.  He  is  more  deeply 
cngag'd  in  Fortune's  Tally  than  We  ;  but  in  the  Ac- 
compts  of  Nature  we  are  all  equal.  She  is  the  uni- 
yerfal  Creditor  of  Mankind.  We  are  indebted  to  her 
for  all  we  have  ;  yet,  metLinks,  nothing  fo  much 
enhances  our  Score,  as  the  ill  Menage  of  Time  : 
In  that  we  ftill  run  in  Arrears,  whilft  the  hafty 
Minutes  poft  forward,  never  to  be  revok'd  :  and 
yet  we  neither  lay  hold  on  'em  in  their  Flight,  nor  fo 
jnuch  as  imprint  on  any  of  them,  the  kaft  tranfient 
IV.  ark  of  Vertue  and  Wifdom.  Thus  our  Lives  Hide 
away  without  Proht,  till  the  laft  Sand  tells  us,  V/t 
ere  Bankrupts  ;  Nature  will  xct  trujl  us  in.  it  it  a  Mo~ 
went  longer. 

'Tis  Time  therefore,  dear  Brother,  for  Thee  and 
Me,  to  look  about  us ;  and  fmce  'tis  impoffible  for 
us  to  make  full  Payment,  let  us  at  leaft  compound 
with  Nature,  and  getting  an  Acquittance  for  what  is 
f  aft  ?  nd  irrecoverable,  let  us  be  fure  to  cancel  the 

re- 
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••remaining  Part  of  the   Score  by  a  wife  Improve- 
ment of  every  Minute. 

Think  not  that  Mahmut'n  perfuading  thee  to  turn 
Dervife,  or  to  beftow  all  thy  Time  in  Prayers :  Such 
rigorous  Devotion  is  not  confident  with  the  Life 
of  a  Man  in  thy  Station.  But  permit  me,  dear 
Pcjltll,  to  counfel  thee  not  to  build  Altars  to  Fortune, 
and  confecrate  all  thy  vacant  Hours  to  her  Service. 
I  am  told,  thou  art  grown  a  great  Gamrftsr,  not 
only  at  the  Polemick  T raveffcs  of  Chefs,  but  alfo  at 
Plays  of  Hazard  :  The  former  of  the  Two  is  the 
moit  innocent,  yet  'tis  too  intricate  and  puzzling, 
deferves  the  Name  of  Baftnefs,  rather  than  of  Re- 
creation. :  It  commits  a  Rape  on  the  Mind,  whilft 
it  requires  as  much  Attention  and  Abractednei's  of 
Thoughts,  as  would  deferve  to  trace  out  the  Con- 
duifl  of  a  Batt'.e  or  a  Siege.  But  the  latter  have 
a  far  vvorfe  Influence  on  our  Paffions,  by  excring 
us  to  immoderate  Defire,  Hope,  Joy,  and  Grief, 
for  mere  Trifles,  the  uncertain  Produces  of-  Chance. 
Therefore  are  they  forbidden  by  our  Hy/y  Prophet. 
And,  'tis  not  to  be  number 'd  among  the  Commenda- 
tions of  a  Mujjiilman,  to  be  dextrous  at  managing 
the  Cardt  and  Dice. 

When  thou  art  difpos'd  to  unbend  thy  Mind,  I 
would  rather  counfel  thee  to  ufe  fome  healthful  Ex- 
ercife;  fuch  as  may  ventilate  thy  melancholy  Blood. 
Oar  Fathers  were  wont  at  fuch  Times,  to  divert  them- 
(elves  with  Bows  and  Arrows,  Hunting,  Wreftling, 
and  the  like  Manly  Paftimes;  thus  making  their  Pri- 
vate Recreations  fabfervient  to  the  Publick,  whilil 
they  fported  themfelves  into  the  Difcipline  of  War, 
and  inured  their  Bodeis  to  Labour,  even  at  thofe 
Hours,  when  their  Minds  fought  Reft. 

What  !  though  Claudius  Cfefar  devoted  himfelf  to 

Gaming  with  Dice,  and  wrote  a  Book  in  Praife  of  his 

Folly.  What !  tho'  Domitian  the  Emperor,  and  Tbeo- 

•dor'uk,  King  of  the  Goths,  fpent  whole  Nights  and 

C  2  Days 
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Days  in  this  unprofitable  Play  ?  Thou  haft  not  read 
or  heard  of  fuch  Examples  among  the  Renowned 
Sons  of  Ottoman.  Our  Glorious  Sultans  were  never 
vacant  to  thefe  Fooleries.  And,  if  they  had,  their 
Practices  cannot  juitify  a  Subject's  Initiation.  Nei- 
ther would'ft  thou  be  ib  in  Love  with  Gaming,  didft 
thou  confsder  what  unhappy  Deftinies  have  com- 
monly artcnded  the  Votaries  of  Fortune.  Whole 
Eftates  have  been  fquanderd  away  at  Due,  in  a 
Night,  Families  ruin'd  and  the  Gamefter  himfelf 
j-nprifon'd  in  the  Morning.  He  that  Yeflerday  was 
Matter  of  great  Poffeffions,  and  a  Companion  for 
Princes,  by  the  Effecls  of  this  accurfed  Vanity,  has 
bereav'd  himfelf  of  All,  and  is  1  o-day  become  the; 
Scorn  of  Beggers. 

The  CJnnefe  are  fo  bewitch 'd  with  Love  of  Gam- 
ing, that  when  they  have  loft  all  their  Stakes,  they 
pawn  themfelves,  their  Wives  and  Children  ;  which 
if  the  Fort  tine  of  the  Dice  turn  againft  them,  become 
all  Bond-flaves  to  the  Winner,  Here  is  aZ>tr<z,7/£  in 
this  City  of  the  Order  of  the  Jefuits,  who  lately  came 
from  Ckiva.  Among  other  learn 'd  Men,  I  fome- 
times  coffverfe  with  him.  He  relates  many  pretty 
Paflages  of  that  People,  but  one  is  Tragical,  whereof 
he  himfelf  was  an  Eye  Witnefs. 

He  fays,  That  in  the  Province  of  Queintong,  a  cer- 
tain Nobleman  who  had  ferv'd  in  the  War,  and  ac- 
quir'd  great  Fame  and  Honour,  was  envied  by  one 
of  his  Neighbours  who  likewife  hed  been  a  Captain, 
and  much  in  Favour  at  the  Court.  Their  Emulations 
carried  'em  to  many  ill  Offices,  and  at  laft  to  open 
Defiance.  The  Emperor  being  made  fenfible  of  the 
Haf.ed  ti  at  was  between  theie  two  Officers,  and  be- 
ing unwilling  their  Fury  mould  precipitate  them  to 
the  Ruin  of  each  other,  becaume  himfelf  an  Arbi- 
trator or  tr.eir  zfuarrti  ;  laying  his  Commaads  on 
'em,  to  embrace  and  eat  together,  which  is  an  affur'd 
Token  of  Reconciliation  and  FriendfLip  in  that 

Countvr. 
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Country.  They  obey'd  the  Will  of  their  Sowtretfft. 
But  fitting  up  late  one  Night  at  Dice,  it  was  the 
'Captain's  ill  Fortune  to  lofe  all  he  had  to  the  Noble- 
man. Mad  at  his  unlucky  Chance,  and  in  Hopes  to 
retrieve  his  Lofs,  he  fends  for  his  Wife  and  three 
young  Sons,  who  with  himfelf  he  pawn'dto  the  No- 
bltman  for  a  confiderable  Smm  of  Money,  and  fell 
afreih  to  play  :  But  Fate  was  his  Enemy  ;  he  loil  All. 
Whereupon  in  Defpair  he  ftabs  his  Wife  and  three 
Children,  and  laftly  falls  on  his  Sword  ;  glorying, 
that  he  and  his  Family  fhould  thus  efcape  a  hated  Cap- 
tivity to  his  old  Enemy. 

Tell  me  dear  Pefteli,  Haclft  thou  feen  this  Tragedy, 
would  it  not  have  made  thee  refolve  againit  Gaming 
during  thy  Life  ?  AfTuredly.  our  Holy  Prcfhet  frowns 
from  his  Earadifc,  on  thofe  who  violate  his  Lan.vs. 
He  knew  our  Paffions,  and.  which  were  the  molt 
dangerous  ;  therefore  he  prohibited  fach  Things, 
as  are  moft  likely  to  betray  us  to  Violence,  and 
an  incurable  Diforder.  If  thou  wilt  acquit  thy 
felf  a  gocd  MuJ/iihnan,  thou  muft  not  leap  over  thefe 
Prohibition?,  accounting  them  fmall  and  indifferent 
Trifles.  Remember  the  Saying  of  the  Holy  Do£cr, 
and  Leader  of  the  Mujjitltnen  Armies,  the  chaile  Of- 
)?ian,  A  little  Spark  ivillfct  a  iihole  City  en  Firr.  And 
the  Roman  Satyriji  has  obfcrv'd,  That  no  Man  be- 
comes Wicked  all  at  once.  Think  tlvn  with  thy  felf, 
'tis  for  this  Reafon  the  MtJ/c»ger  of  GOD  has  forbid 
Gaming  to  the  True  Faithful,  not  as  a  Thing  in  it 
felf  naturally  Evil,  but  only  morally,  fo  as  it  is  a  Step 
to  the  greateftVice.  For  whiift  we  captivate  ourfelves 
to  Chance,  we  lofe  our  Authority  over  our  Paffions. 
We  ftand  or  fall  at  the  uncertain  Caft  of  the  Dice.  We 
are  Slaves  to  the  feebleft  Wifhes ;  which  if  they  fucceed 
not,  we  grow  Furious,  Profligate,  and  Impious.  B.i- 
nimingall  Prudence,  Temperance,  and  Juitice,  we  be- 
come Impudent,  and  fit  for  the  blackeft  Crimes 

C  3  Taka 
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Take  not  in  ill  Part  thewholefome  Admonition  of 
a  Brother,  who  rnanifefts  his  Love  in  thus  reproving 
thee  without  Flattery.  Ufe  the  fame  Freedom  when, 
ihou  l$ear<.ft  I  am  guilty  of  any  unneceffary  Vice  :  Fot 
the  l\.;lick  Sefvict  turns  feme  Ficet  into  Virtua. 

Paris,  1 4th  of  tie  i  oth  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1654. 

LETTER    VIII. 

To  the  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

5  Believe  thou  haft  a  Mind  to  try  rnj  Temper,  to 
make  an  Experiment  upon  me,  and  fee  whether 
i'm  Proofagaii.lt  thy  Anger  :  Elie,  Why  ihould  Ke- 
nc<n  Beta's  Bafiaefb  be  reviv'd  again,  afte/  it  had  been 
buried  above  theie  four  Years  ?  I  examine  not  what 
mighty  Intereft  thou  haft  in  that  Officer,  that  thou 
afrem  efpoufeft  his  old  Quarrel,  as  if  'twere  thy  own. 
Thy  Affairs  are  belt  known  to  thyfelf.  But  let  me 
tell  thee.  'twill  not  redound  much  to  thy  Credit  to 
be  found  panial.  J  honour  thee  with  all  the  Devoir 
that  is  due  to  a  Minijlcr  in  thy  Station,  and  with 
fomething  more,  for  the  Efteem  a  Man  has  for  his 
Friend,  is  fingular  and  beyond  Ceremonies:  But 
ftill  he  owes  fome  Regard  to  himfelf.  Self-pre- 
fervation  is  rooted  in  the  Center  of  our  Nature  ; 
and  few  will  be  knowingly  complaifant  to  their 
Ruin  I  am  puzzled  what  to  think,  or  how  to  write, 
thy  laft  Letter  has  put.  my  into  fuch  a  Hurly-burly. 
A  Thoufand  Imaginations,  like  Whirlwinds,  tear  up 
ray  moft  folid  Thoughts  by  the  Roots.  I'm  in  as  wild 
a  Condition  at  a  Man  in  an  Earthquake,  leaping 
this  Way  and  <hat  Way,  yet  knows  not  where  to  fix. 
IMS  Foot  in  Safety. 
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If  I  perfevere  in  calling  thee  Friend,  perhaps 
thou  will  accufe  me  of  Preemption.  If  I  change 
my  Stile,  aad  fuppofe  thee  under  another  Charac- 
ter, Ingratitude  will  be  laid  to  mj  Charge.  To  vin- 
dicate my  Adtions,  will  be  interpreted  Obitinacy ;  and 
to  own  rnyfclf  in  the  Fault,  will  be  counted  Weak- 
nefs  :  Nay,  all  the  World  will  call  me  Fool,  in  con- 
demning myfelf  for  Thiugs,  whereof  I  never  was 
Guilty.  What  fliall  I  do  in  this  Cafe  ?  I  am  na- 
turally Thoughtful  arid  Melancholy.  The  Words 
that  fpring  from  Refentment,  cleave  faft  to  my 
Mind,  and  breed  a  Thoufand  Inferences.  My  bu- 
fy  Apprehenfion  extracts  Menaces  out  of  the  moft 
artificial  Expreffions.  I  look  on  myfelf  as  mark'd 
out  for  a  Sacrijice  one  Time  or  other.  The  Will 
of  Dejtiny  be  done,  early  or  late  :  I  will  not  go  out 
of  my  Road  to  avoid  it :  Since  it  is  but  ill  Hufbandrv 
of  lime,  to  borrow  it  from'  the  ineffable  Joys  of 
Paradife*  to  multiply  a  few  Days  or  Years  of  a  mife- 
rable  Life  on  Earth. 

As  for  the  Treafurer,  and  the  reft  of  my  Accufers* 
let  them  know,  that  I  will  perfevere  in  doing  my  Du«- 
ty  to  the  Grand  Seignior,  without  warping  to  thc. 
Right-hand  or  to  the  Left,  far  Fear  or  Favour. 

Bat  if  my  Private  Agency  in  thefe  Parts  meets  with 
Rubs  and  Checks  for  Want  of  Money  ,  let  the  Blame 
reft  on  thofe,  whole  Charge  is  to  fupp!y  me  with: 
what  is  necsfTary  for  a  Man  in  my  Station  :  For 
henceforward,  Mabmut  will  not  reproach'd  no  more 
for  demanding  his  Penfion. 

Think  not  'tis  an  eafy  Thing  for  a  Man  to  be  al- 
ways a  Counterfeit,  and  never  to  have  his  Mind  un- 
bent ;  to  ac~t  t%vo  contrary  Parts  at  the  fame  Time,  to 
be  True  and  Falfe  ;  a  Mitffultium  and  Servant  of  the 
Grand  Seignior  in  Reality  ;  a  Cbrijiian  and  Subjeft  of 
France  in  Appearance.  My  Soul  is  perpetually  itrech- 
ed  upon  the  Rack  of  watchful  Thoughts,  and  bufy 
Inveuuon,  Icil  by  fome  improvident  Word  or  Deed, 
C  4  my 
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my  t>ifeuife  mould  fall  off,  and  I  appear  in  my  na- 
ked Colours. 

'Tis  but  Reafon,  therefore,  that  whilft  this  vaft 
Solicitude  tak  ;s  up  all  my  Faculties,  the  Care  of  my 
bubitance  Ihould  reft  on  thofe  who  employ  me.  Let 
not  the  Minijlers  of  the  Benign  Porte  be  peeviih  at  me 
without  a  Caufe  :  For  I  imprecate,  Serene  Grandee* 
That  God  would  fplit  my  Soul  into  Ten  Thoufand  im- 
mortal Splinters,  if  ever  I  betray  my  Truft.  But  need- 
Icfs  Safpicion  would  tempt  a  Man  to  Treachery. 

Paris,  1 4th  of  the  loth  Mcont 
of  the  Tear  1654. 


LETTER    IX. 

To  the  Venerable  Mufti. 

THE  Pope  has  been  fickfor  a  confiderableTime 
and  'tis  now  ftrongly  reported,  He  is  dead. 
They  talk  of  the  Exprefs  that  is  come  to  the  Chancel' 
lor  of  France,  to  certify  him  of  it,  and  to  confult 
about  the  next  Elefiien.  But  this  is  not  credited  here, 
being  only  look'd  upon  as  a  Roman  or  Spanifo  Arti- 
fice, to  found  the  Inclinations  of  this  Court  before- 
hand ;  that  fo  they  may  be  able  to  countermine  the 
French  Intereft,  when  the  Pope  fhall  really  die.  And 
'tis  not  expected  he  fhouldlive  long,  being  of  a  great 
Age,  and  worn  out  with  Cares  and  Sicknefs. 

'Tis  certain  he  has  made  his  Will,  where! a  two 
Millions  of  Gold  are  giren  to  the  Trcafury,  founded 
by  his  Predeccjjors,  to  ferve  the  Church  in  its  extreme 
Neceffities.  But  'tis  a  Thoufand  to  One,  if  fome  fu- 
ture Pontiff,  fuccecding  in  that  Chair,  do.  not,  in  his 
unerring  Judgment,  interpret  his  own  perfonal  Oc- 
cafions,  or  thofe  of  his  Nephews,  to  be  the  extreme 

Ne- 
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Neceffities  of  the  Church ;  and  then,  all   this   huge 
Mafs  of  Wealth  is  entirely  gone. 

He  has  likewife  bequeath'd  large  Legacies  to  his 
Sifter- in -law,  whom  they  call  Donna  Qlympia,  and  to 
others  of  his  Relations  and  Creatures.  And  'tis  thought 
this  Lady  will  more  than  doubly  pay  herfelf,  having 
the  Management  of  all  his  Affairs.  Indeed,  during 
his  Reign,  it  may  be  faid,  the  whole  Reman  Church 
was  gevern'd  by  a  Woman  :  For  this  Prelate  would 
never  do  any  Thing  without  her  Advice. 

She  was  born  of  an  obfcure  Family,  but  is  a  high 
Spirit,  ambitious  of  Rule,  and  a  Perfon  of  great  Abi- 
lities :  Extremely  covetous  and  fubJe  ;  turning  and 
winding  all  Events  to  her  own  Profit.  All  Prefer- 
ments were  at  her  Difpofal :  She  fold  Bijbopricks,  Ab- 
lies,  and  other  EccLfi^Jlical  Dignities,  at  her  own 
Rates,  and  to  whom  (be  pleas 'd.  In  fine,  Whofoever 
had  any  Bufmefs  with  t&ePope,  made  their  Addrefies 
to  her.  By  which  Means  me  has  heap'd  together  a 
prodigious  Treafure,  and  is  efteem'd  the  nchefl  Lady 
in  Europe.  'Tis  thought,  me  would  have  fold  even 
the  Pope,  and  Rome  itfelf,  the  Capital  Seat  of  the 
Chrijiian  Empire,  rather  than  refus'd  a  proportionate 
Offer  of  Gold,  could  me  have  met  with  a  Chapman 
to  her  Mind.  This  would  have  been  a  Merchandife 
fit  for  the  Grand  Seignior,  were  it  not  referv'd  as  a 
Prize ,  for  the  victorious  Arms  deftin'd  to  conquer  all 
Things. 

The  French  feem  mightily  concern'd  for  the  Tra- 
gedies aded  in  Poland  by  the  Mufcovites.  'Tis  af- 
firm'd,  That  they  have  taken  the  Town  .of  Viteb/ko 
by  Storm  (putting  Men,  Women  and  Childern  to 
the  Sword)  with  divers  other  Cities,  and  Places  of 
Strength  :  And  that  they  have  laid  in  Ames  all  the 
Towns  and  Villages  round  about  Smolcnjko  ;  fo  that 
there  is  Nothing  to  be  feen  but  Ruin  and  Defolation. 
for  above  an  Hundred  Miles  rou-nd  that  City ;  which 
alfo  is  now  clofely  befieg'd  by  the  Forces  oif  the  Czar. 
C  5  If 
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If  thefe  Northern  Ivfdels  go  on,  and  make  fuch 
bloody  Work  where  they  come,  they  will  in  a 
fhortTime,  over-  run  and  dif- people  all  Europe.  But 
'tis  to  be  hoped  the  Tartars,  who  are  lately  enter "d 
into  a  League  with  P  eland,  will  put  a  Stop  to  the 
cruel  Victories  of  the  Mi-fco'vitei,  and  chaftife  the 
Treafon  of  the  Crffacks,  who  join  with  them  contrary 
to  their  F«ith  given  to  the  King  of  Poland. 

They  fay,  Four  Grandees  of  Tartary  are  arrived  as 
Hoftages  at  Warfaiu^  and  as  many  Lords  of  Poland, 
are  fent  on  the  fame  Errand  to  the  Court  of  the  Cham\. 
who,  as  a  farther  Evidence  of  fcis  Integrity,  has  re- 
Jeai'd  all  the  Polijh  Captives  in  his  Dominions,  and, 
fent  the  Ambafladors  of  the  Coflacks  home,  without 
their  Nofes  and  Ears,  as  a  Mark  of  his  irreconcile- 
able  Jndigna;ion  at  their  Infidelity. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  am  extremely  afflicted  to  hear 
of  our  continual  Lofles  by  Sea.  They  fay  here,  that 
above  Six  Thoufand  MuJ/ulmans  were  killed  in  the 
late  Fight  in  the  Hf  lief  font ;  and  that  we  have  loft- 
Sixteen  Gallics,  befides  Ships  of  War.  ThztE/ement 
one  would  conclude,  is  fatal  to  the  Ottoman  Empire. 
Neither  have  we  had  much  better  Succefs  by  Land 
this  Campaign.  Yet  Chufaein,  the  Vizir  dzem,  and 
General  in  Candia,  has  performed  very  Heroick. 
Things.  To  fpeak  impartially,  and  give  due  Ho- 
nour to  our  Enemies,  the  Maltefts,  Venetians,  and 
French,  have  not  been  wanting  in  any  Point  of  Bra- 
very. Which  alfo  redounds  to  the  greater  Honour 
of  tee  MuffitlmaKs,  in  that  they  drew  their  Sword 
againft  the  Hpwer  of  Cbrifundom,  and  not  againft, 
Oiv/s  and  Pigmia.  Surh  are  the  Psrfitms,  when  we 
encounter  'cm  ;  for  either  they  dare  net  endure  the 
Luftre,  and  ftand  the  Brunt  of  our  Invincible  Arms; 
cr  if  they  do,  they  fink  under  the  firft  Shock. 

When  I  name  thefe  Hereticks,  I  fpit  on  the  Ground 
tn  Dttefi£tion  of  their  Errors  :  For  they  are  worfe 
than  tie  Zindicks  and  Giafers.  I  have  more  Charity. 

for 
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for  a  Cbriftian  or  a  Teiv,  than  I  have  for  thefe  Ver- 
min of  the  Land.  In  fine,  I  \vifh  they  were  extir- 
pated from  the  Earth ;  and  that  they  may  after  this 
Life,  be  either  metamorphos'd  into  Hogs,  which 
Creatore  thou  knowcft,  is  an  Abmination  to  all  good 
Men  and  Angels,  (and  they  already  referable  it  in 
their  Uncleannefs)  or  elfe  that  they  may  become  the 
djffis  of  the  Jtius  in  Hell,  to  carry  their  Burthens  for 
a  Thoufand  Ages. 

Paris,   I  ~th  of  the  i  ith  l;loon, 
of  the  Tear  1654. 


LETTER    X. 

To  Peftcli-Hali,  bis  Brother ,  Matter  */ 
the  Grand  Seignior'^  Gufloms. 

TH  E  God  of  our  Fathers  grant  thee  as  much  Joy 
every  Minute  of  thy  Life,  as  I  feel  at,  his  In- 
ftant.  Wih  thou  know  the  Occafion  of  this  unufual 
Tranfport  ?  I  hardly  believe  myfelf,  when  I  tell  thee 
of  an  Adventure,  the  moft  farprizing  that  ever  hap- 
pened to  me  fmce  my  Arrival  in  this  City.  And  per- 
haps thou  wilt  think  I  romance  in  relating  it :  Butaf- 
fure  thyfelf,  that  of  a  Truth  Qtuamitbt  our  Mother  is 
at  this  Time  in  Paris,  with  our  Coufin  Ifouf. 

May  a  Thoufand  foft  Paffions  thrill  thy  Heart, 
when  thou  readeft  this  News,  as  they  did  mine,. 
when  at  my  Chamber  Door,  I  firft  faw,  and  knew 
the  Face  of  her  that  bare  me,  after  I  had  given  her 
over  for  Dead  long  ago  ;  for  I  had  heard  no  Tidings- 
of  her  thcfe  eleven  Years.  Good  G  O  D  !  fo  ftrange 
and  unexpected  a  Sight,  had  aim  oft  difmantled  my 
Sen/cs,  thofe  Cut- works  of  the  Soul.  For  a  while 
I  flood  ftill,  aftonifti'd  and  trembling  with  Ecftafie. 
I  was  not  prefently  fatisfy'd,  Whether  I  beheld  a 
C  6 
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Mortal,  or  the  Gbojl  of  one  :  For  they  fay,  thcfe  ap- 
pear in  the  fame  Forms  as  they  bore  when  alive. 
Neither  Age  nor  Travel,  with  all  other  Infinities 
and  Crofles  of  Human  Life,  had  fo  alter'd  her  Com- 
plexion, but  that  I  eafily  difcern'd  manifeft  Features, 
Lineaments,  and  Air  of  my  Mother.  I  conclude 
therefore,  it  muft  be  She,  or  her  Apparition,  if  there 
be  any  fuch  Things. 

Thefe  were  my  firft  Thoughts,  in  that  Walking 
Trance :  But  her  Voice  and  Addrefs  foon  put  me 
ont  of  Doubt ;  when  impatient  to  fee  me  ftand  like 
on  Thunder-ftruck,  me  ran  to  me  with  open  Arms, 
and  Tears  of  Joy  in  her  Eyes,  crying  out  with  a 
Tone  and  Affection  peculiar  to  Women,  Art  thou 
alive,  my  Son  Mahmut  ?  Do  tbefe  Eye  fee  tbee,  or  am 
lin  a  Dream  ? 

For  mjtPart,  I  was  as  much  upon  the  Rapture  as 
ihe,  and  hardly  knew  how  to  deport  myfelf,  or  what 
to  lay  or  do.  Yet  the  Fear  I  was  in,  left  fome  body 
in  the  Houfe  fhould  over  hear  us,  and  make  ill  Con- 
fequences  of  this  pafii«nate  Interveiw,  taught  me  a 
Leflbn  of  Moderation  and  Prudence.  Wherefore  I 
beckon'd  her  to  fupprefs  her  Paffions,  and  converfe 
by  Signs,  as  the  Cuftom  is  at  the  Myjlerious  Porte. 
ThofefilentExpreffions  of  our  mutual  Love,  Joy,  and 
Admiration,  were  not  lefs  iignificant,  becauie  not 
cloth 'd  in  Words.  Thou  knoweft  there's  Eloquence 
enough  in  this  mute  Language.  And  I  was  jealous 
of  Words,  left  fome  inquifitive  Soel  might  undej  ftand 
us,  thought  we  convers'd  in  Arabitk. 

After  our  firft  Emdearments  and  Tendernefles  were 
over,  in  which  my  Coufin  Ifouf  alfo  had  his  Share j 
(for  we  were  all  reciprocally  over -joyed  to  fee  one 
another  in  this  Neft  of  Infidels)  I  began  to  confult 
the  Safety  ef  us  all  Three,  in  providing  convenient 
Lodgings  for  my  Mother  and  Kinfman.  In  order 
to  this,  we  made  a  Vifit  to  Eliacbim  the  Jew,  who 
entertained  us  at  a  Banquet,  after  the  Faihion  of  the 

Eajl. 
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E/»/?.  We  advis'd  with  the  honeft  Hebrew,  about 
our  Affairs,  I  having  made  frequent  and  fufficient 
Proof  of  his  Fidelity  and  Friendfliip.  In  fine.  He 
took  them  both  into  his  Houfe,  under  the  Notions  of 
Greeks,  his  Acquaintance  ;  judging  this  the  fecureft 
Way  prevent  any  Difcovery,  or  even  the  leaft  Suf- 
picion  of  our  Circumftances.  They  have  continued 
there  thefe  five  Days,  and  their  Character  has  not  been 
queftion'd  by  any.  1  vifit  'em  daily,  and  we  pafs  away 
many  Hours  in  recounting  the  different  Adventures  of 
our  Lives,  in  difcourfing  of  our  Friends  in  Arabia* 
Greece,  and  other  Parts  of  the  World,  and  in  concert- 
ing the  beft  Methods  to  ferve  one  another,  till  Death 
fhall  divide  us  from  ourfelves,  as  well  as  from  our 
Friends,  and  rank  us  in  the  Lift  of  In<vijible  Beings, 
\vhofe  State  and  Qualify  we  know  not. 

Well,  but  all  this  while,  I  believe  thou  art  impati- 
ent to  know  what  Motive  of  their  cwn,  or  Turn  of 
Fortu«e,  drove  tkem  into  (b  remote  a  Region  as  France, 
a  Country  inhabited  by  roi;e  but  Ivjidels  :  Shall  I  tell 
thee  in  a  Word  ?  'Twas  Love,  on  her  Part,  and  the 
Defire  of  Novelty,  on  his. 

Our  Coufin  Ijluf,  from  his  Childhood,  felt  power- 
ful Inclinations  to  Travel  :  Which  encreas'd  with  his 
Years,  and  were  much  feeighten'd  by  his  Convert 
with  Greeks,  Armenians,  Franks,  and  fome  Mujfulmans 
at  Ccnjiantinople,  who  had  feen  many  Foreign  Coun- 
tries both  in  the  Eajl  and  Weft. 

The  Relations  they  made  of  the  Curiofities  they 
had  feen,  and  of  their  own  Adventures,  fir'd  his 
youthful  Blo«d,  and  he  form'd  a  Refolutien  to  de- 
part with  the  firft  Convenience  from  Conftantinople, 
and  vifit  all  the  Regions  in  the  World,  if  his  Life  and 
Health  would  hold  out.  I  formerly  acquainted  thee, 
that  he  furvey'd  the  greatelt  Part  of  AJia :  Since 
which  he  fet  forth  again ;  and  having  finiflied  his 
Travels  in  that  Quarter  of  the  World,  he  bent  his 
Courfe  for  Africk ;  where  he  vifited  Egypt,  Bar- 
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bary,  the  Empire  of  Morocco  and  Fe«  }  wkh  that  of 
the  Ethiopians,  and  many  other  Regions  under  the 
Torrid  Zone,  too  tedious  for  me  at  this  Time  to  men- 
ti»n  particularly,  becaufe  I  write  in  Hafte.  Hereafter 
1  (hall  give  thee  a  more  particular  an  Acccount  of  his 
Obfervations,  c3V.  Wherein  thou  wilt  find,  that  Ifouf 
has  not  altogether  loft  his  Time. 

At  kngth,  having  fadsfy'd  himfelf  with  whatfoevcr 
he  thought  worthy  to  be  feen  and  known  in  that 
Southern  Trafl,  he  parted  from  Fez  with  a  Defign  to 
fee  Europe.  Some  Bills  of  Exchange  caus'd  him  to 
to  take  Grand  Caire  in  his  Way,  where  heencounter'd 
my  Mother.  She  perceiving,  that  he  would  take 
Shipping  direftly  for  France,  refolv'd  to  lay  hold  on 
fo  favourable  an  Opportunity  of  feeing  me  once  more 
before  me  died.  Wherefore,  imparting  her  Defign  to 
him,  Ifouf  offer'd  her  his  utmoft  Service,  And  ha- 
ing  fettled  her  Affairs  at  Caire,  and  pack'd  up  her 
Money,  Jewels,  and  other 'NecefTaries,  they  took  the 
Road  of  Scanderoon,  where  they  foon  arriv'd  ;  and 
putting  themfelves  into  the  Habit  of  Greeks,  1/ou/a.l- 
lo  fpeaking  pretty  well  that  Language,  and  the  Lin- 
gua Franca,  they  bargain'd  with  the  Matter  of  a  Vef- 
fel  then  lying  in  the  Harbour,  and  bound  for  Mar- 
feilles.  He  took  them  on  Board,  and  under  the  Pro- 
teftion  and.  Favour  of  Hea<ven>  they  arriv'd  fafe  at 
"Mar j titles,  and  are  now  in  this  City. 

•Yet  anaidft  all  the  Pleafure  I  conceive  in  the  Pre- 
fence  of  fo  near  a  Relation  as  a  Mother,  I  am. 
not  without  fome  Qualms  of  Fear,  left  fome  un- 
fortunate Occurrence  fhould  difeover  her  to  be  not 
Chrijlian  :  For  then,  the  Iffue  might  prove  dangerous 
both  to  her  and  me. 

As  for  Ifouf,  he  defigns  to  tarry  no  longer  in 
Paris,  than  to  inform  himfelf  of  what  is  moft  re- 
markable in  this  City,  and  to  fatisfy  the  other  Ends 
of  a  Traveller.  From  hence,  after  he  has  vifited  the 
chiefeft  Cities  in  France,  he  talks  of  Travelling 

into 
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into  Flaxdtrs,  Holland,  Germany,  Snvedeland,  and 
the  other  Kingdoms  of  Europe.  But  for  Spain  or 
Portugal  he  has  no  Thoughts  ;  either  out  of  Fear  of 
the  Inquisition,  which  is  very  fevere  in  thofe  Coun- 
tries ;  or  out  of  an  Averfion  to  thofe  People,  who 
expell'd  the  Mocrs,  of  which  he  relates  very  Tragi- 
cal Stories,  which  they  told  him  drrip.g  his  Refidence 
at  Morocco -and.  Fez.  In  a  Word,  He  gives  this  Cha- 
racler  of  a  Spaniard,  That  he  is  n  ~Mur.gr d,  between 
u  Man  and  a  Devil.  He  likes  the  Company  of  the 
French,  in  regard  they  converfe  with  a  natural  and 
unreferv'd  Freedom,  which  becomes  them  very  well. 
But  he  has  fpoke  with  none  but  Travellers  yet,  who 
have  been  otherwife  employed,  than  in  Studying 
the  artificial  Difguife  of  Courtiers.  If  he  fojourns 
the  Space  of  Three  Means  in  this  Kingdom,  he  will 
find  feme  of  the  Vre.nch  as  affected  in  their  Way,  as 
other  People :  He  will  encounter  with  a  new  Sort  of 
Frenchmen  in  every  Province.  For  Francs  is  a  mere 
Gallimaufry,  made  up  of  the  Fragments  and  Remnants 
of  other  Nations.  They  differ  r.lfo  in  their  Language, 
as  well  as  in  their  Manners,  one  from  another.  So, 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  Gafcoigns  and  Bretagns  can 
hardly  be  underilood  by  thofe  of  P^m  and  Bid;,  with 
the  acijadent  Parts.  The  Wcftern  People  .are  not  cu- 
rious in  preferving  the  Dialect  of  their  Fathers,  but 
every  dge  introduces  a  Change  in  their  Spttcb  :  Nei- 
ther are  they  diligent  in  retaining  their  Genealogies: 
Whereas,  in  the  Eaft,  thou  knoweft,  the  Languages 
remain  uncorrupted,  the  fame  now  as  they  were  Two 
Thoufand  Years  ago,  or  from  the  Confojlon  of  Babtl. 
The  fame  Care  we  Arabians  have,  ef  our  Tribes  and 
Families 

Son  of  my  Mother,  when  thou  readefl  the  Two  cn- 
clos'd,  and  fhalt  fee  the  very  Hand-writing  of  the 
dear  Oucomiche,  and  Iftuf  our  Kinfman,  let  thy  Heart 
tie  like  the  Valley  of  Admoim,  fragrant  as  a  Grove  of 

Spices  | 
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Spices  :  For  then  thy  Eyes  will  convince  thee,  that 
what  I  write  is  Truth. 

Paris,  22d  of  the  i  ith  Moon 
of  the  Year  1654. 

LETTER    XI. 

Ui  Adonai,  a  Jew,  Prifoncr  in  the  Tower 
oj^Nona,  at  Rome. 

THIS  comes  to  thee  by  the  Hand  of  a  trufty 
Friend  :  Give  entire  Credence  to  hh  Jnftru- 
clions.  To  fay,  I'm  forry  to  hear  of  thy  Misfortune 
would  but  faintly  exprefs  my  Paffion  :  'Tis  not  eafily 
defcrib'd  in  Words  :  I  am  as  melancholy  as  an  Ante- 
lepf,  when  the  SWs  in  Conjunction  with  Saturn. 
This  is  a  fad  Sort  of  a  Beaft,  that  will  neither  eat, 
drink,  nor  fleep  ;  during  that  dull  Afpect. 

In  God\  Name,  How  cam'ft  thou  to  be  f©  free  with, 
thy  Tongue  among  the  Romans  ?  Or,  what  tempted, 
thee  to  meddle  with  their  Religion  and  Laws  ?  Was 
it  not  enoigh,  that  Thou,  and  all  the  Jfws  in  that 
City,  had  Liberty  to  frequent  your  Synagogues,  and 
there  CurfetheG6r//?/£/«  in  antiquated  Hebn<w?  Muft 
you  needs  rail  at  them  in  plain  Italian  too  ?  And 
that  over  your  Cups,  when  Men  ought  to  be  good- 
natur'd  to  all  the  World  ?  Of  what  Import  is  it  to 
you,  Whether  they  be  Idolaters  or  no,  fo  long  as 
they  gi^re  you  leave  to  Adore  One  Gad,  Creator  of  the 
Wcrla  ?  Or,  what  fignifies  it,  if  they  are  guilty  of 
Ten  Thoufand  InjuSices  and  Follies  among  them- 
felves,  whilft  you  live  quietly  under  their  Prote&ion 
and  Government  ?  Adonai,  I  am  amam'd  of  the  Im- 
morality of  thofe  of  thy  Nation.  I  blu(h  for  your 
Ingratitude,  Pride,  and  Malice.  Surely,  if  the  Na- 
xarenes  did  really  believe  what  they  profefs,  they 

would 
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would  facrifice  you  all  to  the  Gbojl  of  their  Mejfias* 
whom  they  fay  you  Crucify  d.  They  would  not 
leave  a  Jew  living  in  Chriftindom,  but  do  their  ut- 
moft  to  exterminate  you  from  the  Earth.  I  fpeak 
not  this  as  my  Wifti ;  but  only  to  upbraid  your  im- 
pertinence and  Vanity,  in  thus  fooliftiry  provoking 
thofe,  with  whofe  Permiffion  it  is,  that  you  live  and 
enjoy  the  Elements. 

The  Prophet  Mofes,  your  Law-giver,  left  you  ano- 
ther Rule,  a  LefTon  of  Civility,  when  he  faid,  Te 
Jhall  not  Blafpheme  the  Gods  of  the  People.  Had  thou 
and  thy  Companions  obey'd  this  Preapt,  ye  might 
have  been  at  Liberty  :  But,  'tis  bad  falling  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Ir.quijltion.  However,  I  am  glad  to 
hear,  that  you  are  not  transported  to  the  Cattle  of 
St.  Angela ;  that  would  have  been  a  Tragical  Re- 
move at  this  Juncture.  But  now,  as  I'm  inform'd, 
not  one  of  you  is  in  Danger  :  For  they  fay,  That 
all  the  Prifoners  in  Rome,  are  by  Cuftom  Releafed, 
upon  the  Death  ef  the  Pope,  except  thofe  who  are 
in  that  fatal  Forfre/s.  And  'tis  generally  fuppofed, 
the  good  old  Caliph  is  no  long-liv'd  Man.  For  they 
never  us'd  to  remove  the  Prifoners  defign'd  for  Death, 
till  the  Phyjlciam  are  pail  all  Hopes  of  the  Hsly  Fa~ 
ther's  Life. 

However,  in  regard  there  is  no  Certainty  in  Hu- 
man Affairs,  but  a  perpetual  Change  and  Circula- 
tion of  Events  ;  left  fome  unhappy  Turn  of  Fortune 
fhould  either  now  continue  the  Reflraint,  or  here- 
after bereave  thee  of  thy  Liberty,  I  fend  thee  here 
enclos'd,  a  Receipt  of  a  Chymical  Liquor,  which  may 
be  of  fome  Service  to  thee  in  the  ftrongeft  Prifon  on 
Earth.  'Twas  reveal'd  to  me  by  my  Mother,  who 
learned  it  of  an  Egyptian  Artift  at  Caire.  Defpife  it 
not,  becaafe  it  comes  from  a  Woman's  Hand :  For  I 
have  made  an  Experiment  of  it,  and  find  it  effectual. 
'Twill  render  Iron  as  brittle  as  Glafs.  'Tis  more 
powerful  than  the  Water  of  the  River  Styx,  which 

Ml 
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0  VefTel  could  hold,  but  the  Hoof  of  a  Mule.     After 

1  Hour's  Application,  then  may 'i!  make  the  thickeft 
ars,  Chains,  and  Bolt?,  fly  in  a  Thoufand  Pieces,  a* 

T  they  were  made  of  Porctlain. 

Thou  wilt  not  woacer  at  this,  when  thou  con- 
jdereft  the  innumerable  ftrange  Intentions  of  Mea 
prying  into  the  Secrets  of  Nature,  and  fortunate  in 
•heir  Searches.  Above  all,  Cbymiflry  has  brought  to 
.Light  the  greateft  Prodigies  of  Art  and  Knowledge. 
*This  myfterious  Science,  was  the  peculiar  Bcaft  of 
the  primitive  Egyptians,  from  whence  all  other  Na- 
tions learn'd  it.  .And  had  not  Mofes  himfelf  been  in- 
ftrucled  form  his  Youth  in  all  the  Learning  of  Egypt, 
perhaps  he  would  have  been  at  a  Lois,  when  he  Cal- 
cin'd  the  Golden  Calf,  and  gave  the  Duft  to  the  If- 
raelites,  to  be  mix'd  in  their  Drink,  as  the  only  Ex- 
piation of  their  Idolatry.  Doubtlefs,  this  Secret,. 
among  others,  was  tranfmittcd  down  to  thofe  Times, 
from  PhihmoK  the  Good  Pricji,  who  was  in  the  Num- 
ber of  them,  who  efcap'd  the  Flood  in  Noah's  Ark, 
and  whofe  Grandfon  Mafar,  was  the  firil  King  ia 
Egypt  after  the  Deluge. 

Philemon,  the  better  to  eftablifli  the  State  of  his 
Offspring,  reveal'd  to  them  may  hidden  Things: 
taught  them  the  Hiercglyphicks  of  the  Dgebel  Pharan* 
or  the  Pyramids,  with  all  the  Myfteries  of  the  Ta- 
lifmcns,  and  the  Cbymical  Preparations  of  Monca- 
tam;  the  forcible  Waters  and  Eilences,  Powders  and 
other  Ingredients,  by  which  they  made  Marble  as  pli- 
able as  Wax  or  Clay.  Thef«  Things  he  had  learn "'d 
of  thofe  who  perim'd  in  the  Flood :  He  retain'd  the 
Wifdcm  of  the  Ancients,  his  Coevals  and  Predeceflbrs  : 
leaving  the  Rudiments  of  fo  profound  a  Knowledge 
to  his  Pofterity,  as  an  in  valuable  Treafure,  of  which, 
they  could  never  be  robb'd.  Thus  Sdince  became 
Hereditary  toiheCoptites,  who  bear  that  Name  from 
'Gpftito,  the  Son  of  Mafar,  the  Firft  King  of  Egtyt, 
since  the  Rainbtnv  appcar'd  in  the  Clouds.  And 

'twas 
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*twas  from  one  of  that  Race,  my  Mother  learn'd  that 
admirable  Secret. 

Truft  not  to  Words,  but  try  the  Experiment.  The 
Receipt  will  give  thee  all  necefTary  Directions  :  Yetl 
counfel  thee  not  to  be  big  with  it,  like  him,  who, 
having  found  out  the  Art  of  making  Giafs  malleable,, 
or  fit  to  be  beat  by  the  Hammer  into  any  Shape  or 
Figure,  as  the  Silversmiths  work  their  Metal,  muft 
needs  go  anddifcover  his  Secret  to  the  Prince,  expecl- 
ing  a  great  Reward  :  When  on  the  contrary,  he  loft 
his  Head  on  the  Spot  ;  the  Prince  thinking  it  great 
Injuftice,  thatfo  many  Thoufand  People  as  got  their 
Bread  by  rraking  of  common  Glafies,  fhould  be  all 
vuin'd,  to  promote  one  Man's  Profit  and  Advantage. 

in  fine,  Ule  this  Secret  to  fave  thy  felf,  or  the 
Caufe  thou  art  engaged  in  :  But  truft  it  not  to  ano- 
ther, unlefs  on  the  fame  equal  Terms  as  I  commit  it 
to  thee,  when  in  the  greater  Hazard  is  thine  in  di- 
vulging it. 

Paris,  1 5th  of  the  ift  Mson, 
of  the  Ytar  1655.  , 


LETTER    XII. 

ST0  Mehemet,  once  an  Eunuch  Page  /& 
the  Seraglio,  bat  vtw  an  Exile  in 
Egypt,  at  Grand  Caire. 

WH  E  N  I  ijrft  heard  of  thy  Bani  foment  from 
the  Imperial  Palace  and  City,  think  not  that 
I  was  fad,  or  entertained  the  ufual  Sentiments  of  a 
Friend,  on  inch  Occafions.     No,  I  tell  thee  on  the 
contrary,  I  rejoic'd  (yet  not   with   the  joy    of  an 
it  that  feeming  Msifortune,  RS  knowing  it 
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has  deliver'd  thee  from  a  real  One,  in  which,  accord- 
ing to  my  Prefagcs,  all  the  Attendants  of  thy  Mijlrcfs, 
the  old  Queen,  were  foon  after  invol/d. 

Thou  art  oblig'd  to  Bacchus,  for  that  fortunate  Ca- 
lamity ;  which,  tho'  it  for  a  while  eclipfe  thy  Honour, 
yet  was  the  only  Means  to  fave  thy  Life. 

When  I  formerly  fent  thee  an  Account  of  my  Im- 
prifonment  here,  and  how  I  was  regal'd  by  my  Keep' 
er  at  a  Banquet  of  Wine  ;  when  in  that  Letter  I 
play'd  the  Advocate  for  the  Juice  of  the  Grape,  I 
little  thought  that  thou  would'  ft  ever  make  an  Ex- 
periment of  that  Bug-bear  Liquor.  Though  I  know 
'tis  common,  even  in  the  Seraglio,  to  drink  Wine 
privately,  and  chace  away  Melancholy,  the  conftant 
Familiar  of  Reftraint  and  Servitude,  with  generous 
Compotations. 

I  am  no  Stranger  to  the  counterfeit  Sicknefs  of 
thofe,  who,  for  the  Sake  of  this  ftollen  Mirth,  put 
themfelvesinto  the  Infirmary,  that  they  may  there  ca- 
roufe  with  Freedom,  and  drink  Healths  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  without  Sufpicion. 

Were  it  not  for-  the  convenient  Situation  of  that 
Apartment,  and  the  Favour  of  the  Bojiangfs,  no 
Wine  could  find  Admittance  into  the  Seraglio,  fave 
what  is  for  the  Grand  Seigniors  Ufe.  But  now  his 
Slaws  drink  it  as  merrily  as  He :  And  I  am  not  forry 
that  thou  art  one  ef  the  Number.  '  Pis  a  groundless 
Superftition  to  refufe  the  Gift  of  Divine  Liberality, 
and  deny  ourfelves  the  Ufe  of  that  Plant,  which  was 
made  to  chear  the  Hearts  of  Mo  tats.  Nay,  our 
tidy  Traditions  themfelves,  and  all  our  Dofiors  tacitly 
own,  That  the  Vine  is  allowable,  and  that  it  was 
fav'd  among  the  reft  of  the  Vegetables,  by  Noah 
in  the  Ark :  And  that  Holy  Prophet  curs'd  the  Devil 
for  ftealing  it  away.  Perhaps  the  Story  will  not  be 
unpleafant  to  thee. 

When  GOD  commanded  Noah,  with  his  Compani- 
ons, to  defccnd  oat  of  the  Ark  in  Peace,  they  built 

them 
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them  Houfes,  and  began  to  exercife  Hujbandry  :  They 
fo-w'cl  Corn,  and  the  Seed  of  other  Vegetablts  :  They 
planted  alfo  all  Sorts  ef  Trees  ?  but  when  they  came 
to  look  for  the  Vine  it  could  not  be  found.  Then  it 
was  told  Noah  by  the  Angtl,  that  the'jOfi;//  had  ftollen 
it  away,  as  having  feme  Right  to  ic.  Wherefore, 


Noah  cited  the  Dtvil  to  appear  before  the  Angel,  in 
the  Name  of  GOD,  to  anfwer  his  Theft.  The  ^w- 
£«/gave  Judgment,  That  the  Vine  mould  be  divided 
bet  ween  'em  into  th  ee  Parts,  whereof  the  Devil  mould 
have  Tivo,  and  Nouk  One  ;  to  which  both  Parties  con- 
fented  :  Whereby  it  is  evident,  that  Man  has  fome 
Share  in  the  Juice  of  the  Grape.  For  this  was  the 
Decifion  of  Gabriel,  that  when  Two  Thirds  of  the 
Liquor  of  this  Frait  was  evaporated  away  in  boil- 
ing over  the  Fire,  the  Remainder  fhould  be  lawful 
for  Noah  and  his  Pojierity  to  drink.  And  thou  know- 
fft,  we  MuJJltlmani  generally  obey  this  Law  in  pre- 
paring our  Wine. 

Let  the  Devil  therefore,  in  the  Name  of  GOD, 
have  his  Share  in  this  tempting  Fruit,  and  then  there 
can  be  no  Inj'.tftice  in  enjoying  our  own  Part.  For 
when  that  which  inebriates,  is  feparated  by  Fire  from 
fhe  reft,  this  Liquor  becomes  pure,  holy,  and  blefled. 
This  is  the  Sentence  of  the  Ancients,  the  immediate 
Auditors  of  the  Me/eegtrof  GOD,  as  is  to  be  feen 
in  the  Manufcripts  they  left  behind  'em  ;  which,  tho' 
they  are  rare  and  difficult  to  be  met  with,  yet  fuch 
as  diligently  feek  Wifdom  (hall  not  lofe  their  Labour. 
Abu  be  ere  t'b"n  Mahumct,  has  taken  great  Pains  to, 
collect  the  Mimoh-s  of  Antiquity  He  was  a  learned 
DcScr  among  my  Countrymen  of  the  Houfe  of  Sulpha 
(may  he  reft  under  the  Umbrella*  of  Paradtfe.)  From 
him  I  had  this  Relation. 

But  tell  me,  my  dear  Mebcmet,  if  thou  knoweft, 
Hew  cam'ft  thou  to  be  the  only  Man  that  had  the 
gotd  Fortune  to  be  fentenc'd  to  this  happy  Difgrace  f 
Ur,  it  thou  art  ignorant,  I  will  tellthee.  For  it  teems 

th* 
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the  reft  of  the  Company  in  that  Night's  Revel  were 
tiifcover'd  as  well  as  thou,  yet  efcap'd  all  Cenfure.  It 
looks,  as  if  they  were  defignedly  referv'd  for  Vi&irns, 
to  a  more  inexorable  Revenge.  And  the  Event  jufti- 
fies  this  Conjecture  ;  fmce  within  the  Circuit  of  the 
Moon,  not  only  they,  but  all  the  furviving  Creatures 
of  the  Sultana  Kiofcm,  were  ftrangled. 

Therefore  again  I  pronounce  thee  happy,  and  dou* 
bly  blefs'd  in  being  an  Exile,  fmcc  thereby  thou  haft 
•efcap'd  the  Hands  of  the  Executioner,  and  art  now  li- 
ving in  Egypt ;  the  moll  fortunate  Region  on  Earth. 
Afcribe  this  to  thy  propitious  Deft-ny,  and  to  the  Fa- 
vour of  Sotjman  Kyzlir  Ago.  ;  who  forefeeing  the 
Slaughter  that  would  be  made  of  that  old  gumi* 
Servants,  took  this  Opportunity  to  accufe  thee  to 
the  Grand  Seignior  ;  that  (6  he  might  fave  thy  Life  : 
For  'twas  at  his  Interceffion,  thou  wert  banilh'd  in- 
to this  happy  Pro'v ince,  which  is  call'd  the  Nurfe  of 
all  Nations.  Improve  thy  Exile  to  the  beft  Advan* 
tage,  and  from  this  Nurfe,  fuck  the  Milk  of  Science 
with  which  me  has  formerly  nouriuYd  the  whole 
Earth.  Be  grateful  alfo  to  thy  Deliverer;  for  he  is 
a  truily  Friend,  and  unchangeable,  where  he  once 
places  his  Affection.  He  had  a  particular  Kindnefs 
for  thee.  From  him  I  received  the  News  of  thy 
Efcape ;  for  that  is  the  proper  Name  of  thy  Banifh- 
ment.  Pour  forth  devout  Oratfoas  for  his  Health  and 
Happinefs,  fmce  thou  art  in  a  Land,  where  the  P foy- 
ers of  Muffvlmani  are  as  effectually  heard,  at  fome 
particular  Places,  as  if  they  were  uttered  at  the  Tomb 
of  the  Prophet. 

I  counfel  thee  to  vifit  the  Prifon  of  Jofiph,  which  is 
in  the  Dungeon  of  the  Cajile  of  Caire.  This  is  a 
Place  of  great  Devotion  among  the  Faithful,  and  has 
been  fo  in  all  Ages,  flnce  the  Death  of  that  Patriarch. 
Mofes  the  Prophet,  of  them  'tis  faid,  that  hi  died  in 
the  Embraces  ofGod,  made  his  Prayers  in  this  Place  ; 
and  fo  did  Aaron  his  Brother,  when  they  perform'd 

thofe 
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thofe  Miracles  in  Egypt.  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary  vifit- 
cd  this  Place,  ooth  Hear.d  his  Mother  (on  whom  are 
center'd  the  Smiles  of  the  Creator  :)  They  there  per- 
form 'd  their  Dcvatitvu,  when  they  fled  from  the  Per- 
fecution  of  Herod,  So  did  the  Praphett  and  Apojlles, 
as  many  as  were  in  Egypt,  with  all  True  Believers. 
Nay,  fome  of  the  Infidels  themfelves  having  heard  of 
the  Renown  of  this  Sanduary,  made  their  Addrejfes 
to  Heaven  there,  in  Time  of  great  Diftrefs.  For 
here  Prayers  are  infallibly  heard,  efpecially  if  they  be 
faid  after  the  Sun  has  traversed  the  Meridian  ;  when 
the  wicked  Demons  arc  afleep,  who  walk  abroad  till 
Noon,  doing  all  the  Mifchief  they  can. 

My  Friend,  When  1  think,  of  the  Region  where 
thou  art,  I  can  hardly  forbear  envying  thee.  'Tis  a 
Land  of  Prodigies  and  Miracles..  It  is  the  Support  of 
Men,  and  the  Granary  of  the  World:  Thofe  who  in- 
habit it,  are  fail  of  Complacency  and  Joy  ;  and  thofe 
who  abandon  it,  burs  with  a  perpetual  Deiire  to  return. 
Its  Rivers  are  clear,  and  the  liters  fweet  and  rich  aa 
Wine  ;  the  Eye  of  G  O  D  is  upon  it,  who  caufes  the 
Nile  to  flow  at  its  accuilom'd  Sen  fan  ;  whence  the 
Land  is  made  fertile,  beyond  all  the  Provinces  on 
Earth  :  This  Nile  is  one  of  the  Rivers  which  G^cau- 
fed  to  defcend  from  the  Springs  of  Paradife,  on  the 
Wings  of  Gabriel;  and  has  hid  the  Place  of  its  De- 
fcent  among  the  inacceflible  Heighths  of  Mountains. 
There  are  many  ftrange  Things  related  of  the  Lend 
of  Alphiom,  and  how  it  was  firit  manur'd  by  Jofeph, 
being  before  his  Time  but  a  Fcr.  or  Marjb.  The  Story 
alfo  of  Hagar,  the  Mother  of  all  the  Ifmadltes,  is  not 
unpleafant ;  thou  wilt  find  it  in  the  Chronicles  of 
Egypt :  For  flie  was  an  Egyptian^  of  the  Family  of  the 
Coptites  ;  and  was  beftowed  on  Sarah,  the  Wife  of 
our  Father  Ibrahim,  by  Charoba,  the'Kingof  Egypt's 
Daughter.  After  me  was  difmifs'd  from  her  Lady, 
{he  travell'd  to  Mecca;  from  whence  they  fent  a  Dif- 
fatch  to  the  King  of  Egypt,  to  acquaint  him  with 

her 
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ber  Affairs,  and  with  the  Birth  of  her  Son  Ifmael,  im- 
ploring his  Afliftance,  in  regard  (he  was  in  a  Land 
barren  of  all  Things.  Then  the  King  of  E^  ypt  causM 
a  Canal  to  be  cut  from  the  Nile,  at  the  Foot  of  the 
Eaftern  Mountains  of  Egypt,  to  the  Red  Sea ;  and 
fent  VefTels,  laden  with  Corn,  Fruits  and  all  Manner 
of  necefiary  Provifions,  to  Hagar. 

If  thou  addrefleft  to  the  Feet  of  the  Doflors,  the 
venerable  Prelates  of  dire,  they  will  foon  inform  thee 
of  more  ftrange  Things  than  thefe.  It  is  a  noble  Ex- 
ercife,  to  contemplate  the  Kingdoms  of  the  Heavens, 
and  the  Earth  ;  to  fearch  into  the  Wonders  and  Pro- 
digies ;  to  trace  Footfteps  of  the  antient  Nations,  and 
the  Traditions  which  know  no  Origin. 

Mebemet,  I  am  an  Exile  as  well  as  thou  :  Let  us 
continue  onr  former  Friendftiip  in  this  State,  and  do 
one  another  all  tke  Good  Offices  we  can.  As  for  the 
Misfortunes  of  Human  Life,  let  us  bear  them  with 
an  equal  Mind  ;  for  they  will  foon  have  an  End,  as 
well  as  we  ourfelves. 

May  God,  who  in  the  Time  of  Gog  and  Magog  took 
up  from  the  Earth  the  Great  Alcoran,  and  the 
Sheets  of  Science  ',  the  Black  Stone,  and  the  Shrine  of 
Mofes,  with  the  Five  Rivers,  have  thee  in  his  Holy 
Protection  and  Cuftody,  at  the  Hour  of  Evil,  and  ac 
all  Times. 

Paris,  26th  of  the  ifl.  Moon, 
of  ths  Tear   1655. 


LETTER    XIII. 
ft  Kerker  Haflan,    Bafla. 

THOU  may 'ft  report  it  to  the  Divan  for  a  cer- 
tain Truth,  That  the  Chief  Mufti  of  the  Cbri- 
jlians  is  dead  :  Which  puts  all  the  Courts  in  Europe  up- 
on new  Strains  of  Policy. 

He 
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He  was  call'd  Innocent  X.  after  his  AflumptJon  to 
the  Papacy  :  For  his  true  Name  was  Pan-.philio. 
But  fome  fay  it  as  been  a  Cuftom  for  i.he  P<.pit  to 
•  change  their  Names,  ever  fince  a  certain  Prieft  was 
lifted  to  that  Dignity,  which  was  call'd  Bocca  de  Porca. 
or  Hogs  Face.  He,  afham'd  of  this  ignominious 
Name,  as  foon  as  he  fate  in  the  Chair  cf  Petjr,  af- 
fum'd  the  Name  of  Sergius.  Yet  all  his  Sjccejfirt 
•have  not  obferv'd  that  Rule. 

Thefe  Popes  have  an  Authority  greater  than  our 
principal  Mufti  :  For  they  are  obey'd  by  Kings  and 
Emperors ;  and  being  efteem'd  little  lefs  than  Gods 
on  Earth,  they  are  folemnly  ador'd  on  the  Day  of 
their  Coronation,  by  all  the  Cardinals,  Princes,  Pre- 
lates, and  Foreign  AmbaJjaJon  at  that  Time  in  Rome. 
And  for  that  End  they  are  feated  on  the  Altar,  which 
the  Nazarents  call  the  Tabernacle  and  Habitation  of 
their  GOD. 

If  I  miilake  not  in  my  Obfervation,  Thefe  Rona» 
Caliphs  afpire  at  a  Sovereignty  o^a  all  Kings  and 
Princes  :  They  would  make  that  wl.ich  they  call  the 
Hierarchy,  a  fuper'ative  independent  Monarchy  t<*^ 
which  all  the  Gcvernments  in  the  World  mould  pay 
Homage,  and  be  fubjecT:. 

This  pi  -.5  me  in  mind  of  a  certain  Preacher  at  Na- 
ples, who  fome  Years  ago,  when  Adonai  the  Jew  was 
in  that  City,  and  haprcn'd  to  be  prefent  in  the  Church, 
having  made  a  veiy  elaborate  Speech  to  perfuade 
the  People  that  the  Pritjls  were  iuperior  to  Kings ; 
at  length  he  broke  out  iuto  this  paflionate  Exclama- 
tion :  O  ye  Prir.'ces  of  Chriilendom,^  are  Pharoahs, 
•and  <voe  Priefts  are  your  Gods.  Q  ye  PharoahV  obey 
your  Gods.  l"ou  can  only  command  the  Creature,  tut 
'cue  make  the  Creator  himftlf  come  down  on  the  Al- 
tars, at  our  Pin-fire.  This  Relation  I  had  from  the 
Jetu,  in  \\\irlra<uels  through  Italy.  And  it  is  aflerted 
by  fome  of  their  Djtfors,  'That  the  Pope  has  not  oidy 
to  excommunicate  the  greatejl  Prince  on  the 
D  Earth 
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Earth,  but  alfo  to  pull  a  Saint  out  of  Paradife,  and 
fend  hifft  to  Hell. 

If  they  could  perfuade  the  Nazarcne  Princes  and 
People  to  believe  they  have  fuch  an  Exorbitant  Power, 
perhaps  in  Time  they  may  reduce  them  to  as  blind 
a  SuperJUtien  as  the  Ancient  Kings  of  Egypt  were 
guilty  of,  who  were  fo  befotted  to  their  Priejls, 
that  when  he  whom  they  call'd  the  Cater,  or  Majler 
of  the  Ca-hJUctl  Influence!,  commanded  the  King  to 
Idllhimfelf,  fot  that  it  was  the  Will  of  Heaven  ;  the 
poor  bigotted  Monarch  durft  not  diipule  the  Order  he 
had  received,  butinfimple  Obedience  became  his  own 
Murtherer. 

Thofe  Egyptian  Preijls  indeed  were  Makers  of 
great  Science,  profound  Aftrologerst  excellent  Mathe- 
maticians, and  perfectly  fkill'd  in  the  Secrets  of  Na- 
tural Magick.  They  perforra'd  Things  tranfcending 
the  more  common  and  ©bvious  Works  of  Nature  : 
By  which  it  was  eafy  to  ftrike  Terror  into  the 
Hearts  of  ignorant  Mortals.  But  as  for  the  Naza- 
rene  Priejls,  all  that  they  can  boaft  pf  is,  That  they 
have  read  the  Hijiories  of  former  Times,  and  are 
able  to  difcourfe  in  Philcfophy,  and  other  Sciences, 
without  having  the  Power  to  work  any  Prodigies  : 
Unlefs  thou  wilt  count  it  one,  to  keep  fo  many 
warlike  Nations  in  fervile  Awe  of  their  Authority, 
with  the  bare  Pretence  of  turning  a  Piece  of  Bread 
into  a  Ged. 

Yet  for  all  this,  there  are  many  poor  Prelates,  and 
other  Ecclejiajiicks,  who  are  inverted  with  empty 
Titles,  having  little  or  no  Revenues :  Among  which 
the  Poverty  of  fome  is  fo  remarkable  as  to  become 
a  Proverb.  Thus,  'tis  common  in  the  Mouths  of  the 
Romans  :o  fay,  The  Pope's  Mule  fares  better  than  the 
Sijkop  of  Orvietto. 

Illoftrious  Sofia,  live  thou  in  the  Faith  of  * 
MuJ/ulman,  and  the  Favour  of  the  Grand  Signior; 

for 
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for  in  that  State  thou  may 'ft  defpife  the  greateft  of 
thefe  Ecdffajlick  InfAh. 
Paris,   1 3th  of  the  zd  l<l.on, 
of  the  Tear  1655. 


LETTER    XIV. 
To  the  Kairaacham. 

Believe  the  Secretary  of  the  Nazarcne  Affairs 
takes  me  to  be  a  Conjurer,  and  thinks  that  I  can 
divine  all  the  Changes  and  Alterations  that  hap- 
pen at  the  Porte  ;  or  that  I  have  fome  magical  Glais, 
which  represents  to  me  the  continued  Series  of  remote 
Events,  with  all  the  Tranficiiohs  of  the  Imperial 
Court,  Camp  and  City  :  Or  elfe  he  would  Hot  be  fo 
late  in  his  Difpatcha,  and  fend  me  fuch  imperfeft 
News.  I'm  forc'd  many  Times  to  addrefs  my  Letters 
by  Guefs ;  not  knowing  whether  the  Perfon  to  whom 
I  write  to  be  in  the  fame  Station  he  was  a  while  ago ;  or 
whether  he  be  among  the  Lining,  or  the  Dead:  Whe- 
ther I  fhould  direct  my  Difpatchcs  to  Confiantinople, 
or  to  the  Elyjtan  Shades. 

My  Intelligence  of  the  Mujfulman  Affairs  is  many 
Times  more  owing  to  the  French  Merchants  who 
trade  to  the  Levant ;  or  to  the  Expreffis  which  come 
from  AmbaJJadors  refiding  at  Conftcntinople,  than  to  that 
Secretary,  whcfe  Care  it  ought  to  be,  that  I  mould 
be  tirrely  informed  of  whatever  happens  in  the  Ofman 
Empire. 

Surely  Kifur  Dramelcc  has  fame  Defign  upon  me, 
in  being  always  thus  tardy  and  negligent.  I  fcarce 
hear  from  him  once  in  half  a  Year  ;  whereas  he  is 
commanded  by  bis  Superiors,  as  well  as  mine,  ta 
write  to  me  every  Mean  :  And  then  he  fends  me 
fuch  a  lame  Account  of  Things,  fuch  Fragments 
D  2  and 
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and  Scraps  of  News,  that  his  Letters  need  a  Comment, 
to  make  'em  intelligible. 

About  Four  Years  ago  I  modeftly  tax'd  him  with 
this  Neglect,  when  I  had  reafon  to  do  it  in  my  own 
Vindication  to  Minexcm  Alupb,  Baffa.  But  Kifur 
heard  of  it,  and  was  very  angry.  He  lent  me  a  Letter 
full  of  Inveclives,  which  I  anfwer'd  with  a  Kind  of 
Indifference,  mixing  Raillcy  with  my  Jufter  Refent- 
ments.  How  that  work'd  on  him  I  know  not  ;  but 
his  Refervednefs  ever  fmce,  makes  me  conclude  he 
ftudies  Revenge;  and  that  he  takes  this  Method  to 
accomplifh  it,  by  keeping  me  as  much  in  Igno- 
rance, as  he  dares,  of  the  Changes  and  other  import- 
ant Occurrences  at  the  myfleriout  Porte.  He  knows 
it  would  be  a  Crime  little  lefs  than  Capital,  not  to 
write  to  me  at  all.  Such  a  wilful  Contumacy  would 
ftraight  proclaim  him  a  Tractor  ;  fmce,  among  the 
other  Inftruftions  which  were  given  him  with  his 
Commiffion,  this  Charge  was  none  of  the  leaft. 
That  he  mould  fend  frequent  Intelligence  to  all  the 
Grand  Selgnoirs  Agents,  whether  publick  or  private, 
in  the  Courts  of  Nazarene  Princes.  He  is  fefmble, 
that  fach  a  manifeft  Contempt  of  Supreme  Authority, 
would  abfolutely  ruin  him.  Therefore  he  goes  more 
fubtilly  to  work  ;  for  he  Writes,  indeed,  but  very 
feldom  :  And  then,  with  cunning  Artifices,  either 
quite  conceals,  or  at  leaft  difguifes  the  moll  confidera- 
blc  Tranfa&ions,  only  filling  up  his  Letter*  with 
Uifling  Stories,  and  impertinent  Relations,  nothing 
to  my  Purpofe  :  Thinking  by  this  Means  to  bring 
upon  me  the  Difpleafure  of  the  Grandees,  through 
the  Miflake  I  may  commit  for  Want  of  better  Adver- 
tifement. 

Be  it  how  it  will,  lam  ftrangely  at  a  Lofs  fome 
times  what  to  think,  or  how  to  write  to  my  Supe- 
riors, or  what  Sort  of  Conduct.  I  mould  ufe  in  this 
Place,  amidft  fo  many  various  Reporcs  as  are  conti- 
•oually  fpread  Abroad  in  Europe,  concerning  the  Af- 
fairs 
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Fairs  of  the  Seraglio,  ti&fii-nging  City,  and  other  Parts 
of  this  Ottoman  Empire  :  Whillt  this  Kifur  lliil  de- 
lays to  afccrtain  me  of  any  Thing. 

I  have  been  wholly  a  Stranger,  till  within  thefe 
few  Days  to  the  Fate  of  the  Captain  Bajfa,  who 
was  ftrangled  about  a  Year  ago,  for  his  Cowardife 
and  ill  Conduct  againft  the  Vcnrttans.  Neither  knew 
I  any  Thing  of  the  Adventure  an  J  Flightof  his  Sons. 
I  was  equally  ignorant  of -the  Succeflion  of  the  Ba/a 
of  Buda  in  this  important  Command  ;  and  of  many 
other  Changes  both  by  Sea  and  Land 

So  at  preient  here  are  a  Thou  land  Rumours  ftir- 
ring  about  one  Thing  .or  other  in  the  Eaft.  Some 
fay,  that  Cbuftia  E'uJJa  is  ftrangled,  and  that  the 
Captain  B/ifl'a  is  made  Vizir  Azrm  in  his  ftead.  O- 
thers  report,  That  this  Firji  Minifler  was  only  de- 
pos'd  from  that  fupreme  Dignity,  the  Seals  being  ta- 
ken from  him ;  but  that,  neverthelefs,  he  flill  conti- 
nues to  be  General  to  the  Sultans  Forces  in  Candia. 
A  third  Sort  affirms,  That  he  intended  to  turn  Chrijli- 
an,  Holding  a  fecret  Correfpondence  with  the  Pa- 
triarch of  JerufaLm,  by  whofe  means,  and  a  general 
Revolt  of  the  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  other  Cbrijli- 
ans,  under  the  Grand  Seignior's  Jurisdiction,  he  fought 
to  betray  the  Ottoman  Blood,  and  exalt  himfelf  to  the 
Empire. 

1  am  not  willing  to  believe,  that  fuch  monftrous 
Perfidy  coald  ester  into  the  Heart  of  that  illuftrious 
Hero;  yet  know  no:  how  to  contradift  it,  for  Want 
of  true  Advice. 

It  is  reported  alfo,  That  Srigxior  Crpcllo,  the  Vene- 
tian Bailo,  or  Rtjiderit  at  the  tiappy  Porte,  has  kill'd 
himfelf  with  a  Fonyard  ;  being  driven  to  Defpair 
by  his  long  Confinement,  and  the  cruel  Ufage  he  had 
receiv'd  from  the  Mujfulm.-ns.  GOD  knows  whether 
\\  be  true  or  no.  It  would  be  much  to  my  Satisfa&ion 
to  have  a  particular  Account  of  all  thefc  Things,  and 
of  whatsoever  elfe  occurs  worthy  of  Notice.  For 
D  3  how 
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how  can  I  difcharge  my  Truft,  whilft  I  am  thus  kept 
in  the  Dark  ? 

They  talk  here  of  a  violent  Plague  that  rages  in- 
Mufcovy,  and  that  above  zc 0,000  People  have  died  of 
it  in  the  City  of  Mo/cow  only,  befides  Millions  that 
have  been  fwept  away  in  the  Provinces  of  that  vaft 
Empire.  Thofe  that  really  know  not  theffifel'ves,  noi* 
are  acquainted  with  their  own  Nature,  will  yet  pre- 
tend to  penetrate  into  the  Councils  of  the  Omnipotent, 
and  pronounce  this  as  a  Judgment  on  the  Mitf:orviicsr 
for  the  Cruelties  they  have  committed  in  Poland* 
Doubtlefs,  the  Methods  of  Fate  are  Infcrutabk. 

Jn  the  mean  while,  we  are  plagued  here  with  a 
Crew  of  Ve.gabcr.di)  whom  they  call  G\pjl.  s,  or  Egyp- 
tians :  For  they  pretend  to  be  defcended  from  that 
3'lace.  They  1'warm  up  and  down  the  Country  like 
Caterpillars,  devouring  ihe  Fruits  of  the  Earth.  They 
hoaft  of  a  profound  Skill  in  Palmtjlry,  Pbyficgnony, 
and  other  Sciences,  cheating  People  of  their  Money, 
under  the  Notion  of  telling  them  their  Fortunes.  No 
Body  knows  from  whence  they  come,  or  whether  they 
go ;  for  they  are  as  uncertain  as  the  Wind  ;  a  naity 
Generation,  and  the  very  Burthen  of  the  Land.  If 
any  Creatures  be  oblig'd  to  them,  'tis  the  Mia  and 
J-'titj,  v.Jth  whom  they  feem  to  be  in  League :  For 
they  Kill  and  eat  all  Cats  they  feize  on. 

Iiluftrious  Minifter,  I  pray  Heaven  defend  thce  from 
fill  Sorts  of  Plagues  and  Vermin,  but  efpccially  from 
Mcnjhrs  in  Human  Shape. 

Paris,  26th  tf  the  2d  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1655. 
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LETTER    XV. 

$G  the  fame. 

AS  am  alive,  thefe  Gypfas  have  enchanted  me  : 
I  cannot  put  'em  out  of  my  Mind.  And  per- 
haps it  will  neither  be  impertinent  nor  troublefome  to 
give  thee  a  farther  Information  of  them. 

There  are  feveral  Opinions  concerning  the  Origi- 
nal of  thefe  Vagrants,  and  they  have  been  thought 
worthy  to  be  inferted  into  Hijloriet,  Some  fay,  they 
came  out  of  Tartary  or  Scythia,  and  that  they  firit 
appeared  in  thefe  Parts  about  the  Year  1417,  of  the 
Chrijlians  liegira.  At  which  Time  they  enter'd  into 
Saxony  in  Troops,  having  the  Paflport  of  Sipfmault 
King  of  Hutigcria,  and  the  Son  of  Charles  IV.  They 
had  alfo  the  Recommendations  of  divers  other  Prin- 
ces, who  look'd  upon  them  teholy  Perfons,  or  Prophets. 
For  they  pretended  that  they  were  commanded  by 
GOD  to  travel  over  the  whole  Earth,  and  not  to 
have  either  Houfes  or  Lands  in  their  own  PofTef- 
fion  :  And  that  this  was  enjoin'd  'em  as  a  Penance 
to  expiate  the  Sins  of  the  Anceftors  ;  who  inhabit- 
ing Egypt  in  the  Days  ofy<fus,  the  Son  of  Mary,  the 
Chriftian  Mt/fias,  rcfus'd  to  entertain  that  Holy  Pro- 
phet and  his  Mother,  when  they  fbd  from  the  Perfe- 
cution  of  Herod. 

Others  are  of  Opinion,  that  they  came  firft  out 
of  Pojta,  and  are  of  the 'Race  of  thofe  who  adore 
the  Fire  :  Being  forced,  once  in  Seven  Years,  to 
make  Dfcitaatiem  of  ^  their  Prof/e,  aad  fend  away 
many  Caravans,  to  fcek  ti.eir  Fortune  in  Foreign 
Countries,  Ptrf.a  not  being  uble  to  iuilain  their  ru.- 
merous  Progeny. 

A  third  Sort  affirms,  That  they  are  the  Pcjlcrity  of 
the  Ten  Jtw.ijk  Triba  that  were  carried  away  Cap- 
tives by  Salm:.mJ/ar  King  of  djftna.  No  Body 
D  4  knows 
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knows  for  certain  what  they  are,  or  from  whence. 
They  are  of  fwarthy  Complexion?,  wrapt  up  in  Man- 
tles of  Cotton  or  Wool.  They  fpeak  feven  Languages  i 
profefs  three  Sciences  ;  obey  one  King  or  General, 
v  ho  always  Travels  witth  4m. "  The  Indians  call  'em 
Cingari,  from  the  Word  in  their  Language  which  fig- 
nines  a  Kind  of  Watcr-Fo-ivl,  that  hath  no  certain 
Neil,  but  is  forc'd  every  Night  to  feek  a  new  Lodg- 
ing: tor  fo  thefe  Gypjiet  rove  from  Place  to  Place. 
The  Germans  call  them  Zingcner,  from  the  Words 
Zinc/e!,  which  is  in  the  conitant  Appellative  of  the 
King  of  thefe  Ramblers  ;  as  Pharoah  was  of  old 
among  the  Egyptians,  and  Ceefar  among  the  Rotnans. 
In  many  Things  they  referable  the  TorlakinitxA  Fa- 
qui>  s  of  the  Euft  ;  boaiting  of  extraordinary  Illumi- 
nations, and  a  conitant  Familiarity  with  God  :  Tho' 
fon:e  learned  Men  among  the  Nazarenfs  efteem  'tm 
no  better  than  a  Crew  of  Cheats  and  Hypocrites  : 
Even  as  they  do  thefe  Orient v./  Santone  :  who  they 
fay,  under  the  Mafque  of  an  uncommon  Holinefs, 
commit  a  Thoufand  Villan'es. 

GOD  befl  knows  what  Judgment  is  to  be  made 
either  of  the  cne  or  the  other.  But  thefe  Egyptia**, 
as  they  call  them,  whether  they  are  really  fuch  or 
no,  have  no  great  Marks  of  Sanflity,  in  that  they  arc 
very  unclean.  They  feldom  or  never  warn  them- 
felves,  but  like  the  Swine,  wallow  in  all  Manner  of 
Filthinefs,  eating  prohibited  Meats,  and  having  tlfeir 
Women  in  common,  which  are  the  two  Sources  of  all 

Impurity. 

As  to  the  Fc.quirs  of  the  E&j},  they  are  ftric~l  Ob- 
fervtrs  ©f  the  Law  of  Abftinence  and  Cleanneft  ; 
\v  hether  they  be  Mujjitlmans,  or  the  Gentiles  of  India  : 
And  if  in  other  Matters  they  may  be  found  faulty, 
'us  very  rare:  And  then  they  exceed  not  the  Cba- 
ratfer  of  Humanity t  which  thou  know'il  is  by  Nature 
prone  to  Error,  and  fubjeft  to  a  Thoufand  Frailties 
«ntj  Overfights.  We  are  all  Men,  and  GOD  does  not 

expert 
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expefl  oar  Gonduft  to  be  that  of  Angels.  Ffis  Re- 
pole  is  in  himfelf ;  and  if  he  takes  any  Complacency 
in  the  Things  of  the  World,  'tis  in  beholding  every 
Thing  according  to  its  Nature.  The  exquifue  Form 
and  Symmetry  of  a  Bee,  a  Spider,  or  a  Pifmire, 
with  the  inimitable  Architecture  of  the  two  former, 
and  the  admirable  Providence  of  the  latter,  may,  for 
aught  we  know,  afford  him  as  much  Delight  as  the 
molt  celebrated  Beauty,  Strength,  Science,  and  Per- 
formances of  Men.  For  his  Power  and  Wifdom  are 
equally  manifeft  il  all  Things.  Every  Creature  is 
perfect  in  its  Kind,  only  a  wicked  Man  is  a  Elet  in  the 
Uttl'verfe. 

Wbuldft  thou  know  what  the  Weftcrn  Nazarenes 
are  moft  bufy  about  at  this  Time  ?  'Tis  the  Ele£iio»  of 
a  new  Pop".  He  is  to  be  chofen  by  the  College  of  Car- 
dinals, who  are  Princes  of  the  Roman  Church.  They 
are  all  (hut  up  in  a  Place  which  they  call  the  Conclave. 
This  is  a  certain  Gallery  in  the  Palace  of  the  Vatican 
at  Rome,  where  every  Cardinal^  his  Cell,  or  Apart- 
ment by  himfelf  having  only  two  Servants  to  attend 
him.  The  Conclave  is  furrounded  by  the  Roman  A#- 
litia,  to  prevent  all  Intercourfe  by  Letters  or  others 
Ways,  between  thofe  without,  and  thofe  within.  The 
very  Dimes  which  are  ferv'd  up  at  the  Tables  of  the 
Cardinals  are  narrowly  fearch'd,  left  any  Letters  mould 
be  convey 'd  in  them.:  The  laft  Pofts  from  Rome,  af- 
fure  us,  That  there  were  no  lefs  than  66  Cardinals 
thus  fhut  up,  when  they  left  that  City.  And  there 
they  muft  remain  Night  and  Day,  without  taking  the 
frelh  Air,  or  feeing  any  Body,  till  they  have  agreed 
in  their  Election.  There  are  two  Phyjicians,  a  Surgeon, 
and  an  Apothecary  fhut  up  with  'em  to  ferve  'era  in 
Cafe  of  Sicknefs. 

One    of    the  Conclave  is   the  Cardinal  de  Retx, 

who  efcaped  out  of  his  Prifon  in  this  Kingdom,  and 

fled  to  Rome  for  Protection.     For   whence  he  fent 

a  Letter  to  the  Arcbbijbops,  and  other  Prelates  of 
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France,  which  being  pronounced  a  Seditious  'Libel 
againft  the  King  and  the  Government,  was,  in  the 
End  of  the  laft  Moon,  burnt  publickly  by  the  King's 
Order,  and  all  Copies  of  it  prohibited. 

The  King  as  alfo  fcnt  private  Inftruclions  to  the 
Cardinals  of  his  Party  at  Rome,  to  keep  a  ftrift 
Watch  on  the  Conduct  of  de  Ritx,  and  to  oppofe 
him  in  all  Things. 

Here  is  nothing_but  Caballing  and  Intrigue  among, 
thefe  lifidth:  They  are  good  at  Stratagem,  and 
'know  better  how  to  undermine  one  another,  than  to 
Face  their  Enemies  m  the  open  Field  :  Which  is  a 
Character  more  fuitable  to  Women  than  Men. 
Whereas  thou  knoweft,  our  Heroes  in  the  Eojl  know 
no  other  Way  to  Honour,  Vlftory,  and  Empire, 
than  by  downright  Bravery  and  Refolution,  fub- 
duing  all  Things  by  the  Force  of  their  Arras.  But 
GOD,  when  he  divided  the  Nations  of  the  Earth, 
End  feparated  the  Sons  of  Noah,  affign'd  to  every  one 
a  different  Conftellatiott,  according  to  whofe  Influence 
the  Genius  of  each  People  is  difpofed.  They  all  obey 
the  Diclatcs  of  their  particular  Stars,  and  the  Orden 
of  Eternal  Defiiny. 

Therefore,  Sage  Minijler,  fince  Mars  is  the  Planet 
of  the  Sons  of  Ifmael,  and  the  Afccndant  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire,  there  is  no  need  that  we  fhould  turn 
dpijlatu  from  the  Star  of  our  bettter  fortune,  to 
court  the  Glances  of  Mercury,  who  is  only  the  Guar- 
dian of  Knave i  and  Cheats. 

Paris,  2 6th  of  the  zd  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1655. 
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LETTER     I. 

To  Cara  Hali,  Phyfjcian  to  the  Grand 
Signior. 

FOrmerly  I  could  have  writ  to  thee  with  as 
much  Freedom  as  I  could  to  Egri  Boinou, 
(on  whom  reft  the  Favours  of  GOD,)  or  as  I 
can  now  to  Dgnet  Oglou,   to  my  Brother 
Pefteli  Hali,  ot  to  any  of  my  familiar  Friends.     But 
\vhen  I  confider  the   eminent  Station  thou  pofieffeft 
in  that  the  Health  and  Life  of  the  Mighty  Emperor 
is  now  committed  to  thy  Skill  and  Care,  1  am  many 
times  at  a  Stand  how  to  addrefs  myfelf.     Methinks 
thou  art   tinclured  with  the  Majefty  of  that  Perfon- 
age,  whofe  Hand  thou  fo  of:en  haft  the  Honour  to 
touch,  when  required  to  difcover  by  the  Beating  of 
his  Pulfe,    the  interior  Maladies  which  afflicT:    his 
Royal  SouL    Yet  I  know  thou  ftill  retaineft  thy  H«- 
D  6  manuy 
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rrar.ity,  and  will  not  defpife  thofe  whom  thou  haft 
once  ti  ought  worthy  of  Friendftiip. 

Suffer  me  then  to  converfe  with  a  Pbilofopkick 
Freedom,  that  is,  an  Addrefs  void  of  Formalities  and 
Referves. 

1  know  it  is  of  no  Import,  whether  Mabmut  be 
fick  or  well,  provided  the  Grand  Seignior  be  ferv'd.- 
What  fignifys  the  lasguifhing  Pains  or  more  acute 
Agonies  of  a  Slave,  fo  long  as  he  is  able  to  carry 
on  his  Majlers  Intereft  ?  We  are  not  born  for  our 
(elves  only,  but  by  the  very  Condition  of  OUT  Nature, 
are  obliged  to  confecrate  our  Lives  to  the  Service 
of  others.  Tis  a  reciprocal  Debt,  frem  which  no 
Mortal  is  free.  Every  Mans  owes  fomething  to  his 
Relations,  more  to  his  Friends,  but  moft  of  all  to 
the  Publick, 

Therefore  I  make  no  Complaints  of  my  Lot,  nor 
murmur  at  the  Will  of  Deftiny.  I  accufe  not  the  Stars 
of  my  Nativity,  tior  tax  them  with  unkindly  Afpeflt: 
But  am  contented  with  my  Fortune,  be  it  good  or 
bad,  and  refign'd  to  the  Pleafure  of  Heavi*. 

As  Nature  has  fram'd  my  Body  infirm  and  weak, 
fubjed  to  a  Thoufand  Maladies ;  fo  is  my  Mind  alfo  , 
harafs'd  with  Diftempers  which  have  no  Number. 
But  above  all  I  labour  under  a  Kind  of  Intellectual 
Ftver,  a  perpetual  Thirft  of  Knowledge,  which  all 
the  Books  and  Converfe  in  the  World  cannot  fatisfy. 
There  is  no  End  of  my  Doubts  and  Scruples.  Every 
Thing  appears  to  me  as  ambiguous  as  the  Anfaers  of 
the  Dttybick  Oracle  :  Nay,  I  am  a  perfect  Kiddle  to 
inyfelf. 

I  ell  me,  dear  Ha/i,  how  I  mould  cure  this  Dropjy 
of  the  Mind,  and  I  will  not  trouble  thee  with  the 
inconfiderable  Difeafes  of  my  Betty.  I  have  a  high 
Opinion  of  you  Phyjicia-ns  ;  And  fhall  put  more 
Confidence  in  thy  Advice  than  in  the  Sofia  of  the  . 
Mufti.  Conceal  not  thy  Art  from  Mabmut,  who 
wcmires  theevuth  a  ReCpeft  equal  to  that  which  he 

pays 
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pays  to  the  Memoirs  of  Avicen,  AF  Raxa,  Helal, 
and  the  reft  of  thofe  excellent  Pbyjicians,  mentioned 
in  our  Arabian  Hijiories. 

And  now  thefe  Ornaments  of  our  Nation  are  come 
into  my  Mind,  permit  them  to  divert  me  from  faying 
cr  thinking  any  more  of  myfelf  at  prefent  :  For  it 
will  be  better  to  turn  the  Difeourfe  to  fuch  Illuftrious 
Themes.  At  worft,  it  will  be  but  an  innocent  Di- 
greffion. 

In  perufing  the  Lines  of  thofe  famous  Men,  I  meet 
with  fome  Paffages  which  are  very  del  ightful  .  Perhaps 
;hou  haft  feen  the  fame.  Yet  'twill  do  thee  no  Hurt, 
to  call  them  again  to  thy  Remembrance. 

I  have  read  in  a  certain  Mxnufeript,  pen'd  by  Ibra- 
him the  Son  of  Helah,  a  renown'd  Phyfidan  at  Bag- 
fat,  this  Memoir  of  his  Father.     «  On  a  certain  Day, 
fays   he,    that  my  Father  had   adminfter'd    Phy- 
fick  to  the  Emperor  Tuzan,  for  which  he  was  pre- 
fenced  with    a   Royal  Veft,  rewarded  with  Five 
Thoufand    PiaJJrei,  and  by  the   Emperor's  Com- 
mand was  carried  through  the  Streets  in  State,  I 
obferv'd  that  he  was  penfive  arnidft  all  thofe  Ho- 
nours, and  troubled  in  Mind,  when  I  thought  he 
had  great  Reafon  to  rejoice  :     Therefore  I  faict 
to  him,  My  Father,  How  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  you 
are  thus  dcjetted  at  a  'Time,  when  all  the  World  ex- 
pefts  to  fee  you  di/oMd  in  Pleafure  ?  He  anf>ver'd,  . 
Son,  He  that  hat  bejlo<vfd  thefe  Honours  on   me  is   a 
Fool,    and  does   Things  prepojleroujly,    without  Rea- 


fon, and  therefore  I  cannot   rtjoice  at  thefe  untimely 

fenjible 
not  the  EJf(8t  of  his  Judgment,  but  of  his  Ignorance 


, 

Favours   he  has  Jheiued  me,  being  fenjible   they 


I  ga<ve  him  a  Catbartick  Potion,  which  ivorked  fo 
ftrongly  with  him,  that  it  excoriated  his  Bowels,  and 
brought  forth  Blood.  So  that  I  ivas  fore  d  to  ufe  a 
different  Metlcd,  both  to  remove  bis  Dijlimper,  and 
flop  the  violent  Flux.  In  the  mef>n  while,  he  igno- 
rant ly  believing,  That  the  'voiding  of  fo  much  Blood  ^ 

fry-. 
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procured  him  the  prefent  Eafe  and  Health  be  feels, 
therefore  ordered  thefe  Honours  to  be  done  me  <wkich 
thoufeeji.  Now  that  which  faddcns  me  is  my  Fear, 
left  fome  Time  or  other,  he  may  through  his  Ignorance 
commit  a!  great  en  Error  on  the  contrary  Side,  andfuf- 
pecl  that  1  haiie  done  him  an  Injury*  <wben  there  is  no 
Ground  for  it,  andfo  put  me  to  Death. 

Tell  me,  my  Friend,  had  not  this  Phyjician  Rea- 
fon  for  his  Behaviour  and  Words  ?  He  was  a  Man  of 
great  Abilities,  andaccomplifh'd  with  divers  Sciences, 
and  in  high  Efteem  with  the  Princes  and  Nobles  of 
Arabia. 

It  were  worthy  thy  Pains  to  perufe  frequently 
the  Life  of  Awicen,  written  by  himfelf  wherein 
thou  wilt  behold  the  Methods  he  us'd  to  acquire  a 
profound  Skill  in  the  Sciences  :  How  he  was  at  firft 
puzzled  in  the  Metapbyficks,  and  was  almolt  driven 
to  Defpair,  till  a  Dream  unfolded  to  him  whatfo- 
ever  was  difficult.  When  he  was  at  a  Lofs  in  any 
Difquifition,  he  us'd  to  frequent  the  Mofques,  and 
pour  forth  devout  and  frequent  Oraifons  to  the  Source 
ef  Intellectual  Light,  till  the  Thing  was  manifefted 
to  him.  He  fate  up  late  at  Nights,  having  a  Lamp 
perpetually  burning  in  his  Chamber,  applying  him- 
ielf  attentively  to  Books  and  Contemplation.  This 
was  his  Courfe,  till  he  was  confummate  in  all  the 
Liberal  Sciences,  which  was  in  the  Eighteenth  Year  ©f 
his  Age. 

But  all  the  Phyjicians  whofe  Names  adorn  our 
Wjlory,  none  feems  comparable  to  lhabet  Eb'n  Abra- 
him,  for  his  Skill  in  exadlly  indicating  the  Caufes  of 
a  Dijiemper,  by  the  different  Meafures  of  the  Pulfe. 
Abul  Pharai,  his  Contemporary  and  Friend,  writes 
thus  of  him  ;  '  On  a  certain  Day,  fays  he,  when  I  was 
«  with  Thibet  Eb'nAbrabim  of  Harraiu,  in  theHoufe 

*  of  Abu  Mohammed  the   Vizir,  Abu  Adalla  Ebno'I 
«  Hejai  the  P*et  being  there  alfo,  reach'd  forth  his 

*  Hand  to  Tbabet,  defiring  him  to  feel  his  Pulfe. 

•  To 
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«  To  whom  the  Phyfidan  forthwith  reply'd,  Thou 
haft  usd  o.  grofs  Diet,  and  been  intemperate  in  eating 
four  Milk  'with  Veal.  '  The  other  anfwering,  That  // 
'  was  true,  and  all  the  Company  admiring ;  Abu  I 
'  Abbas  the  AJlrologer  alf©  reached  forth  his  Hand. 
'  But  when  Thabet  had  felt  his  Pulfe,  Thou  faid  he, 
haft  committed  an  Exctfs  in  taking  too  much  of  cold 
Things ;  for,  as  I  judge,  thou  hajl  eaten  about  Eleven 
Pomegranates.  Immediately  Abu  I  Abbas  cried  out, 
Ibis  is  a  Prophet  certainly,  and  more  than  a  Phy- 
jlcian,  for  hefpeaks  the  Truth  to  a  Tittle.  '  Every 
'  Body  was  aftonifli'd  at  his  wondrous  Knowledge, 

*  and  more  than  all  the  reft.  Wherefore  when  I  had 

*  him  alene,  I  faid,    My  dear  Thabet,    The   Study 
of  Phfjick  is    common  to  us  both  ;  therefore  hide  no- 
thing from  me,  but  dif comer  freely  by  what  Art  you 
•were  able  to  tell,  that  the  Poet    eat  four  Milk  with 
Veal,    and  not  as   nvitb  Beef  or   Mutton ;    and  that 
the  Aftrologer  eat  no  more  nor  lefs  than  Eleven  Pome- 
granates.    He  anfwered,  My  Mind  fuggefted  this  to 
me,  and  prompted  my  Tongue  to'  utter  it.     '  Then    I 

defired  him  to  fhew  me  the  Scheme  of  his  Nativity: 
which  he  did  at  his  own  Houfe.     And  confidering 
it  attentively,  I  obferv'd,  that  the  Planet  Jupiter 
was  Lord  of  the  Horofcope.     Then  faid   I  to  him, 
Tis  this  fpeakt,  my  dear  Friend,  not  you ,  Jo  often  at 
you  make  thefe  fortunate  Conjefiures.     Thus  far  Abu  I 
Pbarai. 

GOD  knows  whether  the  Stars  have  any  fuch  Infu- 
ence  on  Men  in  their  Birth,  or  no.  I  am  not  very 
credulous  in  this  Point.  Nor  can  the  Authority  of 
the  Ancients,  or  the  Character  of  the  Perjian  and 
Chaldean  Magi  captivate  my  Mind  in  an  implicit 
Faith  of  Things  fo  liable  to  Doubt.  Who  knows 
what  the  Stan  are  made  of,  or  for  what  Ends  they 
are  created  ?  Yet  I  muft  own,  that  fome  Men  feem 
to  be  born  with  inherent  Faculties,  which  others 
can  never  acquire  with  all  the  the  Art  and  Induilry  in 

the 
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the  World.  One  Man  is  of  a  Poetick  Conftitution  ; 
Another  is  genially  inclin'd  to  Ptyfick  ;  A  Third  ex- 
cels in  Mechatiicks:  Every  Man  has  his  peculiar  Gift. 
And  yet,  perhaps,  all  this  while,  the  Sfan  have  no- 
thing to  do  in  the  Matter.  However,  if  there  be 
any  Truth  .in  Aftrology,  the  Perjlans,  Chaldaans, 
Arabians  and  Indian,  feem  to  be  the  only  Men  of 
ail.  Nations,  conftellated  to  underftand  this  Science 
perfeftly.  One  knows  not  what  to  think,  amidft 
fo  many  Appearances  of  Triith  and  Falfhood.  Nor 
can  our  Thoughts  be  of  any  great  Import,  be  it  how 
it  will  in  faete  fpeculative  Matters.  At  the  Day  of 
Judgment,  we  mall  not  be  afk'd,  what  Proficiency 
We  have  made  in  Logick,  Metaphyjick,  Ajlronomy,  or 
any  other  Science  ;  but  whether  we  have  lived  accord- 
ing to  our  Nature,  as  Men  endued  with  Morality  and 
Reafon.  In  that  Hour  it  will  more  avail  us,  that  we 
have  thrown  a  Handful  of  Flower  in  Charity  to  a  . 
Neft  of  contemptible  Pi/mires,  than  that  we  could 
mufter  all  the  Hofls  of  Heaven,  and  call  every  Star 
by  its  proper  Name.  For  then  the  Cancellations 
themfelves  fhall  difappear  ;  the  SUH  and  Moon  fhall 
give  no  more  Light,  and  all  the  Frame  of  Nature 
fhall  Tanifh  :  But  our  good  and  bad  Works  (hall  re- 
main for  ever,  recorded  in  the  Archives  of  Eternity. 
If  from  this  Manner  of  Writing  thou  fhalt  con- 
jefture  I  am  Melancholy,  and  wilt  alfo  re/eal  the 
Caufes  and  Remedy  of  this  Dijiemper,  thou  fhalt  be 
me  more  to  me  than  a  Thoufand  Avicens,  Htlah, ... 
Thabets,  or  all  the  Pbyficians  and  Ajirologers  of  the  , 
Eafi'  For  thefeKind  of  Thoughts  are  mournful  as... 
the  Sbadeiu  of  Death. 

Paris,  23d  of  the  4th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1655. 

LETTER . 
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LETTER    II. 

To  Afis,  Baffa. 

I  know  not  whether  thou  wilt  praife  or  condemn 
the  Sentence,  which  the  Elcfior  of  Saxo-ny  pro- 
nounced not  long  ago  on  a  poor  Fellow  for  killing  a 
Detr.  Yet,  becaufe  there  is  fomthing  very  fingular 
in  it,  I  will  relate  the  whole  Paflage,  as  I  receiv'd  it 
from  Nathan  Sen  Faddi,  the  jfcw  at  Vienna. 

In  the  Moon  of"  Ckouval,  a  certain  Citizen  at  Wri- 
temberg  was  accufed  before  the  Elefior,  for  hunting 
in  his  Foreft,  and  killing  one  of  his  Deer.  The  Dukey 
in  a  Rage,  commanded  him  to  be  fet  upon  a  Stag* 
his  Hands  chain'd  to  the  Horns,  and  his  Feet  under 
the  Belly  of  the  Bead  ;  ordering  that  the  Stag  with 
this  Burthern,  fhould  be  let  loofe,  to  run  whither  he 
would.  The  poor  frightned  Stag,  not  being  accu- 
flom'd  to  fuch  a  Load,  and  terrified  with  the  Rattling 
of  the  Chains,  ran  away  full  Speed  over  Hills  and 
Dales,  through  1  hickets  or  Briars  and  Thorns,  ne- 
rcr  Hopping  tiil  he  had  meafur^d  above  Three  and 
Thirty  Gtnnan  Leagues  ;  and  then  tir'd  with  fo  Va& 
a  Race,  he  fell  down.  At  which  Inftant,  &  Caravan 
was  coming  by  that  Place  out  of  Silrjia. 

The  poor  Wretch  on  the  Back  of  the  Stag,  almoil 
dead  with  the  Pains  he  had  undergone,  in  fo  conti- 
nued and  violent  a  Motion,  being  alfo  forely  bruis'd 
and  his  Flelh  torn  and  mangled  by  the  Boughs  of 
Trees,  as  the  Stag  rufhed  through  thick  Woods 
cry'd  aloud  to  the  Caravan,  begging  that  feme  of 
them  would  in  Mercy  difpatch  him  out  of  his  Tor- 
ments. But  they,  either  for  fear  of  the  Du&e's  Dif- 
pleafurc,  or  for  other  Reafons,  refus'd  him  this  Kind- 
nefs.  So  that  after  the  Stag  had  refted  a  while,  and 
recovered  new  Spirits,  he  began  a  frefli  Career  ; 

and 
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and  never  ceas'd  running  till  he  arrived  at  a  certain 
Msnajlery  or  Convent  of  Religious,  where  he  beat 
againft  the  Gate  with  his  Horns,  till  fome  of  the 
Dervifes  open'd  it,  and  let  him  in.  They  aftonifh- 
ed  to  fee  a  Man  thus  pinion'd  to  a  Stag,  his  Face, 
Arms,  Legs,  and  all  his  Body  covered  with  Blood, 
and  himfelf  ready  to  expire,  immediately  brought 
him  Cordials  and  other  Refrefhments,  whilft  fomc 
were  imploy'd  in  loofmg  his  Chains.  But  being  in- 
form'd  by  his  own  Mouth  how  he  came  into  this 
Condition,  they  began  to  think  of  turning  him  loofe 
again,  for  fear  of  the  Duke's  Anger.  However  fuf- 
fering  themfelves  to  be  overcome  be  the  Importunity 
of  the  miferable  Man,  and  relying  on  their  Eccliji- 
pfiick  Privileges,  (for  here  in  the  Weft  the  Convents 
are  generally  allowed  SanBuaries  for  all  Sorts  of  Of- 
fenders) they  took  him  into  their  Proteftion  :  But  he 
expir'd  that  Night. 

It  is  hard  to  determine,  whether  the  Duke,  or  thefe 
Dervifis  were  in  the  Right  or  Wrong  :  The  French, 
who  of  late  have  by  a  Fafhion  learn'd  to  grow  ob- 
durate, juflify  the  Proceedings  of  their  Prince;  fay- 
ing, That  Pity  is  a  Paffion  fit  only  for  Women,  Chil- 
dren and  Fools.  They  efteem  it  a  Mark  of  a  great 
Spirit,  a  \  aa  capable  of  Empire,  not  to  be  moved 
with  the  Sighs  or  Tears  of  the  Miferable  ;  but  to 
frown  or  laugh  at  the  Misfortunes  of  other*.  "1  his, 
they  fay,  is  the  only  Method  to  harden  Men  for 
War,  Conqueft  and  Plunder ;  where  the  Viclors  are 
to  cut  the  Way  to  Honour  and  Riches  through  the 
Hearts  of  the  Vanquifhed,  to  quench  the  ardent  Thirft 
cf  Glory  with  human  Blood,  and  to  celebrate  their 
Triumphs  only  in  the  midil  of  horrid  MafFacres  and 
Funerals. 

'Tis  true,  thefe  Principles  and  Aftions  are  allow- 
able in  Men  cf  the  Sivcrd,  when  they  fight  the  Bat- 
tles of  their  King  and  Country  in  Heat  of  Blood.  But 
Clemency  and  Compaffion,  are  Virtues  becoming 

the 
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the  greatefl  Prince,  or  moft  valiant  General,  when 
their  Enemies  are  reduced,  by  the  Fortune  of  War 
to  kifs  the  Dull  of  their  Feet,  and  beg  for  Mercy  ; 
Or,  when  in  1  ime  of  Peace,  their  Subjects  fall  into  a 
Crime  which  may  admit  Indulgence.  Certainly  thefe 
Wejlern  Infidels  have  wrong  Notions  of  Humanity, 
hi  afTerting,  That  Cruelty  is  either  a  Sign  of  a  noble 
Nature,  or  a  Step  to  true  Happinefs  :  Since  the  moft 
hard-hearted  Tyrant,  one  Time  or  other,  will  have 
need  of  Compaffion  himfelf :  Efpecially  in  Sicknefs, 
and  the  Agonies  of  of  Death,  which  perhaps  prove 
more  tormenting  to  him,  than  to  the  Merciful  and 
Generous.  It  is  recorded  of  Al  Hejai  Eb'n  Hejbam, 
a  famous  Arabian  Captain,  that  when  in  a  Malignant 
Fever,  he  cali'd  for  Water  to  drink,  and  it  was  de- 
ny'd  him  by  the  Phyficians  who  had  the  Care  of  his 
Health  :  //  is  enough  (faid  he)  Rueno'ddaula,  once  my 
Lieut  ent  ant,  to  whom  I  forgave  three  Treafons,  andixho 
died  a  Natural  Death,  has  refreflydme  at  this  Minute 
with  a  Liquor  unknown  :  Sure  "'tis  the  Wine  sf  Para- 
dife.  And  from  that  Moment  he  began  to  recover 
his  Health,  after  which  he  lived  many  Years,  of- 
ten rehcarfmg  this  PafTage  among  his  familiar  Friends, 
to  his  laft  Day. 

But  the  Li f dds  are  either  ignorant  of  thefe  Exam- 
ples, or  if  they  know  'cm,  Pride  will  not  fufFer  'em 
to  learn  Morality  and  Juftice.  They  are  deftined. 
the  greatefl  Part,  to  be  incredulous  to  the  Day  of 
Judgment.  How  many  Prophets  has  GOD  fent  into 
all  Nations,  to  teach  them  the  right  Way,  and  not  the 
Way  of  fuch  with  whom  he  is  difpleas'd  !  Yet  they 
will  not  be  converted  :  They  look  on  the  dpojiles 
and  Mfjfcngeri  of  the  Eternal,  with  the  Eyes  of 
Swine  ;  they  grunt  under  the  Burthen  of  their  Sen- 
faality,  and  like  thofe  filthy  Animals  return  to  their 
Mire  again.  Yet,  that  Superlatively  Merciful,  winks 
at  their  Frailties,  and  vifits  them  with  his  Graces  eve- 
ry Morning.  But  they  put  their  Fingers  in  their 

Ears 
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Ears,  and  turn  away  in  Difdain,  as  from  a  Beggar. 
They  reject  the  King  of  all  Things,  as  a  Fugitive  and 
Vagabond  on  Earth. 

From  that  delectable  Ejfcnce,  the  Odour  of  whofe 
Sweetnefs  is  diffufed  through  the  Ehmo.ts,  and  re- 
frefhes  the  Minds  of  the  True  faithful*  let  us  by  con- 
tinual Devotion  and  Vertue  attract  Divine  Tinctures, 
till  our  Hearts  be  all  transform'd  into  Incenfe,  and  in 
this  aromatick  Pile,  our  Souls  expire  like  the  Phamx, 
to  revive  again  in  the  Joys  of  Pamftft,  in  Amours 
which  know  no  End. 

Paris,  8th  of  the  jth  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1655. 


LETTER    III. 
70  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew,  at  Vienna*. 

I  Wonder  at  Nothing :  much  lefs  st  the  extravagant 
Caprices  of  Tyrant.'.  Mcthinks  there  appears  no 
Novelty  in  modern  Tranfactions :  They  are  but  a  Re- 
petition of  ancient  Practices,  under  new  Forms.  Ofc 
ail  the  Events  of  this  Age,  not  one  has  come  to  my 
Knowledge  which  gives  me  a  Surprize.  Yet  I  muft 
confefs,  there  is  fomething  very  lingular  in  the  Puniih-. 
ment  the  Duke  of  S^*^.  inflicted,  as  thy  Letter  tells 
me,  ©n  the  poor  Deer- ftealer.  And,  if  ii  bejufttoput 
a  Man  to  Death  on  fuch  an  Account,  as  the  Indium 
hold,  the  Duke  feems  very  ingenious  and  accurate,  in 
the  Choice  he  made  of  an  Executioner. 

The  ancient  Remans  had  a  Law  whjch  they  call  d 
Lex  Talienit ;  which  in  sMCriminal  Cafes  appointed 
the  Punishment  to  be  in  fame  Circumflances  ade- 
quate to  the  Fault.  And  thsu  knovv'ft  Mofes  your 
Lanv-g!<ver  left  much  the  fame  Statutes:  Requiring 
tke  Lofs  of  the  Eye  of  him,  who  had  put  another 

Man's 
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Man's  out  ;  a  Tooth  for  a  Tooth,  an  Arm  for  an 
Arm  and  fo  proportiouably  of  other  Injuries.  But 
this  Prince  feems  to  have  made  a  Supplement,  where 
thefe  Laivt  appear 'd  fhort  ;  and  has  fhew'd  a  moft 
exquifite  Nicenefs  of  Revenge  in  the  Deftiny  of  the 
unfortunate  Huntfman,  to  caufe  a  Stag  to  be,  in  fo 
peculiar  a  Manner,  the  Inftrument  of  his  Death,  who 
had  villainoufiy  murder'd  one  of  the  fame  Species  : 
Doubtlefs  it  was  a  Princely  Freak  of  Juflice :  And 
had  it  been  done  purely  to  avenge  the  Bood  of  the 
ilaughter'd  Beaft,  and  not  in  Vindication  of  his  own 
Right,  I  could  not  forbear  to  pronounce  it  a  Fro- 
lick  worthy  of  a  Hero.  But  he  himfelf  is  frequently 
guilty  of  the  fame  Kind  of  Murther,  as  are  moft  of 
the  Great  Men  in  Europe  ;  whofe  Tables  are  no  other 
than  the  Altars  of  Gluttony,  fmoaking  with  Flefh  and 
Blood,  whilft  Hecatombs  of  Animals  are  there  facri- 
fices  to  voracious  Appetites,  the  Idols  of  thefe  W'eftern 
People. 

Methinks  therefore,  it  had  been  more  generous 
and  becoming  a  Prince,  to  pardon  the  poor  Fellow 


to  the  Law  of  Nature,  to  kill  a  Stag,  as  the  Owner 
has.  But  there  is  no  Talk  to  be  make  of  Right  or 
Wrong,  where  Power  over-rules  all. 

India,  is  at  prefent  the  only  publick  Theatre  of 
J^ftice  towards  all  living  Creatures.  There  it  is  a 
Capital  Crime  to  med  the  Blood  of  any  Animal,  and 
punifh'd  with  Death  no  lefs  than  the  Murther  of  a 
Man.  The  Princes  and  Nobles  indeed  inclofe  Deer, 
and  other  innocent  Creatures  in  Parks,  not  with  a 
Defign  to  prey  upon  them  at  their  Pleafare,  but  to 
defend  them  from  the  Violence  of  others  ;  whilft 
thofe  happy  Animals  range  .and  feed  where  they 
pleafe  within  thofe  Pales  free  from  Peril,  and  ne- 
ver fearing  any  pther  Death,  fave  that  whey  pay  to 

Nature, 
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Nature,  when  they  have  fpun  out  the  accuftomed 
Term  of  their  Life.  They  alfo  build  Hofpitals  for  a 
likePurpofe;  and  are  at  great  Charge  every  Year 
to  redeem  a  certain  Number  of  Oxen  and  Cows  from 
Slaughter  :  For  they  efteem  it  a  barbarous  and  inhu- 
man Cruelty  to  murder  thole  Creatures  which  are  the 
Nurfes  of  our  Life. 

The  Law  of  Mofcs,  If  I  miftake  not,  obliges  all  of 
thy  Nation  to  certain  fpecific  TendernefTes  toward  the 
dumb  Animals.  And  Eefa  the  Prophet,  a  Man  of 
no  obfcure  Extraft,  but  of  a  noted  Race  among  the 
Hebrews,  fays,  He  that  killetb  an  Ox,  ii  as  if  he  flew 
a  Men ;  end  be  that  facrijicetb  a  Lamb,  as  if  he 
leleaded  a  Dog.  And  in  another  Place,  the  fame 
Prophet  fays,  in  the  Perfon  of  GOD,  To  what  Pur- 
pofe  is  the  Multitude  of  y cur  Sacrifices  to  me  ?  I  am  of- 
f ended  with  the  Smoke  of  your  Burnt-ojferirgs,  and 
tiaufcated  with  the  Smill  of  broiled  Fat.  Itake  no 
Delight  in  the  Blood  of  Bulls,  Lambs  or  Goats.  Who 
bath  required  thefe  Things  at  your  Hands  ?  Bring  no 
more  vain  Oblations,  which  my  Scul  hatetb. 

By  thofe  Expreflions,  one  would  think  the  Pro- 
fhet  brings  in  GOD.  denying  that  ever  he  command- 
ed any  fuch  Sacrifice,  or  Shedding  of  Blood,  and 
protefting  againft  it  as  an  Abomination.  Where 
then  is  the  Reputation  of  thefe  Writings  which  go 
under  the  Name  of  Mofes  ?  For  in  them  thefe 
bloody  Viclims  are  exprefly  enjoin'd  ;  G  O  D  cannot 
be  contradictory  to  himfelf.  Doubtlefs,  a  great  P?.rt 
of  the  true  Law  which  GOD  gave  to  Mofes  was  loft 
in  the  former  Captivities  of  your  Nation,  when  your 
Cities  and  Provinces  were  quite  difpeop!edj  your  Fa- 
thers led  away  by  the  Victorious  Monarchs  of  the 
Eaft,  and  your  choieft  Memoirs  abolimed.  So  that 
what  remains  now,  is  only  a  Collection  of  Fragments 
patch 'd  up  by  Efdras,  and  other  induftrious  Scribes, 
to  which  they  gave  the  fpecious  Title  of  the  Law  of 
Jt;<f'ttt  that  fo  they  might  fallen  the  wavering  Peo^ 

pie 
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pie  in  Obedience  to  fomething,  though  of  their  own 
devifing. 

Nathan,  I  do  not  go  about  to  feduce  thee ;  examine 
all  Things.  Believe  neither  me  nor  thy  own  Rabbi's, 
but  truft  only  thy  Reafon,  which  will  Hand  by  thee  at 
the  Day  of  Jugdment,  when  all  Things  elfe  (hall  fail. 

Paris,  8th  of  tie  5th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1655. 


LETTER    IV. 

7o  Dgebe  Nafir,  Baffa. 

THESE  Naxarenes,  like  Followers  of  the  Pro- 
pbet,  are  divided  into  innumerable  Serfs  ;  and 
fo  'tis  in  all  Religions  ;  Men  cannot  think  alike ;  Na- 
ture itfelf  delights  in  Variety.  GOD  has  divedify'd 
the  Faculties  of  our  Souls,  as  he  has  the  C&ftitutioiu 
pf  our  Bodies.  The  Ziaht  is  fubjefl  to  Choler,  the 
Bigot  to  Melancholy,  the  Libertine  is  of  a  fanguine 
Complexion ;  and  as  for  the  reft,  they  are  but  fo 
many  walking,  fpeaking  Lumps  of  Phlegm.  This  is 
the  Pbyfical  Divifion  of  Mortals ;  under  which  are 
comprehended  the  various  Tempers  which  refulf 
from  the  different  Mixture  of  thefe  Four  Radical 
Principles.  And  for  this  we  muft  thank  Galen  and 
Hippocrates. 

.  But,  if  we  confult  the  djirologers,  they  will  af- 
fign  as  many  different  Humours  and  Complexions  as 
there  be  Stars  in  the  Heavens,  at  leaft,  as  there  bo 
ConJlellaiioKs.  They'll  tell  ye  of  the  Bull  and  tha 
fiear,  and  God  knows  what  heavenly  Stories.  Thq 
Dragon  (hall  fpit  Venom  on  one  Man's  Nativiiyi 
cut  of  his  Mouth;  and  give  another  a  pqifonous  Lick 
y/ith  his  Tail.  If  we  believe  all  they  fay,  there  is 

not 
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not  an  Herb  in  the  Field  but  has  its  particular  Star, 
\vhofe  Influence  caufes  it  to  grow  and  profper  ;  though 
MoJ'es  tells  us,  that  the  Vegetables  appeared  on  the 
Earth,  even  before  the  Stars  themfelves  had  their  Ex- 
igence in  the  Heaven. 

But,  whether  there  be  any  Truth  in  Jftrology,  or 
no,  tkis  is  certain,  That  Men  differ  in  their  Senti- 
ments of  Religion,  as  they  do  in  their  Kaces.  The 
Pbyfagnomy  of  Faith  is  infinitely  various.  -One  Man 
believes  in  Mofes,  another  in  Jefus  the  Son  of  Maty, 
a  third  in  Mahomet  our  Holy  Laau-taatat.  Then  thefe 
are  fubdivided  into  innumerable  Parties.  Thejtit-s 
have  Seventy  eminent  Religious  FaRions.  There 
are  number'd  Seventy  and  One  Setts  of  Cbrijiians, 
and  Seventy  Two  of  MuJJulmans.  Thefe  are  all  at 
odds  about  Words  and  the  exterior  Ceremonies  ;  fo  zea- 
lous for  Charity  andPeace,  that  they  are  in  perpetual 
Wars  for  its  Sake,  murthering  one  another  in  the  Lovs 
of  God  :  And  fuch  flout  Champions  for  the  Truth, 
that  they  fcruple  not  to.tell  Ten  1  houfand  Lies  in  its 
.Defence. 

The  Differences 'bet ween  the  Greek  and  Armenian 
Nazarettes,  the  Nejiorians  and  Jacobites,  with  other 
Sefit  of  the  Eaft,  are  not  unknowu  to  the  Mintfttn 
of  the  Porte.  But  perhaps  thou  art  a  Stranger  to  the 
new  Scbifmt  of  the  Weft. 

The  molt  eminent  Uvofiem  of  Chrijlendom  at  this 
Time,  is  into  Catholicks  and  Protejiants.  The  former 
obey  the  Roman  Mufti,  and  boalt  ©f  an  uninterrupt- 
ed 6>rw  of  Caliphs  from  Peter  the  Vicar  of  the  Meffi- 
as,  down  to  the  prefent  Pope.  The  latter  are  the 
•Followers  of  Luther  and  Calvin,  Men  who  pretend- 
ed to  certain  Ne*w  Lights,  and  claim'd  a  Right 
to  reform  the  Errors  of  their  F  fit  hers,  in  Matters 
of  Faith  and  Worlhip.  GOD  befl  knows  who's  in 
the  Right  or  Wrong  of  thefe  two  Parties:  But  they 
have  always  been  at  Daggers- draw  ing  in  Defence 
df  their  feveral  Tenets ;  Profecuting  and  Maf- 

facring 
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facring  one  another  for  Conscience  Sake.  Both  Sides 
appeal  to  the  Written  La-ui,  to  ApsftiUcal  Traditions, 
to  the  Tfjlimony  of  the  Ancif.ntt,  the  Decrees  af  Cja*- 
ci/s,  and  the  Praftice  of  thoie  v/hom  they  call  the 
Primitive  Church.  Yet  neither  Part  will  allow  the 
other  a  fufficent  Judgment  to  interpret  thofe  Memoirs 
of  Antiquity,  uor  an  Authentkk  Power  to  decide 
Controverfies  of  this  Nature.  Thus  their  Difputes 
are  like  to  la!l  till  \h&  final  Day  of  Decifion,  when  all 
Human  Quarrels  fhali  be  determin'd  before  the  Grand 
Tribunal. 

In  tkc  mean  Time,  they  take  all  Advantages  to  ex- 
ecute their  Spight  und  Malice  on  each  other,  under 
the  Notion  of  JuAice  and  Piety.  We  are  daily  alarm 'd 
here  with  Tragical  Relations  of  horrid  Murrhers  and 
Butcherfes  committed  on  the  Protefiants  ^Piedmont 
and  other  Parts  under  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  Whilft, 
fome  fay,  That  all  thefe  Reports  are  falie,  and  the 
Sufferings  of  thofe  People  are.  according  to  Law,  the 
.due  Puniihment  of  their  Rthellieiu  Actions. 

It  is  not  in  my  Po  A  er  to  acljutt  their  Differences  ; 
ncr  is  it  material  to  a  MuJ/it!moi,  which  of  them  ha« 
the  Law  on  their  Side.  Yet  if  I  were  inclined  to  take 
any  Part,  it  mould  be  that  of  the  OpprefTed.  Cru- 
elty I  abhor  ;  and  our  Holy  Prophet  has  forbid  Force 
to  be  us'd  in  Matters  of  Religion,  fince  the  Confci- 
ence  is  rsfponfible  to  none  but  GOD. 

May  that  GOD,  from  whofe  Unity  have  fprung  all 
the  different  Efiences  in  the  World,  and  all  the  Vari- 
ety in  Nature,  give  us  Grace  to  love  the  whole  Crea- 
tion, and  not  no  Hied  Blood,  unlefs  in  the  Sacred 
Combat. 

Paris,  1 3th  of  the  6th  Moottt 
of  the  Tear  1655. 
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fo   William    Vofpel,    a  Rcclufe   of 
Auitria. 

I  Had  concluded  thee  dead,  till  thy  Letter  certi- 
fy'd  me  to  the  contrary.  So  long  a  Silence  be- 
tween Friends,  would  put  any  Man  upon  the  fame 
Thoughts.  Ten  Years  have  flipt  away  between  my 
laft  to  thee,  and  thy  Anfwer.  I  hope  thou  doft  not 
meafure  Time  after  the  Rate  of  the  St*vtn  Sleepers. 
Perhaps  thou  haft  been  enjoin'd  a  Ten  Years  Si- 
lence, and  Abftinence  from  all  Manner  of  Conver- 
fation,  by  the  Superior  of  thy  Convent.  Such  Seve- 
rities are  not  uncommon  in  Religious  Societies,  where 
the  main  Bufmefs  is  to  acquire  P  erf  eft  ion.  The 
Armenian  Monajleries  are  much  more  rigid,  where, 
but  for  one  extravagant  Word,  I  have  known  a 
Man's  Tongue  lockM  up  for  the  Space  of  two  and 
twenty  Years,  under  Pain  of  Excommunication  ;  and 
then  releas'd,  only  for  the  Sake  of  a  moft  fignificant 
Jeft  put  upon  the  Patricrtb  in  mute  Signs.  Wit  will 
find  a  Way  to  vent  itfelf,  though  it  be  at  the  Finger's 
End*.  And  for  aught  I  know,  thou  haft  oblig'd  the 
Abbot  to  take  off  thy  CenJ'we  by  the  like  Method. 
There  was  Abundance  or  Satjrt  in  the  Subfannation 
of  the  ancient  Romans;  and  no  lefs  Rbetorick  in  the 
Shrug  and  Grimace  of  the  modern  Italians.  The 
Mimicki  of  Scaramouch;,  are  a  perfecl:  Lampoon,  and 
ftarlequin  is  Burltjque  all  over. 

Thou  know'Jt  1  aways  entertain  thee  with  one 
frivolous  Diicourfe  or  other,  to  divert  thy  Me- 
lancholy ;  and  thy  own  Letters  give  me  Encou- 
ragement. They  leem  to  be  writ  in  a  pleafant 
Humour.  But,  tell  me,  Ha5,  e  J  gueiVd  right  at 
the  Caufe  of  fo  tedious  a  Refervednefs,  or  no  ? 
Haft  thou  been  forc'd  all  this  while  to  fpcak  wich 

thy 
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thy  Hand,  Feet,  Nofe,  and  the  emphatic  Motion  of 
thy  Head  and  Eye  ?  If  it  were  fo,  I  fancy  thou 
wert  excellent  Company  among  thy  grave  phlegma- 
tick  Brethcrn,  and  in  a  fair  Way  to  underltand  the 
Language  of  the  Beufts,  who  by  curvertting,  creep- 
ing, leaping,  friflcing  their  Tails,  and  other  Pof- 
tures,  exprefs  their  various  Paffions,  Defires,  and 
Neceffities,  as  intelligibly  to  thole  who  are  us'd  to 
them,  as  we  can  do  by  the  moft  elegant  AddrefTes  hi 
Words, 

But  to  be  fcrious:  If  for  the  Sake  of  Vertue  this 
Penance  be  impos'd  on  thee  by  him  who  prefides  over 
thy  Convent,  or  thou  haft  voluntarily  undertaken  f0 
difficult  a  Part  of  Self  denial  on  the  Score  of  Philo- 
fopby  or  Religion,  thou  haft  approved  thyfelf  wife  and 
brave  in  not  flinching.  A  Co-.vard  in  religious  Mat- 
ters is  as  defpicable'  as  \-\  the  Engagements  of  the 
World.  "1'is  honourable  to  face  Temptations,  and 
come  oft* with  Victory. 

As  for  what  thou  defireft  to  know,  concerning 
the  Sepulchre  of  King  ChiUei  ic,  it  is  efteem'd  a  Piece 
,of  great  Antiquity,  in  regard  he  was  a  fourth  Mo- 
narch of  France.  He  reign'd  over  the  Gauls  or  Franks 
in  the  Year  458,  Swerus  being  Emperor  of  Rome, 
St'verinus  and  Degalaipbus,  Confuls.  Yet  in  little 
more  than  three  Years,  he  was  depos'd,  and  banilh'd 
by  his  Subjects,  W'hilft  JEgidius,  a  Roman,  was 
crcwp'j  in  his  Head.  Neither  did  this  Man  pleaie 
the  People  fo  well,  but  that  after  fome  Ex; 
of  his  Profeiiiwn,  Avarice,  and  other  Vices,  they 
cxpcird  him  aH'o,  and  recall'd  their  Lawful  Sove- 
reign For  .JEgidius  had  vex'd  them  with  unreaibna- 
ble  Taxes,  fleecing  ihem  of  many  Millions,  which 
Jie  privately  fent  out  of  the  Kingdom,  difpofing 
of  this  vaft  Treafure  at  Rome,  and  aiiong  his 
Friends  in  other  Parts,  as  a  Support  againft  fu- 
ture Contingencies  :  For  he  look'd  for  fome  Back- 
blow*  of  Fate.  Ckildtric  therefore  being  reftor'd  to 
£  2  hi* 
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his  Cicivn,  enjoy 'a  it  till  his  Death,  which  was  in  the 
Year  4  84.  After  wr.om  fuccceded  in  the  Kingdom, 
Clodcrutriti  the  Great,  who  wa&  the  firft  Fnncb  King 
that  embrac'd  Cbrifiicrnity. 

The  Time  when  CbiliLrics  Tomb  was  firft  .  difco- 
ver'd,  was  about  two  Years  ago,  when  the  Cathe- 
dral of  clournuy  wanted  Reparation.  For  as  the  La- 
icurers  were  digging  up  the  old  Chamel-Houfi ,  they 
encounter'd  a  long  Stone  ;  which  giving  'em  ibme 
Fatigue,  they  broke  in  Pieces,  and  found  under  it 
the  entire  Skeleton  of  a  Msn,  lying  at  length,  with 
Abundance  of  Greek  M«dah  of  Gold,  and  fome  other 
Curiofities  of  the  fame  Metal,  among  which  was  a 
Ring  with  this  Mctto  : 

SIGILLUM    CHILDERICI    REGIS. 

AH  thefe  Rdicks  were  at  firft  poflefs'd  by  the  Ca- 
tions of  that  Church,  where  they  were  found  :  Of 
whom  they  were  begg'd  by  the  Arch-Duke  of  Au- 
Jtria,  who  has  them  in  his  Cuftody.  Therefore 
thofe  who  told  them  they  are  in  the  King  of 
France's  Hands  were  mif-inform'd  themfelves,  or 
defign'd  to  abufe  thee.  For  this  cannot  be  fup- 
pos'd,  during  the  prefent  War  between  France  and 
Spain  :  When  they  are  more  ready  on  both  Sides  to 
plunder  one  another,  than  to  grant  Civilities  of  this 
obliging  Nature. 

I  perceive  thou  art  grown  a  great  Antiquary  ; 
and  therefore  in  token  of  my  EAeem,  I  have  fcnt 
thee  a  Cabinet  of  fuch  old  Things  as  I  have  fcrap'd 
together  it  my  Travels,  and  during  my  Refidence  in 
this  C.'t/. 

The  Agates  which  you  will  f.nd  in  the  upper- 
fttoji  Drawer,  may  eafily  be  dated  by  their  Figures, 
which  are  all  after  the  Faftiion  of  Gt,:tile  Rome. 
As  for  t're  Shells  \n  the  fecond,  I  leave  them  to  thy 
©wn  Judgment;  only  this  I  will  fay,  That  they 
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are  not  common.  The  Third  contains  a  Mifcellany 
of  feveral  Antiques.  The  Knives  were  ufed  by  the  an- 
tient  Romc.n  Priijts  in  their  Sacrifices.  The  Weights 
are  at  leaft  Twelve  Hundred  Years  old,  by  the  Parallell 
which  I  have  feen  in  the  Kings  Library.  The  Rings 
are  alfo  of  the  Parthi  m  Make  :  And  the  Arrow  to 
which  they  are  fattened,  retains  it  Oriental  Venom  to 
this  Hour ;  as  thou  wilt  find,  by  trying  it  on  any 
Animal  that  deferves  it.  But  after  all,  the  lovjermojl 
Drawer  contains  nothing  but  Counterfeits.  For  tliofe 
Medals  are  the  Work  of  Paranzan,  the  fined  Engra- 
ver in  ••••'•  orld.  If  thou  knoweft  not  his  Charac- 
ter, I'll  tell  thee  in  a  Word  ;  he  was  famous  for  imi- 
tating fo  exactly  the  moft  antient  Medals,  that  the 
Tranfcripts  could  not  be  difcern'd  by  the  moil  ikilful 
Jrttfts,  from  the  Originals, 

Accept  thefe  with  the  fame  Good-will  as  I  did, 
when  they  were  presented  me,  and  tell  me  wherein 
clfe  I  can  gratify  thy  Wimcs. 

You  Monuficki  are  infinitely  happy  in  the  Advan- 
tages of  Retirement  and  Tranquility.  You  are 
free  from  the  Cares  which  moleft  other  Mortals.  The 
Bell  rings  you  to  Prayers  and  to  your  Ripajl.  You 
have  nothing  elfe  to  regard,  bat  your  Contemplations 
and  Studies.  Many  great  Lights  have  fprung  from 
your  various  Orders.  And  i  tell  thee,  r  ather  Wil- 
liam, the  World  will  be  djfappointed,  if  thou  fhould'ft 
prove  a  Dark  Lahthorn,  and  only  be  wife  for  thyfelf. 

Paris,  25  rh  «f  the  6th  Moon, 
of  tht  Year  1 6  $5- 
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LETTER     VI. 

To   the   mojt    lUtiJtrious  and    Invincible 
Vizir  Azem,   at  the  Porte. 

BY  the  Sound  which  the  Sun  makes  at  his  go- 
ing down,  I  fwear  I  was  not  miflaken  in  the 
Idea.  I  had  of  thy  Generofity  :  And  the  Diipatch 
with  which  thou  haft  honoured  the  -Slave  Mabmut, 
confirms  me  in  a  perfect  Security  of  thy  favour  and 
Protection. 

1  fhall,  with  exquifitc  Diligence,  obey  thy  Orders  : 
But  it  cannot  be  atumpteci  without  vale  SUITS  of 
Money.  And  if  J  may  be  thought  \vor;...y  to  give 
Advice  to  my  Superiors,  the  moft  efte&ual  Way  to  ac- 
compli'.h  this,  will  be,  by  fending  one  of  the  princi- 
pcl  Mitiifttrs  to  this  Court,  with  a  fplenciid  EtnbaJ/y  : 
For  this  young  King  expedh  very  honourable  Ad- 
crtffes  f:cm  all  who  leek  his  more  intimate  Friend- 
fljfp  :  Therefore  a  Cbitus  would  be  flighted  on  fuch 
an  Cccsfion,  and  ma;  r  all  the  Defign.  J  wt  uid  coun- 
fel,  T  hat  Somebody  be  fcnt,  who  perfectly  under- 
ftands  the  dmus  of  the  French,  and  the  particular 
Aim  of  Cardinal  Mdeuerita. 

Under  the  Pro^eclion  of  fuch  a  One,  I  ftould  be 
able,  without  Hazard  of  a  fififcovery,  toaft  all  that 
is  neceffary  to  carry  on  this  Defign  with  good  Sue- 
ceis.  Here  are  Abundance  of  needy  Courtitrs,  on 
whom  Gold  will  have  a  powerful  Influence.  But 
neither  I  in  Perfon,  nor  any  one  whom  I  mail  de- 
pute, can  make  fuch  Tenders,  unlefs  there  were 
here  fome  known  publick  Ambc.jjador  form  the 
Grand  Seigrier,  to  countenance  the  Bufinefs.  For 
otherwise  it  \vill  prefenfrly  be  whifpered,  that  fome 
private  dgevt  lurks  here  incognito.  They  will  ftart  a 
Thouianc,  Chimeras  tfJct.Lufy.  and  fo  1  may  run  the 
I iazard  of  a  fecond  Imprifoninent,  wheu  the  Car- 
dinal 
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dinal  (hall  call  to  Mind  the  Occafion  of  myfirji.  All 
that  I  can  then  fay  of  my  being  a  Moldavian,  will . 
find  no  Credit  ;  and  'twill  be  no  lefs  than  a  Miracle, 
if  they  do  not  expofe  me  to  a  Scrutiny  for  the  Mark 
of  Cin-umcijion,  which  if  it  be  found,  all  is  betray 'd 
andruin'd. 

1  do  not  value  the  Punifhmcnts  they  will  inflift  oa 
me,  nor  the  Lois  of  my  Life  :  But  I  dread  the  more 
important  Confequences  of  fuch  a  Difcovery  ;  the 
unmaiking  the  Secrets  of  the  Grand  Seignior  to  Infi- 
dels. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  Reafons  I  have  to  offer  in  be- 
half of  an  honourable  Embafly.  As  to  the  Perfon 
whom  thou  fhalt  think  fit  to  employ  in  fo  glorious 
a  Truft,  I  will  not  prefume  to  add  any  Thing  to 
what  I  have  faid  already,  that  he  be  a  Man  of  Ex- 
perience in  the  French  Affairs,  well  vers'd  in  the 
Knowledge  of  Cbrijlian  Policy,  the  different  Inte- 
refts  of  the  Courts  of  Europe,  and  one  that  exaftly 
knows  what  Advantage  to  make  of  the  new  Pope, 
For  after  long  Debates,  the  Card  nab  have,  at 
laft  elected  one,  who  has  aflum'd  the  Carne  of  Altx- 
ander  VII. 

It  is  hard  to  judge  at  his  firfl  Acceflion  to  that 
Sovereign  Chair,  and  what  Intereft  this  Prelate  will  em- 
brace, whether  that  of  France  or  Spain  ;  Or,  whe- 
ther his  Con  laft  will  be  Neutral,  deporting  him- 
felf  with  an  equcl  Indifference  to  all  the  Nazarcng 
Princes,  whom  he  calls  his  SDKS,  endeavouring  to 
compofe  their  Quarrels,  and  unite  their  Forces  a- 
gainft  the  MuJJulmar.s.  I  teil  thea  no  Body  can 
be  yet  afiured,  what  the  Temper  of  the  Raman  Mufti 
may  prove  :  For  it  is  ufual  for  the  afpiring  Cardi- 
nals to  promife  many  Things,  in  Hopes  of  the  Pa- 
pacy \  which  they  never  perform,  when  they  have 
once  obtain'd  the  ttncontroulable  Command.  Diffimu- 
lation  is  rank'd  among  the  principal  Virtues  in  the 
Court  of  Rome:  And  he  that  know  not  how  to 
E  4  difguife 
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difguife  his  Affe&ions,  is  not  thought  worthy  of  any 
important  •?>#/?.  Adonai  the  JFVJ  has  loft  his  Liberty 
in  that  City,  for  being  defe&ive  in  his  Courtly  Ac- 
'  complifhments.  It  feems,  He,  and  fome  others  of  hi« 
Nation,  rail'd  too  paff.onately,  and  openly,  at  the  Ids* 
latry  of  the  Romans.  Yet  I  expeft  daily  to  hear  of 
his  Relief;  for  I  underfiand  by  a  Letter  from  him* 
that  he  was  excepted  out  of  the  Number  of  thofe 
whofe  Condi  mnation  is  irrecoverable. 

I  reproved  him  for  his  Immorality  in  reflecting  on 
the  Ejlallijfyd  Rtli^iofi  of  the  Country  where  he  refides. 
But  this  Kind  of  Arrogance  is  the  peculiar  Vice  of  the 
ftilnixs.  They  defpife  all  otherPeop  le  in  the  World  : 
Whereas  thou  knov/ft,  the  impartial  GOD  refpeds 
not  one  Nation  more  than  another  ;  for  they  are  all 
equally  the  Works  of  his  Hands.  And  for  aught  we 
know,  he  tolerates  the  Variety  of  Religions  that  are 
extant  in  the  World  ;  with  the  fame  Indifference  as 
he  difpenfes  his  common  Bleffings  to  fuch  an  infinite 
Number  of  Men  of  diverfe  Faces. 

The  Multiplicity  in  the  Univerfe  exalts  the  Divine 
Unity,  which  is  the  Root  of  All.  And  if  there  be 
Ten  1  houfand  Myriads  of  Worlds,  they  all  fprang 
from  one  Caufe,  and  there  they  end.  For  he  is  the 
Firft  and  the  Laft  of  every  Thing. 

Paris,  zd  of  the  yth  Moon, 
cftbe  Tear  1655. 
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20  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew,  at  Vienna. 

TH  E  Egyptian  have  a  Proverb,    That  he  who 
thinks  and  fpeaks  of  God,  only  when  he  is  me- 
lancholy, facriikes  to  the  Planet  Fbarovis  or  Saturn, 

and 
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and  not  to  the  rnoft  high  and  exalted  King  of  All 
Things,  who  is  the  Fountain  of  Joy  to  Men  and  An. 
gels. 

I  counfe!  thee  not  to  lift  thyfelf  in  the  Number  of 
thofe  who  adore  the  Stars,  by  cheri'.hing  fad  Ideas  of 
the  ever  Indulgent  and  Merciful  Divinity  •  nor, 
think  thyfelf  the  lefs  liable  to  their  Ceniure,  be- 
caufe  it  proceeds  from  a  Nation  which  was  once' 
at  Enmity  with  the  Sons  of  'Jacob.  Defpife  not  ihe 
Wifdom  of  that  People,  from  whom  even  Mofis  your 
Law-giver,  learn'd  all  his,  and  from  whom  all  Na- 
tions borrowed  Improvements,  of  Learning,  if  they 
are  not  indebted  to  them  for  its  firft  Rudiments. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  thou  wilt  perceive,  that  I 
confult  rny  Happinefs.  and  would  have  thee  chafe 
away  vain  Fears  and  fuperftitious  Thoughts,  the 
mere  Product  of  an  ill-temper'd  Spleen,  which  is 
the  peculiar  Malady  of  thy  Nation.  Let  thy  Heart 
be  always  chesr^ul ;  for  GOD  loves  every  Thing 
that  he  has  made  :  The  Univerfe  overflows  with  his 
Bounty.  Be  not  too  Religious,  nor  ftrain  the  Fa- 
culties he  has  given  thee  for  thy  Support,  and  not 
for  thy  Bane. 

I  had  rather  hear  from  thee  Matter  of  News,  than 
thefe  ciifmai  Scruples  about  thy  Soul.  If  thou  art  not 
willing  to  embrace  the  Mujfulman  Faith,  in  GOD's 
Name,  continue  to  ebferve  the  Law  of  Mofes,  and 
protecute  thy  Affairs  with  Alacrity. 

Thoa  haft  been  very  flack  of  late  in  fending  me 
Advice  of  what  pafies  at  Vienna,  and  other  Parts  of 
Germany.  We  have  flying  Reports  here  of  the  Death 
of  Eleanor  tke  Etnpnfs  ;  and  that  on  the  fame  Day 
whereon  Ihe  died,  LecpoL'us,  Ignatius  Jofcpbus,  the 
Emperors  Son,  was  elecled  King  of  the  Romans.  I 
know  not  now  to  write  to  the  Minifies  cf  the  Porte, 
till  thou  haft  afcertain'd  me  of  thefe  Things.  For 
GOD's  Sake  be  fp^edy  in  thy  Difpatches,  and  inform 
me  what  is  done  at  the  Diet  of  FramkforJ.  Roufe 
E  5  up 
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up  myfelf,  and  banifti  fnperfluous  Care.  Remember, 
That  as  there  is  but  One  God,  fo  there  is  but  One  Law, 
but  OneThing  necefiary  to  Men,  that  is,  To  live  accord- 
ing to  Reefon.  This  n  engraven  in  every  Man's  Heart, 
and  there  needs  no  Comment  to  explain  it.  Thou  art  a 
fufficient  Law-giver ',  Rabbi,  Doflor,  and  In  erpreter  to 
thyfclf.  Let  not  others  amufe  thee  with  Fables. 

I  will  now  acquaint  thee  with  fomething  of  Certain- 
ty. The  French  have  gun'd&nr<&/m,  a  ftrong  Town 
in  "Flanders.  It  wasfurrender'd  to  them  on  the  22d  of 
this  Moon ;  and  the  next  Day  all  the  Garrifon  march'd 
out,  confifting  of  1500  Men,  befides  300  Wounded. 

The  King  is  gone  upon  this  good  News,  to  view, 
and  take  C  are  of  his  new  Conqueft.  For  this  is  not 
the  only  Town  the  Spaniards  have  loft  :  They  talk 
of  Maubcuge,  Bovines,  and  Conde  ;  all  which,  accord- 
ing to  frefh  Report,  are  in  the  Hands  of  the  French. 
This  young  Monarch  is  ftrangely  Fortunate. 

If  thou  canft  inform  me  of  fuch  fucccfsful  Cam- 
paigns among  the  People  of  the  North,  fail  not  to  do 
it  in  Seafon  ;  for  we  are  not  plac'd  in  thefe  Stations  to 
whittle  to  Sheep. 

Paris,  2Qth  of  the  yth  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1655. 


LETTER    XIII. 

tTo  Muftapha  Lulu  Beamtulla,  a  Man 
oftbf  Law. 

f  Would  willingly  be  idmitted  into  ?arad:fe,  as 
]g_  well  as  other  Mvjjulmans.  Neither  would  J  think, 
{peak,  or  do  any  Thing,  which  might  p;cjadice  my 
Title,  and  baulk  my  Pretenfions  to  e.ernal  Happi- 
nefs.  This  Dtfue  is  natural  to  all  Men  ;  and  when 
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I  profefs,  thou  may'tf  believe  me  without  an  Oath. 
Yet  methinks,  1  would  not  be  hoochvink'd  to  Hea*vent 
but  would  fain  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  my  Senfe  and 
Reafon,  in  my  Advances  to  that  Region  of  Elifs. 

1  believe  the  Alcwn  is  the  O  uclc  of  GOD ;  and  'tis 
fo  firmly  imprinted  in  my  Memory,  that  I  could  re- 
peat it  wr!;f.tiK  from  the'  Bfginnig  to  the  End,  with- 
out miffing  a  V<rjiclc.  I  gne  an  entire  Credence  to 
the  Doctrine  of  the  Refurredtion  ;  being  naturally  de- 
firous  of  Immortality  :  But  I  cannot  entertain  the 
profs  Conceit,  which  the  grea*eft  Part  of  Muflnbnans 
have  of  the  "Rtjurrcfiion ;  that  is,  Thar  our  very  Dujt 
fhall  be  raib'd  again,  and  organized  into  a  B-.dy.  The 
NfJZfrnf.es  are  of  the  fame  Opinion.  But,  methinks, 
there's  no  Need  of  ftretchmg,  and  draining  of  Nature. 
Befides,  this  Opinion  is  inconfiftent  with  other  funda- 
mental Dofirtnc:  of  the  Mufttltfiatt  La<w. 

We  are  all  taught  to  believe,  that  the  Souls  of  the  Jufl 
Men,  Saints,  and  Martyrs,  immediately  on  their  De- 
parture from  the  Body,  afcend  to  Paradife,  If  fo, 
then  they  either  live  there  in  an  unbodied  Eftate,  or 
they  have  new  Bodies  «aflign'd  them  by  the  fame  Pro- 
vince which  gave  them  their  Old.  Be  it  which  Way 
it  pleafes  God,  it  will  appear  a  manifeft  Botch  in  the 
Works  of  the  Omnipotent,  and  Indecorum  in  Nature,  to 
make  tkefeSW/  either  caft  off  their  New  Bodies  tt  the 
Dayofjudvant,  for  the  Sake  of  their  old  Rotten  Re- 
licks,  after  they  have  enjoyed  ail  the  ravifhirtg  Delights 
of  Eden  for  fo  many  Ages  ;  or  to  ftand  in  Need  of  any 
Bodies  at  all,  after  they  have  liv'd  fo  long  in  a  fepa.- 
rate  Condition.  There's  no  Senfe  in  it.  Doubtlefs,  this 
Opinion  was  firft  haich'd  by  thofe  who  believ'd  the 
Sleep  of  the  Soul,  and  held  that  it  was  infeparable 
from  the  Body.  For  then  they  had  no  other  Way  to 
comfort  themfelves  with  any  probable  Hopes  of  ay«r- 
*vi<virg  Immortality,  but  by  maintaining,  That  as  the 
Soul  flept  with  the  Body  in  the  Grave,  fo  both  Soul 
and  Body  ihouid  conjointly  rife  again  at  the  Day  of 
Pom.  E  6  Or 
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Or  perhaps  this  Figure  of  our  Rrfurrefiiqn  was  in- 
culcated to  infmuate  the  Faith  of  an  immortal  State, 
into  the  duller  Minds  of  thofe,  who  were  incapable  of 
corrprebending  either  the  Pre-exiftmce  of  Souls,  their 
Self-Subjtftence  after  Death,  or  their  Travjlation  into 
Other  Bodits. 

It  feems  to  me  much  more  eafy  to  believe,  accord- 
ing to  the  mod  obvious  Works  of  Nature,  that  after 
our  DiJ/blution  here,  we  fhall  either  alTume  fome  B(,dy 
of  Air,  Fire,  or  other  Ehmental  Supplement,  or  by 
Magnetic  Trttnfmigration  fhail  be  united  to  fome 
Vegetable,  Qr  Animal  Embryo,  than  to  ci ream  of  recol- 
lecting all  our  fcatter'd  Ajhes  together,  after  fo  many 
Thoufands  of  Years,  wherein  they  have  been  dif- 
pers'd,  perhaps,  through  all  the  Ranges  ofthe  Uniiierfe. 

Surely,  our  Holy  Lf*w-gi*ver, .and  all  theother/Vo- 
phets,  intended  no  other  Tjjjng  by  the  Doftrine  of 
the  Refurreflicn,  but  only  »o  convince  the  World, 
that  the  Scul  was  Immortal,  and  that  confequently, 
there  would  be  a  Reward  of  Good  and  Bad  Works, 
after  this  Life.  We  fhall  live  for  ever,  old  Law- 
yer :  And  what  fignifies  it,  whether  we  have  the 
the  fame  Bodies,  or  others,  fo  long  as  we  are  happy  in 
any  State  ?  And  if  we -are  metamorphos'd,  we  can- 
not fail  of  our  fpecifck  Felicity,  fmce  every  Crea- 
ture is  happy  in  his  own  Ejjince.  Then  let  us  be 
Apes,  Dromedaries,  Camels,  or  any  Thing  but  Hogs, 
and  we  (hall  have  Blifs  enough.  That  Creature  is 
the  very  Emblem  of  Uncleannefs,  and  therefore  its 
Life  cannot  be  the  Object  of  a  MuJTulmMs  Wifh. 
Yet  we  know  not  the  Laws  of  our  Change  or  Tranf- 
mi^ration  from  this  mortal  Life :  For  tr.e  Soul,  atr 
cording  to  Pythagoras  and  the  Ancients,  is  capable  of 
.ail  Forms. 

If  thou  wondereft  what  has  put  me  upon  this  Dif- 
courfe,  it  is  the  Remembrance  of  what  I  have  heard 
thee  relate,  of  the  Apparition  of  Dead  Mtns  Bones,  in 
the  Cemetiy  of  Grand  Caire  in  Egypt,  at  a  certain 

Seajen 
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Seafon  of  the  Year,  when  Multitudes  of  People  by 
Cuftom  flock  thither,  to  behold  this  wonderful  Scene 
of  &jkam  Rcfurredion.  I  can  give  it  no  better  Title, 
iince  in  ail  Probability  'tis  only  the  Effect  of  fome  Ar- 
tifice us'd  by  the  Cbrlftians,  to  procure  Money  from 
the  admiring  Crowd,  and  I'm  confirm'd  in  this  Be- 
lief, by  a  Letter  i  receiv'd  from  Mtbtmtt,  the  ExiTd 
Eunuch,  who  now  refitles  at  Cain  :  and  having  been 
curious  to  abfervc  this  celebrated  Miracle,  among  the 
other  Rarities  of  this  City,  u  nt  me  fuchan  Account  of 
this  Paflage,  a.--  convinces  me  there's  fome  Cheat  in't. 

He  tells  a  great  many  other  Things  of  the  Super^ 
Jiition  and  Ignorance  ol  the  Egyptians  as  to  the  Pyra- 
mids, and  the  fappofed  Spirits  which  guard  'em.  In 
all,  he  laments  the  Condition  of  Mortals,  who  have 
fo  far  degenerated  from  themfelves,  and  fufFer'd  their 
Reajon  to  be  =o  dcbauch'd  with  Fables. 

Sage  Muftapba,  Tnouart  of  the  Race  of  thofe  who 
have  preierv'd  Science  and  Philofophy.  A  Halo  of 
Light  inveitb  thy  Soul .  J  .et  no  dark  Opinion  of  GOD 
and  his  Works  eclipfe  thy 

Paris,   zoth  of  the  8th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1655 
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ffo  Solyman  Kuflir  Aga,  Prince  of  the 
Black  Eunuchs. 

THY  Difpatch  can.e  in  an  happy  Hour:  Yet 
the  Contents  of  ii  iurpriz'd  me  '  I  is  a  ftrange 
Turn  of  Fortune,  that  me  I>:.j,:.-  of  Aleppo,  after  fo 
many  Rebellions,  ihould  become  the  .^ «//«»'£  Fa- 
vourite, and  be  inverted  in  the  highejt  Dignity  of 
the  Empire.  Yet,  who  knows,  but  this  may  be  the 

only 
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only  effectual  Courfe  to  reclaim  him,  and  of  an  Ene- 
my t«  render  him  a  Friend  :  For,  Ambition  is  a  Vice 
fo  nearly  bordering  on  Virtue,  fo  refin'd  and  fubtle  in 
Complexion,  that  when  the  Paffion  which  cherifhes  it, 
is  once  gratified  with  us  proper  Objeft  ic  foon  be- 
comes a  Virtue  itfelf,  and  transforms  a  Libettine  to  a 
Hadgi,  ranking  a  Man  To  day  among  the  moft  de- 
ferving  Heroes,  who  but  Ycfterda) was  in  the  Num- 
ber of  the  Seditious. 

Therefore  I  cannot  but  highly  applaud  the  Coun- 
fel  of  thofe,  who  perfuaded  the  Gra«d  Seignior  to 
this  uncommon  Choice  of  the  Vizir  Azcm.  The 
whole  Empire  has  languilhM  for  Want  of  a  Man  of 
Abilities  in  thzt/uprtme  St;:ti>,n,  ever  fince  the  Seal 
was  taken  from  the  moft  liluftnous  Cbattfaein  Baflat 
through  the  Malice  of  his  Enemies  And  in  this 
Juncture,  they  could  not  have  pitched  on  a  Man 
more  capable  of  the  Charge,  that  this  bold  Bcffa  ; 
who,  befides  bis  Experience  in  the  Wars,  both  by 
Sea  and  Land,  is  looked  on  as  the  i>outeft  Man  in 
this  Age.  As  for  his  former  Crimes,  they  proceeded 
only  from  his  Difcontent  and  Thirft  of  Glory,  which 
is  now  fufficiently  allay'd  by  the  Bounty  of  our  Sove- 
reign. The  Giufe  therefore  of  his  Extravagances  be- 
ing thus  feafonably  remov'd,  the  Ejfttt  vviU  naturally 
ceafe. 

But  fufFer  joe  to  a&  thee  :  Do  they  not  refent,  at 
the  Seraglio,  his  Approaches  to  that  Sanftuary  of 
Mortals,  with  fuch  a  formidable  Retinue.  Thou 
telleii  «oe,  he  is  attended  by  Forty  I  houfand  Men, 
an  Equipage  fit  for  a  Sovereign  Monarch.  Perhaps  'tis 
only  the  Effect  of  his  Martial  Genius,  and  tkat  he  is 
willing  to  appear  like  a  Soldier  :  Or  it  may  be.  he 
really  ir.ipecled  Danger,  and  that  he  was  defign'd  for 
a  Sacrifice,  which  made  him  come  thus  guarded  to 
the  Feet  of  his  Maftir  ;  that  his  Sen  might  revenge 
his  Death,  by  fonie  defperate  Attempt  on  Conjlanti- 
neple.  Be  it  how  it  pleafes  GOD,  it  foems,  the  $*//«» 

wink'd 
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wink'd  at  all,  and  received  him  with  fuch  Marks  of 
his  Efteem  and  Affeftion,  as  are  feldom  vouchfafed  to 
Subjefis.  I  hope  the  Event  will  anfwer  his  Expe&a- 
tion.  Thefe  new  Methods  of  Clemency  may  prove 
more  fuccefiful,  than  the  fevere  Conduct  of  former 
Times.  Men  of'  great  Souls  are  iooner  fubdu'd  by 
Favour,  than  Force  and  Cruelty 

I  am  extremely  obb'g'd  to  theefor  thy  Inftruftions, 
which  J  fhall  exactly  obferve  in  writing  to  this  Su- 
preme Miwjler.  Thou  haft  match'd  my  own  Thoughts 
in  this  Advice  :  For  knowing  that  Bo/fa*  Temper, 
it  will  be  Policy,  as  well  as  Juftice,  frankly  to  own 
what  I  have  write  againft  him,  and  not  ituffmy  Letter 
will  abject,  fawning  Submiflions,  or  fneaking  Ex- 
cufes  ;  h«'s  brave  himfelf,  and  will  be  pleas'd  to  fee 
a  Man  refolute  in  his  Duty. 

However,  let  the  Confequence  be  what  it  will,  I 
muft  follow  the  Meafures  of  my  own  Integrity. 
There  is  fomething  fo  fatisfaftory  in  Truth,  and  an 
honeft  blunt  Carraige,  as  far  furpafles  the  little  faint 
Pleafures  of  Artifice  and  Diflimu!auon.  And  I  mould 
be  weary  of  my  life,  were  I  forc'd  to  preferve  it 
by  fuch  effeminate  Tricks.  Yet,  J  mutt  confefs,  'tis 
a  valt  Encouragement  to  find  thy  Sentiments  the 
fame.  What  is  this  World,  that  we  mould  be  fo 
fond  of  it  ?  Or,  What  is  this  Life  of  Mortals,  that 
we  need  be  fo  over-itudious  of  prolonging  the  Refpi- 
ration  of  that  Breath,  which  may  with  as  much 
Eafe  be  all  breath'd  yut  at  once,  as  by  fo  many  fuc- 
ceffive  Millions  of  Moments  ;  for  Death  properly 
pofiefle:  but  an  'nilant  of  <.  ime  ;  no  more  does  Life. 
Every  Gafp  renews  the  One.  and  the  laft  commences 
and  finiihes  the  other.  As  to  Pleafure  and  Pain, 
we  generally  have  an  equal  Share  of  'em.  And  it 
appears  to  me  an  equal,  if  not  a  greater  Happinefs, 
at  once  to  be  fretd  for  ever  from  the  latter,  than  by 
fuch  an  irkfome  Compofition  to  protracl;  the  Enjoy- 
ment of  the  former. 

Brave 
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Brave  Solyman,  When  I  contemplate  thy  Virtue, 
it  infpires  me  with  Courage  againft  the  vaft  .Mifts  of 
Fear,  which  the  Magick  of  Opinion  has  rtis'd  before 
the  Eye-  of  Mortals.  I  embrace  thee  with  an  extend- 
ed Soul,  and  wifh  thee  the  two  Extremes  of  Happi- 
nefs,  Plentitude  of  Joys  in  this  Life,  and  an  immortal 
Series  of  Felicity  in  Paradtfe.  Live  for  ever,  thon 
generous  Son  of  Cham. 

Paris,  ad  of  the  gth  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1655. 

LETTER    IX. 

?o  the  moft  Ittuftrious  Vizir  Azem,  at  the 
Port. 

BY  the  Scu/s  of  all  my  Progenitors,  I  was  glad 
to  hear  the  News  of  thy  Advance  to  this  glo- 
rious Hcigbth  of  Ptnuir  :  Yet  when  thou  wert  Baffa 
of  Aleppo,  and  held  Correfpondene  with  the  Vene* 
tians,  1  accus'd  thee  to  the  Divert,  doing  thereby  no 
finall  Service  to  the  Ottoman  Empire  :  For  which, 
thou  haft  naw  Reafon,  in  Honour,  to  reward  me  ; 
knowing  that  I  prevented  a  great  oral  of  Confufion 
and  Blood.  It  will  not  become  the  Firft  Minifter,  to 
cherifh  private  Revenge,  or  harbour  ill  Thoughts  of 
a  Faithful  Slave.  In  difcovering  thy  Intrigues  at 
that  Time,  I  did  but  perform  my  Duty  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  thy  Lord  and  mine.  Nay,  for  aught  thou 
knoweft,  I  was  happily  inftrumental  in  faving  thy 
Life,  which  might  have  been  loft  in  the  Purfuit  of 
thofe  hazardous  Projedts  thou  wert  then  engag'd 
in.  Be  it  how  it  will,  thou  art  now  living,  and  in- 
ftall'd  in  the  moft  illuftrious  Charge  of  the  Empire. 
And  without  Flattery  I  fpeak  it,  a  braver  Man  could 

not 
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hot  have  afcended  to  that  Dignity.  May  GOD  long 
continue  thee  in  it,  to  the  Joy  add  Advantage  of  all 
the  Mvffulmans. 

All  the  World  extol  thy  Valour  and  Boldnefs ;  ef- 
pecially  the  Nazarenes,  among  whom  the  Baffa  of 
Aleppo  is  famous.  They  alio  highly  commend  thy 
Juftiee.  And  thou  wilt  find  in  the  Register,  that 
when  I  acquainted  my  Superiors  of  thy  Revolt,  I 
was  not  envious  in  concealing  thy  Virtue. 

Therefore  I  beg  of  thee  not  to  be  partial  in  thy 
Refentment  ;  but  confider  Mahmut  as  a  faithful 
Slave,  who  will  never  tranfgrefs  the  Commands  of 
the  Myftericus  Bench,  nor  fufter  any  finiiler  Motives 
to  biafs  him*  though  'twere  in  Favour  of  his  own 
Brother.  For,  this  is  the  fevere  Conduct  that  is  ex- 
peeled  of  me  by  my  Superiors>  and  which  thou  thy 
felf  wilt  require  at  my  Hands. 

But,  I  believe,  thou  ncedeft  not  thefe  Addrefles  to 
move  thee  to  Genero&y.  Thy  own  native  Jurtice 
will  fuggeft  to  thee,  that  I  rather  merit  a  Reward 
than  a  Punilhmcnt  fordoing  my  Duty,  though  'twere 
in  accufing  thyfelf. 

Confider  therefore  in  thy  Goodnefs,  and  my 
own  Innocence,  I  fhall  not  defpair  of  that  Protec- 
tion and  Favour  from  thee,  which  all  thy  Prtdeccf- 
fors  have  afforded  me.  fince  my  Arrival  at  this  Place. 
Nay,  I  think  thy  Friendship  and  Eileem  is  rather 
due  to  me,  than  a  Thoufand  Sycophants  and  Flat- 
terers. 

I  will  in  this  Confidence  write  freely  to  thee,  as  I 
have  been  commanded  ;  and  vent  my  "Thoughts  with- 
out a  timorous  Referve :  For  thou  art  tbe  Jujl  Judge 
of  the  Judges  among  th«  Faithful, 

There  is  no  doubt,  but  that  thou  haft  heard  of  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain,  a  famous  Warrior  in  thefe  We- 
ft ern  Parts,  but  now  a  Prifoner  ef  State  in  Spain.  I 
fent  Intelligence  laft  Year  to  Mitflapha  Berber  Aga, 
of  the  Grounds  and  Circuniitances  of  this  Prince* 

Con- 
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Confinement,  whereof  thou  can'ft  not  be  ignorant. 
For  all  my  Difpatches  are  made  publick  to  the  Mini- 
Jlers  of  the  Blejjfed Porte. 

The  Brother  of  that  Duke  immediately  fucceeded 
him,  by  the  King  of  Spain*  Orders,  in  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Army  in  Flanders  ;  they  call  him  Duke 
Francis.  Every  Body  thought  that  he  had  confented 
to  the  Jmprifonraent  of  his  Brother,  as  being  dif- 

fuftedathislncontinency,  Avarice,  and  other  Vices. 
t  was  foppos'd  alfo,  That  his  own  Ambition,  and 
Thirit  for  Honour,  had  corrupted  the  Fidelity  and 
Love  he  ow'd  to  the  Son  of  his  Mother ;  as  know- 
ing that  by  his  Fall,  he  himfelf  mould  rife  to  the  Dig- 
nity of  General,  which  his  Brother  enjoy 'd  during 
his  Liberty. 

But  now  'tis  evident  that  this  Duke  Francis  did 
all  along  diflembie  his  Refcntments  of  his  Brother's 
Calamity.  For  he  is  lately  Revolted  from  the  King 
of  Spain,  and  come  over  to  the  French,  wich  Five 
Thoufand  Horfe  and  Foot.  He  has  openly  declar'd, 
That  he  will  never  give  Reft  to  his  Sword,  till  he 
has  either  procur'd  his  Brother's  Releafe,  or  deeply 
revenge  the  Injuries  have  been  done  him.  He  was 
receiv'd  by  the  French  King  with  all  imaginable  En- 
dearments and  CarefTes.  The  whole  Court  are  emu- 
lous in  ftriving  to  excel  one  another  in  the  Demon- 
ftrations  of  their  Civility  and  Refpect  to  this  Prince ; 
and  they  have  cull'd  out  the  belt  Quarters  for  his 
Soldiers.  This  Nation  is  alway  hofpuable  to  Stran- 
gers ;  more  efpecially  to  fuch  as  court  their  Friend- 
fhip  after  this  extraordinary  Way,  who  enter  into 
their  Jnterefts,  and  engage  in  their  Quarrels.  Yet 
neicher  France,  nor  all  the  Kingdoms  in  Europe  to- 
gether, can  match  the  Bounty  of  the  Munificent  Porte, 
which  pardons  and  receives,  with  open  Embraces,  her 
moft  implacable  Enemies,  on  their  SubmilBons  and 
Repentance. 

Cent' 
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-  Commander  of  the  Mujjitlman  Grandees,  Thou  art 
but  a  Man.  and  hail  not'exceeded  that  Character  in 
the  worft  of  thy  Errors  Now  thou  art  aflum'd  to  a 
Charge  which  requires  the  Fidelity  and  Prudence 
of  an  Angel.  If  thou  ihalr  reform  che  State,  and  re- 
ftore  the  Muffulman  Affairs  to  their  true  Luitre,  we 
fhall  have  Reafon  to  contemplate  thy  Life,  in  fome 
Meafure,  as  a  Parallel  to  that  of  Craffus,  who  wa> 
pardon'd  three  Tr&tfttnt  by  Ctefar,  and  afterwards  be- 
came the  moft  loyal  and  lerviceable  Man  in  tke  Ro- 
man Empire, 

Paris,  ad  of  the  gth  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1655. 


LETTER    XL 

$o  Mehemct,  an  exil'd  Eunuch,  at  Caire 
in  Kgypt. 

THOU  telleft  me  wonderful  Things  of  Egypt, 
fuch  as  almoft  furpais  Credit.  And  I  perceive, 
thou  thyfelf  doit  net  believ*  the  Story  of  the  annual 
Refurrectton  of  Bones,  which  is  ib  much  talk'd  of  by 
Travellers.  My  Coufm  Ifouf  ridicul'd  it  with  fmart 
Reaion,  and  was  almoft  in  Danger  of  his  Life  among 
the  bigotted  Moors  and  Coptitei. 

Bat  I  could  hardly  imagine,  there  had  ftill  re- 
main'd  in  that  Region  (which  has  undergone  fo  many 
Revolutions  of  (Jovernment)  any  Footlteps  of  the 
Primitive  Egyptians.  Yet,  it  feems,  the  Priefts  of 
thofe  early  Ages,  were  particularly  careful  to  tranf- 
mit  to  Pofterity,  an  exa<El  Hijtory  of  their  Kings, 
with  Memoirs  of  their  A&ions  ;  the  Building  of 'the 
Pyramids  ;  the  Place  of  the  Statues  ;  the  Magical 
Mirreur  ;  the  City  of  the  Black  Eagle  ;  the  Cajile  of 
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Daemons  feated  on  the  Broiv  of  the  Mountain  of  the 
Moon,  the  Palace  ef  Adamant,  with  innumerable 
Other  Rarities. 

I  tell  thee,  my  dear  Me  hi  met,  I  know  not  how  to 
believe  all  thefe  Romantick  Stories  It  cramps  my 
Reafon  to  hear  ©f  a  Brazen  Tree,  with  Iron  Branches, 
and  Vcrfatile  Hooks,  to  catch  Liars  and  Cheats,  and 
there  detain  'em  till  they  mould  do  Right  to  thofe 
whom  they  huve  injur'd.  Altogether  a?  improbable  is 
the  Story  of  Gabdafaraus,  the  Statue  let  up  by  King 
Gariac. 

Who  can  read  of  that  Monarch's  being  carried  in 
the  Air  by  Eagles,  but  may  as  well  believe  the  Reman* 
tick  Voyage  of  Domingo  Gonfales  to  the  Moon.  If 
thou  knoweft  not  that  Story,  I'll  tell  thee  in  ftiort, 
That  this  was  a  certain  Spaniard,  who  in  a  Paffage  to 
the  Indies,  being  by  Shipwreck  cafl:  on  more  on  the 
I/land  of  St.  Helena,  with  a*  Negro,  his  Slave t  they 
were  put  to  tkeir  Shifts  fo  far  as  to  divide  that  unpeo- 
pled and  defolate  Ifmnd  between  'cm,  out  of  pure 
Neceflhy,  that  they  might  both  find  Provifion  enough 
to  keep  'em  from  ftarving  (for  it  feems,  there  was  great 
Scarcity  of  every  Thing  that  ferv'd  the  Ufes  of  Life.) 

In  this  Condition,  Nectffity,  the  Mother  of  Cunning 
Devices,  taught  them  to  hold  Correfpondence  with 
one  another,  though  living  at  oppofite  Angles  of  the 
JJJe,  by  the  Help  of  certain  wild  S<u>ans,  which  they 
took  out  of  die  Nefts  very  young,  and  brought  "em 
up,  as  they  do  Pigeons  at  Babylon  and  Aleppo,  to  be 
Letter-  Carriers, 

Afterwards,  as  the  Story  goes,  Domingo  trying  fe- 
vetal  Experiment  on  his  Birds,  and  finding  all  fuc- 
cefiful  ;  at  laft  having  got  four  and  twenty  of  them 
together,  and  having  brought  'em  up  to  his  Lure,  he 
ventur'd  his  Carcafe  with  'em  in  the  Air,  fattening 
them  together  with  Ropes  and  other  Materials. 
But  the  extravagant  Animals  one  Day  took  Wing, 
and  carry 'd  their  Mailer  to  the  Mi/on;  where  he 

refided 
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refided  a  confidcrable  Time ;  faw  and  convers'd  with 
divers  Inhabitants  of  that  neighbouring  Globe,  vifued 
the  Courts  of  feveral  Lunar  Princes,  and  was  kindly 
receiv'd  by  'em  all;  even  at  the  Seraglio  of  the  Chief 
Emperor,  or  Grand  Signior  himfelf.  And  having 
been  preferred  with  three  Stones  ofmatchlefs  Virtue, 
and  other  rich  Gifts,  he  had  his  Audience  of  Conge, 
and  came  down  to  the  Earth  again,  where  he  pub- 
lifh'd  a  Journal  of  his  Travels,  out  of  which  I  have 
extracted  this  fhort  Epitome ;  not  thinking  it  worth 
the  while  to  trouble  thee  with  the  entire  Relation  of 
his  ingenious  Whimfies. 

Doubtlefs,  there  is  nothing  fo  cafy,  as  to  invent 
new  and  unheard  of  Fables,  to  amufe  the  credulous 
World,  and  captivate  their  Underftandings.  And 
I  have  told  thee  this,  as  a  Parallel  to  thofe  monftrous 
Figments  of  Egypt :  Such  as  that  of  King  Gavcam's 
being  carried  in  a  Pavilion  on  the  Shoulders  of 
Spirits :  His  magical  Tables,  and  the  reft  of  his  glo- 
rious Whim- Whams.  And  that  of  the  Qaeen  Bor/a, 
who  fate  on  a  Fiery  Throne,  and  liv'd  in  an  En- 
chanted Cajlk,  whofe  Walls  were  full  ©f  Pipes,  which 
convey 'd  to  her  the  Address  of  all  Sorts  of  Plaintiffs, 
and  her  Decree  and  Decifion  of  Controverfies  back 
again  to  them.  Such  another  is  that  of  Bardefers 
Silver  Tower,  and  his  fitting  before  his  People  in  the 
Clouds  of  Hea-ven:  And  Bedoura't  fending  an  Angel 
who  made  fuch  a  horrible  Roaring,  that  it  caufed  an 

Earthquake. 

Who  can  without  laughing  read  the  Story  of  the 
Idol  of  the  Tfft,  which  ditUnguifh'd  bet-.veen  Harlets 
and  Virgins  by  the  Touch  of  their  Hand  ?  Or  of  the 
Spi'its  which  guard  the  Pyramids,  one  like  a  naked 
Woman,  walking  about  in  the  open  Air  at  Noon, 
and  making  Men  run  mad  for  Love  of  her  ?  Ano- 
ther in  the  Form  of  an  oid  Man,  wi.h  a  Bafket  on 
his  Head,  and  a  Cenfer  in  his  Hand  ?  A  third,  of  a 
black  Woman,  with  a  monftrous  Child  in  her  Arms  ? 

There 
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There  is  no  End  of  fuch  Fables.  Neither  can  any 
Mau  of  Reafon,  ftoop  to  fo  much  Eafiuefs  as  to  re- 
gard 'em.  And  it  is  a  Pleafure  to  me,  when  I  con- 
fider"  thee  as  a  Man  actually  Satyrical  upon  Opinions 
and  Traditions  repugnant  to  Senfe. 

Mekemet,  Whilft  thou  art  in  Egypt,  remember  that 
thou  wert  born  in  Arabia,  where  Science  has  flourifli'd 
for  thefe  Thoufand  Years. 

Paris,  2  8th  of  the  9th  Moont 
of  the  Tear  1655. 


I 


LETTER    XII. 

ZrfOrnefan  Muftapha,  BafTa  tf  the  Sea. 

Will  not  pretend  to  Divination,  nor  flatter  thee 
with  Prefages  of  better  Fortune  againft  the  Vene- 
tians, during  thy  Command  of  the  Na<vy,  than  thy 
Preceffors  have  had  ;  yet  I  believe  thou  hatt  more 
Honefty  and  Valour  than  fome  of  them.  And  I  con- 
gratulate thy  Rile  to  this  Dignity. 

If  my  Intelligence  be  true,  a  more  glorious  Fleet 
has  not  fail'd  out  of  the  Ottoman  Harbours,  than  ap- 
pears now  at  Sea,  under  thy  Command.  May  thy 
Succefs  anfwer  the  Expectation  of  the  Mujjitlmans. 
But  I  teli  thee,  thou  bait  need  to  look  about  thee  ; 
for  thou  wilt  encounter  a  valiant  and  fubtle  Enemy. 

Thefe  Venetians  are  not  like  the  reft  of  the  Naza- 
renes,  fnperftitioufly  devoted  to  the  Sentiments  of 
their  Prirjls.  That  kind  of  Bigottry  chains  up  Mens 
Spirirs,  and  renders  them  effeminate  :  It  blinds  'em 
and  robs  'em  of  their  Senfe  and  native  Vigour.  But 
thefe  are  bold,  refolute  People,  fearing  neither  Man 
nor  the  Devil.  They  are  alfo  w«ll  vers'd  in  Strata- 

rms,  being  as  cunning  as  Serpents.     In  fine,  Venice 
a  CemxwiFwiahh  made  up  of  Soldiers  and  Statef- 

eca: 
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men :  And  thou  can'ft  not  expeft,  that  the  Sea  makes 
'em  degenerate.  Therefore  look  for  hot  Entertain- 
ment whenever  thou  engageft  thofe  Aboriginal  Tar- 
fawlins.  I  fpeak  not  this  to  difcourage  thee,  but  to 
arm  thee,  with  due  Caution.  Thou  knoweft  the  fame 
GOD  who  made  them,  made  thee,  and  all  the  Men 
in  thy  Fleet.  Thou  haft  alfo  the  Happinefs  to  ferve 
the  moft  victorious  Empire  in  the  World.  Fear  No- 
thing therefore :  But  when  thou  loofeit  from  the  Hel- 
lefpont,  with  the  Invincible  Fleet t  adorn 'd  with  Enjtgns 
of  high  Renown,  the  profperous  Streamers  of  Mabo- 
met ;  when  thon  heareft  the  All-  chearing  Clarions  and 
Timbrels^  breathing  the  lofty  Menaces,  the  vital  Airs 
of  War  j  then  let  thy  noble  Heart  flourifh  with  brave 
Thoughts,  tnd  briflc  Refolutions.  Yet  let  not  a  falfe 
Affurance  of  Victory  make  thee  rafti,  and  bereave 
thee  of  that  Conduct,  which  is  as  neceffary  a  Qualifi- 
cation in  3  General  as  Courage.  Confieler  that  the 
Fortune  of  Battles  is  uncertain  :  Therefore  do  all 
Things  with  great  Precaution.  Truft  not  to  the 
Force  of  thy  Commffion,  in  that  thou  fighteft  for  the 
La*w  and  Honour  of  thy  Prophet.  But  remember  the 
Proverb  of  the  Ancients,  which  fays,  The  Dn<vil  often 
(arrtei  the  Standard  of  the  Living  GOD.  There  may 
be  thofe  in  thy  Fleet,  who  are  treacherous,  and  at  the 
Devotion  of  the  Nuzarenes.  For  I  hear,  that  both 
Spabi's  and  janizaries  were  very  unwilling  to  em- 
bark tliemfelves  ;  and  GOD  knows,  how  far  the 
Venetian  Gold  may  work  en  fome  of  their  Officers. 
Though  thtir  Relentments  feem'd  to  be  appeas'd  by 
the  Bounty  of  oar  Glorious  Sovereign,  yet  the  fmal- 
Icft  Occafion  may  renew  tneir  old  Difcontent  again  ; 
and  p.-t  'em  on  more  dangerous  Tumults  a  Sea,  than 
thofe  they  were  guilcy  of  aQiore :  Or  at  leaft, 
they  will  become  more  remils,  and  cold,  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Grand  Seignior, 
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Be  it  how  it  will,  if  the  Naiy  have  not  good  Suc- 
eefs,  the  Blame  of  all  will  be  laid  on  thee.  Pardon 
therefore  the  Freedom  I  take  in  advifing  thee,  fince 
'tis  an  Arguuent  of  my  Affection  and  Concern  for 
thy  Honour  and  Safety.  And  no  Man  can  with  Rea- 
fon  be  offended  at  another  for  warning  him  of 
Dangers.  In  a  Word,  I  wifh  thee  the  good  Fortune 
of  the  En^hjh  ;  who  have  lacely  taken  an  Ifland  in 
the  IVeJl  Indies  from  the  'Spaniards  :  They  call  it  Ja~ 
ttiaica. 

It  feems  the  King  of  Spain  had  poflfefs'd  this  Ijle, 
from  the  Time  of  the  firft  Conqucft  in  America, 
where  his  Subjects  had  committed  horrid  Cruelties  on 
the  Natives ;  for  which  they  are  now  punifti'd  by  that 
new  Commowiuealth,  who  boaft  that  they  are  eftablim- 
ed  by  G  OD  to  reform  or  overturn  all  the  Kingdoms  of 
Europe. 

Thou  haft  heard,  I  fappofe,  of  Oliver,  the  So- 
vereign of  that  Nation.  He  appears  like  another 
Gingix,  Cham,  fetting  up  for  a  Prophet,  and  Founder 
of  a  new  Empire,  He  has  refus'd  the  'Title  of  King, 
tvhich  was  offer'd  him  by  the  Englijb  States,  with 
all  the  Enjlgn  of  Royalty.  But  he  aims  at  a  more 
fublime  Character,  laying  the  Foundation  of  his 
Hopes  in  a  pretended  Mcdefty,  afiuming  only  the 
Stile  of  Protector.  They  fay,  he  talks  of  leading  an 
Army  to  the  Gates  of  Rome,  and  when  he  has  iub- 
dued  the  Pope,  that  he  will  march  or  fail  to  Con- 
Jlantinople,  and  drive  the  Grand  Signior  out  of  his 
Seraglio. 

I  tell  thee,  thefe  are  Things  not  to  be  condemn'd 
or  laugh'd  at.  For  this  Oliver  has  the  Fame  of  a 
Great  and  Invincible  General.  And  I  can  allure 
thee,  all  the  Neighbouring  Kings  and  States  court  his 
Friendfhip.  In  fine,  he  makes  the  moft  formidable 
Figure  at  prefent  of  any  Prince  in  thefe  Wejlern 
Parts. 

If 
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If  it  will  divert  thee  at  Sea,  to  hear  of  the  Tranf- 
a&ions  by  Land,  know,  that  Leopo'dus  Ignatius  Jeff 
fhus,  Son  of  the  German  Empcnr,  is  elccled  King  of 
the  Romans  in  the  Room  of  his  deceafed  Brother. 
There's  alfo  a  Diet  at  Frankfort',  where  they  have  too 
many  Difcords  and  Quarrels  of  their,  own,  to  have 
Leifare  to  plot  any  Mifc.ief  again il  the  Ei/ipin  of 
'frue  Bclii--vers.  Theie  b'fdv.'s,  in  their  publick 
Councils,  are  like  Women  fcolding  away  their  Time 
that  fhould  be  employ 'd  in  Adlion. 

There  arrives-  daily  a  great  deal  of  News  out  of 
Siveden,  Mufcovy,  and  Poland.  One  Pojl  informs  my 
of  a  Plague  raging  at  Mofco-tv,  and  o:her  Cities  of 
that  Northern  It-act :  Another  a'arms  us  with  Intelli- 
gence of  Sieges  and  Plundering  of  Towns,  Difpeo- 
pling  of  Provinces,  and  a  iJeluge  of  Biooi  and 
Slaughter;  For  the  'Sivi  <•/..-•  efpo.-.fmg  the  Quarrel  of 
the  Mitfeowites,  endeavour  to  rna!  e  Uieir  own  Game 
in  Poland  \  many  Princes  a  id  great  Men,  with  their 
Towns,  Villages,  and  VafTaU,  revolcing  daily  frora 
the  unfortunate  Ccifimirt  and  fubmitting  to  the  S-zue- 
dijb  Monarch. 

And  here  in  France,  thofe  that  go  not  to  the  Wars 
make  private  Campaigns  at  Home.  Here's  Nothing 
but  Duelling  and  Murder  among  Men  of  the  S-wortti 
whilft  the  Ecctcjiffticki  are  combating  one  another 
with  their  Pens,  ?.nd  the  Lawyers  with  their  lo»gues. 

In  t*vjitxerland  they're  mad  about  Religion.  At 
Dantzick,  t\vo  Erghswere  feen  combating  in  th<"  Air. 
And,  as  if  all  Nature  were  in  a  ferment,  the  Winds 
have  been  at  Variance  ui  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth, 
which  has  occa^fion'd  frequent  Earthquakes  in  the  Fart 
of  Germany.  The  King  of  Poland1  &  Brotaer  is  dea4i 
and  the  Queen- Mother  of  $*weden. 

We  mull  all  die  at  the  determja'd  Hour  :  and 
there  i.j  no  other  Terror  in  Death,  but  what  is  created 
by  our  own  Opinion,  nor  any  greater  Pain  than  at- 
tending our  Enih.  For  at  our  DiJbluttQH  every  Ekmtnt 


5>S       LETTERS  Writ  ly     VoL  V. 

of  which  we  were  compounded,  takes  is  proper 
Share,  and  that  which  is  divine  in  us,  returns  to  that 
which  is  divine  in  the  Univerfe. 

Paris,  z 8th  of  the  9th  Moon, 
ef  the  Tear  1655. 


LETTER    XIII. 

To  Pefteli   Hali,  bis  Brother^  Matter  e/ 
f&fCaftoms  at  Gonflantinoplc. 

OU  R  Kinfman  Ifouf  is  now  gone  for  Mufcovy, 
having  vifited  the  moft  remarkable  Places  in 
this  Kingdom.  Jreceiv'd  a  Letter  from  him,  dated 
at  Diipe,  a  Sea- Town  over  againft  the  Englijh  Coaft. 
He  was  juft  a  going  aboard,  as  he  tells  me,  when  h» 
deliver'd  his  Dtfpatch  to  the  Pojl.  GOD  grant  him  a 
profperous  Voyage  to  that  Region,  and  whitherfoever 
his  Genius  or  Fortune  carries  him. 

I  am  exremely  pleas'd  with  his  Convention. 
V^hilft  I  was  in  Paris,  I  was  never  fen(ible  of  Me- 
lancholy, unlefs  'twere  in  the  Evenings,  which  forc'd 
ils  to  part  Company.  He  has  an  excellent  Memo- 
ry, and  recounts  all  the  Adventures  of  his  Life 
with  a  great  deal  of  Etfe,  both  to  himfelf  and  his 
Hearers  He  never  was  at  a  Lofs  for  Matter,  or 
confounded  one  Circumftance  with  another,  but 
ranking  every  thing  in  its  due  lime  and  Place,  de- 
Kver'd  all  with  a  Clearnefs  and  Grace,  which  affeft- 
ed  me  with  fmgular  Delight. 

Befides,  He  has  a  ready  Wit,  lively  Fancy,  and 
Judgment  enough  for  one  of  his  Years.  I  tell  thee, 
the  Delations  he  has  made  of  his  t  ravels,  with  his 
regular  Deportment  here  in  Paris,  of  which  I  have 
been  a  Witnefs,  have  imprinted  in  me  fuch  an 
Opinion  of  his  Ability,  that  I  have  truited  him 

with 
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with  fome  particular  Inftruftions,  in  order  to  a 
fettled  Correfpondence  between  us,  in  whatfoever 
Court  he  refides.  For,  in  a  Word,  I  find  him 
mature  enough  for  Bufinefs  of  Moment  :  Ani  it 
is  a  Pity  his  Parts  fliould  be  buried,  without  ever  ap- 
pearing in  Adion. 

If  he  fucceeds  in  what  I  have  put  him  upon,  when 
he  arrives  at  Archangel,  a  Sea  Porte  in  Rujjia,  and  a 
Place  of  great  Commerce  and  Traffick,  I  {hall  have 
good  Reafon  to  hope  for  more  important  Matters, 
when  he  comes  to  Mofcow,  the  chief  City  of  the 
Men  who  worfhip  the  Eyes  of  their  Etnperor.  And 
then  it  will  be  Time  to  give  a  due  Chara&er  of  him 
to  the  Minljhrs  of  the  Porte:  Wherein  thou  wilt 
have  man/  Opportunities  to  perform  the  Office  of  a 
Kinfman  and  Friend.  Thoie  of  the  fame  Blood, 
ought  thus  to  ferve  one  another  with  Integrity  and 
Affection :  For  in  fo  doing,  we  help  ourfelves, 
ftrengthen  the  Intereft  of  our  Family,  and  fhall  find 
Returns  in  Time  of  Need.  As  thou  haft  receiv'd 
Favour  from  Ktrker  HtiJJ'an  Bajfa,  on  the  Score  of 
being  his  Countryman  ;  fo  there  is  a  greater  Reafon 
that  thou  fhouid'ft  mew  Kindnefs  to  Ifouf,  who 
partakes  of  our  Blood. 

There  arifes  a  vaft  Complacency  from  doing  good 
Offices,  though  to  a  Stranger,  or  even  to  avi  Enemy. 
Man  is  naturally  generous  ,  and  he  has  debauch'd  his 
Soul,  who  afts  contrary  to  this  Principle.  Yet  the 
greateft  Part  of  Men  are  degem  rated.  They  purfue 
Lions,  Tyggrs,  Bears,  and  fach  like  ravenous  Beads, 
with  inexorable  Hatred  and  Revenge ;  they  bear 
fecret  Antipathies  againft  lpii!,->-s,  ,  oads,  Serpnts, 
and  other  venomous  Creatures  ;  and  yet  they  are 
all  thefe  Things,  or  worfe,  themielves.  Ever  fince 
Aftr&u  abandon'd  the  Earth,  there  has  been  a  itrange 
Metamorpbojis  in  our  Race  ;  Men  have  for  the  molt 
Part  forlaken  their  Humanity,  and  chang'd  Na- 
ture with  the  Savages.  Nay,  we  tranfcend  them  in 
F  2  what 
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whatfoever  is  cruel  and  vicious  :  As  if  our  Reafox 
were  given  us  only  to  teach  us  the  moll  refined  Me- 
thods of  Impiety,  and  to  be  a  more  exquiiite  Spur  to 
Vice. 

Ifouf,  h3s  preferred  me  with  folid  Obfervations  of 
this  Kind  in  his  Travels,  efpecially  in  dfrick  :  He 
fays,  That  Region  is  not  more  prolifick  of  ftrange  and 
horrible  Bevjts,  than  it  is  of  monftrous  Men,  Brutes, 
and  Devils  in  Human  Shape.  And  tho'  he  relate$ 
fame  fair  Things  of  the  Indians,  and  other  People  in 
sffia,  yet  the  are  intermixed  with  tragical  Reports, 
and  mournful  Memoirs  ;  fuch  as  flain  the  Hiliory  of 
oar  Race,  and  make  it  evident,  that  it  is  hard  to 
meet  with  one  good  Man  among  Ten  Thoufand  The 
whole  World  is  over-run  with  Opprefiion,  Cruelty, 
Avarice,  Perfidy,  and  Lull. 

He  relates  fl  range   Things  of  the   Antiquities  of 
Eg\pt>     He  calls  it  the  only  Seem  of  Wonders  and 
Miracles  on   Earth.     Indeed  this  Country  was  ever 
famous  among   all   Nations,    for  the  Wifdom  and 
Learning  of  their  Prieits  ;  who  in   the  firft   Age  of 
the  Wirld,  underftood  all  the  Secrets  of  the  Elements^ 
the   Virtue  of  PL-.ntt  and  Minerals,  and  were  per- 
fe'ftly  vers'd  in  the  Science  of  the  Stars  and  Sfirits, 
and  in  all  Manner  of  myfterious  Knowledge.     They 
were  faid  to  make  Statues  and  Images,  that  could 
fpeak,  walk,  run,  and  counterfeit  all  Human  Ac- 
tiors.     They  were  alto  txquifite   in  making   mira- 
culous Talifmaxs  and  -Mirron,  with  any  Kind  of  ma- 
gjeal  Work,    whereby  they   kept  tk     People,  and 
even  the  Princes  in  profound  Awe  and  Veneration 
of  their  prodigious  Knowledge  and  Power,  and  like- 
wife  defended    their   Country  againit  all  Invaders. 
For  no  fooncr  did   an  Enemy   appear  with  his  Ar- 
mies on  the  Frontiers  of  Egypt,  but  thefe  Priefts  had, 
prefent  Intimation  of  it  by  their  Secret  Art,  even  in 
their  Chambers,  perhaps  at  a  Hundred  Leagues  Dif- 
tapce.     Then,  by   their  Enchantments,  they  either 

cauVd 
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•caus'd  Fire  to  confume  them  in  their  Camps,  or 
turn'd  their  Sv.ords  one  againft  another,  or  fent  an 
Army  of  iiingd  Serprnts  to  dellroy  thorn.  So  that 
for  many  Ages  no  King  ever  profper'd  that  fought 
againft  ihe  Egyptians. 

But  let  not  thou  and  f,  dear  •  Brother,  fufFer  our 
Reafon  to  degeneiate,  by  giving  Credit  to  Fiftion* 
and  Romances,  tho'  vouch'd  by  Come  of  our  Coun- 
trymen, fuch  as  Morat  dlxeman ,  Etfn  Aldalhokm, 
and  others. 

He  allb  tells  me  remarkable  PafTages  of  the  Py- 
ramids of  Cat  re,  the  Overflowing  of  the  Nile,  the 
JtfftHtfttit s,  and  other  Things,  which  I  have  not  now 
*1  ime  to  rehearfe  ;  but  in  another  Letter  I  will  gratify 
-thee  with  a  more  ample  Account  of  his  Obferva- 
tions. 

In  the  mean  Tin^e,  live  thou  to  enjoy  the  Fruits  of 
thy  own  Travels  in  the  Eafl ;  which  if  it  matches 
not  the  South  in  Prodigies  and  Jlupendous  Inventions ; 
yet  it  furpafils  both  it,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  World, 
in  Jujiice  and  Morality. 

Paris,    17-11  of  the  i  irh  Macny 
tf  ibe  Tear  1655. 


LETTER    XIV. 

To    Ifmacl  Ka'ular,    Chcik,    a  Man  of 
the  Law. 

THO  U  h;i!l  theChiraftcrand  Fame  of  a  great 
hijlojian  ;  a  Man  of  Intelligence  both  in  the 
Riccrds  ot   prfi  "Timis,  arid   the   Tranfaftions  of  the 
pn-fent :  Therefore  the  Name  of  Chrif-ina,  hte^ueen 
of  Stufettif,  cannot  be  ftrange  to  thee.     1   doubt  not 
but  thou   haii  heird  of  this  Pnnctfs,  fo   celebrated 
F  3  through 
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throughout  the  Earth  for  her  Learning,  and  other 
noble  Accomplimerus  ;  and  how  ilie  voluntarily 
rdign'd  the  Crown  to  one  of  her  Kinfmen.  But, 
perhaps,  thou  kneweft  not  the  true  Motives  which 
induc'd  her  to  this  Royal  Caprice  :  For  it  deferves 
no  better  Name,  as  thou  wilt  underftand  by  the  Se- 
quel. 

Her  Father,  who  for  hisfuccefsful  Wars,  and  per- 
petual Victories,  was  call'd  the  Great  Gts/lave,  dy- 
ing, left  her  in  the  entire  Poffeffion  of  his  Kingdom, 
and  xeiv  Conquefls  in  Germany.  But  during  the  i  imc 
of  her  Reign,  Piemintelli,  the  Spanijh  Ambaflador  at 
Stockholm,  by  daily  converting  with  this  Great  Queen, 
us'd  fi;ch  plaufible  Infinuations,  as  to  prevail  on  her 
to  have  a  more  favourable  Opinion  of  the  Pope, 
and  his  Religion,  than  flie  had  before  entertain'd  : 
For  all  the  Sivedfs  are  educated  in  an  Averfion  for 
thofe  of  the  Reman  Faith.  I  need  not  explain  to 
thee  thefe  Biftinclions  of  Belief  among  the  Naza* 
rents  j  thou  art  vers'd  in  their  Hijiory,  as  well  as  in 
our  cwn.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  That  this  Ambaffador 
pciTefs'd  Cbrijiina  with  fo  fair  an  Idea  of  the  Catho- 
lick  Rtligion,  that  (he  abandon 'd  her  Crown,  and  has 
ever  fmce  been  a  Queen  Errant,  a  Royal  Rambler 
through  Europe,  being  refolv'd  to  make  Experiment 
of  theGeneicfiiy  of  Catholtck  Princes,  whofe  Virtue 
Pi emct.ii Hi  had  fo  highly  extoll'd. 

Tvvould  be  a  Work  of  feven  Moons,  for  the  moil 
induflrious  Scribe  to  relate  all  the  particular  Magni- 
ficences with  which  fhe  has  been  entertain'd  in  her 
Travels  through  Germany,  F/ant/en,  4/facf,  In/truck? 
Italy,  and  Rome,  whete  fce  now  refides.  Every  Prince 
of  ihe  Roman  Church,  through  whofe  Territories  Ihe 
pafs'd,  was  ambitious  to  appear  Prodigal  of  his 
Favours  and  Civilities  •  to  their  illujlricus  Stranger  : 
Perhaps,  to  evade  the  Ladies  of  her  Wit,  which, 
they  fay,  is  very  Satined.  Or  it  may  be  for  other 
Reaibns  more  forcible  and  poignant.  Be  it  how 

it 
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it  will,  the  Roman  Wits  have  not  fpar'd  her,  as  thoa 
wilt  perceive  by  the  following  Veries,  which  on  the 
Firft  Day  of  the  Moon  of  January,  were  found  in  the 
Hand  of  Pafyuin,  and  on  the  Portal  of  the  Palace 
Fernefe,  where  (he  refides  : 

Pazza,  Gobba,  £s*  Xoppa  view  dal  Nartef 
Del  Monarcha  In<vitto  f  indcgna  Figliat 
Meat  re  Pologna  Gtnte  ts  fi  Scotnpiglia, 
A  <vane  Pompe  Rome  apre  le  Porte; 
Contra  quejii  Applatiji  /*  ungrida  fortet 
Et  in  baffe  Note  /'  altro  Hi  Biglia. 
Carre  la  Sciocca  Genti,  alza  le  clglla. 
Ride  Pafquin  del  Papa,  &  </<>//«  Corce. 
Su  fu  i/enite  <voi  Ruffiani  Snelfi, 
Et  portate  a  ChriiUna  ^Jlranjaga-nte* 
Di  venere  il  Sctitro  we  i  Paxxurelli  : 
Vuol  parer  dotta,  et  e  rozaa  Pedante. 
E  in  Braccio  a  myngiator  di  Rav audit) 
Vo\il  parer  cafta,  &  e  Put  ana  Err  ante. 

"I  fend  thee  thefe  Verfes  in  the  Original,  knowing 
thou  art  a  Critick  in  the  Italian  Language  ;  befides, 
they  will  not  be  found  fo  well  in  Arabick.  Thou 
that  haft  been  in  Rome,  know 'ft  what  Pafquin  is,  and 
art  no  Stranger  to  the  Humours  of  that  City. 

Let  not  Hampoons  of  morofe  Italians  abate  thy 
Chanty  for  this  renowned  Princefs:  But  let  her  Ex- 
travagancies be  an  Argument  of  the  Greatnefs  of 
her  Soul ;  and  remember  the  old  Roman  Pro<vertt 
which  fays,  "There  i  no  fur f  effing  Genius  <u ;ithout  fcnie 
M  xture  oj  Madncfs. 

Paris,  3oth  of  the  ift  Moen, 
of  the  Year  1656. 


iETTER 
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To  the  fame. 

HAVING  the  Space  of  an  Hour  before  the  Pajt 
goes,  I  could  not  foibear  to  inform  thee  of  a 
new  Star  which  lately  appear'd  in  thefe  Parts,  moving 
in  a  f'.irect  Line  from  Eaji  to  North.  The  /fftroKJtnen 
have  ir.ace  accurate  Observation.'  on  it,  and  yet  are 
at  a  Lois  what  to  conclude.  Some  fay,  'tis  below  the 
Moon,  others  place  in  the  Sphere  of  the  f.x'd  Stars. 
One  will  have  it  a  Mtttor;  a  Second  afF.rms  it  to  be 
a  Planet;  whiift  the  ^-TW  report  every  v/here,  that 
'tis  the  Star  of  Jacob,  and  a  Sign  that  thtir  Mtjau  is 
at  Hand. 

Nathan  Bin'Saddi,  one  of  that  Nation  at  Vierrr, 
fends  n.e  il  range  Stories  concerning  the  Prodi  git* 
\vhich  (hall  go  before,  snd  accoir.panv  the  Appearance 
of  the  Ltlihjcrir  of  Ifratl  [as  he  calls  him.) 

He  fays,  There  ihali  fptedily  conic  a  Sort  of  People 
from  the  utter  IE  oft  Parts  of  the  Ewtb,  of  a  black  and 
horrible  Afpedl,  fo  that  whoever  {hail  but  caft  an  Eye 
en  any  of  them,  (hall  in.rr.ediarely  die,  as  by  the 
Glance  of  a  Baftlijk  For  every  one  of  them  il  all 
have  two  Heads,  and  feven  Eyef,  glowing  and  fend- 
ing forth  Sparks  of  Fire  as  poifonous  as  the  Flafhes 
of  the  \V  ind  £/-S.i»;W  in  Arabia.  They  fhall  alfo 
be  fwift  as  Stags.  Ar.d  about  the  fame  1  ince,  an 
extraordinary  Heat  (hail  flow  from  the  Suit,  which 
•  being  difpers'd  through  the  Elements,  (hall  corrupt 
the  Air,  Earth,  and  Waters,  and  infect  all  this 
lower  World  with  fuch  pcjlilcn.tial  Qualities,  that 
a  Million  of  Gentiles  ,for  fo  the  Jms  call  all  that 
are  noc  of  their  own  Nation)  (hall  die  every  Day. 
And  Men  (hall  be  in  fo  great  Confternation,  that 
they  (hall  run  up  and  down  the  Streets  crying,  If'o, 
Ho  to  us  and  our  ChilJnn  !  They  ihall  dig  their 
own  Graves,  and  go  down  into  them  of  their 
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own  Accord,  expefting  Death.  But  that  all  this 
Time,  the  7etvs  lhall  be  in  Safety  and  in  Health. 

This  Hebrew  adds,  that  the.  Light  of  che  Sim  (hall 
be  totally  extirguifh'd  for  the  Space  of  thirty  Days  ; 
•during  which  horrible  Darknefs  the  Cbrijiiuni  and 
Mahometan  fhall  acknowledge  their  Errors,  and  ma- 
ny of  them  (hall  embrace  the  Law  of  Mofes  ;  for 
which  GOD,  being  mo /ed  to  Mercy,  will  reilore 
that  Pl.mct  again  to  its  former  Srightnefs. 

But  what  he  fays  next,  is  an  unhappy  Prefage  to 
the  Romans,  whofe  Empire,  according  to  this  T,  ,-tdi- 
tlon,  lhall  be  extended  over  all  the  Regions  of  tne 
Kanh,  for  the  Space  of  nine  Mo-ns.  After  which 
Term,  GOD  (hall  fend  the  firft  M'-Jfias,  rhe  Son  of 
"Jofffh,  who  fhail  garher  the  dilpers'd  Tribes  of  Ifrae/t 
and  conduft  them  to  'Jervfvltm  ;  from  whence  he 
{hall  Hi'ue  for.h,  wirh  a  victorious  Army,  and  lay 
watfe  the  Romnn  Empire,  facie  Rome  it  felt",  and  car- 
ry away  the  immenfe  niches  of  the  Cbrijiians  to  Je~ 
ruft'.Lm  ;  and  tr,e  very  Fear  of  him  mall  reduce  all 
Nations  to  id  Obeuience.  He  ihail  fight  with  Ar- 
miit  .1  //'•.'•  fch^c,  che  'Aktitbrifl  of  the  Cbrijiians,  and 
ihall  ueftroy  wo  Hundred  1'houfand  of  Arm'tUai^s 
Followers  ,  b  u  in  the  End,  mall  be  flain  himfelf, 
and  -tin-  good  Angels  fhall  tranfport  his  Body  to  the 
Apartment  of  the  Fathers. 

The  Je---  s  hold,  That  this  Armillai  (hall  fpring 
out  of  an  Image  of  the  Virgin  Maty  in  Rome,  made 
of  Mt-rblc,  witn  which  the  mod  Wiched  and  Profli- 
gate among  Men  fhall  be  enamour'd  and  commie 
the  moil:  execrable  Uncleannefs  that  can  be  named. 
The  Refult  of  thefe  adulterous  Congreffes  fhall  be, 
That  the  Statue,  by  a  fnpernatwal  Power  fhall  prove 
impregnate  ;  and  cleaving  afunder,  fhall  be  deliver'd 
of  this  young  Antichrijt,  who  is  to  vex  and  perfe- 
cute  the  JFI-JS,  and  afflict  them  with  greater  Cala- 
mities, than  either  they,  or  their  Fathers  felt,  fince  the 
Beginning  of  the  IVarld.  They  fhall  be  forc'd  to  flee 
F  5  into 
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into  the  Defarts,  and  hide  themfelves  in  the  Dens 
and  Caves  of  the  Earth,  Jiving  only  on  the  Grafs 
and  Herbage,  with  the  Leaves  of  Trees,  till  the  great 
Michatlihe  Archangel  Hull  thrice  wind  his  Horn. 
Then  (hall  the  Second  MeJ/ias,  the  Son  of  David, 
with  Ellas  the  Prophet  appear,  who  (hall  refcue  'em 
out  of  all  their  Troubles,  ?.nd  lead  them  triumphant 
to  Paradife, 

This  is  the  Sum  of  what  Nathan,  and  all  the  Jews 
believe  concerning  the  Lajl  Times,  which  they  fay, 
are  now  approaching  :  As  is  evident  by  the  Rifing  of 
this  Nt <u-  btar,  accompany  1d  with  terrible  Thunders 
and  Lightnings.-  And  the  chief  Patriarch,  or  Prince 
of  the  Je^ws.  is  come  from  Jerufidim  to  Vienna, 
to  prepare  thofe  of  his  Nation  in  the  Weflem  Parts, 
for  the  Grand  Revolutions,  which  they  believe  are 
ready  to  fall  out  in  the  World.  All  the  "Jews  in  that 
City  went  out  a  League  tomeet  him,  with  great  Pomp 
and  Solemnity. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  hear  that  the  Son  of  the  late 
Vizir  Azem  makes  a  Confufion  among  you  at  Con- 
Jlantinifjt,  and  the  Parts  adjacent,  being  at  the  Head 
of  Fifty  Thouiand  Men,  on  Prerence  to  revenge  the 
Deaih  of  his  l-a:her,  but  really  to  recover  his  ra- 
vilVd  Mijlrefs,  the  fair  Soltana  Zamisuvre,  who  \\as 
forced  from  his  Seraglio  by  the  Grand  Seignior's  Com- 
mand. Wrmtn  and  Wine,  according  to  the  Pro*vtrb 
of  the  Franks,  make  all  the  I>ifturbance  in  the  World. 
And  without  calling  to  Remembrance  the  Trojan 
Wars,  the  unhappy  Effecls  of  Heltnas  Perfidy,  we 
may  conclude,  that  Women  are  the  Occafions  of  ma- 
ry  Quarrels  among  us. 

There  is  a  Peace  lately  concluded  between  the 
French  and  the  New  Englijb  Cimmwwcaltb :  By 
which  Means,  the  Exil'-d  King  of  the  Scots  was 
forced  to  depart  from  this  Realm,  which  has  been 
his  Sanftuary  for  many  Years.  He  went  away  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  'Trenfy,  and  has  wandcrd  up 
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and  down  Germany  ever  fince  :  fometimes  keeping  a 
Court  like  a  King,  at  other  Times  living  incognito* 
and  very  privately,  with  only  two  or  three  Attend- 
ants. That  poor  Prince  is  very  unfortunate  ;  yet, 
they  fay,  he  bears  his  Calamity  with  fingular  Mode- 
ration, and  a  certain  Royal  Stiffhefs  of  Mind,  which 
will  rather  break  than  bend. 

This  Pope  is  a  great  Peace- maker,  and  has  fent 
Nuncio'j  with  Letters  to  all  the  Princes  in  Chriflcndom 
vvitlrn  the  PaL:  of  the  Rom ->n  Church,  earneftly  per- 
iuading  them  to  Unity  and  Friendfhip,  that  fo  their 
Arms  my  be  turn'd  againft  the  Mu/ulmans.  His 
PredeceJ/br  was  of  another  Sentiment,  and  would 
not  intermeddle  with  the  Quarrels  of  any.  One  Day 
^s  he  was  looking  out  of  a  Window  of  his  Palace, 
with  fome  Cardinals,  they  efpied  two  Men  a  fighting 
in  the  Street ;  whereupon  they  defired  the  Holy  Father 
to  interpofe  his  Authority,  and  command  Peace  ; 
But  he  refus'd  faying,  Lit  tkemji^hf  it  out,  and  then 
they'll  be  good  Friends  of  Courfe.  And  turning  to  the 
Spanijh  Ambaflador,  he  faid,  So  will  it  fare  ivitk 
jour  Majler  and  the  King  of  France  ;  <u;l:en  they  have 
fufficiently  luearied  one  another  with  Wars,  they  nvitl 
gladly  (mbrace  the  Propsfals  of  Peace. 

Here  is  great  Rejoicing  for  the  Reconciliatloa 
newly  made  between  the  King  and  his  Uncle,  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  who  having  been  eftrang'd  a  long 
Time,  the  latter  having  efpoufed  the  Prince  of  Condi  & 
Caufe.  But  now  he  has  abandon'd  it,  and  is  come 
to  the  Court. 

Thefe  Infidels  are  as  incon&mt  as  the  Winds, 
which  vary  to  all  the  Points  of  the  Compafs. 

Paris,  joth  of  the  ift  Moon, 
of  the  Ttar  1656. 
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LETTER    XVI. 
3o  Solyman,    bis   Coufm,    at    Scutari. 

I  See  thou  art  given  over  to  a  Spirit  of  Difcontenr. 
Nothing  can  pleafe  thee.  rl  hoti  murmured  at 
frovid^nce,  and  caiteft  Obloquies  on  the  Ways  of 
GOD  :  AE  if  the  Order  of  all  Ti.ings,  and  the  Eila- 
blifrTd  OaoKcmy  of  the  Uaivt  rfe ,  mult  be  chang'd,  to 
gratify  thy  Humour. 

Formerly  thou  wert  troubled  with  dull,  melancholy 
Thoughts  about  Religion:  Now  thou  art  angry  with 
thy  Iradf,  and  pineft  that  thou  wert  not  educated 
in  the  Academy.  A  Mechatdck  Life,  thou  fay'ft,  is 
tedious  and  inkfome  ;  b«  fides,  that  it  is  beneaih  one 
of  thy  Blood,  to  be  always  employed  in  making  of 
Turbants.  Thou  wifheft  rather  to  have  been  a  Courtier, 
Soldier,  or  any  Thing,  fave  what  thou  art. 

Cwjin,  Let  not  Pride  and  Ambition  corrupt  thy 
Manners  Deft  thou  not  confider,  that  all  True  Be- 
lievers are  oblig'd  to  exerciie  iorr.e  Manual  Occupa- 
tion, and  that  the  Sultan  himfelf  is  no:  exempted 
from  this  Duty  ?  Did  not  the  Prophet  himiclf  prac- 
tice it,  and  enjoin  it  to  all  his  Followers  ?  Hail  thou 
not  heard  of  his  Words,  when  he  faid,  Ni  Man  can 
eat  any  Thing  fleeter  in  this  World,  thtn  what  is 
acquit  id  fy  his  own  L  hour.  Doubllefs  ail  the  Pro- 
pbiti,  and  Holy  Men,  have  gain'd  their  Bread  by  their 
lawful  Employments.  Adam  teas  a  Gardner,  Abel 
a  Sbf.pf.-erd,  Seth  a  Weaver,  Enoch  a  Taylor,  Noah 
a  Ship  wright,  Mofes,  Saguib,  and  Mahomet  IK  ere 
Shepherdi ;  Jtfus  the  Son  of  Mary  a  Cur  pent  f,  Abu- 
Becre,  Omar,  Othaian,  Gali  and  Gabdorachaman, 
lucre  Merchants. 

Doil  thou  efteem  thyfelf  of  better  Blood  than 
ddam,  from  whom  thou  receivecft  thine  ?  i-or 
Sh*me  prefer  not  thyfelf  to  Noah,  the  Rejiorer  of 

Man- 
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Mankind,  to  "Jffut  the  MtJJtas-,  to  Mahomet  our  Holy 
Law  giver,  and  to  the  relt  of  thofe  excellent  Perfons, 
who  thought  it  no  Contempt  to  work  at  their  feveral 
Trades,  and  eat  the  Bread  of  their  own  Labour. 

Beiides,  Doft  thou  confider  the  dangerous  In- 
trigues of  a  Prince's  Court  ?  Arc  thou  lufficiently 
arm'd  with  Wit  and  Dexterity,  to  fecure  thy  Sta- 
tion againft  the  wily  Trains  of  defigning  Men  ? 
I  do  not  reproach  thy  Abilities :  Yet  I  think  thou 
wilt  do  becter  in  the  Poft  allotted  thee  by  Deftiny  ; 
that  is,  in  thy  proper  Calling,  than  in  the  perilous 
Condition  of  thole,  who  fta;id  or  fall  at  the  Plea- 
fure  of  others.  Whereas  thou  art  now  thy  own 
Man,  and  neecieit  fear  no  Tempefl  of  State,  or 
Frowns  of  thy  Prince,  fo  loTg  as  thou  purfueft 
none  but  thy  private  Affairs  Many  Sovereign  Mo- 
narchs  have  envied  fueh  as  thee,  when  they  have 
feen,  how  chearfully  and  quietly  they  pafs  away 
their  Time,  under  t:.e  Umbrella  of  an  obscure  and 
private  \  ife  :  Whereas  at  the  Court,  there  is  No- 
thing but  Intriguing.  Plot  ing,  and  Treachery  ;  oae 
undcrrr.ining  another,  to  make  Way  for  their  own 
Advance.  The  Court  is  a  perfect  Theatre  of  Fraud, 
Difiim  la'ion,  Envy,  Malice,  an  1  a  Thoufand  Vices, 
which  there  .  61  their  various  Parts,  under  the  Habit 
and  Dif^uife  of  ieeming  Virtues.  There  a  Man  mtil 
flatter  the  Great,  and  fpeak  again)!  his  own  Secfe 
ana  the  Truth,  to  procure  the  Favour  of  fome  digni- 
fy <i  Fooi :  T.han  which  nothing  is  more  ignoble  and 
bafe. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  pleafant  Repartee,  which 
Diog>.:i  the  Philosopher  gave  to  a  Courtier.  The 
Spark  Ailing  by  Diogexet  as  he  fat  in  a  Tub  eating 
of  Turn;  ps,  put  this  Scoff  upon  him  ;  Diogenes,  faid 
he,  It  ik-)u  --W'U/dj}  but  learn  the  Art  of  Flattery, 
tbou  net :'.'' ll  net  Jit  here  in  a  Tub,  [crunching  of  Roots. 
To  Wtic;.,  the  Philofopher  reply 'd,  And  tbou  vain- 
glorious Man,  If  t  ban  vjouldfi  but  I  far  a  to  live  contented 
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•witb  my  homely  Fare,  neecfft  sot  candefcend  to  the 
Fanvning  of  a  Spaniel. 

But  Coufin,  Let  not  this  Paflage  caufe  thee  to  emu- 
late the  Pbilofopher's  Manner  of  Life,  for  he  had 
his  Vices  as  well  as  other  Men.  If  he  was  no  Flat- 
terer, yet  he  was  proud  and  opiniative  :  He  laid 
Trains  for  the  Applaufe  of  Men  in  all  his  Aclions, 
and  fo  taught  others  to  become  Flatterers,  though  he 
was  none  himfelf.  All  his  pretended  Humility,  Mor- 
tification, and  Rigour,  were  but  fo  many  Decoys 
for  Fame.  Of  this  Plato  was  fenfible,  who  was  a 
far  more  excellent  Philofopher  than  he.  As  this  Sage 
Avas  one  Day  walking  with  fome  of  his  Friends,  in 
the  Fields,  they  fliew'd  him  Diogenes  Handing  up 
to  the  Chin  in  Water,  whofe  Superficies  wa;  frozen 
over,  faving  one  Hole  that  Diogenes  had  made  for 
himfelf:  Puh,  fays  Plato,  Don't  regard  him,  he'll 
Joan  be  cut  :  For  bad  he  not  feen  us  coming  this  Way, 
he  would  not  have  put  hhnfelf  to  this  Pain.  Ano- 
ther Time,  this  Philofopher  came  te  Plato 's  Houfe, 
and  as  he  walk'd  on  the  rich  Carpets,  with  which  the 
Floor  of  the  Hall  was  cover'd  ;  &e-e,  laid  Diogenes^ 
How  I  trample  on  PlatoV  Pride.  Tes,  faid  Plato,  but 
nvith  greater  Pride. 

Cercainly,  the  greateft  Pkilofophers,  Dolors,  and 
even  Saints  themfcrves,  have  their  Errors  and  Fail- 
ipgs.  Do  not  therefore  affect  to  change  thy  CcJUr.g, 
•for  the  Life  of  a  Student,  or  a  contemplative  Man. 
for  the  fame  Discontent  will  ftiil  haunt  thee  in  that 
State,  which  makes  thee  fo  uneaiy  now  :  Thou  art  a 
perfed  Stranger  to  the  intolerable  Anguifh  of  Mind 
which  a<Rj£ts  thinking  V:en,  and  fuc.i  as  apply  them- 
felves  to  the  otudy  of  Sciences.  They  labour  under 
a  perpetual  Thirft  of  Knowledge  ard  the  more  they 
learn,  the  greater  and  more  anitijt  is  their  Defire  of 
farther  Difcoveries.  So  tliat  the  moft  accomplim'd 
Sages  are  no  more  fatisfy'd  with  their  own  Acqui- 
iiuons,  than  he  who  has  never  meddled  with  Books. 

Thea 
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Then  as  to  their  Bodies,  the  are  always  vex'd  with 
one  Malady  erother,  pi  oceeding  from  the  violent  Agi- 
tations of  their  Spirits,  thelntenlenefsof  their  Thoughts 
perpetual  poring  upon  Books,  and  their  fedcntary  Life. 

In  all  that  I  have  faid,  I  do  not  difluade  thee  from 
feeking  after  Knowledge,  I  rather  couniel  thee  to 
read  Boc-ks,  and  I  gave  thee  the  fame  Advice  in  a  for- 
mer Letter:  But  do  it  with  Moderation.  Let  rot  thy 
Studies  intrench  on  the  Affairs  of  thy  Culling.  Read 
Hijlories,  or  other  TraSs,  according  to  thy  Fancy, 
when  thou  haft  nothing  elfc  to  do.  But  do  not  fol- 
low it  fo  clofe,  as  if  thou  afpiredft  to  the  Character 
of  a  compleat  Hijlorian,  or  PhiLofapher.  Still  remem- 
ber that  thou  art  z.° urbunt-Mukcr,  and  that  by  the 
Decrees  of  Fate  thou  art  born  for  this  Bufmtfs.  Fol- 
low it  v,ith  Alacrity  and  Mkth  When  thou  art  at 
thy  Work,  'twill  be  pleasant  n.editatmg  on  what 
thou  haft  read  ?it  thy  fpare  Hours.  *  hou  wilt  find 
ihyfelf  much  more  happy,  in  thus  mixing  St  jdies 
withtne  neceflary  Offices  of  thy  Trade,  than  in  aban- 
doning chyielf  wholly  to  a  contemplative  Life.  And 
in  the  Mitl't  of  thy  Difguib,  thou  may'il  comfort 
thyfelf  with  this  Reflection,  That  thou  art  of  none 
of  ihe  moil  defpicable  Callings,  which  ferve  the  Ne- 
cetiities  of  Man's  Body.  Had  thy  Employment  been 
only  to  make  P<p-jurhes  or  Sandals,  which  cover  the 
Feet,  it  might  have  been  an  Argument  of  Diicontent 
to  thee,  in  regard  the  Foot  is  the  moll  contemptible 
Member  of  the  Body.  But  now  thou  palTeft  tny  i  ime 
in  making  Ornaments  for  the  Head,  which  is  the  no- 
blelt  Part,  and  Commander  of  all  the  Reft,  thou  haft 
no  Reafon  to  repine. 

If,  after  all,  thou  refolveft  to  change  thy  Courfe  of 
Life,  I  advifethee  to  turn  Soldier,  for  then  ihoa  rnuft 
be  contented  and  patient  per  Force. 

Paris,  1 3th  of  the  4th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  l6c6. 
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LETTER    XVII. 

To  Melee  A  met 

TH  E  Nazarenes  boaft  much  of  the  new  Con- 
verts they  have  made  from  the  Mu/u/man  Lf,i» 
to  the  Faith  of  J'fui  the  Son  of  Maty.  On  the  2$d 
of  the  laft  Moo»,  a  Moor  of  Ttipo/i  was  baptiz'd  in  a 
Church  in  this  C/r"}' ;  and  the  next  Day  he  was  n»cint- 
ed  with  their  Chrifm  or  rMy  Or7  (as  they  call  it)  which 
they  fay,  has  a  Virtue  to  confirm  and  itrengthen 
him  in  his  new  Religion  On  the  ijt'p,  he  uas 
clo-th'd  all  in  white  Linen,  and  walk'd  in  Proceffiort 
through  the  Streets,  with  Mujirk  playing  before  'em, 
whilft  the  Ground  was  llrewed  with  Flowers. 
When  he  arriv'd  at  the  great  Mcfque  of  this  Cry,  a 
Prieft  gave  him  that  which  they  efteem  the  Bod\  of 
the  Meffiasy  but  in  Reality,  is  osJy  a  Wafer,  with 
the  Figure  of  a  Man  crucify "d  on  it.  Thefe  Wafers 
a:e  made,  and  fold  to  the  Prujis,  by  the  common 
'Bakers  of  the  Town,  and  yet  they  make  the  poor, 
ignorant  People  believe,  with/far  Words  ihey  can 
change  'em  into  an  immortal  God. 

The  Re* ega do  Moor  appears  very  zealous  and  de- 
vout, frequenting  the  Temples  ;  and  viiiting  all  Holy 
Places.  He  walks  along  the  Streets  wiui  B-.ds  in 
his  Hands,  wnich  the  People  interpret  as  an  Argu- 
ment of  his  Piety  to  the  Virgin  M. •  ryt  the  Mother 
of  Jffus.  For  when  they  pray  to  her,  it  is  the  Cuf- 
tom  to  number  their  Oraifons  on  Beads.  But  all  this 
while,  they  confider  not  that  he  may  be  an  i-iyp.cnte, 
as  to  their  Riiigion,  and  inftead  of  addreffing  his 
Prejirs  to  her,  may  direft  them  to  GOD  alone  ;  as 
all  the  True  Faithful  do,  who  ufe  Reads  in  rehearfmg 
the  Divine  Ejaculations,  as  well  as  the  Ckriftians,  in 
repeating  their  Aw  Maria,  which  they  fay,  was  the 
Suiuiatun  that  Gabriel  gave  the  Virgin,  when  he  en- 
ter'd  her  Oratory.  B« 
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Be  it  how  it  will,  he  gets  Abundance  of  Money  by 
his  Devotion  :  For  the  Franks  are  really  very  charita- 
ble, and  give  plentiful  Alms  to  the  Poor  ;  but  efpeci- 
ally  to  one  under  his  Circumitances,  they  are  extreme- 
ly liberal,  that  fo  they  may  imprint  in  him  a  more 
fervent  Affection,  and  profound  Reverence  for  their 
Religion. 

But  he  is  not  the  only  Cor,*vert  they  brag  of.  Ma- 
ny Captives  they  either  wheedle,  or  force  to  turn 
Chrijlians.  Thus,  he  (hit  was  taken  at  Sea  by  the 
Ships  of  Malta  Twelve  YeaJs  ago,  when  it  was  re- 
ported through  Chrijlendvm  that  he  was  the  Grand 
Seignior's  Son,  is  of  late  turn'd  CbritiaH  and  Friar, 
having  folemnly,  and  in  Publick,  abjur'd  tr.e  Muffitl- 
man  Latv,  curs'd  our  Holy  Prophet,  and  all  thole  of 
his  Race,  with  the  Btlifven  of  the  Alcoran.  He  is 
like  to  come  to  great  Preferment  in  the  Roman 
Church:  They  call  him.  The  Ottoman  Father;  and 
boaft,  that  the  True  Hnr  of  the  Turkijh  Empire,  is  a 
Chrijtii..n,  and  in  their  Cuftody. 

Yet  after  all,  the  Prefelyte  of  greateft  Fame  is  Don 
Tkllippo,  the  Son  of  the  Biy  of  Tuni<,  of  whom  I 
made  mention  of  in  one  of  my  former  Letters.  This 
Prince  is  now  at  Valtntia,  under  the  King  of  Spain's 
Jurifdiclion,  who  allows  him  a  confi.Jerable  Pen/iov, 
and  has  given  him  Leave  to  marry  a  Princefs  of  that 
Country,  very  beautiful  and  ingenious,  but  of  a  poor 
Fortune  :  He  has  one  Son  by  her.  'Tis  faid  the 
King  of  Spain  defigns  to  fet  forth  a  mighty  Fleet  of 
Ships  ;  and  having  furnifli'd  this  Prince  with  all 
Things  NecefTary  for  a  Warlike  Expedition,  will  fend 
him  thus  equip'd  to  claim  the  Government  of  Tunis-, 
or  in  Cafe  of  a  Denial,  to  make  a  Defcent  in  that  King- 
dim,  and  fight  for  it.  But  I  believe  this  will  only 
prove  a  Spanijh  Rbodomantade,  that  Monarch  having 
Work  enough  cut  out  for  him  in  Europe  and  America, 
by  the  Trench  and  Engjijh,  to  divert  him  from  any 
fuch  wild  Entcrprize  on  Africk,  However  it  be, 

the 
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this  Don  Philippo  is  much  talk'd  of  in  Ckrifiendom, 
and  the  Spaniards  flatter  themfelves  with  the  Hopes 
of  conquering  a  great  Part  of  Barbary  by  his  Means, 
he  having  many  friends,  and  a  confiderahlc  Intereft 
in  thofe  Parts. 

Thou  may  ft  acquaint  the  Divan,  that  Ofman  the 
Dwarf  is  ftill  living,  and  ferves  the  Porte  with  a  fe- 
cretand  untainted  Zeal.  Two  Days  ago  he  difco- 
vered  a  cunning  Practice  of  Cardinal  Mazarini,  whofe 
Motions  and  Jntriguts  he  watches  very  narrowly. 
He[aflures  me,  That  this  Minijitr  has  difpatch'd 
away  two  Agents  to  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Elector 
of  Rrandevhurgh)  with  a  Letter  to  each  of  thefe  Prin- 
ces, from  the  King  of  France,  alfo  with  blank  Pa- 
pers, and  the  King's  Seal,  giving  them  Inftruftions  to 
f.ll  up  their  Blanks,  and  feal  them  with  the  King's 
Signer,  according  as  they  found  the  Treary  go  for- 
ward between  thofe  Princes.  The  main  Defign  of 
this  Trick  being  to  hinder  them  from  entring  in- 
to a  League  againft  the  King  of  Polaxd,  by  ail  the 
Artifice  thefe  Agents  could  ufc,  in  exactly  timing 
and  fuiting  their  counterfeit  Letters,  to  the  Diffi- 
culties and  Mifunderftandings  that  always  happen 
in  fuch  Treaties,  that  fo  they  may  exafpcrate  each 
Party  againft  the  other,  as  Occafton  offer'd,  with- 
out being  oblig'd  to  fend  to  France  for  frefh  Letters, 
which  would  breed  too  much  Delay,  and  fpoil  their 
Defign. 

By  this  thou  may'ft  perceive,  that  Ca-dinal  Ma- 
Ktirini  comes  not  ftiort  of  his  PredecefTcr  Ricblieu, 
in  managing  the  Affairs  of  Foreign  Courts.  He 
is  the  vefy  Soul  of  all  the  grand  Bufmefs  in  Cbri- 
Jlendom. 

A  general  Heart  burning  has  poflefied  the  French, 
efpecially  the  Inhabitants  of  Pan'.',  ever  fince  the 
Conclufion  of  laft  Year,  when  the  King  iflued 
out  certain  Orders,  commanding  that  all  tfee  Geld 
and  Silver  Money  in  the  Kingdom,  mould  be  brought 

into 
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into  his  Mint  to  be  ne\v-coin'd.  The  Merchants  firft 
complain'd  of  this  EdiQ  ;  and  then  it  was  murmar'd 
at  by  all  the  Trading  People.  Ac  length  the  Par' 
iiamtnt  of  Paris  took  i:  into  their  Confvderation, 
and  oppos'd  the  King's  Pleafure  :  upon  which  he 
Banim'd  Eight  of  their  Members,  and  has  feveral 
Times  prohibited  them  to  afTemble  ;  yet  they  per- 
f'fted  to  meet  till  he  Baniih'd  more  of  them  : 
Which,  inftead  of  awing  them  into  the  expefted 
Compliances,  has  but  incens'd  them  more  :  And 
the  difcontented  Clergy  blow  up  the  Coals,  as  do 
likewile  the  Friends  of  the  Prince  of  Conde.  The 
Parliament  are  very  bold  and  peremptory  in  their 
Proceedings,  have  exprefsly  forbid  the  Citizens  of 
Paris  to  obey  the  King's  Order,  and  decreed  that 
Nothing  (hall  be  done  in  their  Afftmbly,  till  the 
banifii'd  Senators  be  recall  d. 

Things  being  at  this  Pafs,  we  expeft  Nothing  but 
Infurrections,  Maflacres,  and  other  Effcds  of  po- 
pular Fury.  The  Rich  are  laying  up  vafl  Quantities 
of  Corn  and  other  Provifions,  as  if  they  expected  a 
Seige.  And  the  Poor  fare  the  better  for  it,  whilft 
great  Largefles  are  given  among  them  by  the  Gran- 
dees of  the  Parliamtnt,  to  engage  them  in  the 
Fafiion.  Befides,  Thou  knoweft,  the  Multitude  al- 
ways delight  in  Novelty  and  State-Tempefts,  hoping 
for  Plunder,  and  to  enrich  themfelves  by  the  Ruin 
ef  others. 

I  know  not  what  Condufl  is  fittefl  for  me  to  ufe 
in  this  Cafe.  Whether  it  will  be  beft  for  me  to 
abide  in  this  City  or  follow  the  Court,  which  is 
now  at  La  Fere  in  Picardy :  Or,  Whether  I  mould 
retire  to  feme  other  Place,  lefs  liable  to  civil  Dif- 
turbances.  I  wifli  the  Minijlers  of  the  Porte  would 
fend  me  full  Inftrudtions,  what  I  ought  to  do  itt 
thefe  Emergencies. 

From  Rome  we  hear,  That  the  Pope  and  Cardinals 
are  in  great  Confternation  on  fome  intelligence  they 

have 
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have  receiv'd,  that  the  Engltjk  intend  to  make  a 
Defccnt  on  the  Territories  of  the  Church  That  Na- 
tion  is  now  become  the  great  Bug  bear  of  all  Europe, 
fince  they  have  moulded  themfelves  into  a  Common- 
ivealth. 

Every  Kingdom  and  Empire  has  a  Time  to  rife,  and 
another  to  fall.  But  who  can  determine  the  Period 
wherein  the  Ottoman  Glory  will-  decline,  which  it 
not  yet  advtnc'd  to  it's  Zenith  ? 

Paris,  ayth  of  the  jth  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1656. 


LETTER    XVill. 

To  Sedrce  Al'  Giraw'n,  Chief  Treafurtr 
to  the  Grand  Seignior. 

?•:••  '•  -  •  r>>J  A 

'"IT"''  HY  Virtues  have  at  length  rais'd  thee  to  a 

Jt  glorious  Tmjt,  rhe  Charge  of  immenfe  Wealth. 
Thou  haft  in  thy  Cuftody  the  Riches  which  cannot 
be  match'd  in  the  Univerfe,  GOD  infpire  thee  with 
Graces  iuitable  to  a  Digniry  fo  full  of  >  emptations. 
I  hope  thou  wilt  not  be  affronted  at  my  Prayer,  as 
w?s  thy  Predeceflbr  Kienan  Bajpi,  at  fome  Counfels 
of  iike  Nature,  which  I  gave  hi  in  in  a  Litter.  Some 
Men  are  ftrangely  cholerkk,  and  look  on  tho'e  as 
Enemies,  who  give  them  good  Advice.  I  only  warn- 
ea  him  of  the  ordinary  Cheats  that  are  Practiced  at 
certain  Times  in  the  Tree-jury,  whkh  thou  know'iito 
betme,  as  well  as  I.  And  I  tell  thee  farther,  he 
himlelfwas  fufpedted  by  many  in  the  Seraglio,  not 
to  have  been  altogether  exempt  from  Guilt. 

Whether  he  were  or  not,  I  prrfonn'd  but  my 
Duty  in  giving  him  necefiary  Cautions.  For,  fuch 
is  the  "Will  of  my  Superiors,  that  I  fliould  not  be 

afraid 
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afraid  to  unravel  the  Secrets  of  thofe  that  are  falfe  to 
the  Grand  Seignior.  I  did  not  charge  him  with  fuch 
a  Crime,  and  therefore  he  had  no  Reafon  to  be  an- 
gry :  But  tome  Men  will  pick  a  Quarrel  with  their 
own  Shadows.  In  a  Word,  this  Grandee  forgot  him- 
fctf. 

In  faying  fo,  I  do  not  refiedl  on  his  Original,  or 
that  he  was  fourd  fleeping  on  a  Dunghil  in  Rujfia,  a 
poor  ragged  Infant,  when  theTartars  took  him  Cap- 
tive, among  many  Thoufands  of  others,  in  the  Plun- 
der of  Ifinarow,  and  fold  'em  to  the  Capo.  Agafi,  for 
thirteen  Piajlers,  by  Reafon  of  his  Beauty.  I  do 
not  call  to  mind  the  Circumftances  of  his  Youth  ; 
fince  'cis  common  for  the  meanefl  Slaves  to  arrive  at 
an  extraordinary  Grandeur  by  their  Merits,  or  at 
lead  through  the  Favour  of  the  Sultan. 

But  what  I  aim  at  is,  That  in  his  being  difgufted  at 
the  Remonftrances  1  have  made,  of  fome  private  and 
{milter  Fradtice  in  the  Treafury,  he  forgot  that  he 
himfelf  Is  itiil  a  Slave  to  the  Gra nd Seignivr,  as  well  as 
],  and  therefore  not  above  Inirruftion. 

Well,  it  ieems  he  is  now  made  Captain  RaJ/a,  and 
thou  fucceedetl  him  in  the  Office  of  Treafurer.  To 
him  1  wifh  all  imaginable  Succefs  and  Victories  at 
Sea,  for  the  Sake  of  our  Great  Mafler,  and  the  Muf- 
fulman  Empire ;  to  thee  for  thy  own  Sake,  and  for 
my  Brother's,  whom  1  know  thou  wilt  ever  reipedtas 
a  Friend,  I  wifh  Increafe  of  Riches  and  Honours, 
even  as  thy  Merits  and  Services  agument  in  tke 
Efteem  of  the  Sn'.tan,  and  of  all  the  World. 

And  I  tell  thee  I  have  far  livelier  Hopes  to  fee 
this  latter  Wiih  take  Effect  than  the  former :  For 
what  Reafon  have  we  to  expect  beccer  Luck  from  the 
Courage  or  Conduct  of  this  Our  cos  Kienan  ,  than, 
brom  the  brave  Zoraefan  Mujlapba,  who  commanded 
the  Fleet  lait  Year  ? 

This  unhappy  Thought  has  put  roe  into  a$  me- 
lancholy a  Humour,  as  jEaeat  was  in,  when  the  $ueen 

of 
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of  Carthage,  requir'd  an  Account  of  the  Trojan 
Wan :  For  I  have  heard  that  Cam  Muftafha  Ba/a 
fticceeded  Zcrne/GKin  the  Command  of  the  Fleet,  and 
in  the  Revolution  of  a  Moon,  was  made  Manfoul 
again,  for  the  Sake  of  Kicnan  Baffa,  or  rather  for 
the  Sake  of  the  licentious  Soldiers,  who,  it  Teems, 
command  all  Things.  I  have  been  inform 'd  alfo, 
of  all  the  other  Tragedies  acted  at  the  Seraglio,  fmce 
the  fecond  Moon  of  this  Year.  Neither  are  the 
Caufes  and  Origin  of  fo  much  Slaughter  and  Blood  - 
fhed  hid  from  me.  'Tis  too  apparent,  that  there  is 
an  univerfal  JDiforder  and  Corruption  in  the  Difci- 
pline  of  the  Janizaries. 

I  formerly  wrote  to  the  Kiaya  Bey  on  this  Account. 
Butitfeems,  Avarice,  the  Root  of  all  Evil,  had  ren- 
der'd  him  infenfible  and  obdurate. 

Is  it  not  a  Shame,  that  the  Pay  of  thofe  who  ferve 
the  Grand  Seignior  in  the  Wan,  fhoald  be  detain'd 
not  three  or  four  Mmns,  but  five  or  fix  Years,  by 
their  corrupt  Officers  ?  1  hey  fit  at  Home  enjoying 
their  Eafe,  Revelling  in  Taverns,  and  committing  a 
Thoufand  Riots ;  vvhilft  the  others  undergo  number- 
lefs  Fatigues  abroad,  and  are  reduced  to  the  extrem- 
eft  Neceflities,  not  having  fo  much  as  the  Vefts  al- 
lowed them  by  the  Sultan,  to  cover  their  Naked- 
nefs  !  And  if  they  complain  of  their  Sufferings,  ia- 
itead  of  Redrefs,  they  meet  with  Nothing  but  Taunts 
and  Reproaches,  as  if  they  were  not  worthy  to  eat 
rfie  Sultan 's  Bread  and  Salt,  though  they  freely  ha- 
zard their  Lives  for  him.  It  is  no  Wonder,  the  Ja- 
nizaries are  fo  unbridled  in  their  Rage,  after  fo  many 
Provocations. 

Yet  I  cannot  but  lament  the  Fate  of  thofe  un- 
fortunate Men,  who  were  facrific'd  to  the  Fury  of 
that  infolent  Militia :  Efpecially,  I  condole  the  Lofs 
of  the  brave  Soljman  Kyzlir  dga.  The  Janizaries 
had  an  old  Grudge  againlt  him,  ever  fmce  his  hot 

Difputc 
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Difpute  with  the  Boftangi  BaJ/a,  and  now  they  were 
refolved  to  execute  their  Revenge. 

As  for  the  Kiaya  Bey,  it  feems  to  be  a  Stroke  of 
Divine  Juftice,  that  he,  who  had  been  the  Caufe  of 
all  this  Mutiny,  mould  in  Remorfe  fttrangle  himfelf, 
and  fo  go  to  Hill,  as  an  Expiatien  forthe  many  Lives 
he  had  caft  away. 

And  there's  little  lefs  to  fce  faid,  in  re(pe&  of  the 
Mufti,  who  was  the  Chief  of  thofe  who  betray 'd  their 
Mailer,  Sultan  Ibrahim.  To  tell  thee  my  Refent- 
ments,  I  am  heartily  forry  for  all  the  Reft  ;  But  to 
thofe  who  were  concerned  in  that  Treafon,  there  feems 
no  Pity  due.  And  the  Mufti  may  thank  6  OD  and 
his  good  Stars,  that  his  Life  went  not  with  the  Others. 
They  report  here,  he  is  fled  into  Egypt. 

But  what  was  that  Gelff  djfen,  who  headed  this 
Rabble  of  Mutineers  ?  I  have  heard  Nothing  of 
him,  before  the  Intelligence  I  receiv'd  of  his  fud- 
den  Rife,  and  equally  precipitate  Fall,  during  this 
Tumult.  He  was,  I  fuppofe,  fome  paflionate  Fool, 
of  an  ill  contriv'd  Midriff,  which  us'd  to  make  a 
Quarrel  between  his  Heart  and  his  Spleen  :  And 
from  this  inteftine  Broil,  he  habitually  learn'd  the 
Way  to  fet  People  together  by  the  Ears.  A  po- 
pular Man,  an  Incendiary,  and  one  that  knew 
now  to  wheedle  the  Vulgar  to  his  own  Ruin. 
Who  can  give  an  Account  of  thefe  Things  ?  Or, 
Who  can  unravel  the  Web  of  Deftiny  ?  Though 
there's  Nothing  fhange  in  this  particular  Cafe,  yet 
in  the  general  'tis  prodigious,  that  fuch  little  In- 
ftrumems  fhould  be  able  to  give  fo  terrible  a  Shock 
to  the  Frame  of  an  ancient  and  mighty  Govern- 
ment ! 

He  was  a  Man  of  no  Fame  or  Character,  and  yet 
for  the  Space  of  two  Moons,  he  may  be  faid  to  com- 
mand the  greatefl  Sovereign  in  the  World,  Sole  Pro- 
prietor of  Fame  and  Honour.  And  had  he  pufli'd 
on  his  Intereil,  'tis  not  improbable,  but  that  he 

might 
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might  have  exalted  himfelf  above  his  Mafter,  and 
fecured  his  Poft  againll  all  After-claps.  For  ac- . 
cording  to  my  Intelligence,  he  had,  during  the  Se- 
dition heap'd  together  prodigious  Sums  of  Mo- 
ney, the  Prefents  of  Bafiu*,  and  ether  Minijlen  of 
the  Porte,  who  all  ador'd  this  new-rifing  Comet,  and 
fought  his  Proceftion  and  Favour  again fl  the  bar- 
barous Rabble.  But  it  feems  he  was  infatuated 
with  too  much  Glory,  and  conficer'd  not  that  eve- 
ry Body  watches  all  Opportunities  and  Cccafions 
to  ruin  him  :  And  that  his  very  Followers  would 
be  the  firil  to  betray  him,  as  foon  as  the  Hurry  of 
their  Infurreftion  was  over.  This  generally  happens 
to  a  1  Ringleaders  of  forties.  When  once  the  Spi- 
rits of  a  I  aft ion  are  fpent,  the  Lees,  (which  confift  of 
Regret  and  Confufion)  are  difcharg'd  on  thofe  who 
firft  fermented  them,  mix'd  with  the  Revenge  of  the 
State. 

There  are  Abundance  of  Grcst  and  Brave  Men 
gone  :  But  the  old  Negidber  was  of  their  Council, 
and  he  brought  them  to  Ruin,  as  he  did  the  Cords  of 
Mecca,  when  they  confpired  againft  the  Life  of  the 
Prophet.  This  Devil  cnter'd  the  Temple  (where  they 
were  afembled)  in  the  Shape  cf  an  ancient  Man,  de- 
crepid  and  leaning  on  a  Crutch  :  And  when  he  was 
commanded  to  witndraw,  he  told  them,  IL  ivat  a 
Senicr,  ikho  had ft'en  ail  Ages,  c.nd  remarked  the  Oc- 
currences of  1  ime  ',  that  he  was  exfert  in  unfolding  Sc- 
certs,  ar.drendtrirg  difficult  Things  eafy.  In  a  Word, 
He  ufcd  fo  many  plaufible  Infmuation*,  that  they 
admitted  him  into  their  Affembly.  But  none  of  their 
Counfels  rrofper'd. 

That  malicious  Daemon  is  often  prefent  in  the  Ca- 
bals of  leditious  Men ;  and  though  they  iee  him  not, 
yet  he  fcarcely  undermines  their  Plots,  and  brings 
'tm  to  Sh?.me  and  Puniihment.  For  he  is  the  Spi- 
rit of  Envy;  and  though  he  be  him fe!/ a  Rebel,  and 
the  Ringleader  of  a  fraction  in  the  Kingdcm  ef  the 
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Air ;  yet  fuch  is  his  fpiteful  Nature,  that  he  feiciom 
fuffers  any  Rebellion  to  thrive  on  Earth  :  Not  for 
any  Love  that  he  bears  to  Government  but  becaufe 
he  delights  to  be  adtive  in  Mifchief,  be  it  what  it  will; 
and  the  Guardian  Spirits  will  not  fuffer  him  to  mix 
with  the  eftablim'd  Divans  of  an  Empire. 

The  All-good  GOD  preferve  thee  from  the  Malice 
of  wicked  D&mons,  that  always  hover  about  Trea- 
lures  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

Paris,  zzd  of  the  yth  Mso*t 
of  the  Tear  1656. 


LETT  E  R    XIX. 
To  the  fame. 

TH  E  Troubles  of  the  Sublime  Porte  touched 
me  fo  nearly,  and  embark'd  my  Soul  in  fuch 
a  Tempeft  of  felicitous  Thoughts  and  Anxieties  for 
the  Honour  and  Safety  of  the  Ofman  Empire,  that  I 
had  no  Leifure  to  think  of  my  own  particular  Ha- 
zards, whilil  I  was  writing  the  other  Letter.  Yet  I 
have  been  engulph'd  in  Abundance  of  vexatious  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  perilous  Accidents. 

It  generally  happens,  that  when  ome  Misfortune 
befals  a  Man,  it  brings  a  Train  along  with  it.  So 
that  at  fome  Seafons  we  feem  to  be  befieg'd  with 
Evils,  or  at  leaft,  fo  clofely  block 'd  up  by  an  Army 
of  Calamities,  that  there  is  no  Paflage  left  open,  ei- 
ther for  Relief  or  Intelligence. 

So  has  it  fared  with  me  of  late,  and  with  Thou- 
fands  of  others,  I  doubt  not,  in  this  populous  Ci- 
ty. The  Rebellion  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  is  the 
Occafion  of  all  this.  For  the  King  having  fomc 
Reafons  to  apprehend  a  Secret  Confpiracy  of  the 
Prince's  Friends  and  Well-wifhers  in  Parti,  and  other 
G  Peaces 
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Place  has  caufed  a  very  {evere  Scrutiny  to  be  made 
of  all  Strangers  and  Sojourners.  The  SoubetJhTs  or 
Officers,  go  to  every  Houfe  within  their  Precinct,  ta- 
king down  the  Names  of"  all  the  Inhabitants  in  Wri- 
ting, and  feizing  the  Perfons  of  thofe  whom  they  fuf- 
pedt  The  Prifom  are  filled  with  People  of  all  Ranks, 
and  the  Nobles  are  fent  to  the  Caftle  in  the  Wood  of 
Vincienncs.  'Tis  laid,  the  King  has  a  Lift  of  many 
Thoufands  of  Ccndis  Party  in  Paris,  who  defign'd, 
on  a  prefix'd  Day,  to  take  up  Arms  for  that  Prince, 
and  that  their  Example  would  have  been  followed  all 
over  the  Kingdom. 

GOD  knows  what  is  in  the  Hearts  of  thefe  Infidds  ." 
I  am  fure  Mabmut  is  wholly  a  Stranger  to  their 
Plots.  Tho'  lad  Year  I  receiv'd  certain  Inftuctiohl 
from  the  Vizir  dzem,  commanding  me  to  ac~l  fecretly 
in  the  Prince  of  Quote's  Behalf,  to  abet  the  Fafiio':, 
r.nd  ufe  all  the  Endeavours  and  Art  I  could,  to  raife 
a  new  Party  for  him  among  the  Courtiers,  But  I 
wav'd  fo  dangerous  an  Employment,  by  propofing 
to  him  the  valt  Expences  it  would  require,  and  the: 
Necelfiiy  of  fending  fome  extraordinary  EmbafTy  to 
this  Court,  to  countenance  the  Bufmefs.  To  tell  the 
Truth,  I  efteem'd  it  a  Thing  impracticable,  and  a 
mere  Caprice  of  that  active  B.-/a  who  had  a  natural 
Kindnefs  for  Hcbcls,  and  delighted  to  have  a  Hand 
in  difficult  Undertakings,  whether  there  was  any 
Likelihood  of  Succefs  or  not. 

Put  he  is  dead,  and  let  that  atone  for  all  his  Re- 
bellions, when  he  had  the  Command  of  Aleppo.  1  love 
not  to  load  the.  Departed  Souls  witk  Ac,cufaiions. 
What  I  have  to  fay  is  in  my  own  Vindication,  who 
could  not  approve  his  politick  Cbimrra :  In  regard, 
had  it  fuccetde'd,  no  Profit  or  Advantage  would 
from  thence  arife  to  the  Ottcman  Empire  :'  And  had 
it  been  difcoVer'd,  not  only  1,  and  ail  the  Secrets  of 
my  Commifiion  would  have  laid  open  to  the  A/HA. 
but  alfo  it  would  have  been  an  eiernal  Difhonourand 

Blenriih 
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B!cmifa  to  the  High  Refplenc'cnt  Psrte,  to  be  found 
guilty  of  violating,  infome  notorious  a  Manner,  the 
Faith  it  had  given  to  the  molt  ancient  and  puiiTant. 
Monarchy  among  the  Natsartaft. 

Befides,  I  know  not  but  this  Minifterhad  a  Private 
Grudge  againft  me,  for  accnfing  him  formerly  to 
the  Dimz,  when  he  held  Correfpondence  wiu  the 
Venetians  ;  And  that  he  ftudied  this  Way  to  be  re- 
veng'd,  by  employing  me  in  an  Affair,  which  muft 
needs  be  my  Ruin.  Ho.vevn-,  I  think  I  had  Reafon 
to  be  cautions,  and,  •  cftheworft.  This 

made  me  difpatch  to  hi  rer,  full  of  fpecious 

Umbrages,  feemlng  to  approve  his  Defign,  bat  en- 
tangling  it  with  facii  Difii  :ul:3cs,  a.s  would  divert  him 
fro^  farcher  Thou^lu.-.  of  ir. 

Yet,  after  all,  I  iuive  been  really  brought  into 
Danger,  en  the  b"re  Sufpicion  of  being  concern'd 
on  the  Prince  of  C^-.Tt's  Side;  by  which  thou  may 'ft 
guefsar  the  Confequencc,  had  I  hearken'd  to  the  Fi- 
xir\  Advice. 

One  Morning  early,  the  Officers  appointed  for  this 
Purpofe,  enter'd  my  Chamber:  And  having  demanded 
my  Name,  Eufmefs,  and  Quality,  I  anfwer'd,  My 
Name  nvns  Titus  Durlach  Niciki  ;  but  that  fcr 
Shorlnrf:,  and  to  dcruij  tny  Country y  I  was  commonly 
called,  Titus  the  Moldavian  ;  and  that  by  this  Name, 
1  injus  ivell  knoivn  to  Cardi'na/'M&ZXfiin,  aslbadbeen 
to  bis  Pndcctjjo?  Richlicu,  rr.d  otb  r  Courtiers  of 
great  Quality.  I tvld  tl-sm  like-i-jlfc,  tbat  I  was  a 
Clerk,  •u-ho  underload  Jomc  Foreign  Languages,  and 
therefore  bad  been  often  employ  d  by  tbofe  Cardinals, 
in  trarJJc.ting  Bocks  out  of  Greek  and  Arabick,  in- 
to Latin  r,rd  French  :  For  v-blcb  Reafon,  being  re' 
tcmmendtd  by  Cardinal  Richlicu,  /  bad  been  intro- 
duced into  the  Acquaintance  of  federal  Nobles,  wbofe 
Children  I  taught  tbofe  Languages :  And  tbit  fime 
of  tberr.  had  •prar.ifcd  tv  make  me  Curate  of  St.  Ste- 
phen V  Cbuicb,  as  fan  as  it  ivxs  vacant. 

G  2  They 
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They  feem'd  to  be  very  well  fatisfied  with  what 
I  faid,  but  told  me  moreover,  They  bad  a  Commif- 
jion  to  fear ch  my  Lodgings  for  Arntit  and'Tteifonuble 
Papen. 

It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  Horror  I  was  in, 
when  I  faw  them  go  roundly  to  work,  prying  into 
every  Corner,  and  fearching  my  Trunks,  Coffers, 
and  even  my  Beditfelf.  Not  that  I  had  any  Guilt  up- 
on me  of  concealing  either  Arms  or  Papers,  relating 
to  this  Confpiracy,  but  my  Concern  was  for  my  Box 
of  Letters  to  the  Miniftets  of  the  Porte.  As  for  Arms, 
they  found  no  other  but  an  old  Sword,  which  I  told 
them  I  traveU'd  with  out  of  my  own  Country,  and  a 
Brace  of  Piftols  for  the  fame  Ufe,  to  defend  me  from 
Robbers,  AfTaffins,  and  other  Irjuries. 

Thefe  Fellows  feem'd  mightly  pleas'd  with  the  cu- 
rious Workrnanihip  of  my  Weapons,  furvey'd  them, 
all  over,  and  having  drawn  my  Sword  out  of  the 
Scabbard,  and  made  a  Pafs  or  two  with  it  againfl  the 
Wall,  after  the  French  Mode  of  Fencing,  they  put  it 
up  again,  telling  me,  They  bad  no  Authority  to  take 
tbife  Arms  from  me,  Jince  they  were  necejjary  for  my 
Dt fence.  But  when  they  came  to  my  Box  of  Letters, 
and  faw  them  written  in  a  ftrange  Character,  which 
none  of  them  could  read,  they  began  to  look  on  one 
another,  and  change  their  Countenance,  as  if  there 
were  fome  dangerous  Matter  contain'd  in  thefe  Pa- 
pers, and  therefore  writ  in  Cyphers. 

They  went  afide,  to  one  End  of  the  Chamber, 
whifpering  together,  and  nodding  their  Heads,  with 
ail  the  Symptoms  of  Jealoufy.  At  length,  I  in- 
turrupting  them,  faid,  You  need  not,  Genthmen,  be 
c  intern  d  ahout  thife  Paper} ;  They  were  left  with 
me  ly  a  Merchantman  of  n:y  Acquaintance,  and 
they  are  Letters  of  Corrcfpcndence,  bet-ween  him  and 
fame  of  his  Bretbirn  at  Rome,  Venice,  Amfterdam, 
and  ether  Places  in  Europe.  ''TV/  therefore  they 
tire  written  in.  a,  Cbarafitrt  which  to  you  appear i 
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grange,  it  being  Hebrew,  the  National  Language  of 
the  Jews.  They  contain  only  Matters  of  Traffic  k, 
being  Letters  of  Mart  and  Exchange :  For  you  know 
the  Jews  are  the  great  eft  Merchants,  Brokers,  and 
Bankers  in  the  World. 

Thefe  Words,  with  fome  Gold  which  I  gave  them, 
difpers'd  all  their  Supicions,  cleared  up  iheir  cloudy 
Brows,  and  turrfd  their  Frowns  into  Smiles,  and 
complimental  Addrefles.  They  told  me,  I<wnsa 
very  boneft  Man,  and  they  would  do  me  what  Service 
they  could.  So  bid  me  adieu. 

By  this  thou  may'ft  fee  the  mighty  Power  of  tffet 
charming  Metal,  which  commands  all  Things.  For, 
whatever  I  could  havefaid  without  that,  had  been  in- 
fignificant.  But  thefe  Idolaters  melted  into  an  Indif- 
ference at  the  firfl  Sight  of  glittering  Pijiohs  ;  aed 
when  I  had  once  rendered  them  thus  ductiiej  'twas 
eafy  to  frame  them  to  the  moft  devout  Appearance  of 
Refped  and  Friendfhip.  They  promifed  and  fwore 
no  Hurt  mould  be  done  me. 

But  I  knew  the  Ficklenefs  of  Human  Fidelity  bet- 
ter, than  to  rej>ofe  any  great  Confidence  in  thefe  Mens 
Words.  As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  I  convey 'd  my 
Letters  to  Eliachim,  who  could  eafily  conceal  them, 
in  any  private  Corner  of  his  Houfe,  deiiring  him  to 
furnim  me  with  fome  Letters  of  different  Concerns 
written  in  Hebrew,  that  if  thefe  Searchers  mould 
come  again,  and  demand  a  Second  View  of  my  Box, 
perhaps  with  Defign  to  carry  it  to  fome  Minitter  of 
State,  I  might  have  thofe  Hebrew  Difpatches  ready  to 
(hew,  which  being  put  in  the  fame  Box,  would 
not  be  known  from  the  other,  by  fuch  ignorant 
Fellows,  to  whom  Hebrenv,  Arabick,  and  Cbincje, 
were  all  alike,  and  fo  I  fhould  be.  acquitted  from  all 
future  Trouble  of  this  Nature. 

And   this  Event  anfwer'd  my   Expectation  :  For 

within  three  Days,  the  fame  Men  came  again,  with 

Others  in  their  Company,  pretending  they  had  frefh 

G   3  Warrants 
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Warrants,  and  were  fworn  to  be  impartial.  Where- 
fore I  was  forc'd  to  attend  them,  \vhilft  they  carried 
both  me  and  my  Box  before  a  Cadi,  or  Judge,  who 
having  examin'd  very  ftri&ly  concerning  my  Name, 
Country,  Religion  and  other  Matters,  and  feeming 
well  fatisfy'd  with  all  my  Anfwers,  at  laft  fent  for  a 
Prieft  well  vers'd  in  the  Helrfw  Toague  ;  ordering 
him  to  perufe  the  Letters ;  which  when  he  had  done, 
he  affur'd  the  Cadi,  that  there  was  not  a  Word  in  any 
of  them  relating  to  the  State,  being  purely  Matters  of 
private  Contracts,  and  Bargains  between  Merchant- 
Correfp  ondents,  with  Bills  of  Lading,  csV.  So  1  had 
my  Box  of  Sham-Letters  reftor'd  to  me  again,  and, 
was  honourably  difmifs'd. 

Yet  tho'  this  Storm  was  foon  blown  over,  I  was 
very  near  running  on  Rocks  and  Sands,  through  the 
Perlecution  of  thy  Predeceflbr  Kienan  Bafl'a,  and  Ki- 
fur  Dramelec,  with  many  others  in  the  Seraglio :  The 
firft  keeping  from  me  the  Penjion  allowed  by  the  Grand 
Seignior ;  the  fecend,  either  (ending  me  no  Intelli- 
gence, or  elfe  baffling  me  with  trifling  News,  no- 
thing to  the  Purpofe  ;  the  reft,  afperfing  me  to  the 
Minifters  of  the  Divan. 

I  defire  thee  to  fend  me  the  Arrears  that  are  behind 
for  the  Space  of  Nineteen  Moons,  as  thou  wilt  find  in 
the  Stgtfter  of  the  Hajha.  Had  it  not  been  for  Elia- 
ekim,  that  hone  ft  Jew,  I  fliould  have  been  ruin'd  in 
this  Place  for  Want  of  Money. 

I  need  not  fay  more  to  thee,  who  know'ft  that 
Goldis  the  Grand  Talifman,  which  works  all  the  Mi- 
racles in  the  World. 

Paris,  22d  of  the  7th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1656. 

fhe  End  of  the  SECOND  Book. 
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LETTER    I. 
To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

WWO  can  penetrate  into  the  myfierl- 
ous     Conduft    of    Dcjliny  :     Whether 
GOD   governs  this  Werld  by  the  In- 
fluence  of  the  Stars,    or  by  the  Mi- 
niftry     of    Spirits,     or     by    his     own     immediate 
Power  ?    Or  whether  all  Things   did   not   proceed 
from  Ckance,  and  are  fti'.l   rul'd  by  the  fame  ?  fie  it 
how    it    will,    there    remains    fomething    adorable. 
Even  that   Chance  itfelf,  fuppofing  Epicuuti's   Opi- 
nion true,  is  worthy  of  Supreme  Honours   and   Sacri- 
fices,  which   has,    with  fuch  exquifne  Luck,    per- 
forra'd  all  the  Parts  of  infinite  Wiiclom,  and  Fore- 
G  4  caft 
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cad  in  forming  and  preferving  the  Umverfe.  Were 
1  a  Difciple  of  that  Philofcpher,  every  Morning  when 
I  beheld  the  Rifing  Sun,  and  at  IvJid-Day,  when  I 
faw  him  climb  the  Meridian,  and  in  the  Evening 
when  he  takes  his  Conge  of  this  upper  World,  to  vi- 
fit  our  Antipodes,  would  I  with  profound  Venera- 
tion cry  out,  O  eternal  Chance  !  O  omnipotent  Cafu- 
a/ty  /  O  zncomprehexjible  Biindnefi  1  I  a  flare  thee,  I 
burn  Intenfe  to  tbce-,  and  do  all 'Things,  which  the  dul- 
ler Serf  of  Mortals  think,  are  only  due  to  an  All-iutfe, 
All-good,  and  an  All-mighty  GOD  !  Thus  would  I 
addrefs  to  that  infinite  /V/-M77  of  Atoms,  could  I 
believe  with  Epicurus,  that  from  fuch  an  inconceive- 
able  Hurly-Bttrfy,  proceeded  all  this  admirable  Beauty 
and  Order  which  we  behold. 

Thou  wilt  perceive  by  this,  that  I  am  religioufly 
difpofed  ;  and  rather  than  not  adore  feme  Supremt 
3eing,  I  would  make  a  Deity  of  that  which  to  others 
is  the  Fountain  of  Atbeifm*  And  I  think  there  is 
R«afon  on  my  Side.  For,  let  this  World  be  pro- 
duced how  it  will,  whether  by  the  cafual  Concourfe 
of  Atom,  or  by  the  delibrate  AS  of  an  eternal 
Mind  !  Whether  it  be  eternally  Self-exiftent,  accord- 
ing to  the  Stoifkt,  or  by  the  genuine  Refuk  of  the 
divine  Ideas,  as  the  Platonifls  fay  ;  it  is  but  juft  that 
we  fhould  pay  the  moft  devout  and  grateful  Ac- 
knowledgements to  the  Source  of  fo  ma*ny  immenfe 
Prodigies  and  Wonders. 

But  then,  What  lhall  we  fay  for  all  die  EVIL 
that  appears  in  the  World  ?  That  there  is  fuch  a 
Thing  as  EVIL  fcatter'd  up  and  down  through 
all  the  Ranks  of  Beings,  and  as  it  were  blended  and 
riyetted  in  their  very  Effences,  is  manifeft  at  firij 
View  ;  and  every  Man  has  his  Share  of  this  Epide- 
mical Contagion.  But  whence  it  proceeds,  Who 
can  inform  me  ;  I  am  not  the  Firft  that  have  alk'd 
the  Queftion.  Many  Years  ago,  the  Inquifitive  World 
was  bufy  in  Searching  out  the  Root  of  EVIL.  And 

there 
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there  were  almoft  as  many  Opinions  about  it,  as  there 
were  Nations  on  the  Earth. 

Some  afieit,  That  all  EVIL  came  out  of  the 
North  :  Others  derive  it  from  the  South ;  as  if  the 
Two  Poles  were  the  Centers,  and  Natives  Seats  of 
this  Malady  of  the  World.  But  fhefe  feem  to  be 
Men  of  fhort  Difcourfe,  and  (hallow  Reafon,  fu- 
pinely  Credulous,  and  wilHng  to  take  up  with  any 
Thing  rather  than  to  be  at  the  Pains  of  attentive 
Contemplation. 

Yet  this  Opinion  has  fo  far  prevail'd  in  thefe  Weft- 
ern  Parts,  that  the  Nazarene  Priefts,  when  they  Ce» 
lebrate  their  Mafs,  ftand  on  the  North  Side  of  the 
Altar  at  the  Reading  of  the  Gofpel,  turning  their 
Back  to  that  Quarter  of  the  World.  And  the  Rea- 
fon they  give  for  this  Ceremony  is,  Becaafe  in  the 
Written  Law  it  is  faid,  Out  of  the  North  comes  all 
EVIL.  I  have  heard  them  ferioufly  maintain  this 
Argument.  But  GOD  knows  whether  there  be  any 
fuch  Place  in  the  Written  Laiu,  or  no  ;  or,  if  there 
be,  whether  it  muft  be  takea  in  this  Senfe.  Yet  I 
»uft  confefs,  the  Romans  have  fome  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve it,  having  experimentally  felt  a  great  Deal  of 
EVIL  from  the  Northern  Goths  and  Vundah,  who, 
in  former  Ages,  rufh'd  eut  of  their  frozen  Regi- 
ons, and  came  down  like  a  Torrent  upon  Italy, 
and  other  Parts  of  Europe,  making  Havock  of  all 
Things  Civil  and  Sacred.  And  if  this  be  the  Ground 
of  their  Ceremony,  they  have  greater  Reafon  now  t<3 
change  their  Station,  and  turn  their  Backs  to  the 
South-Raft,  having  been  much  more  fatally  handled 
by  the  vi&orious  Muff.  Imans. 

The  ancient  Parisians  held,  That  there  were  Tiuo 
Principles,  or  Sources  of  all  Things,  viz.  GOOD 
and  EVIL;  and  that  there  has  been  an  eternal 
Quarrel  between  them  ;.  but  in  the  End,  they  fay, 
the  G  O  O  D  fliall  get  the  Victory,  and  exterminate 
the  EVIL  :  This  Opinion  was  embraced  by  a 
C  5  S<*, 
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Sefis  of  Chrijlians,  whom  they  call  Manichees.  The 
Founder  of  that  Sedt  was  a  Perjian  by  Birth  :  His 
Name  was  Manes,  a  very  learned  Man,  as  Records 
of  the  £<7/?teftify  ;  yet  the  Cbrijiiant  rank  him  among 
the  moft  pernicious  Henticks.  He  taught,  That  Wine 
nvas  the  Blood  of  Devils  :  and  therefore  forbid  it  to 
his  Followers,  He  alfo  prohibited  theFleih  of  Ani- 
mals. This  he  learn'd  from  the  Priefts  of  Egypt, 
where  he  refided  a  confiderable  Time. 
'  But  to  return  to  the  Sentiments  of  Men,  concern- 
ing the  Origin  of  EVIL.  There  are  fome  who  af- 
firm G  O  D  is  the  Author  of  it ;  which  is  not  far 
from  Blafphemy.  Others  fay,  that  when  the  Devils 
were  exterminated  from  the  Earth,  they,  in  Revenge, 
fow'd  the  Seeds  of  EVIL  in  the  Univerfe.  But  that 
of  the  Stoicks  feem  the  moft  plaufible  to  me :  For 
they  aiTerted,  That  nothing  is  EVIL  of  itfelf ;  but, 
that  the  Contrariety,  which  we  behold  in  the  World, 
is  very  good,  and  conduces  to  eilablifh  the  Order 
and  Oeconomy  of  all  Things. 

My  dear  Dgxet,  do  not  efteem  me  an  Atheift,  be- 
caufe  of  the  Liberty  I  take,  in  difcourfing  of  thefe 
mylkrions  Things.  There  are  a  Sort  of  People  here 
in  the  Weft,  Whom  they  call  Det/fs,  that  is,  Men 
profeffing  the  Belief  of  a  GOD,  Creator  of  the 
World,  but  Scepticks  in  all  Things  elfe.  They  have 
no  implicit  Faith  in  liiflorical  Religion,  but  think 
it  the  Part  of  Men,  as  they  are  endu'd  with  Reafon, 
to  call  in  Queftion  the  Writings  of  Mortals  like 
themfelves,  though  they  had  the  Character  of  the 
greateit  Prophets.  Thus  they  think  it  no  Sin  to  can- 
vafs  the  Books  of  Mtfcs,  and  the  Hebrew  Prophet;,  the 
Go/pel  of  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary,  .and  the  Alcw.an  of 
Mahomet,  our  Holy  Latu-gi<ver  ;  chufing  what  is 
agreeable  to  Reafon,  and  rcjefting  the  reft  as  fabulous, 
inferted  either  by  the  Craft  of  Men,  or  the  Interlo- 
ping of  the  Devil. 

I 
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I  proteft,  there  appears  to  me  no  Reafon  to  call 
thefe  Men  Atheifts  or  Infidtls.  They  rather  feem  to 
deferve  the  Title  of  Pbiiofopben,  or  Lovers  of  Wif- 
dom  and  Truth.  And  'tis  from  them  I  have  learn M 
this  unwillingnefs  to  nbe  impos'd  on,  in  Matters  of 
Religion,  I  find  them  in  ali  Things  Men  of  great 
Morality  and  Goodnefs,  far  exceeding  the  Zealots. 
of  the  Age,  in  true  Vertue  and  pious  Actions.  •  But 
they  make  no  Noife  of  what  they  do  :  And  whilft 
only  their  Human  Frailties  are  confpicuous  to  all, 
their  Benefa&ions  lie  conceal'd  under  the  Veil  .of  an 
unparalleled  Modefty. 

Such  of  Old  were  the  Aflbciates  of  Zeid  Eb'n 
za,  my  Country-man.  This  was  a  Perfon  of 


an  ardent  Spirit,  and  prodigious  Understanding,  edu- 
cated in  the  Mvjjulmin  L«fw  :  But  when  he  came 
to  thofe  Years,  wherein  Men  ufually  examine  the 
Grounds  of  their  Religion,  he  fought  the  molt 
learned  Men,  and  fuch  as  are  vers'd  in  all  Sciences. 
After  he  had  convers.d  fome  Time  with  (hem,  and 
found  them  to  be  Perfons  of  Integrity,  as  well  as 
Men  of  Senfe,  he  propos'd  to  them  the  Conveni- 
ence of  frequent  Clubs  among  themfelves,  where 
they  might,  wiih  an  unrei'frained  Freedom,  dif- 
courfe  of  all  Things,  and  being  united  in  an  in- 
violable FriendiLip,  might  improve  oae  another's 
Knowledge  and  Virtue,  without  regarding  the 
Legends  and  Harangues  of  the  Moliah's.  This  Society 
compos'd  Fifty  Books  of  ib  many  federal  Kinds  of 
Science,  that  they  c-li'd  them  Echiusnoflapba,  or 
the  Writings  of  the  Sincere  Fraternity,  concealing 
their  Names.  They  treated  of  Human  and  Di- 
vine Matters,  without  Referve,  or  Caution  ;  aflert- 
ing  that  the  Muffiilmait  R-ligion  was  corrun'ed  and 
alienated  from  it's  firft  Jnftitution,  having  iu-.blbcd 
many  Errors ;  and  that  there  was  no  Way  to  re'.'.ore 
it  to  its  primitive  Purity,  but  by  .joining  to  u  the 
fbilofophj  of  the  Ancients,  In  a  Word,  tixey  endea- 
G  6  '  vour'4 
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vour'd  to  reform  whatever  was  amifs  in  the  Dodlrines 
and  Manners  of  the  Faithful,  by  reducing  both  to 
the  Standard  of  Reafon 

I  know  not  whether  thou  wilt  approve  or  diftike 
their  Enterprife.  But  I  am  fure,  thou  art  fenfible, 
as  well  as  I,  that  there  are  Bigots  among  the  Followers 
of  the  Prophet,  and  that  thofe  deferve  Correftion. 
The  Devil  will  iet  his  Foot  in  the  Temple  of  GOD  : 
But  do  not  thou  follow  his  Steps.  If  thou  do,  He 
that  made  the  Devil,  fetch  thee  back  again. 


Paris,  jeth  of  the  7th  Moon, 
vf  the  Year  1656. 


LETTER    II. 

To  the  Nazin  Efchref,  or  Prince  of  the 
Emirs,  at  tbt  Port?. 

THE  Chrijlian  fay,  'Tis  an  Argument  of 
GOD's  Love  when  he  chaftifes  them  :  There- 
fore they  have  no  Reafon  to  be  peevifti,  or  call  it  an 
Effeft  of  his  Anger,  that  a  difmal  Plague  is  broke  out 
in  the  Territories  of  the  Pope,  the  Kingdom  of  Na- 
j>/es,  and  other  Parts  of  Italy.  This  Contagion  rages 
fo  vehemently  in  Rome,  the  Capital  City  of  the  Wejl- 
ern  Naxarenes,  that  above  an  Hundred  Thoufand 
Perfons  of  fevcrd  Ranks  have  forfaken  the  Place. 
The  Poj>es  Pafoce  is  fhut  up,  and  no  Accel's  granted 
to  any,  not  even  to  foreign  AmbafTadors,  without 
great  Precaution  ;  and  then  none  of  their  Retinue  are 
admitted  with  them. 

*Tis  faid,  Seventeen  Hundred  die  daily  in  that 
City,  and  Six  Thoufand  a  Day  in  N^-lcs.  Nay,  in 
fane  Places,  the  Living  are  fcarce  fufficient  to 

bury 
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bury  the  Dead.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  to 
prevent  the  Spreading  of  the  Infection  in  his  Territo- 
ries, has  forbid  all  Intercourfe  between  his  Subjefts, 
and  thofe  of  Pope,  neither  will  lie  permit  fo  much 
as  a  Nuncio  to  pafs  through  his  Dominions. 

This  Mortality  has  frighted  Queen  Chrlftlna  from 
"Rome.  She  has  fent  to  defire  Paffes  of  the  Duke  of 
Sa<voy,  and  other  Princes  defigning  for  France.  She 
is  already  on  her  Voyage ;  having  been  prefented  by 
the  Pope  with  Ten  Thoufand  Crowns,  to  defray  the 
Expences  of  her  Travels.  Here  are  great  Prepara- 
tions making  for  her  Reception;  the  King  having 
fent  Orders  to  all  the  Governors  of  Towns  and  Pro- 
vinces through  which  fhe  muft  pafs,  to  receive  and 
entertain  her  with  a  Magnificence  due  to  her  Sovereign 
Dignity,  and  worthy  of  the  French  Grandeur  and 
Hofpitality. 

In  the  mean  Time,  this  Court  is  in  a  fullen  Hu- 
mour, by  Reafon  of  a  late  great  Lofs  they  have  fuf- 
fered  at  VattmitMut  in  Planners.  This  Place  was 
befiegVi  by  the  French  at  the  beginning  of  this  Cam- 
paign, but  was  reliev'd  by  the  Spaniards  this  Moon, 
who  kill'd  above  a  Thoufand  Men  on  the  Spot,  took 
Five  Thoufand  Prifoners,  with  all  their  Cannon  and 
Baggage.  Among  the  Cap'ives  of  Note,  is  the 
Martial  de  Ferto  Sencterre,  General  of  the  French 
Army.  The  Names  of  the  others  are  wanting. 
Marefchal  de  Turenne  himfelf  very  narrowly  eicap'd 
by  timely  withdrawing  his  Brigade  from  th_-  <'ight, 
for  which  fome  fligmatize  him  with  Cowardice, 
and  Treachery  ;  whillt  others  affirm,  he  a'ted  the 
Part  of  a  prudent  Captain  in  thus  retreating,  ftnca 
is  was  impoffible  to  rciiore  the  Batcle  with  uny  Suc- 
cefs. 

i  rom  Swed:n  we  hear,  that  the  Elector  of  San- 
daibutgk  lias  enter'd  into  a  League  with  the  King  of 
Sweet:-?!,  by  which  bocn  their  Armies  are  united 
againft  the  King  cf  Poland:  And  'tis  laid,  their 
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firft  Defign  will  be  upon  Dantzick.  That  Country 
is  in  a  horrid Confufion,- the  Nobles,  Gentry,  and 
Boors,  being  all  in  Arms  ;  fome  deferring  their  So- 
vereign, others  adhering  to  his  Interest.  King  Ca- 
Jtmir  has  inverted  Warfaw  with  an  Army  of  Forty 
Thoufand  Men.  In  the  mean  Time,  the  Hollanders 
have  fent  a  great  Fleet  of  Ships  of  War  into  the 
Baltick  Sea ;  bat  to  what  End  is  not  known,  nor 
what  Part  they  will  take,  whether  the  Swedes  or  Poles. 
Yet,  the  latter  hope  for  great  Affiftance  from  them, 
there  having  been  lately  fome  JYlifunderfhnding  be- 
tween the  Dutch  and  the  Sivcttts,  The  Mufcovitcs 
alfo  have  enter'd  Po/atidwith  a  numerous  Army,  and 
the  Tartars  are  coining  with  another,  to  the  Aid  of 
King  Cajimir. 

Thus  is  Po/flWbecome  the  Stage  of  a  moft  terrible 
War  ;  and  which  Side  foever  gets  the  Victory,  that 
unhappy  Country  will  be  near  ruin'd. 

Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna,  and  a  pri- 
vate Agent  for  the  Grand  Seignior,  fends  me  Word, 
that  the  Emperor  of  Germany  hath  an  Army  of 
Thirty  Thoufand  Foot,  and  Twelve  Thoufand  Horfe 
in  Silffia,  who  are  to  join  with  the  Moftovites, 
and  do  fome  confiderable  Aclion  againft  the  Swedes, 
whofe  continual  Victories,  and  growing  Greatnefs, 
gives  Jealoufy  to  tothofe  puiiTant  Monarchs.  He  in- 
forms me  farther,  that  the  Emperor  has  difpatch'd 
a  Courier  to  the  Prince  of  Tranfyl'vania,  with  In- 
ftruclions  and  Letters,  to  engage  him  to  a  Neutra- 
lity. 

But  the  young  RagofJ&i  is  as  wild  as  Father,  and 
hates  to  be  led  by  the  Nofe. 

Thou  may 'ft  inform  the  Minifters  of  the  Divert, 
that  Adonai  the  Jeia  is  dead  of  the  Plague  in  Rome, 
having  firft  taken  Care  to  tranfmit  to  me  all  the  Pa- 
pers which  concern  the  tnyjieri&us  Porte. 

This  CouJt,  at  preient,  is  at  a  Place  call'd  La  Fere 
in  Picardy  ;  a  Province  bordering  on  Flanders.  From 

whence 
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whence  there  may  be  a  more  frequent  Intercourfe  be- 
tween the  King  and  his  Camp. 

Prince  of  the  Holy  Line,  I  have  fent  thee  all  the 
News  that  is  itirring  at  this  Juncture,  faving  fome 
trivial  Matters  which  are  not  worth  a  MuJ'utmans 
Knowledge,  much  lefs  thine,  who  art  diitinguifhed 
from  the  Croud  of  True  Believer),  by  wearing  the  Sa- 
cred Colour  of  the  Prophet. 

Pane,  joth  of  the  jth  Mobn, 
of  the  Year  1656. 


LETTER    III. 
?o  Melee  Amet. 

HERE  has  been  a  ftrange  Accident  lately,  not 
^^  many  Leagues  from  Paris,  which  has  occa- 
fioned  various  Difcourfes,  and  put  the  Pliilofophers 
upon  a  new  Scrutiny.  One  Morning  a  certain  Pea- 
fant  or  Farmer,  walking  over  his  Lands,  as  his  Cu- 
ftom  is,  to  number  his  Sheep,  and  other  Cattle, 
mifs'd  a  Barn,  or  Store-Houfe,  which  flood  in  a  Field 
at  fome  Diftance  from  his  Habitation.  Surprized  at 
this,  he  haften'd  toward  the  Place  where  he  fa\v 
it  but  the  Night  before :  When,  to  his  no  fmall 
Ailonifhment,  he  perceiv'd,  that  not  only  the  Barn, 
but  a  great  Part  of  the  Field  wherein  it  was  built, 
was  funk  into  the  Earth.  He  immediately  ran  and 
call'd  feme  of  his  near  Neighbours,  to  behold  this 
ftrange  Spectacle  :  And  the  Fame  of  it  fpread 
all  over  the  Country.  Divers  learned  and  ingeni- 
ous Perfons  have  been  there,  to  make  Obfervations 
of  this  Accident.  But  rone  dares  venture  near 
enough  to  the  Ckafm,  to  look  down  into  it ;  be- 
caufe  the  Earth  continues  breaking  and  falling  in, 

which 
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•which  makes  a  Noife  like  the  Salvo's  of  the  Janizx- 
ries,  when  the  Grand  Seignior  vifits  the  Arfenal. 

One  would  conclude  by  thefe  uncommon  Symp- 
toms, that  the  Earth  grows  ancient  and  weak,  that 
her  inward  Strength  and  Vigour  decays,  and  that  we 
are  every  where  in  Danger  of  being  fwallow'd  up.  I 
have  not  Time  to  write  more,  it  being  Midnight, 
and  the  Poft  ready  to  go. 

The  Almighty  and  All  -good  GOD  have  thee  in  his 
Holy  Protedlion. 

Paris,  joth  of  the  yth  Mot*, 
of  the  Tear  1656. 


LETTER    1^ 

To  Zornezan   Muilapha,    Beglerbeg   of 
Erzram. 

I  Will  ftill  congratulate  thy  Happinefs  even  in  thi$ 
laft  Change  of  thy  Fortune  ;  which,  though  it  be 
a  Kind  of  Defcent  from  the  more  lofty  Stations  thou 
haft  poffeffed  in  the  Ofman  Empire,  yet  'tis  attended 
with  honourable  Circumftances,  and  an  inviolable  Se- 
curity. Thou  art  not  out  of  the  Sultan's  Favour, 
banimed  to  Egypt,  and  confined  to  a  narrow  Penfion 
during  thy  Life,  as  has  been  the  Fate  of  feveral 
Grandees  :  But  thou  art  withdrawn  from  the  Intrigues 
cf  State,  the  Foils  of  War,  and  the  Plots  of  a  Cour- 
tier's Life,  to  the  fweet  Retirements  of  the  Country^ 
the  peaceable  PofleiTion  of  a  rich  and  fertile  Province, 
where  thou  may'it  pafs  thy  Days  in  an  uncontroulable 
Eafe  and  Felicity. 

I  am  not  furprized  at  the  Fall  of  fo  many  Great 
Men  at  the  Porte,  nor  do  I  much  regret  the  Death  of 
thofe  who  were  known  Enemies  to  the  Government  : 

Yet 
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Yet  is  troubles  me  to  think,  how  the  Brave  and 
the  Loyal  had  their  innocent  Blood  mingled  with 
that  of  Traitors  and  Villains.  But  thefe  Things  are 
unavoidable  in  popular  JnfurrecYions,  when  the  So- 
vereign is  comptlFd  to  facrifice  to  the  Mul  itude, 
whomfoever  they  require.  Thus  fell  the  illuflrioas 
Soljman,  among  the  Criminal  Eunuchs,  tho'hehim- 
felf  was  free  from  Stain :  But  he  was  a  Negro,  and  that 
was  his  Ruin ;  for  the  Malecontems  could  not  difcern 
the  fair  Qualities  of  his  Soul. 

Curfe  on  the  Fool  Cbaban  Kalfa,  and  double  Cur- 
fes  on  his  rampant  Wife  MulUy  Kudin,  who  gave 
the  nrft  Occafion  to  all  this  Diforder,  and  Spoil 
of  noble  Blood.  I  remember  the  honeft  Solyman 
gave  me  once  a  Hint  of  the  Feminine  Debauche- 
ries praclifed  in  the  Queen  Mother's  Apartment: 
But  he  fpoke  of  it  with  fo  much  Modefty  and  Refervc, 
that  it  hardly  made  any  Impreffion  on  me  at  that 
Time  :  ©therwife  I  mould  have  imparted  it  to  the 
Vizir  Azem,  or  fome  other  Minifter  of  the  Divan  ; 
for  fe  am  I  commanded,  in  Cafes  that  touch  the  Ho- 
nour and  Safety  of  the  Grand  Seignior.  And  I  tell 
thee,  this  was  none  of  the  leaft  Importance.  For  as 
it  appears,  the  Women  were  undermining  the  mofl 
facred  and  firmly  eftablifned  Government  in  the 
World  :  They  were  not  contented  to  wallow  in  their 
own  impious  and  unnatural  Delights,  but  would  have 
fet  themfelves  as  a  Pattern  to  others,  and  by  Degrees 
have  infefted  the  whole  Mujfitlman  Empire  with  a 
new  Species  of  Debauchery :  Which,  as  it  began,  and 
was  carried  on,  by  embezzeling  the  Royal  Treafures, 
felling  of  Places  to  Men  of  no  Merit,  Buffoons,Pimps, 
and  Afies ;  fo  it  would  have  ended  in  enervating  our 
Militia,  corrupting  all  the  Faithful,  and  laying  the 
Empire  naked  to  Infidels. 

How  many  Vizirs,  Cbaimftckatns,  Captain  Baza's, 
and  other  Officer,  have  we  had  kill'd  this  fatal  Year  ? 
among  the  r«ft  I  cannot  but  refledl  on  the  Poifoning 


138       LETTERS  Writ  by      Vol. V. 

of  the  Chiaux  Baffa.  after  he  was  made  Vizir  Axem, 
as  a  Stroke  of  Divine  Juftice,  for  having  embrued 
his  Hands  in  fo  much  Noble  Blood,  when  he  enjoyed 
that  Dignity  once  before.  GOD-  purfues  the  Cruel 
with  invincible  Scourges. 

But  what  was  that  Achmct  Ba/h,  who  took  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Sultans  Domeftick  Troubles,  and  Fo- 
reign Wars,  to  difturb  his  Government  in  AJla,  and 
raiie  a  Rebellion,  which  threatened  even  the  Jmpe- 
jfial  City  itfelf  ?  By  the  Co urfe  of  his  Fortune,  it 
looks,  as  if  he  were  not  contented  with  his  Com- 
mand in  AJia,  and  therefore  took  this  new  cele- 
bra'ed  Method,  to  obtain  a  higher  Dignity,  'viz.  by 
Rebelling  a^ainft  his  Mafter  :  Eife,  why  was  he  made 
BfJ/a  of  the  Sea,  in  the  rcom  of  Ourocs  Kienan  ? 
'I  ne  Bfjfa  of  Aleppo  firil  brought  into  Fafhion  this 
(Jaring  Way  of  growing  Great.  And  if  it  be  thus 
countenanced  by  the  Grand  Seignior,  in  all  Probability, 
he  will  have  Reufon  to  make  i  eace  with  the  Chrijtiani* 
that  he  may  have  Refpite  and  Force  to  employ  againft 
his  own  Subjects. 

Amidft  all  thefe  Things,  nothing  afflifts  me  fo 
much,  as  the  horrible  Lofs  our  Fleet  has  fuftain'd 
at  Sea.  We  have  various  Reports  of  this  Combat ; 
but  in  general,  they  agree,  that  the  Mu/ulmam  have 
loft  Seventy- two  Ships  and  Galleys,  with  an  infinite 
Number  of  Men  ;  that  the  Venetians  have  taken  the 
Ifles  of'Tcnedos  and  Lfmnos,  and  that  they  are  advanc- 
ing to  befige  Conjlantinople.  This  News  is  a  great 
while  in  coming  to  us :  So  that  if  it  be  true,  and  the 
Venetians  purfued  their  Viflory,  for  aught  I  know, 
by  this  Time  the  Imperial  City,  the  Refuge  of  the 
World,  may  be  laid  in  Afh.es. 

I  have  often  propofed  the  NecefCty  of  Platforms 
along  the  HclLjpont,  to  guard  that  important  Avenue 
of  the  Sacred  Porte.  Had  they  put  in  Pra&ice  Mab- 
tnut's  Advice,  perhaps  the  Nazarenes  would  have  had 
no  Occafions  for  their  prefent  Triumphs.  But 

now 
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now  they  banquet  in  the  open  Streets  :  All  Chri- 
jlendom  rings  with  the  News  of  pur  Difgrace.  The 
Drunkards  of  Europe  infult  over  the  Profeflbrs  of 
Sobriety  :  Amiclft  their  Bowls  of  Wine,  they  Biaf- 
pheme  our  Prophet,  and  Sing  in  th<>  Prai'e  of  Bac- 
chus, their  GOD.  They  -menace  the  Conqueft  of 
dfia,  and  threaten  to  exterminate  the  MuJ/l'lmans 
from  the  Earth. 

Enraged  at  thefe  prcphane  Boalfo,  I  flop  my  Ears, 
and  turning  round  in  a  divine  Phreruy,  1  pray  that 
GOD  would  baffle  the  Lnfdtls. 

Paris,  6th  of  the  gth  Moon, 
of  the  rear  1656. 


LETTER    V. 

$o  the  moft  Renowned  and  moft  Illuftrious 
Mahomet,  Vizir  Azem,  at  the  Porte. 

THAT  incomprehenfible  Majefty  which  has 
no  Refemblance,  at  whofe  Pleafure  all  Things 
are  difpos'd  and  order'd,  in  Heaven  and  Earth,  by. 
whofe  particular  Providence,  for  the  Good  of  the  Of- 
man  Empire,  thon  art  exalted  to  the  Glorious  Truft, 
to  be  Vicar  of  the  Vicar  of  GOD  ;  augment  thy 
Graces  and  Virtues,  and  blefs  thee  with  fuperlative 
V/ifdom,  and  perfeft  Tranquility. 

I  revere  thy  accomplim'd  Soul,  confummate  in 
all  Moral  and  Political  Science.  Thou  art  the  moft 
experienc'd  Man  in  the  Empire.  And  I  ceafed  to 
condole  the  lace  Tumults  and  Riots  at  Conjia-ntinpple, 
though  their  Effects  were  fatal  to  fome  brave  Men, 
fmce  thou  art  chofcn  to  this  Dignity,  from  whom 
the  whole  Empire  may  expccl,  not  only  a  fcrener 
State  of  Affairs  during  thy  Adminiftration,  but  alfo 
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a  rooting  up  of  the  Caufes  of  thefe  publick  Diftem- 
pers,  and  of  all  other  Evils  which  infeft  the  Monar- 
chy defign'd  for  the  Comjueil  and  Reformation  of  the 
whole  World. 

According  to  the  Cuftom  of  the  Eafi,  I  approach 
thee  not  without  fome  Prefent  :  But  pardon  the 
Slave  Makmuf,  who  can  fend  thee  none  worthy  of 
thy  Grandeur.  I  have  enclos'd  in  a  Box,  the  true 
Effigies  of  the  prefent  King  of  France,  with  that  of 
his  Uncle  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  his  Brother  the  Duke 
of  4trjou,  and  his  Coufm  the  Prince  of  Ccnde ;  as 
alfo  thai  of  Cardinal  Mazarini,  and  Queen  Chtijlina 
of  Sweden,  who  is  now  at  the  French  Court.  Ac- 
cept alfo  from  an  Exile,  a  little  Cabinet,  contain- 
ing twelve  Watches,  of  fo  many  different  Contri- 
vances, according  to  the  Circular  Variation  of  the 
Moon,  in  the  Space  of  thirty-four  Years.  They  are 
the  Work  of  my  own  Hands,  therefore  I  mall  not 
commend  them.  Each  is  wrapt  up  in  a  Piece  of  Silk, 
wherein  is  wrought,  in  Arabick  Letters,  the  Method 
of  ufing  it.  Perhaps  thou  wilt  find  fome  Diverfum 
in  trying  the  Experiments  mentioned  in  thore  Tablet, 
However,  defpile  not  this  mean  Teftimony  of  Mah- 
fniffs  Refpeft ;  but  confider,  that  if  I  come  fhort 
of  the  curious  Artifts  in  Europe,  yet  my  Labour 
is  paflable  enough  for  a  Mujfulman,  among  whom 
there  is  fcarce  another  Watchmaker  to  be  found 
in  the  World. 

If  theu  would'ft  know  the  Occafion  of  Queen, 
Chriflinas  being  at  the  French  Court;  She  came 
thither  from  Rome,  when  the  laft  Moon  was  in  the 
Wane.  Her  Paflage  was  by  Sea  to  "Marfeilles,  hav- 
ing touch 'd  at  Gtnoua,  and  received  magnificent 
Gifts  from  the  Rcpublick;  but  they  would  not  per- 
mit her  to  land,  for  fear  of  the  Plague,  which  then 
raged  in  Rome,  and  was  the  Caufe  of  her  leaving  that 
Ciiy. 

How* 
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However,  the  French  fhevved  no  fuch  timorous 
Squeainiflmets,  bat  receiv'd  her  and  her  i  rai-i  vvkh 
open  Arms.  She  landed  Mar/lilies  on  the  zgth  of 
the  Seventh  Moan  ;  and  when  (he  had  made  her  pub- 
lick  Entry,  the  Confuls  of  that  City,  wi'.h  all  the  No- 
bles, met  her  in  Coaches,  the  great  Guns  were  dif- 
charg'd  to  welcome  her,  and  flie  was  carefs'd  with  all 
the  Demonftrations  of  Honour,  that  are  fhew'd  to  the 
Queen  of  Trance  herfelf,  in  her  ProgrefTes. 

The  lame  Entertainment  fhe  receiv'd  at  Aix, 
Avignon,  Lions,  and,  in  fine,  all  along  the  Road  to 
Paris,  the  Keys  of  the  Towns  being  furrendered  to 
her  (for  fuch  was  the  King's  Pieafure)  and  a  Ca- 
nopy of  State  born  over  her  Head,  when  fhe  enter 'd 
any  Town,  and  receiv'd  the  AddrefTes  and  Compli- 
ments of  Governors,  Prelates,  and  other  great  Men 
in  Authority.  She  was  likewife  magnificenly  treated 
by  Princes,  and  the  chief  Dukes  of  the  Realm  : 
And  on  the  8th  of  the  la  ft  Moon,  made  her  Entry 
into  this  City  on  Horfeback,  apparell'd  like  a  Man  : 
Where  having  ftaid  fome  Time,  ihe  departed  for 
Compcigne,  to  vifit  the  Court,  which  refides  thera 
now. 

It  is  not  fuppos'd  fhe  will  tarry  long  in  France, 
but  as  foon  as  fhe  hears  the  Plague  is  abated  in 
Home,  and  the  adjacent  Parts,  me  will  return  thi- 
ther, to  pafs  away  the  Refidue  of  her  Life,  in 
that  Neft  of  Princes  and  Prelates  of  the  Nazarene 
Belief. 

A  little  before  fhe.  left  Rome,  the  Spaniards  their 
had  confpired  to  feize  on  her  Perfon,  as  a!fo  on  the 
Pope  ;  to  have  murther'd  the  Portugal  AmbaiTador, 
and  fet  the  City  on  Fire.  But  the  Plot  was  difco- 
ver'd,  and  Confpirators  put  in  Prifon  :  For  the  Sen- 
tence of  Death  is  never  pafs'd  in  Criminal  Cafes, 
among  the  Nazarenes,  without  a  formal  Try al. 

Here 
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Here  is  a  Rumour,  as  if  a  great  fire  had,  Come 
Moons  ago.  broke  out  in  Coiijlantinoph,  and  confum'd 
much  of  that  City.  I  wonder  none  of  my  Friends, 
nor  any  other  rrficling  there,  havefent  me  an  Account 
of  any  fuch  Tiiinj.-;  ;  which  fills  me  with  Hopes, 
that  this  Report  is  falfe. 

From  all  Hands  \ve  are  aflbr'd,  thst  the  S-iurdes 
and  Brandcnbtirgbt-n  have  cbtain'd  a  great  Victory 
over  the  Pelts  and  Tartars  at  Wwfa-w,  the  Van- 
quifh'd  having  loft  above  Six  J'houfand  on  the  Sp»t, 
with  all  their  Ammunition  nnd  Baggage:  And  un- 
fortunate King  Ct'jimir  was  forced  to  My,  with  a 
fmall  Retinue  towards  Hungary. 

'Twas  the  general  Expectation  of  Europe,  that  the 
1,'hfcoiitei  and  Germ  an  i  would  have  done  ibinething 
extraordinary  for  the  Poles,  and  by  fome  furprifing 
Adion,  put  a  Check  to  the  Sive&Jb  SuccefTes  and 
Triumphs.  For  when  the  Mufcoviie  Amballador  was 
at  KoainpJLe--g,  endeavouring  to  withdraw  the  Duke 
of  Brcatdtnburgb  from  the  Swedei  Inrerefb,  he  vo- 
mited forth  terrible  Menaces,  in  cafe  they  comply'd 
not  with  his  Mafter's  Propofals.  And  one  Day,  in  a 
furious  Zeal,  he  took  a  large  Goblet  of  Wine,  in  the 
Eh  fiords  1'rcience,  and  having  drank  it  off  to  the 
Czar's  Health,  the  "Barbarian  faid  aloud,  Tkusfiall 
the  Great  En-peror  of  the  Mufcovites  devour  all  that 
oppcfe  him.  But  now  it  feems,  thefe  were  all  empty 
Bravadoes  and  the  Miifavit! s  were  refolvcxl  to  Hand 
by,  ard  fee  who  got  the  Better.  The  lame  may  be 
faid  of  rhe  Emperor,  and  Prince  of  Trarfyfaaria,  fo 
of  the  Danes  and  Hollanders,  who  now  all  declare  for 
the  flrongefi.  Party. 

Magnimtaous  I'izjr,  If  the  prefent  Engagements 
and  Wars  in  Df<Im--tia  and  Candy,  befides  the  Do- 
meftick  Troubles  of  the  Ottoman  Enpire,  cid  not 
wholly  employ  the  Arms  of  the  Msiffuttnans,  doubt- 
lefs  'twould  be  an  Undertaking  no  lefs  profitable 

than 


Vol.V.     a  SPY  at  PARIS.         143 

than  glorious,  to  fuccour  the  diitrefs'd  Cajimir,  turn 
the  Tide  of  the  Gothick  Conquells,  and  oblige  the 
Poles  to  an  eternal  Fidelity  and  Gratitude  to  the 
Grand  Seignior. 

Paris,   1 4th  cf  the  lOthMw, 
of  the  Year  1656. 


LETTER    VI. 

fo  Abraham  Eli,  Zeid  Hogia,  Preachef 
to   the  Seraglio. 

I  HAVE  frequent  Accefs  to  the  Kings  Library, 
which  Favour  was  firft  granted  me  by  Cardinal 
Ricblifu,  who  often  employed  me  in  tranilating  fome 
carious  Treat'rfes  out  of  Arabick  into  French  or  Uutin, 
The  Trench  feem  very  fond  of  Er.furn  Manuscripts, 
\vherever  they  can  meet  with  them  :  And  they  have 
no  lefs  Regard  for  Men  who  are  fki'.l'd  in  thole  Lan- 
guage?. That  Minifter  efpecially  was  very  inquifitive 
into  the  Wifdom  and  Learning  of  dfia.  He  mono1- 
poliz'd  Perjlan,  Syrian,  and  Arabick  Books,  and  was 
a  profefs'd  Patron  of  Llnguiftt, .  He  coveted  the  Ac- 
e|uairitance  of  Strangers  and  Travellers,  that  he  might, 
by  their  Means,  inform  himfelf  of  the  different  La-Jos, 
.  and  Religions  of  Foreign  Countries,  and  of 
whatfoever  was  rare,  and  worthy  of  Oblervation,  in 
any  Part  of  the  World. 

Hence  it  was,  that  I.  received  evident  Marks  of 
his  Efteem,  as  fooa  as  he  knew  that  1  underftood 
the  Greek,  Arc.bicki  Hebrew,  Turkijh,  and  Scla'vo- 
nlan  Languages.  He  often  made  ufe  of  me,  as  I 
have  fciid,  and  gave  me  free  Accefs  to  his  own 
and  the  Kings  Library.  And  tho'  his  Sacceflbr,  Car- 
dinal 
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dinal  ,"'.-•  •vWuled  to   Studies 

*  .as    :o    the    -  'k:,s   of  State  ;  }  et  he 

has  Continued  tg  nu  tin.  ]  :cge  of  vifring  this 
Treasury  c;  -  :mij  Eooi;^  ri  I  pals  many 
Hours. 

One  Day  I  caft  my  Eyes  o..;  M,;  ufcript  written 
in  Arabick,  and  endors'ci  with  lias  Title, 

£  The  Original  Covenant  of  Mahomet, 
the  Prophet  of  the  Arabians,  with  tbe 
frofeffers  of  tbe  Faith  of  Jefus.] 

and  underneath  wr.s  a  Latin  Infciiption,  fignifying, 
That  this  Manufcript  was  found  in  the  Convent  of 
Chriitian  Fryars  on  Mount  Curmel.  I  have  tran- 
fcrib'd  the  Contents  of  tiiis  Parchment,  and  fent  it 
inclofed  to  thee,  that  thou  may'll  judge  whether 
it  be  real,  or  only  counterfeit,  i  or  the  Nazarenes 
aflert  it  to  be  the  true  Agrees,  nt  cf  tbe  Mi.ffl.nger 
of  GOD  ;  and  therefore  reproach  all  the  Mnjj unmans 
with  Difobedience  to  our  Larcc- giver,  a.,d  Breaking 
the  League  fign'd  and  feai'd  by  Him,  whom  we  call 
the  Seal  of  the  Prophets,  and  ui.nefled  by  the  Four 
principal  Doctors,  Abu  Eecrce,  Ojmc-.n,  Omar,  and 
Halt. 

If  thou  wilt  perufe  the  incloied  Paper,  it  will  be 
eafy  to  difcern,  Whether  We  are  guilty  of  this 
Violation  of  faith,  or  Thy.  For  though,  fuppo- 
fing  this  to  be  the  real  Tellament  of  the  Prcphet, 
as  is  pretended,  that  Favourite  of  Heaven  grants 
many  Articles  of  Peace,  Afliltance,  and  Frien^  :up, 
to  the  Followers  of  Jefus,  v.ich  Immunity  from 
Taxes  and  Impofuions,  Liberty  of  Conlcience, 
Freedom  of  Marriages,  &c.  Yet  'tis  evident, 
that  he  promifed  not  thefe  Things,  but  on  cer- 
tain Conditions,  to  be  obferv'd  on  the  Part  of  the 
Chrifiiuns ;  as,  that  none  of  them  mould  harbour 

or 
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or  hold  Correfpondence  With  the  Enemies  of  the  True 
Believe' s,  or  privately  accommodate  them  with  Arms, 
Horfes,  Money,  or  any  other  Nectflaries  of  War  : 
But  on  the  contrary,  mould  hofpitably  receive  the 
MuJJulmam  into  their  Houfes  for  three  Days,  and 
protedl  them  from  their  Enemies.  If  therefore  the 
Chrijtians  {hould  fail  in  any  of  thefe  Points,  the  Pro- 
phet declares  his  Covenant  to  be  void,  and  that  they 
Jhall  not  enjoy  the  Indulgencies  granted  therein.  All 
this  thou  wilt  fee  is  recommended  folemnly  to  both 
Parties  to  be  religioufly  p-jrform'd  till  the.  final  Con- 
JiifKtnathn. 

Now  all  the  Difpate  is,  Whether  We  have  firfl 
tranfgrefs'd  the  Article^  or  the  Kazarenes  ?  For  if 
it  can  be  pro?'d,  that  they  ere  the  firit  Aggrellbrs, 
then  they  have  no  Reafon  to  complain  of  their  Mif- 
fortunes,  or  accufe  the  true  faithful  of  Oppreffion 
and  Tyranny,  as  they  commonly  do  :  Since  it  is  rna- 
nifeit-,  that  they  have  drawn  thefe  Evils  on  them- 
felves,  by  their  Breach  of  Faith  and  Infidelity,  difan- 
nullingthe  Covenant  of  GOD  and  his  Prophet,  and 
forfeiting  the  Benefit  they  might  have  claim'd  by 
Virtae  of  it.  Be  it  how  it  will,  the  Prophet  is  free 
from  Blame :  let  the  Gailt  reft  on  the  Perfons  that 
were  criminal. 

I  know  not  how  it  comes  to  pafs,  That  the 
Chriftians  of  this  Age,  think  and  fpeak  more 
reproachfully  of  our  Holy  Law-giver,  than  did  their 
Fathers,  who  lived  in  his  Time,  or  immediately 
after  it,  and  who  by  Confequence  could  better  in- 
form themfelves  of  the  Circumftances  of  his  Birth, 
Life,  and  renowned  Aclions.  Some  ancient  Wri- 
ters among  the  Nxzarenei  make  honourable  Men- 
tion of  him  and  his  Family.  They  conceal  not 
the  ea.ly  Signs  of  his  Heroic  Virtue,  and  the 
Grandeur  to  which  he  was  deftin'd.  1  have  read 
in  a  certain  Chriftian  Author,  That  when  the 
Prophet  was  bat  Nine  Years  Old,  under  the 
H  Tuitioa 
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Tuition  of  his  Uncle  Alu  Taleb,  who  carried  his 
glorious  Charge  along  with  him  to  Damafcus,  and 
that  whilft  they  were  at  Box. 'r,  a  learned  Monk 
whofe  Name  was  Bohira,  came  out  of  the  Con-vent 
to  meet  them  ;  and  taking  Mahomet  by  the  Hand, 
in  the  Prefence  of  many  Chrijiians,  he  faid  aloud, 
This  Youth  is  born  to  accon^lijb  great  Ihings  :  lilt 
Famejkall  be  fire  ad  from  Ball  tv  Weft  :  For  as  he 
drew  near  to  this  Place  I  fatv  a  bright  Cloud  dcfccnd 
and  covtr  him.  Sultan  Da<v/d  alfo  prophefy'd  of 
him,  in  that  which  the  Chtiflians  reckon  the  5oth 
P/a/m,  and  the  zd  Vtrjide :  Where  that  divine  Poet 
thus  fings,  from  Si  on  GOD  hath  proclaim  V  the  Em- 
pire of  Mahomet.  But  the  Chrijiians  have  inter- 
preted this  in  another  Senfe,  thoagh  the  Original 
remains  a  (landing  Witnefs  againft  them.  So  Mofes 
in  the  Pentateuch  uttered  a  Myftery  when  he  faid, 
GOD  came  from  Sinai,  he  reft  up  from  Seir,  and  <wa$ 
manifef.ed  from  Mount  Paran.  Imitating  hereby 
the  Defcent  of  the  written  Law  to  Mofer,  of  the 
Gofpel  to  Jffm  the  Son  of  Mary,  and  of  the  Alcoran 
to  Makc-mt  t.  The  Mfjpaf  alfo  faid  to  his  Difciples, 
Jf  I  go  net  aivay,  the  Called  of  G  O  D  av///  not  come 
to  You.  But  the  Chrijlian  Interpreters  wilfully  hide 
thefe  Thing  from  the  Vulgar,  left  their  Eyes  mould 
be  opened.  There  appears  an  obftinate  Malice  and 
Ignorance  in  all  their  Aclions. 

Who  will  not  laugh  at  the  foolifh  Spite  of  the 
Spaniards  ?  who,  in  a  certain  Town,  had  a  Cuflom, 
as  oft  as  they  enter'd  into  the  Church,  or  came  out, 
to  fjtit  on  a  black  Image  of  a  Man  fitting  on  an 
Afs  near  the  Gate.  But  a  Mvfolman  Ambaflkdor 
coming  thither  from  the  Emperor  of  Mococco,  and 
obferving  this  vain  Ceremony  of  the  People,  afk'd 
the  King,  What  Ptrfon  that  Statue  reprefcnted  ?  He 
mac'e  Aniwer,  That  it  was  the  Image  of  Mahomet, 
the  ' Arelian  Prcphtt.  Thut  cannot  be,  reply 'd  the 
Ambafiador,  Jince  our  Prophet  ntver  rode  but  on  Ca- 

mch  : 


Vol. V.     a  SPY  at  PARIS.       147 

meh  :  It  is  rather  the  "Figure  of  the  Meffias ;  ii-ho 
indeed  is  rccordid  to  ba*ue  rode  on  an  Afs,  The  King, 
troubled  at  this  Anfvver,  confulted  the  Priefts  and 
learned  Men,  who  all  concluded,  That  the  Ambaf- 
fador  had  fpokc  the  Truth.  And  therefore,  inrtead 
of  offering  any  more  Indignities  to  this  Image,  they 
fell  into  another  Extreme,  and  built  a  Chapel  for 
it,  burning  Incenfe  to  the  fenfelefs  Stock,  and 
paying  it  divine  Honours.  '!  hus  they  pray'd  to 
that,  which  but  a  little  before  they  had  curfed  ; 
and  turn'd  into  a  God,  that  which  they  had 
efteem'd  almoft  as  bad  as  the  Devil.  G  O  D's  Cur  e 
be  on  the  Devil,  and  all  his  Adorers  :  But  on  the 
Holy  Prophet,,  and  all  hi?  Followers,  may  Biddings 
ftiower  down,  and  reil  till  the  Knot  of  the  Sphere 
is  diffolv'd. 

Paris,   1 4th  of  the  1 1  th  Moan, 
of  the  Tear  1656. 


LETTER    VII. 
fo  Murat,  Bafla. 

KNOW  for  certain,  that  Don  Juan  de  Braganza, 
late  King  of  Portugal,  is  dead.  He  left  this 
World  on  the  6th  of  the  laft  Moo*,  after  he  had 
been  tormented  Ten  Days  with  the  Stone  :  His 
Queen  has  the  Supreme  Power  in  her  Hands  during 
her  Son's  Minority,  whofe  Name  is  Don  Alphonju. 
This  young  Prince  was  crown'd  within  a  few  Days 
after  his  Father's  Deceafe,  to  prevent  the  Plots  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  fupport  a  powerful  Fadlion  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Portugal,  and  are  not  without 
Hopes  to  reduce  it  again  to  the  King;  of  Spain 's 
H  2  Obe- 
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Obedience.  The  World  is  always  bufy,  either  in  re- 
covering old  loft  Intereft,  or  feeking  of  new. 

The  Marjhal  de  la  Fertet  who  was  taken  Prifoner 
by  the  Prince  of  Conde  in  the  Battle  of  Vahncitnnei, 
and  having  a  Price  fet  for  his  Ranfom,  had  Liberty 
to  go  whi.her  he  would  on  his  Parole,  either  to  bring 
th«  faid  Sura,  or  furrender  his  Perfon  by  a  certain 
Day;  finding  himfelf  flighted  at  the  French  Court,  is 
refolved  to  perform  his  Promife  at  the  prefix 'd  Time, 
and  go  over  to  the  Prince  of  Ccndi*  Intereft,  who 
will  not  fail  to  beftow  a  very  honourable  Command 
on  a  General  of  fuch  Merits. 

In  the  mean  Time,  the  Count  of  Harcourt  plays 
Tricks  with  his  Mafter,  and  holds  private  Corre- 
fpondence  with  the  German  Emperor.  He  is  a  fer- 
viceable  or  a  dangerous  Man,  according  as  he  is 
pleafed  or  dHgufted,  and  therefore  they  court  him 
on  both  Sides.  He  is  now  at  Brifce  In  Alface.  I 
cannot  admire  a  Man  that  is  thus  induftricufly  trou- 
fclefome  to  his  Prince,  without  any  Thing  of  Me- 
rit or  Bravery  to  boaft  of,  fave  his  former  Services 
in  Catalonia,  which  have  been  fufficiently  repaid 
with  Royal  Condefcenfions  and  Favours.  And  thofe 
who  make  a  Parallel  between  his  Cafe,  and  that  of 
the  Marfcal  de  la  Ferte  Stneterre,  confider  not  that 
the  laft  fell  into  his  Enemies  Hands  only  by  the 
Chance  of  War  :  Whereas  the  other  is  a  wilful  Apo- 
ftate,  if  he  embraces  the  Emperor's  Propofals  when 
no  Neceflity  conltrains  him,  and  Honour  flies  in  his 
face. 

From  the  North  we  are  informed,  That  Count 
Ccnivgimark,  Generaliffirno  of  the  Snutdijb  Forces  in 
Prvjjia,  as  he  was  failing  from  Wifmar,  was  takes 
Captive  by  the  Pelts,  and  imprifen'd  in  the  Caftle 
of  K'fjjtl-mundin  near  DanizicL  And  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  that  City  mift'd  very  narrowly  of  taking 
ti:e  Queen  of  $<vjtdtn  herfelf.  'Tis  Certain  they 

have 
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have  got  a  vaft  Booty  from  the  Swedes,  confiding  of 
fcighreen  Chefts  full  of  Gold,  with  Coffers  of  the 
King's  Jewels,  and  other  rich  Things. 

Thefe  King  Cajtmir  demands  for  himfelf,  with 
a  Million  of  Rix- dollars,  to  be  paid  him  by  the 
Dantzicken  ;  requiring  alfo,  That  they  fhould  fur- 
nifh  his  Army  with  all  Sorts  of  Ammunition  and 
Provifions :  Which,  thongh  it  be  a  heavy  Burthen, 
yet  thofe  loyal  Citizens  think  nothing  too  much  for 
their  King. 

The  Mufcovites  in  the  gth  Mwn  befieg'd  Riga,  a 
City  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Snvedcn,  but  have 
newly  raifed  the  Siege,  after  tkey  have  loft  above 
Ten  Thoufand  Men  before  the  Place. 

This  is  all  the  News  I  can  fend  thee,  fave  that  the 
"French  have  taken  Valencia,  a  Cicy  in  Italy. 

I  wi(h  I  may  hear  as  profperous  Intelligence  as  this 
fail  from  Candia,  after  fuch  immenfe  Charges  and 
Slaughter  :  But  Viftory  is  in  the  Difpofal  of  the  An- 
gel of  Time. 

Paris,  ad  of  the  1 2th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1665. 
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-To  Hebatolla  Mir  Argun,  Superior  oftbt 
Convent  o/Dcrvifcs  at  Cogni  in  Natolia. 

IT  is  difficult  to  define  the  particular  Temper  of 
my  Soul,  when  I  firfl  receiv'd  the  News  of  thy 
Predeceflbr's   Death,    that   Renown'd   and  Venera- 
ble Bedredin,  who,  as  thy  Difpatch  informs  me,  is 
gone  to   Paradife.     I  was  neither   in  Paffion,    nor 
yet  infenfible,  but  wholly  refign'd  to  the  Will  of 
Heaven.     I  onfider'd  his  immenfe  Virtues,  and  the 
Courfe  ef  Nature  :  His  wonduful  Age,  and  more 
H  3  aclmi- 
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admirable  Aftions,  a  Life  equally  meafured  by  Hours, 
and  Prodigies  of  Piety  :  For  he  was  not  in  the  Num- 
ber of  thoie  who  let  whole  Days  pafs  away  without 
the  leaft  good  Work,  or  without  leaving  any  Im- 
prefs  on  the  Troth  of  Time.  I  expiefs  myfelf  ac- 
cording to  the  vulgar  faying  \Time  paffcs  away  ;] 
Whereas  in  my  Opinion,  Time  ftands  ftill,  and  only 
We  pafs  away,  \vi.h  all  Things  fubjedl  to  Motion 
and  Change.  Tis  like  the  Miftake  of  thofe,  who, 
failing  on  the  Water  think  the  Trees  and  Mountains 
move,  whilft  only  they  themfelves  are  driven  before 
the  Wind  :  Or,  like  "the  Philofophy  of  thofe,  who, 
trufling  to  their  grofTer  Senfe,  maintain,  tbe  Sua 
whirls  round  our  World,  tho'  according  to  Rea- 
fon  and  better  Philofophy,  that  Globe  of  Light 
ffands  ftill,  whilft  ours  turns  round  its  Axle-tree^ 
and  fo  deceives  our  Eyes.  Thus,  whilft  we  Mortals 
glide  o'er  the  uncertain  Waves  of  human  Life,  and 
pars  by  the  vifible  and  fix'd  Land-Marks  of  Time, 
Day  and  Night,  we  imagine  thofe  Land- marks  move, 
and  not  we  ourfelves :  Whereas  Day  and  Night  re- 
main for  ever  ftedfaft  and  invariable  in  their  luccef- 
iive  Intervals,  and  only  the  Elements  and  Bodies  com- 
pounded of  them  are  fubjeft  to  Change. 

Minutes,  Hours,  Days  and  Years  are  not  pro- 
perly the  Meafures  of  Time,  but  of  the  Motion  and 
Duration  of  all  corruptible  Beings  :  For  Time  is  in. 
finite,  and  beyond  all  Dimenfions.  In  a  Word,  it* 
no  otherwise  diftinguifh'd  from  Eternity,  than  barely 
By  a  Name. 

All  that  I  have  faid  on  this  Subjefl  is  comprehend- 
ed in  the  Arabian  Proverb,  which  lays,  To-Morrow 
is  never.  Doubtlefs  there's  no  Paradox  or  Herefy  in 
faying,  'Tis  always  To-Day  :  Or  that  this  Hour,  this 
Minute  is  eternal.  And  from  this  truth  fprung  the 
Contemplation  of  thofe  who  place  Eternity  .in  a  Point 
or  Inftant. 

But 
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But  to  return  to  Btdrtdin,  that  Faithful  of  the 
Faithful,  may  his  Soul  repofe  in  the  Mercies  of  God, 
and  his  Memory  be  blefs'd.  May  Gabritl,  the  Friend 
of  the  Prophet  pray  for  him;  then  M<>W/,  Ifra- 
phicl,  and  the  Meflenger  of  Death,  with  all  the  An- 
gels who  irade  Oraifons  for  the  divine  Favourite, 
after  his  Tranflation  from  this  earthly  State.  And 
when  thou  and  the  religious  Fraternity  under  thy 
Care  have  pcrform'd  the  accuftom'd  Prayers  and 
Expiations  for  the  illuftrious  Prelate  deceafed,  there 
in  no  Queftion  but  that  he  (hall  be  in  a  Condition  to 
intercede  for  you  and  for  the  whole  Mufclman  Em- 
pire; For  he  was  a  perfect  Saint,  and  the  Beloved  of 
GOD. 

O  fage  and  reverend  Succeflbr  of  that  holy  Man, 
fuffer  me  to  tell  thce,  Thy  Name  Hebatolla  [the 
Gift  of  GOD]  fills  me  with  glorious  Prefages  of  thy 
Life  and  Adminiftration  in  that  renowned  College, 
where  the  incomparable  Bedrtdin  fhin'd  fo  many 
Years.  Now  he  is  gone  to  GOD,  and  to  the  Gar- 
dens of  eternal  Retirement,  having  left  his  Seat  on 
Earth  to  thee,  replenifh'd  with  the  facrcd  Odour  of 
Virtue. 

He  was  a  religious  Imitator  of  the  Prophets,  and 
of  all  holy  Men  in  general ;  a  devout  Admirer  of  the- 
Mfjfiat,  and  a  faichful  Difciple  of  the  Sent  of  GOD. 
New  he  is  gone  to  fet  down  with  them  in  the  Chi' 
efts  of  Edtn,  on  the  Banks  of  immortal  Streams, 
and  Rivers  of  Wine,  Milk,  and  Honey,  which 
glide  along  the  Alleys  of  Parzd'fi.  This  is  the 
kecompence  of  Heroick  Virtue,  the  Crown  of  good 
Works,  the  Blifs  prepar'd  for  chafle  and  purify'd 
Souls,  who  in  their  Tranfmigratiou  from  this  Earth 
carry  no  Stains  of  Vice  along  with  them  :  For  no- 
thing impure  can  find  Admittance  into  that  World  of 
glittering  Effence, 

QHetatolla,  what  is  there  on  this  obfcure  Globe 

that  deferves  to  be  compared  with  thofe  fcrener 

Ji  +  Joy, 
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Joys  above,  thofe  unfullicd  Pleafures,  that  untarnifh'd 
Bills  ?  And  yet  fometimes  we  tafte  ftrange  Felicities 
here  on  Earth.  But  'tis  only  when  the  Gates  and 
Cafements  of  Parcdlfe  are  open,  when  a  Ccleftial 
Wind  tranfports  hither  the  Leaves  of  the  Trees  of 
Eden,  and  perfumes  the  Air  and  Skies  with  the  tranf- 
cendent  Odour  of  that  happy  Rfgion,  wafting  alfo  im- 
perfeft  Sounds,  rVIufick  in  foft Fragments,  and  F.chcs 
from  the  Chain  of  the  Bhfid.  Then  'tis  the  Hearts 
of  Mortals  feel  a  fecret  and  inexpreffible  Joy  fp;  irging 
up  from  the  Foot  ,  this  lower  World  (if  J  may  ibex- 
prefs  myfelf)  is  all  entrench'd  with  Pleafure.  This 
happens  not  every  Day,  hot  only  at  the  SeafoHs  of 
divine  Indulgence,  en  the  Fefliva!*  offome  particular 
Saints,  and  in  the  Time  cf  the  immortal  Jubilee, 
when  GOD  exhilerates  the  Univerfe  with  uncommon 
Favours,  and  an  infinite  Larg.fs. 

As  for  the  Reft  of  our  Enjoyments,  they  are  miti- 
gations indeed  of  the  Pains  and  infeparable  Miferiesof 
this  mortal  Life ;  they  prevail  on  us  to  wait  the  ap- 
pointed Hour  of  Fate,  and  not  hurry  ourfelves  out 
of  the  World  before  our  Time :  Bat  they  defer ve 
not  to  be  plac'd  in  the  Rank  of  true  Felicities. 

However,  our  Patience  under  this  ^Fatigue  of 
Life,  our  Indifference  to  Pleafure  and  Pain,  Pover- 
ty to  Riches,  Sicknefs  or  Health,  Honour  or  Dif- 
grace,  with  all  the  other  Objefts  of  Human  Paffion, 
will  prove  a  fingular  Argument  of  Merit,  a  prevail- 
ing Recommendation  to  the  Life  to  come,  and  an 
effectual  PafTport  for  Paradife.  For  he  that  is  thus 
infenfibly,  yet  willingly  weaned  from  the  fulfome 
Joys  of  Earth  by  the  very  Courie  of  Nature  and 
Decree  of  Deftiny,  muft  unavoidably  afcend  to  a 
purer  Region,  to  a  Place  capable  of  fatisfying  his 
afpiring  Soul :  For  Nature  created  no  Appetite  to 
baulk  ic. 

Thit 
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This  is  the  Life  fo  recommended  by  *Jefus  the  Son 
of  Mary,  whofe  Chara&er  thou  haft  in  the  Library  of 
thy  Convent.  Here  I  fend  thee  in  a  Box,  that  which 
by  all  the  Naxarenes  is  efteem'd  his  true  Effigies.  I 
remember  I  once  faw  another  of  the  fame  Lineaments 
in  the  Treafury  of  the  Grand  Seignior.  Thcfe  Pieces 
are  very  rare,  becaufe  not  copy'd  by  the  Hands  of 
common  Painters,  but  by  the  rnoft  celebrated  Ma- 
fters  in  Europe.  And  the  original  Draught,  they  fay, 
was  made  by  the  Mrjfias  himielf  on  a  Handkerchief, 
which  he  clap'd  on  his  Face3  and  left  his  lively 
Pourtraiture. 

1  cannot  afcertain  the  Truth  of  this  Tradition  : 
But  in  regard  this  is  one  of  thofe  Copies  which  is 
clofetted  by  the  greateft  Monarchs  in  Cbriftendom,  I 
fend  it  to  thee  as  a  worthy  Ornament  of  thy  Cell, 
without  either  the  Peril  or  Scandal  of  Idolatry. 

The  pious  Bedredin  was  covetous  of  any  Memoirs 
©f  the  Mtj/ias,  whether  written  in  Hierogfypbicks, 
or  in  the  more  ufual  Characters  of  Speech.  He  would 
have  made  no  more  Exception  at  a  Piclure,  than 
at  a  Poem  in  Praife  of  the  Holy  Prophet ;  and  I 
queftion  not  but  thou  equalled  him  in  the  lame  In- 
difference. 

I  could  not  eafily  procure  the  true  Piclure  of 
John,  furnam'd  the  Wajher  ;  but  here  I  wi'l  give 
thee  a  mort  Hiftory  of  his  Life.  This  was  a  famous 
Prophet,  who  lived  in  the  Days  of  me  Mejfias, 
and  of  the  Race  of  the  Priefts.  His  Habita- 
tion was  altogether  in  the  Defart,  for  he  was  an 
Eremite,  and  lived  in  a  Cave  on  one  of  '.he  Moun- 
tains of  Jud<ea  :  Some  of  the  Jeiv;  took  him  tor 
Elias,  others  for  the  Mrjfias,  and  a  third  SOK  faid, 
he  was  Mahomet,  whofe  coming  was  foretold  in  the 
Book  of  their  Law,  and  in  the  Writings  of  ti.eir 
Prophets. 

H  c  But 
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But  John  deny'd  that  he  was  any  of  thofe,  call- 
ing himfelf  in  Modefty,  A  Voice  or  Eccho.  His 
Life  \va$  very  abftemimous  ;  for  he  fed  only  on  the 
Tops  ©f  Plants  and  wild  Honey,  drinking  nothing 
but  Water  of  the  Fountains  which  ran  by  the  Side  of 
his  Cave  ;  and  his  Body  was  only  covered  with  a 
Veft  of  Camels  Hair  ufmg  a  leathern  Thong  for  a 
Girdle. 

To  that  folitary  Refidence  of  his  there  was  great 
Refort  of  People  from  Jetufahm,  and  the  Cities 
roundabout;  for  the  Fame  of  his  Sandlity  had  fpread 
through  all  Pahjline  and  Syria. 

He  warned  all  his  Difciples  with  his  own  Hands  in 
the  Waters  of  Jordan,  from  whence  he  was  called  the 
Baptiji  or  VPaJher.  He  daily  preach'd  Repentance 
and  good  Works  to  the  incredulous  Jt'ws  ;  and  open- 
ly declar'd,  That  Jcfus  the  Son  of  Mary,  was  the 
M.Jfias  That  Holy  Propbtt  it  feems  was  one  of 
Johns  Difciples,  and  had  been  wafh'd  by  him  in  the 
River  Jordan. 

Jn  fine,  after  many  Years  of  Heroick  Vertue 
and  Piety,  John  had  his  Head  cut  off  by  the  Or- 
der of  Herod  the  Governor  of  Jud<za,  becaufe  he 
had  reprov'd  the  Tyrant  for  marrying  his  Brother's 
Wife. 

Behold  thefe  Memoirs  are  the  beft  Prefents  the 
poor  exil'd  Mahmut  can  fend  chee,  when  he  con- 
gratulates thy  Acceffion  to  that  Holy  Chair:  Yet 
fuch  as  thefe  were  more  welcome  to  thy  Prede- 
ceffor  than  Gifts  of  Silver,  Gold,  or  precious 
Stones ;  for  he  was  a  diligent  Collector  of  choice 
Antiquities,  and'feleft  Fragments  of  Hiftory  :  He 
was  alfe  a  liberal  Patron,  and  Encourager  of  Philo- 
fophy  and  all  Sorts  of  Learning.  Follow  thou  feis 
Example,  and  the  true  Faithful  will  be  eternally - 
oblig'd  to  thiee.  Thou  haft  a  fair  Opportunity, 
there  being,  as  I'm  informed,  the  beft  Library 'in 
til/  Convent  of  any  throughout  the  ^Jftjitlman  Em- 
fit  e  : 
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fire  :  And  the  Der<vifei  under  thy  Government  are 
Men  addicled  to  the  Study  of  the  Sciences.  'Tis 
pity  fuch  Inclinations  mould  want  Encouragement, 
whilft  the  Infidels  are  every  where  fo  bufy  in  founding 
New  Academies,  and  augmenting  the  Old.  There  is 
one  lately  erefted  in  the  Dukedom  of  C/eve,  by  the 
Elector  of  Brandenburgh,  where  the  Oriental  Lan- 
guage, and  Sciences  are  profefled.  If  the  Nazarenes 
are  thus  curious  to  pry  into  our  Learning,  why  ihould 
we  be  remifs  in  attaining  the  Knowledge  of  their  Lan- 
guages and  Hillories,  fince  thereby  we  {hall  be  in  a 
Condition  to  know  the  greateft  Secrets  ? 

Sage  Hebatolla,  Let  not  the  Irfideli  have  any  lon- 
ger Occafion  to  term  us  Barbarous  and  Ignorant  : 
But  remember,  That  in  promoting  Literature,  thou 
wilt  perform  a  meritorious  Service  to  the  Grand 
Signicr. 

Paris,   i  yth  of  the  ift  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1657. 
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fo  Selim  Al'  Mofel,  Venerable  Imaum  of 
the  Mofch  of  San<5ta  Sophia. 

ER  A I S  E  be  to  GOD,  fole  Lord  of  the  Zenith 
and  the  Nadir,  ProfrJJor  of  infinite  Regions,  who 
s  the  firjl  Meridian  in  the  Palm  of  his  Hand  ! 
The  Names  of  Peru  and  Mexico  are  not  now  foreign 
in  the  Ottoman  Empire,  efpecially  to  Travellers  and 
Men  of  Science. 

When  our  Fathers  firft   heard   of  America,  they 

had  no   other   Way    to    exprefs  unknown   a  Part 

of  the  World,  than  by  calling  it  the  Land  of  the 

H  6  Golden 
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Golden  Mines,  becaufe  of  the  Abundance  of  that  Me- 
tal which  wa;  brought  from  thence  by  the  Spa- 
niards, fince  their  Conqueft  in  thofe  Parts.  But 
now  we  are  no  Strangers  to  the  Geography  of  that 
remote  Continent.  Commerce  and  Trafnck  have 
render 'd  all  the  known  Nations  of  the  Earth  familiar 
one  with  another.  And  I  remember,  when  I  was  at 
Conjlaatineple,  the  Names  of  Ptra,  Mexico,  Flerida, 
&c.  were  as  common  in  the  C'^ka  Hans,  as  the 
Names  of  Indof.an,  Turquiftan,  Gurgiftan,  or  any 
other  Provinces  of  /ffia.  So  that  a  Man  would  have 
been  laught'd  at,  who  in  fpeaking ;of  America,  ftiould 
have  ufed  any  Circumlocutions,  as  to  call  it  the  Empire 
of  the  Golden  Mines,  the  World  beyond  the  Great 
Sea,  or  the  like. 

Yet  we  mull  confefs,  our  Knowledge  in  this  Kind 
is  owing  to  the  Franks,  who  fail  into  thofe  fardiftant 
Regions,  and  at  their  Return  communicate  their  In- 
telligence and  Obfervations  to  us  ;  for  elfe  we  had 
been  altogether  Strangers  to  the  Hiflory  of  that 
JVtw  World. 

It  was  firft  difcover'd  by  Ckrifopber  Columbus,  a 
Genoife,  in  the  Year  1492,  of  the  ChriJIians  Hegira, 
This  Man  had  a  happy  Genius  in  contemplating  the 
Motion  of  the  Sun,  and  the  Frxme  of  the  Uni<verfe. 
He  v-as  no  Stranger  to  the  Extent  of  our  Continent, 
and  the  Situation  of  all  it's  Parts:  He  had  been 
often  at  Sea,  and  feen  divers  Regions :  and  particu- 
larly when  he  was  in  Portugal,  the  moil  Wejierly 
Part  of  Eurcpe,  he  took  great  Delight  to  walk  on 
the  Shore  in  the  Evenings,  and  obferve  the  Setting 
ef  the  Sun.  This  Cuftom  of  his  procruc'd  various 
'j  heights  in  hi;,  Breaft.  But  what  was  of  molt  Im- 
port, his  Rxafon  fuggefted  to  him,  that  it  could  not 
confift  with  the  Ordfr  of  Nature,  that  the  Sun,  after 
ke  left  our  World,  ferv'd  only  to  give  Light  to  the 
Fifties,  or  glid  the  Waves  of  the  Wejlern  Ocean  : 
Therefore,  on  good  Grounds  he  concluded,  there 

mat 
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mull  be  feme  unknown  Land,  beyond  thofe  mighty 
Tradsof  Sea,  which  wafh'd  the  Wefern  Shores  of 
Europe  and  A/rick. 

This  Thought  made  him  uneafy,  and  put  him  up- 
on a  Refolution  of  attempting  a  Diicovery.  He  made 
Propofals  to  the  Republick  of  Geneva,  but  was  rejeft- 
ed.  Then  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  Henry  VII.  at  the 
Englijh  Court ;  where  not  finding  Encouragement,  he 
•went  to  the  King  of  Spain,  who  approving  his  De- 
lign,  furnifh'd  him  with  two  Ships.  Hefail'donthe 
Ocean  for  the  Space  of  two  Moons  without  feeing 
any  Land,  which  made  his  Mariners  mutiny,  their 
Provifion  falling  fhort.  They  threatened  to  throw 
iim  overboard,  if  he  would  not  return.  But  he 
with  mild  Words,  and  flrong  Reafons,  appeas'd  their 
Fury ;  promifmg  to  fail  back  again,  if  they  faw  not 
Land  within  three  Days.  On  the  third  Day,  the 
Boy  on  the  Main-top-mall  faw  a  Fire,  and  within  a 
few  Hours  afterwards,  they  came  within  View  of 
Land. 

When  he  had  made  his  Obfervations,  and  done 
what  was  requifite  in  his  Circumftances,  he  return'd 
to  give  the  King  of  Spain  an  Account  of  his  Expe- 
dition. 

After  his  Death,  dmericut  Vcfputiu*  was  fent  to 
conquer  the  unknown  Regions ;  from  whom,  that  whole 
Contient  is  call'd  America  ;  but  methinks,  not  with- 
out fome  Ingratitude  to  the  firft  Diicovcrer. 

It  would  beendlefs  to  rt count  all  the  particular  Ad- 
ventures of  the  Fjaniard;  in  thefe  Parts,  with  their 
Cruelties  and  MaiFacres  SurHce  it  to  fay,  to  the 
eternal  infamy  of  thai  Nauo  \  thar  according  to  their 
own  Writers,  they  £utch.?r'd  in  cold  Blood  above 
Twenty  Millions  of  the  NV.vc-,  in  the  Space  of 
Twenty  Years,  :  And  011  tr.ic  for  the  Lucre  of  their 
Gold  -,  though  unocr  thePretcnc,  jf  propagating  the 
Cbrijiiun  Riligion. 
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I  will  not  lift  myfelf  in  the  Nnmber  of  thofe  who 
pretend  to  be  GOD's  Privy  Cy*n/tllors,  neither  will  I 
prefuine  to  defcant  on  Things  out  of  my  Reach  :  But 
the  Spaniards  have  lately  felt  a  terrible  Blow  in  Peru  ; 
which,  if  it  be  not  a  Mark  of  the  Wrath  of  Heaven, 
is  at  leaft  a  Sign  that  the  Earth  is  weary  of  them,  ef- 
pecially  in  thofe  Parts,  where  they  have  ftain'd  it  with 
ib  much  innocent  Blood. 

The  City  Lima,  not  many  Moons  ago,  was  all 
fwallow'd  up  by  an  Earthquake  ;  and  Calao  another 
City  not  far  from  it,  was  confum'd  by  a  Shower  of 
Fire  out  of  the  Clouds.  Eleven  I  houfaad  Spaniards 
loft  their  Lives  in  this  Calamity  ;  and  the  Earth  de- 
voured a  Hundred  Millions  of  refin'd  Silver,  which 
the  Lucre  of  the  Spaniards  had  forced  out  of  itfrv 
Bowels.  All  the  Mountains  of  Potofi,  from  whence 
they  dug  their  choiceft  Metal,  were  level'd  with  the 
Plain,  and  no  more  Hopes  of  Gold  were  left  to  their 
infatiable  Avarice. 

I  leave  the  Judgments  of  thefe  Events  to  thee, 
who  art  of  the  Holy  Line,  full  of  refplendent 
Thoughts,  prophetick  Ifcharif,  confecrated  Emir, 
Glory  of  the  Houfe  of  Mahomet.  '  Yet  give  me  leave 
to  tell  thee,  that  this  Calamity  of  the  Spaniards  in 
part  refembles  the  Fate  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and 
the  reft  of  the  nine  Cities  in  the  Lake.  The  Infidels 
fay  there  were  but  Five.  Let  them  alone  in  their 
Error ;  'tis  certain  the  MuJJulmans  have  the  only 
true  Hiftory  of  former  Times,  Doubtlefs,  GOD  is 
fevere  in  Chaftifements,  when  he  is  incens'd  againft 
a  Nation.  Witnefs  the  People  of  Aod  and  Themod, 
with  the  Men  of  the  Valley  of  Smoke,  and  the  City 
whofe  Inhabitants  were  in  one  Hour  all  turn'd  into 
Statues  of  Stone,  and  are  to  be  feen  at  this  Day,  as 
a  (landing  Monument  of  Heaven's  Difpleafure.  Yet 
BO  Nation  is  ruin'd  till  it  ruin  itfelf,  as  G  O  D  fpeaks 
in  the  Alcoran. 
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O  Emir,  in  thofe  Veins  run  the  moft 
Blood  in  the  World,  pray  for  Mahmut,  That  he 
may  never  turn  Apoftate  from  GOD  and  his  Prophet, 
nor  do  any  Thing  which  may  hurry  him  to  an  un- 
timely Fate. 

Paris,  1 7th  of  the  i&  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1657. 


LETTER    X. 

To  Muftapha,  Bafla. 

THIS  following  Summer,  if  all  Reports  be 
true,  is  like  to  afford  fome  Campaigns  of 
Blood.  The  general  Difcourfehere  is,  That  the  Grand 
Signior  will  fpeedily  have  an  Army  of  Three  Hun- 
dred Thoufand  Men  in  the  Field  ;  Part  to  ail  in  Dal- 
matia  and  Candy  againft  the  Venetians  ;  the  reft  to 
be  employ 'd  againft  the  Ptrjia-ns,  the  more  inveterate 
Enemies  of  the  Ottoman  Empire 

That  faucy  Ambaflador  IJhmael  Bir  Ceuli  Can  de- 
ferv'd  the  Punifhment  was  infiifted  on  him  for  his  im- 
pertinent Huff,  and  drawing  his  Sabre  in  the  Pre- 
fence  of  the  greateft  Monarch  of  the  World.  And 
let  it  be  an  eternal  Precedent  to  the  Envoys  of  Fo- 
reign Princes,  that  they  may  learn  a  Leflbn  of  Mo- 
defty,  when  they  addrefs  to  the  Lord  of  their  Lords, 
and  not,  by  Preemption,  incenfe  the  King  of  the 
Earth. 

But  'tis  apparent,  this  Ambaflador  took  Advan- 
tage of  our  Troubles  :  He  fwell'd  with  a  vain 
and  falfe  Idea  of  the  Perjian  Puiflance  :  Befides, 
they  fay,  his  Matter  has  enter 'd  into  a  folema 
League  with  the  Czar  of  Mufco<vy  againft  the  min- 
ing Empire.  And  'tis  certainly  known  here,  that 

two 
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Two  Ambajffadors  are  arrir'd  at  Venice  from  that  Po- 
tent Emperor  of  the  North  ;  and  others  are  expected 
from  Perfea  to  negotiate  a  Tripartite  League  between 
thofe  Crowns  and  that  Repubtick,  againli  the  Vifta- 
rious  Ofmans.  Hence  I  fuppofe  it  was,  that  the  rude 
Heretick  took  the  Boldnefs  to  commit  an  Aftion, 
which  all  the  Eaft  punifhes  with  Death.  Neither  is 
it  any  Thing  to  the  Purpofe,  what  the  Chriftiani  of 
thefe  Parts  fay,  That  the  Ptrfons  of  Amba/adors  are 
f acred:  For  much  more  fo  are  the  Perfons  of  Sove- 
reigns. And  fo  long  as  an  Envoy  obeys  the  Laiv  of 
Nations,  in  only  delivering  his  MefTage  with  Refpedt 
and  Civility,  that  Laiu  will  proteft  him  from  all  In- 
juries. But  if  he  muft  needs  leap  over  his  own  Fence, 
and  inftead  of  appearing  like  an  Amba/ador,  he  will 
aft  the  Part  of  an  Affujfin,  a  Furrofo,  a  Contemner  of 
Majefty,  he  can  expeft  no  better  Treatment,  than 
what  is  due  to  his  audacious  Infolence  :  He  throws 
off  with  Scorn  the  Protection  that  his  Chrarafter 
claims,  and  in  a  mad  Bravado  courts  the  Revenge  of 
the  State. 

This  IJkmael  had  all  along  been  counted  a  bold 
Fool  in  the  Court  of  Perjia.  He  has  committed  a 
Thoufand  wild  Pranks  at  Ifpahan,  more  becoming  a 
Jtfler,  than  a  Wife  Minifter  of  State.  Yet  his 
Matter  ftill  wink'd  at  his  Extravagancies  for  his  Fa- 
ther's Sake,  who  did  many  notable  Services  to  that 
Crown  :  among  which,  his  recovering  Candahar 
from  the  Mogul  was  none  of  the  leaft  ;  it  being  the 
only  Town  which  commands  the  Frontiers  of  ftrfia 
and  the  Indus. 

For  this  and  other  Merits,  Ska  Sopbi  prefer'd 
both  him  and  his  Son  to  the  moft  confiderable 
Government*  a.id  Obtest  in  the  Emjurt ;  wherein  the 
old  Man  acquitted  nimftlf  fairly  to  the  laft.  But 
this  young  Buffook  grew  unweildy  \v;:h  coo  much 
Hoiiour,  ai&onted  the  Grandees,  and  pla/d  upon 

the 
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the  King  himfelf,  for  which  he  had  once  like  to  have 
been  caft  to  the  Dogs.  But  at  the  Interceffion  of  fome 
of  his  few  Friends  that  Punifhment  was  remitted,  and 
chang'd  into  Exife  ;  whilft  his  Enemies  ttiade  ufe  of 
his  Ablence  to  ruin  him. 

They  were  fome  of  the  grea'eft  Lords  of  the  Courf, 
who  bore  him  a  Grudge,  and  they  had  hourly  the 
King's  Ear ;  which  Advantage  they  made  ufe  of  to 
infmuate  fuch  an  ill  CharaBtr  of  ijkmad,  that  he 
knew  no  belter  Way  to  -be  handfomely  rid  of  him, 
than  by  fending  him  on  this  defpc  rate  Enbaffy  to  the 
Myjlcrious  Porte :  Chufing  rather  that  he  fliould  fall 
by  the  Grand  Seignior's  Command,  than  by  his  own, 
who  had  reap'd  fo  much  Benefit  from  the  Services  of 
his  Father. 

By  this  thou  may 'ft  difcern,  That  the  King  of  Per~ 
fia  is  earneilly  reiolv'd  on  War,  without  regarding 
how  his  Herald  that  proclaimed  it  is  receiv'd  :  For  that 
AmbaJJafar  deferves  no  other  Title,  who  comes  not 
with  the  accuftom'd  Pfifents  and  Supplication  ;  but 
with  an  Addrefs  of  a  hafher  Style,  denouncing  En- 
mity at  his  very  firft  Approach  to  the  Feet  of  the  In- 
vincible Sultan  Mahomet. 

After  all,  it  rejoices  me  to  hear,  that  thou,  and  the 
other  Bo/a*  of  the  Enpirf,  are  fo  ready  to  affrft  our 
Great  Mafter.  For  I  am  afiured,  that  from  your 
Perfonal  and  Voluntary  Contributions,  he  has  receiv'd 
a  Supply  of  Thirty  Millions  of  dfpers,  bcfides  the 
conftant  Revenues,  Cu/icms,  Tributes,  and  Subfidiet  of 
the  Empire.  This  is  noifed  all  over  Cbrijlrridem  ;  yet 
the  Venetians  feem  not  much  to  dread  the  Confe- 
quences  of  thofe  vaft  Preparations ;  judging  that  they 
will  be  employed  elfewhere,  than  againlt  any  Province 
of  their  Dominions,  except  in  Dafawtia,  where  thefe 
Infideh  truft  to  the  Strength  of  their  Forts,  and  the  in- 
acceffible  Heighth  of  Rocks. 

But 
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But  He  that  laid  the  Foundations  of  the  Earth* 
and  caufes  it  to  tremble  when  he  pleafes,  the  fame 
GOD  form'd  the  lofty  Mountains,  and  can  level  them 
with  Plains  to  fen  e  the  Followers  of  his  Prophet  : 
Even  as  the  Stone's  carne  voluntary  to  falute  the 
divine  Meffenger  himfelf  ;  the  Trees  rowz'd  them- 
felves  as  out  of  a  dtep  Sleep,  and  the  Earth  yeild- 
ing  on  all  Sides  to  the  forcible  Motion  of  the  in- 
fpired  Roots,  they  walk'd  out  of  the  Places,  and 
compos'd  an  Umbrella  over  the  Head  of  Mahomet, 
when  he  was  ready  to  faint  with  the  violent  Heat  of 
the  Sun. 

Thus  fhall  the  Elements  confpire  to  aid  the  True 
Believers  :  And  when  they  fight  for  the  dlcoran 
againft  Infdels,  GOD  (hall  endue  the  inanimate  Beings 
with  Faitb&nd  Devotion, 

Paris,  yth  of  the  2d  Mean, 
of  the  Year  1657. 


LETTER    XI. 

To   Mchcmet,   an  exil'd  Eunuch,    in 
Egypt. 

PREPARE  thyfelf  with  a  Conftancy  of  Spirit  be- 
coming zMuJjulman,  when  thou  mak underftand 
that  the  belt  Friend  thou  haft  in  the  World  is  gone  to 
Paradije.  "May  GOD  grant  him  the  Repofe  of  a  True 
Bfliii/er,  an  Apartment  of  fmgular  Delight.  For  'tis 
the  brave  Solyman  I  (peak  of,  who  not  only  deferves 
thy  moft  grateful  Vows  for  faving  thy  Life,  bat  has 
done  a  Thoufand  meritorious  Actions  bef:des,  which 
KOW  crowns  him  with  Cbapkts  of  Immortality. 

I  wife 
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I  wi(h  I  could  have  been  the  Relater  of  better  News 
to  my  banilh'd  Friend.  But  perhaps  thou  haft  heard 
of  his  Death  already,  by  fome  Veflids  from  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  'twill  be  needlefs  to  fay  any  Thing  as  to 
his  untimely  Fate,  or  the  Tragedies  of  the  Seraglio , 
and  Imperial  City. 

It  feems  very  ftrange  to  me,  and  a  Thing  unac- 
countable, that  there  can  be  no  means  found  out  to 
prevent  thefe  dangerous  Infurreftions  of  the  Soldiers, 
and  that  the  moil  formidable  Empire  on  Earth 
fhould  be  thus  frequently  fhock'd  by  her  own  Suk- 
jefis  !  Mtbtmet,  the  Things  of  this  prefent  World 
are  a  perfect  "Riddle,  and  our  Life  itfelf  is  but  the 
Shadow  of  a  Dream.  Thou  haft  experienc'd  the 
Inconftancy  of  Fortune,  and  that  there  is  nothing 
on  Earth  deferves  a  wife  Man's  Confidence  :  There- 
fore, if  I  may  advife  thee,  it  fh?ll  be,  to  wean  thy 
felf  from  the  trivial  Affairs  of  Mortals.  Let  not 
the  natural  Fondnefs  which  thou  may 'ft  poffibly 
have  for  my  former  durtly  Life  of  the  Seraglio, 
return  to  difquiet  thy  Soul.  A  Man  may  be  happy 
any  where,  that  knows  how  to  be  contented.  Na- 
ture is  ferv'd  with  a  Little ;  and  we  ought  to  efteem 
our  irregular  Appetites  as  Foreigners.  If  our  For- 
tune be  not  extended  to  the  larger  Meafure  of  our 
Wifhes,  'tis  eafy  to  contract  and  adequate  our  Minda 
to  our  Fortune. 

Thou  may 'ft  carve  to  thy  felf  various  Sorts  of 
Felicities  in  Egypt,  and  render  Caire  as  pleafant  to 
thee  now,  as  Conftantinople  was  formerly.  Virtue 
makes  all  Places  delightful.  If  thou  art  for  an 
active  Life,  there's  Bufinefs  enough  in  that  populous 
City;  and  Opportunities  are  never  wanting  to  a 
Man  that  is  ready  to  lay  hold  on  them.  Befides,  'tis 
the  popular  Character  of  Egypt,  That  whofoever 
dwells  in  it  finds  an  Employment  fuitable  to  his 
Inclination.  But  if  thou  art  Melancholy  and  Con- 
templative, in  my  Opinion  thou  could'fl  not  have 

chofea 
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chofen  a  Country  more  agreeable  to  fuch  a  Tem- 
per. 

Were  I  in  thy  Station,  I  mould  make  frequent  Vi- 
fits  to  the  ?;ramidi,  and  never  be  weary  of  itarching 
out  the  Atitiqtii'y  of  thofe  admirable  btrufturcs. 
There  is  hardly  any  Thing  made  by  human  Art, 
which  has  put  me  upon  more  important  Studies  and 
Difquifitions,  than  the  Original  of  thefe  f.upenJcus 
Fabricks.  They  far  furpafs  in  Grandeur  aud  Magnifi- 
cence the  molt  renown'd  Buildings  of  the  Greek  and 
"Reman  Empires,  even  in  the  Zenith  of  their  moil  flou- 
riihing  State.  And  I  would  fain  learn  When  they 
were  firft  eredcd,  by  Whcta*  and  for  What  End  ? 
For  I  cannot  believe  what  Jofephus  the  Je-ivi/fj  Hifto- 
rian  reports  of  them,  That  they  were  built  in  the 
Time  of  Mofes  their  Laiv-giver,  and  that  all  thofe  of 
the  HfBrtnu  Nation,  amounting  to  fome  Hundreds  of 
Thoufands,  were  employed  as  Slaves  to  the  Work, 
by  the  King  then  reigning  in  Egyfi. 

I  have  perus'd  HtrMfohts  the  Grecian,  Diodorus 
the  Sicilian,  with  Strabo,  Pliny,  and  Other  Writers* 
who  have  all  taken  great  Pains  to  fearch  into  the 
Antiquity  of  the  Pyramids  :  Yet  after  all  their  Tra- 
vels in  Egypt,  and  their  Converfe  with  the  Pri-fa 
of  that  Country,  they  feem  to  have  received  but 
fmall  Light  in  this  Affair;  leaving  Things  in  Un- 
certainty, and  not  agreeing  in  their  Accounts. 
One  will  have  them  to  be  only  defign'd  for  Sefulchrtf 
ef  the  Kings  ;  another  fays,  they  were  built  by 
Jofffb  the  Hebrew,  the  Vizir  of  Egypt,  and  that 
they  were  the  Granaries  where  he  laid  up  Seven 
Years  Provifion  of  Corn,  againft  the  "Famine  which 
in  his  Days  afflicted  the  Earth.  Thus  they  differ 
in  their  Sentiments.  And  our  Countryman  Iln 
Aid*  Alhokm  declares,  That  when  he  wa-  in  Egypt* 
he  could  not  draw  from  any  of  the  Priefts  the 
leaft  Certainty  as  to  the  Age  of  thefe  Pyramids,  or 

their 
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their  Founders.  Which  makes  him  conclude,  That 
iince  there  was  no  Memory  or  Footfteps  of  their  Ori- 
ginal left  among  Men,  it  is  probable  they  were  built 
before  the  Flood 

This  agrees  exaftly  with  what  others  of  our 
Arabian  Writer},  have  deliver'd  concerning  King 
Saitdrid,  who  reign'd  in  Egypt  Three  Hundred  Years 
before  the  Deluge  They  relate  ftrange  Things  of 
this  Prince-,  and  among  the  reft,  that  he  dreamt, 
*[be  fxcd  Stars  came  dinun  from  Heaven  to  the  Earth, 
tmevturttivg  all  Things  ivitb  the  Violence  of  their  pre- 
cipitate full.  Being  much  troubled  at  this  Fijian, 
he  fent  for  the  Priefls  and  Sages ;  who  when  they 
were  affembled  together  in  the  King's,  Pahce,  Alci- 
ffwn  their  Cater,  or  Prince  of  the  AJlrologers,  told 
the  King,  That  a  Year  before,  be  had  feen  a  J/'ifion, 
which  wade  a  deep  Im;r.jfion  on  his  Mind.  For  theft 
ceeltjliai  Orbs  appeared  to  dffcend  fo  /oiv,  as  to  touch 
the  Earth.,  fo  thut  the  Stars  ivere  mingled  among  Men. 
Then  he  lift  up  his  Hands  above  his  Head,  in  his  Dream 
to  keep  the  Heaven  from  quite  opprejpng  Mortals  ivitb 
its  Weight.  WWji  I  was  in  this  Pojiure,  faid  he, 
metbought  I  addrejfcd  tnyfelf  to  the  Sun,  befeeching  the 
refp  Undent  Gcd  to  retire  ivith  all  its  glittering  Train 
of  Light  to  their  ancient  Station  on  High.  W 'hereupon 
the  Sun  made  anfivcr,  When  I  (hall  have  actomplijhed 
Three  Hnudied  Circuits,  the  Heavens  will  return  to 
their  prcper  Places. 

When  Alcimon  had  related  this  Vifion,  the  King 
commanded  the  AJlrologers  to  ereci  a  Scheme  of  the 
prefent  Configurations  Above,  and  tell  him  what 
they  prefaged.  They  did  fo,  and  all  agreed,  That 
a  Deluge  fhould  Fir/I  overflow  the  whole  Earth, 
and  that  Afterwards  it  mould  be  totally  deftroy'd  by 
Fire. 

Upon  the  hearing  of  this,  they  fay,  King  Saudrid, 
commanded  the  Pyramids  to  be  built,  carrying  all 
his  Riches  into  them  with  the  Tabla  of  the  Myfte- 
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rious  Sciences,  and  Lzivs,  and  whatsoever  was 
efteem'd  precious  and  worthy  to  be  preterv'd  from 
the  General  Difiruffion.  And  the  Am  'h  of  Egypt 
fay,  that  he  commanded  thefe  Words  to  be  engraved 
on  them. 

/  Saudrid  laid  tbt  Foundation  of  the  Py- 
ramids, and  Jinijb'dt bent  in  Six  Tears  : 
Tit  I  challenge  any  future  King  to  de- 
wol/fl}  them  in  Six  Hundred  Tears ;  tbo' 
it  be  much  eafter  to  ruin  than  to  build. 
I  cover  d  'em  with  Silks  ;  let  any  Man 
after  me  cover  them  with  Mats,  if  be 
can, 

In  thus  aflerting  Saudn'J  to  be  the  Founder  of  the 
Pyramids,  it  ought  to  be  understood  only  of  fome 
of  the  Greateft  ;  and  that  the  other  fucceeding  Prin- 
ces (perhaps  after  the  flood,)  fpur'd  on  with  Emula- 
tion andDefire  of  Glory,  built  the  reft  ;  .which  is  the 
only  Way  to  reconcile  our  Arabian  Writers  to  He- 
rodotus Diodorus,  and  other  Hijlorians  of  the  Wcftt 
who  ailign  Cbtopi  or  Cbcmnis,  with  Cbephcrn,  Cha- 

7's,  and  Myctrinus  the  Son  of  Cbtmhist  as  Founders 
fome  particular  Pyramids.     Whilft    Strabo  and 
Pliny  afcribe  the  Building  of   one   to  Rbodope,    a 
famous  Strumptt,    or   at    leaft    to    fome    of    her 
Paramours. 

Doubtlefi,  there  is  great  Obfcurity  and  Con- 
fufion  in  the  Records  of  the  indents  about  the 
exa<El  Time  when  thofc  illuftrious  Monximuti  were 
built,  which  yet  is  an  impregnable  Argument  of 
their  Ant.quity;  fince,  ,when  our  Author  aiTerts 
this  or  that  King  to  have  built  a  Pyramid,  another 
demonftrates  the  contrary,  by  proving,  that  That 
Pyramid,  was  in  being  long  before  the  Days  of 

the 
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the  fuppos'd  Founder.  Neither  can  I  find  any  Con- 
currence of  Authorities  fo  rational  and  exa&ly 
agreeing,  as  that  of  the  Arabians,  who  all  unani- 
iroufly  deliver  as  a  certain  Truth,  That  thefe  un- 
parallel'd  Struflures  were  built  long  before  the 
Flood.  AM  which  is  confirmed  by  the  Egyptian  An- 
nals themfelves,  penn  d  by  thofe  of  the  Gipiitt  Race, 
who  defcended  from  Coftim,  Son  of  Mafar,  the  Son 
of  Baufcr,  tne  Son  of  Cham,  the  Son  of  Noah ;  with 
whom  and  his  Family,  Philemon  the  good  Pn-Jt 
made  an  Alliance  by  Marriage,  and  in  their 
Cuftody  were  the  Records  and  traditions  of  the  old 
World. 

But,  if  it  be  granted,  dear  Eunuch,  That  thofe 
Hijltriri  are  true  which  relate  the  Tranfadions  of 
the  Kings  of  Egypt  before  the  Flood;  what  Reafon 
have  we  to  call  in  Queftion  the  Fragments  of  Ma- 
ntthos,  a  Pricji  of  E^ypt  ;  or  the  Genealogy  and 
Succ-JJiQn  of  Egyptian  Mcnarchs  delivered  by  Hert- 
tlctus  ;  or  the  Cbrondogical  Regijiers  of  Egypt  un- 
folded by  Dicdorus,  which  carry  up  the  Reign  of 
their  Kings  to  above  a  Thoufand  Years  beyond  any 
other  the  moft  early  Epscha  of  the  Creation,  except 
that  of  the  dj/yrians,  or  the  intermiddle  Afcent 
of  paft  Ages  in  tiie  Records  of  the  Chimfe  and 
Indium  ? 

J  know  not  what  to  call  it,  whether  the  Cow- 
ardice of  the  Intellect  which  dare  not  venture  to 
launch  into  fo  vaft  a  Speculation  ;  or  its  Slotk, 
which  will  not  take  the  Pains  to  unfold  and  ftretch 
its  drowzy  Faculties  on  the  moft  natural  Idea  in 
the  World.  'Tis  true,  indeed,  we  cannot  without 
fome  Fatigue  contemplate  iledfaftly  the  Eternal 
Exiftence  and  Duration  of  Things.  'Tis  an  immor- 
tal Thought,  that  can  tranfport  the  Soul  back 
through  fudi  an  infinity  of  Ages.  Yet  the  Picafure 
is  agreeable  to  the  Undertaking  ;  becaufe  Truth, 
lerene  as  the  Mornings  ia  -£>)'/'«  enlightens  the 
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Prof.x-cl,  and  tempts  the  Mind,  if  'twere  poffible, 
to  look  even  beyond  Eternity  itfelf;  Whereas,  He 
that  only  confines  his  View  to  the  narrow  Horizon 
of  particular  Hiftories,  is  like  a  Man  in  a  Wilder- 
rrefs,  or  a.  low  and  fhady  Vale,  where  his  Eye  is 
curb'd  with  the  Interposition  of  Thickets,  uneven 
Ground,  and  envious  Enclofures.  For  fuch  are  the 
dark  Controverfies,  inextricable  Difficulties  and  af- 
fefted  Umbrages  of  naoft  Writers,  who  never  durfl 
peep  o'er  the  Mountains  of  receiv'd  Opinion  ;  or  if 
they  did,  they  fearfully  or  malicioufly  hid  their 
Discoveries  from  the  reft  of  Mortals.  I  tell  thee,  as 
GOD  is  Eternal,  there  cannot  be  aflign'd  an  Injiance 
of  Time,  wherein  the  World  did  not  exiit.  For  the 
firjl  Matter  flows  as  naturally  from  his  EJfince,  as 
Light  from  the  Sun. 

If  thou  adoreft  any  other  GOD  bat  this,  thou 
wilt  be  found  in  the  Numbers  of  Idolaters  and  Infi- 
4els,  who  pay  divine  Honours  to  certain  Mighty 
Angels,  Architects,  as  they  believe  of  the  Uui- 


They  behold  Houfes,  Caftles,  and  great  Cities 
buiit  by  Mortals,  and  at  a  certain  Period  ruin'd  by 
Fire,  Water,  Earthquakes,  other  Accidents  ;  or 
deftroy'd  by  the  EfFeds  of  War  :  From  hence  they 
form  a  Notion  of  the  World's  Original  and  Cata- 
Jirophe  :  They  confider  the  Animals,  Plants,  and 
Minerals  ;  that  every  Individual  perifhes  in  Time  ; 
and  that  even  in  the  Heavens  there  are  ftrong  Symp- 
toms of  Corruption  and  Alteration.  Hence  they  col- 
lect Arguments  to  prove  the  Weaknefs  and  Decay 
of  univerfal  Nature,  which  they  vainly  compare  to 
the  Life  of  a  IVian,  a  Beaft,  or  a  Tree.  And  as  they 
have  their  appointed  Scafons  of  Birth,  Growth, 
Maturity^  Decay,  and  Death  ;  fo  it  is  with  the 
Uni'verfe. 

But  all  this  is  Sopktjlry  ;  or  to  fpeak  more  favour- 
ably, we  ought  to  charge  it  to  the  4ccount  of 
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fhort  Meditation.  For  tho'  the  Individuals  of  all 
Kinds  are  chang'd,  ceaie  and  difappear  at  their  ap- 
pointed Periods  ;  yet  their  Species  or  Kinds  themfelves 
remain  for  ever  before  our  Eyes.  As  fa  ft  as  one  Man 
dies  another  is  born  ,•  and  fo  it  is  with  the  Brutes  t 
And  the  Seafons  of  the  Tear  in  their  proper  Courfe 
renew  all  the  Vtgetables.  We  find  t.he  Elements,  the 
Sun,  Moon,  Stars,  and  Earth  remain  unchangeable. 
And  why  then  mould  we  think  they  were  not  always 
fo,  and  will  not  continue-io  for  ever?  Or  if  this  be 
too  bold  a  Stretch,  let  us  conceive  them,  at  leaft 
much  more  ancient  and  durable,  than  they  are  gene- 
rally thought  to  be.  And  if  thefe  greater  Beings  ihall 
undergo  a  Change  in  their  outward  Forms,  we  may 
yet  believe  their  Sulft/wca  will  remain  for  ever. 

But  whether  corporeal  Stings  are  thus  lading  or  no, 
we  have  fomething  in  us  that  can  never  periflt.  Our 
Souls  are  Immortal,  and  need  not  the  Embalming  of 
Egypt  to  prefervc  them  from  Corruption. 

Therefore,  dear  Mthtmet,  Since  we  are  deftin'd 
to  live  for  ever  in  one  State  or  other,  let  us  not  fear 
Death,  which  is  but  a  Minute's  Slumber,  a  flaort 
Trance,  out  of  which  we  Ihall  immediately  awake, 
to  encreafe  our  Knowledge  and  Experience  of  thofe 
Myfteries  and  Secrets  of  Nature,  which  at  prefent  are 
hid  from  us.  In  a  Word,  Let  us  live  like  Phiiofo 
phers,  and  then  we  may  hope  to  die  with  the  fame 
Equanimity  of  Spirit  as  he  did,  who  in  his  laft  Ago- 
nies, being  afk'd  by  his  Friends,  Where  was  all  bts 
Pkilofophy  now?  Anfwer'd,  lamjujlentringonattew 
Difcovery  concerning  the  Natiurt  of  Salt.  And  with 
that  Word  he  expired. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  id  Moon, 
of  the  Year  16$ 7. 
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LETTER    XII. 

To  the  moft  Venerable  Mufti. 

IF  the  pablick  Seditions  mould  always  continue,  or 
be  as  frequently  renew'd  as  they  have  lately  been 
at  Confiantinople ;  and  if  their  Effefts  mall  be  equally 
fatal  to  the  Granges,  as  has  been  this  laft  horrid  Mu- 
tiny of  the  Soldiers;  to  congratulate  any  Man's Rifs 
to  an  eminent  Dignity,  will  be  but  to  flatter  him,  and 
Addreires  of  this  Nature  muft  be  eiteem'd  no  better 
than  mock  Compliments,  civil  Infults,  and  fafiiion- 
able  Sarcafms  :  Since  at  this  Rate,  great  Honours 
ought  to  be  look'd  on  no  otherwife,  but  as  direct  Ad- 
vances and  nearer  Approaches  to  Infamy  and  Death; 
when  a  Man  is  exalted  from  an  obfcure  Faftneis  and 
bumble  Security  to  the  glorious  Hazard  of  a  preci- 
pitate Fall. 

'Tis  therefore  when  I  come  to  kifs  the  Duft  of 
thy  Feet  among  the  Croud  of  True  Believers,  and  to 
welcome  thee  to  the  moft  facred  and  fublime  Vicarjbip 
on  Earth,  I  draw  near  with  an  Indifference  fuitable  co 
a  MvJJiilman,  wilhing  thee  not  more  Joy  than  Safety 
in  that  myfterious  Station,  but  fuch  a  Temperament 
of  both,  as  is  due  to  thy  Sanctity  and  incorrupt  Ac- 
tions. In  a  Word,  I  wilh  thee  a  perpetual  Immunity 
from  thy  Predeceflbr's  Temptations,  and  from  his 
Crimes;  and  then  thou  need'fl  not  fear  his  Misfor- 
tune and  Difgrace. 

Let  not  what  I  have  faid  pafs  far  an  Argument 
of  Difrefpeft  and  Undutifulnefs  to  the  Heir  of  Pro- 
phetick  and  Apoftolick  Revelation,  the  great  Patri- 
arch of  the  Faithful.  I  reverence  both  thy  Office 
and  Perfon,  yet  am  commanded  to  avoid  Flattery 
ajid  partial  AddreiTes  when  I  write  to  the  greater! 
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Sages  in  the  Empire,  And  had  not  this  Jnjuncliom 
been  laid  on  me,  my  own  natural  Temper  would 
prompt  me  to  (him  that  Vice  which  renders  a  Man  fd 
much  lefs  than  himfelf,  by  how  much  he,  exalts  ano- 
ther above  his  due. 

I  have  often  puopos'd  to  thy  Predeceflbr,  the  migh- 
ty Benefit  that  would  redound  to  the  whole  Ottoman' 
Empire,  if  Learning  were  more  encourag'd,  and  the 
Hiflories  of  Foreign  Nations  were  tranflated  into  thj* 
familiar  Language  of  the  Muffhlmans. 

It  is,  that  thofe  who  are  deftin'd  to  fubdue  all 
Things,  and  have  already  fpent  their  glorious  Con- 
qaeft  through  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Earth,  mould  btf 
acquainted  with  the  Tranfaftions  of  former  Times, 
the  Wars  of  illuftrious  and  brave  Heroes,  the  Rife 
and  Fall  of  ancient  Kingdoms,  and  in  general,  th« 
moft  noted  Revolutions  in  the  World.  From  fuch 
Records  our  Generals  and  Military  Men  may  draw 
Examples  of  Fortitude  and  Patience,  Conduft  and 
Prudence,  in  all  the  Fatigues  and  Difficulties  of  War. 
Our  Statefmen  may  improve  their  Knowledge  in  all 
the  Maxims  of  Policy  and  Wi'Hom  requifite  in  Time 
of  Peace.  In  fine,  Men  of  all  Conditions  may  leara 
the  Precepts  of  Morality  and  Vice. 

Methinks  'tis  Pity,  that  we  who  pofiefs  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  ancient  Grecians,  the  Kingdoms  of  Co- 
rinth, and  Lacedeemon  ;  the  Empire  of  Macedon>  and 
ihe  State  of  the  Jews ;  fliould  be  ignorant  of  th« 
Laws  by  which  thefe  divers  Countriei  were  of  old 
govern'd  ;  and  the  Characters,  Lives,  and  Actions  of 
their  firft  Law-givers,  and  fucceeding  Governors. 

But  if  thou  malt  determine,  that  the  Knowledge 
of  thefe  remote  Affairs  is  fuperfluous  and  unneceflary 
for  True  Relievers,  let  th.em  at  leaft  not  be  ignorant 
in  their  own  Htftory,  and  the  Original  of  their  Pro- 
genitors. 
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'Tis  true,  we  Arabian}  have  all  along  taken  Care 
of  our  Genealogies,  every  Family  and  Tribe  being 
diligent  to  preierve  the  Memory  of  their  Anceftors, 
and  all  concur  with  an  unanimous  Zeal  to  Reeifter 
the  holy  Lineage  of  Mahomet,  the  Meflengerof  GOD. 
So  that  we  can  from  his  Father  Abdulla  run  up  in  a 
direct  paternal  Line  to  Caydar,  the  Second  Son  of 
Ifmatl  (on  whom  be  the  Benedictions  ef  GOD.)  We 
are  not  ignorant  how  this  Caydar  (from  whom  the 
noble  Corei's  derive  their  Pedigree)  firft  fettled  at 
Mecca,  in  pore  Devotion  to  the  Square  Temple, 
which  was  built  by  Angels ;  when  he  might  as  well 
kave  chofen  the  more  fertile  Plains  of  Medea,  Perfia, 
and  Ajjyria,  as  did  his  Brethren  Doatna,  Napbii,  and 
Rtdma.  But  he  forefaw  by  his  Skill  in  Aflro!ogy, 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Regions  would  be  Ido- 
laters :  And  fo  it  came  to  pafs ;  for  they  were  in 
the  Number  of  thofe  who  ador'd  the  Fire.  For  the 
fame  Reafon,  he  chofe  not  for  his  Seat  Armenia, 
though  that  Country  be  renewn'd  for  the  Retting  of 
Noah's  Ark  on  Mount  Geudis,  and  [the  famous  Ci- 
ty Tbemanine,  or  the  Work  of  Eighty,  who  efcap'd 
in  the  Ark.  But  Caydar  knew  that  the  People  of 
that  Province  (hould  worfhip  the  Sun,  and  it  was  ve- 
rify 'd  i»  the  Pofterity  of  his  Brethren  Nabfam  and 
Adafna.  Therefore  he  chofe  Mecca,  though  a  barren, 
Country,  becaufehe  knew  it  was  the  Seat  predeilin'd 
to  the  Eleft  Linee-ge.  the  Generation  of  Juit  Men  and 
Prophets,  from  whom  was  to  fpring  the  Light  of  the 
.World,  Mabomit,  who  in  Paradifc  is  call  d  Ai  Butra- 
Jim,  and  in  Heaven  Ackmet. 

Caydar  was  the  only  Son  of  Ifmael,  who  took 
Part  with  his  Father,  and  followed  his  Example, 
worihipping  one  GOD,  Creator  of  the  Worlds,  as  h? 
had  learn'd  by  Tradition  from  Abrahim  the  Beloved^ 
Of  the  Eternal :  Whereas  l$ayb(yetb,  Abb  act,  Tbema^ 
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and  the  reft  of  the  Twelve  either  ador'd  the  Sun, 
Moon  and  Stars,  or  the  Elements,  except  Jackourt 
who  paid  divine  Honours  to  the  True  Betlemer  ;  and 
Hadal  and  Majfa,  who  facrific'd  Bcails  to  the  Idols 
Bokinun  and  Aiz,e . 

And  as  our  Hiftorians  have  been  thus  particularly 
exadt  in  recording  the  Affairs  of  the  Twelve  Sons  of 
Ifmael ,  fo  they  have  (hew'd  themfelves  no  lefs  pre- 
cife  in  relating  theTranfaclions  of  the  Twelve  Tribes 
which  defc<-nd  from  them,  even  down  to  the  prefent 
Age. 

1  do  not  inful  on  this,  to  teach  thee  fomething 
whereof  thou  arc  ignorant ;  but  to  put  thee  in  Mind 
of  the  Benefit  and  Advantage,  befides  the  vail 
Delight  which  accrues  to  a  Nation,  by  thus  pre- 
(erving  the  Memoirs  of  their  Anceilors  ;  in  which 
my  Countrymen  have  exceeded  the  Fidelity  and  Care 
of  ail  other  People. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  Induftry  of  Arabian 
Writers,  the  Hiftory  of  t  he  whole  Saraan  Empire^ 
the  Succeffions  of  the  Caliphs,  with  their  Wars  and 
Conquefts,  would  have  been  either  quite  loft  this 
Age,  or  at  leaft  much  deprav'd  and  falfi:y'd  by 
the  Malice  of  Chrijlian  and  Perjian  Authors,  both 
equally  Enemies  to  the  '1  ruth  ;  by  which  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  every  Nation  ought  to  regifter  their  own 
Tranfaclions. 

What  therefore  I  chiefly  aim  at  is,  that  the  glo- 
rious O/mans,  who  have  by  their  Valour  entered  in- 
to the  PoliciTiOHs  and  Territories  of  many  ancient 
Nations,  might  alib  be  acquainted  with  the  Hiltories 
of  thofe  People  whofe  Lands  they  enjoy  :  But  above 
all,  I  wifh,  that  after  they  have  found  a  Way  to  fo 
much  Wealth  and  Honour,  they  would  not  lofe 
themfelves,  and  their  own  Original. 

I  fpeak  of  the  Turks,  properly  fo  call'd  ;  the 
Defcendanti  of  the  Scythian:,  who  by  fome  were 
the  moil  undent  Nation  on  Earth ;  a  Peo- 
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pie  for-m'd  by  Nature  for  the  Empire  of  the  World ; 
were  never  conquered  thernfelves,  yet  fpread  their 
Victories  over  all  -djia.  They  routed  Zcpyrio,  a  Ge- 
rera/of  sliexauicr  the  Great :  And  drove  back  a  huf- 
fing King  of  Egypt,  with  Shame  and  Lofs  to  his  own 
Country  :  In  £ne,  They  were  a  People  naturally  jutt» 
temperate,  hardy,  and  endued  with  all  the  excellent 
Qualities  which  the  Philofophy  of  the  Greeks  and 
Remans  could  never  iufpire  in  their  Subjects,  tho' 
they  aimed  at  it. 

Thefe  were  the  People,  O  Oracle  of  Bcliiven,  from 
whom  the  prefeni  Turks  defcend.  And  is  it  not  a 
Shame,  that  they  can  give  no  other  Account  of  their 
Anceftors,  but  what  they  borrow  from  the  CJ.rifliatis, 
*vho,  in  the  mean  Tune,  reproach  the  Muj/ulmanj 
with  Ignorance  and  Barbarifm  ? 

Tis  for  this  Reafon  I  renew  the  fame  Requeft  to 
thee,  which  I  often  made  to  thy  Predeceffor,  that 
Learning  may  be  encourag'd  :  Let  all  the  ancient 
^Records,  and  Hiftories  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  b« 
fought  out  and  tranflated,  by  Men  fkilful  in  Languor 
ges,  into  the  familiar  Speech  of  the  Ottomans :  Some, 
I  know,  are  already  common  among  the  Graxdees,  as 
Uercdotvs^  Plutarch,  and  others ;  but  let  not  any  ere/- 
dible  Writer  be  wanting. 

In  doing  this,  thou  wilt  put  a  Check  to  the  Scoffij 
of  Infidels,  augment  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  tht 
Mujffiilmans,  and  leave  an  immortal  Name  behind 
thee  on  Earth  ;  which  will  make  thy  Joys  in  Paradift 
more  fweet  to  an  Infinity  of  Ages. 

Paris,  2c>th  of  tt>t  gd  Moon, 
of  the  fear  1657. 
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LETTER  xrn. 

7«  the  Kaimacham.  - 

ALL  Europe,  except  the  French  and  Sived  s,  hangs 
/\  down  her  Head  for  the  Death  of  the  German 
JEmperor.  Hs  went  to  the  Immonals  on  tfte  2ci  Day 
of  this  Moon,  after  a  long  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  and  Forty- 
nine  Years  of  Life  on  Earth. 

N fit  ban  Ben  Saddi,  Agent  of  the  Porte  at  Viewm, 
informs  me,  That  on  the  tame  Day,  whereon  the  Em- 
peror died,  the  Imperial  Palace  took  Fire  on  a  fudden, 
and  with  fuch  Impetuofity,  that  a  great  Part  of  it 
was  prefently  confum'd,  and  the  King  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia*  the  Emperor's  Son,  narrowly  efcap'd 
ivi  h  his  Life.  This  is  efteem'd  a  bad  Omen  to  the 
Empire ;  and  without  being  fuperititious,  I  can  af- 
fure  thee,  that  Germany  is  in  a  very  bad  Condition  at 
this  Juncture.  The  Eleftors  are  fo  divided  on'  the 
Scare  of  Religion,  and  their  fecular  Intcrcil  and  Alii- 
cr  :es,  that  in  all  Probability,  they  will  not  with  Eale 
Decide  the  Succelaon. 

The  Duke  of  Brandmburgb  having  united  himfelf 
to  the  Swedes,  will  not  coafent  to  the  inftalling  Leo- 
fold  Ignatius  Jofepbus,  the  Emperors  Son,  becaufe 
that  Prince  fupports  the  Caufe  of  the  Poles  and  Danes. 
The  Palatine  of  HeydJberg  and  Duke  of  Bavaria* 
are  at  odds  about  their  private  Pretenfions.  The 
Duke  of  Saxony  would  fain  be  Emperor  nirnfelf,  or 
have  one  at  leaft  of  the  Lutheran  'RilLgion  :  And  the 
reft  are  fo  incens'd  ag  dnft  the  Houfe  of  Auflria*  that 
it  is  thought,  none  but  the  Ecclefiaftick  Princes  will 
vote  for  the  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia.  So  that 
there  being  no  King  of  the  Romans  to  claim  the  Suc- 
ceffioH  by  the  Law  of  the  Empire,  the  Throne  is 
.like  to  fee  vacant  yet  a  while. 
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Cardinal  Mazarini,  who  watches  all  Opportuni- 
ties to  aggrandize  his  Mafter,  has  difpatched  away 
ieveral  Couriers  into  Germany,  to  negotiate  privately 
with  the  Eleftors,  and  concert  thofe  Meafures  which 
will  be  moft  for  the  Intereft  of  France.  And,  J  tell 
thee>  this  Miniver  has  no  fmall  Influenue  on  the  Ele- 
ftor  Colen,  and  Prince  Palatine  of  the  Rhine:  Be- 
tides, thou  wilt  fay,  he  gees  the  right  Way  to  Work, 
when  thou  (halt  know  that  he  makes  ufe  of  the  French 
Gold  to  compafs  his  Defigns. 

No  fooner  did  the  Ntws  of  the  Emperor's  Death 
arrive  at  this  Court,  but  it  was  obferv'd  the  Cardinal 
took  up  a  Hundred  Thoafand  Piftoles  of  the  publick 
Sanquiers  in  this  City  :  And  every  Body  guefs'd  how 
'twould  bedifpofed. 

The  Portuguese  Ambaflador  at  this  Court  has  caus'd 
extraordinary  Fire-Workt  to  be  play'd  on  the  River 
Seine,  before  the  Palace  of  the  King,  in  Honour  of 
his  Mailer's  Coronation,  the  young  King  of  Portugal. 
But  the  Spaniards  are  preparing  more  deftruftive  fire- 
Works  on  the  Frontier*  of  that  Kingdom,  being  ready 
to  enter  it  with  an  Army  of  Sixteen  Thoufand  Men, 
to  recover  the  Portuguese  Crown. 

In  fending  thee  thefe  Intelligences,  fage  Minifter, 
J  am  not  concern'd  for  the  Infdth.  Who  dies,  or 
who  lives,  who  rifes  or  who  falls,  is  all  one  to  Mab- 
xiHt,  provided  the  Grand  Signieri  Health,  Life,  and 
fiappinefs  be  augmented  :  And  this  I  fpeak  a:  an 
and  True  Believer. 


Paris,  3Oth  of  the  4th  Moeat 
of  the  Tt  at  1657* 
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LETTER    XIV. 

To  Raba  Mahomet,  General  of  tbe  Ot- 
toman Forces,  at  bis  Camp  near 
Adrianople. 

TH  E  facred  Empire  of  True  Believers  is  befet 
at  this  Time  with  Infidels,  Rebels,  and  He- 
reticks.  Here  are  many  Rumours  fpread  abroad, 
concerning  the  Per/tans,  and  the  Interelt  they  have  in 
the  BaJ/a  and  Citizens  of  Babylon.  They  talk  alfo 
that  fome  Malecontents  deiign  Things  which  ought 
not  to  be  nam'd. 

GOD  has  given  me  two  Ears,  and  I  hear  thefe 
Difcourfe*  with  both,  but  I  entertain  them  with  one 
unchangeable  Judgment,  that  they  are  only  the 
Whifpers  of  Fame,  which  has  a  Thoufand  double 
Tongues.  Jf  it  be  true,  that  the  four  Cbiaufu,  who 
were  difpatch'd  to  Babylon,  from  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior, to  confirm  the  Inhabi  ants  of  that  City  in  their 
Allegiance,  and  allure  them  of  fpeedy  Succours, 
were  murther'd  by  the  difloyal  Citizens ;  I  doubt 
not  but  'tis  as  true,  that  the  Plague  has  confum'd 
the  greareft  Part  of  the  Redheads,  in  their  Camp 
at  Arunfacat.  What  though  thefe  Balylonian  Mun- 
grels  cry,  Long  lime  the  King  of  Perfia  !  The  reft  of 
the  Empire,  with  true  Zeal  and  Devotion,  pray 
for  the  Health  and  Profperity  of  the  Grand  Seignior. 
What  tho'  the  Snltan  has  fworn  by  G  O  D  and  his 
Throne,  by  the  Heavens  and  the  Earth,  that  he  will 
go  againil  the  Fenctiam  in  Perfon  !  The  Mufti  can 
eafily  abfolve  him  in  Cafe  of  fupreme  Neceffity, 
whence  his  Prefence  is  requifue  againft  the  more  ae- 
curfed  Kyfilbafcki. 

Tis  probable  the  Qfman  Monarchy  may  be  much 

embarrafs'd   by    domeftkk  Troubles,    and  foreign 
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Wars  ;  yet  he  that  founded  it,  and  is  the  Confervator 
of  Ages,  will  out  of  thefe  very  Diftenjpers  and  Evils, 
produce  a  good  Conftitution  of  Health  in  the  State, 
and  a  firmer  Eitablimment  againft  all  Enemies. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Venetian  are  very  bufy 
in  their  Levies  at  Home,  and  in 'making  Interefts 
Abroad.  Couriers  are  perpetually  porting  up  and 
•down  Cbrifitndom,  to  and  from  that  City.  They 
would  willingly  have  all  the  Bufmefs  of  Europe  fuper- 
feded  for  their  Sakes.  Every  where  'tis  vvhiiper'd 
there's  fome  grand  Defign  on  Foot  againft  the  Turkt, 
but  no  body  knows  what.  And  I  tell  thee,  France, 
Spain,  Germany,  Poland,  Sweden,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Nazcnne  Kingdoms,  are  too  much  entangled 
among  themfelves  to  have  any  Thoughts  of  meddling 
with  remote  Affairs. 

The  Poles  would  have  had  the  German  Emperor 
taken  that  Crown  in  Vafialage,  on  Condition  of 
prote&mg  it  'from  the  Swedes.  But  whilJl  the  Em- 
peror was  alive,  he  weigh'd  the  Difficulties,  and  re* 
•Fus'd  fo  chargeable  an  Offer.  Now  he  is  lately 
dead,  and  the  Empire  is  hardly  capable  to  defend 
itfelf. 

Differences  are  newly  rifen  between  the  Duke  of 
favaria,  and  the  Elector  Palatine  of  Htydelberg  ; 
each  claiming  a  Right  to  be  Vicar  of  the  Empire  du- 
jing  the  Vacancy  ;  and  they  are  preparing  on  both 
Sides  to  diipute  the  Mauer  with  the  Sword  ;  whilit 
the  King  of  Sin-ftitn  fmiles  lecretly  at  their  Inteftine 
Quarrels,  refolving  to  be  reveng'4  on  Germany,  for 
the  Affritance  they  have  given  to  Cajimir,  King  of 
Poland. 

At  the  fame  Time,  the  Denes  are  arming  and 
equipping  by  Sea  and  Lane*,  to  demand  Juftice  of  the 
Swit'ts.  Whiiil  the  cunning  fifufct-vife  ftands  aloft, 
amuiing  all  Parties  with  fpecious  Pretexts,  but  dc- 
o»ly  to  play  his  own  Came,  and  efpoufe 

that 
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hat  Quarrel  which  will  bring  him  moft  Booty  ; 
Prince  Raggtjii  promifes  fair  to  the  Swedes,  but  'tis 
thought,  will  prove  falfe  in  the  End.  The  Couu- 
fels  of  thefe  Uncircumcifed,  are  full  of  Treachery. 
They  are  infatuated,  blinded,  and  know  not  what 
they  do. 

The  Cafe  is  as  bad  in  Spain,  where  the  King  is 
making  vail  Preparations  to  enter  Portugal,  and 
claim  that  Crown,  hoping  to  make  Advantage  of 
their  domeftick  Factions  fince  the  Death  of  Don  Jttan 
de  Braganza.,  the  late  Portuguai  King  ;  Not  conn- 
dering  that  the  French  are  like  to  find  him  Work 
enough  in  Italy,  Flanders,  and  Catalonia  ;  befides  the 
continual  Damages  he  receives  by  Sea  from  the  Eng- 
lijh,  and  the  l.ofies  he  fuflains  in  America*  I  tell 
thee  in  a  Word,  all  Eurtpc  is  at  this  Time  in  fuch  a 
Hurly-Burly,  that  they  have  no  Leifure  to  attend  our 
.Motions  in  the  Eaft  ;  every  Kingdom  and  State,  be- 
ing wholly  bufy'd  in  their  own  Affairs,  and  Venice 
can  rely  on  nothing  but  her  own  Strength.  Go  on 
then,  brave  General  of  the  Army,  deilin'd  to  chaltifc 
thefe  Infidels,  and  let  nothing  difcourage  thee  from 
purfuing  the  Aims  of  Honour  and  Religion.  Let  the 
proud  Franks  know  that  there  is  a  Sword  drawn  in 
the  E'aft,  which  will  never  be  put  up,  till  it  has  not 
only  cut  off  the  Exterior  Members,  but  even  ript  up 
the  Bowels  of  the  Wejiern  Empire. 

The  Inhabitants  of  iidly  are  in  a  great  Conftef- 
jution,  by  Reafon  of  a  frem  Eruption  of  Fire  from 
Mount  JEtna,  or  Mount  Gibel,  whereby  the  City 
Catania,  and  aojacent  Parts,  are  much  in  Danger, 
and  the  Afhes  are  fcacter'd  all  over  the  Ifland.  This 
Mountain  has  at  Times  flamed  forth  in  an  extraordi- 
nary Manner  for  immemorable  Ages ;  and  in  alt 
Probability,  will  continue  to  do  fo  tila  tue  Day  of 
Judgment. 

There  is  like  to  be  a  new  Quarrel  between  France 

and  Holland,  tiie  latter  complaining,  That  they  nave 
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had  above  Three  Hundred  Mercliant  Ships  taken 
from  them  by  the  French  within  thefe  Seven  Years. 
Upon  which  they  have  ftopp'd  Two  Veffels  belong- 
ing to  this  Kingdom,  and  Mifunder Hand  ings  encreaie 
apace  between  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  German  Court  is  preparing 
to  choofe  a  new  Emperor.  His  Son  is  the  Perion  de- 
Cgn'd  for  this  Dignity,  if  the  Electors  do  not  oppofe 
it.  His  Name  is  Leopoldus  Ignatius  Jofephus,  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia.  He  lays  fick  of  a  dangerous 
Difeafe,  not  lefs  loathfome  than  the  Plague. 

And  now  I  have  mention'd  this  Scourge  of  GOD, 
it  will  not  be  amifs  to  inform  thee,  That  in  Rome  and 
Naples,  where  it  has  rag'd  thefe  Eleven  Moons,  and 
has  deftroy'd  a  Hundred  and  Eighty  Thoufand  Peo- 
ple, 'tis  not  now  to  be  heard  of  j  Commerce  is  re- 
tfored  ;  Publick  Courts  fit  ;  Ambaffadors.  have  Audi- 
ence ;  and  all  Things  run  in  their  luonttd  Channel. 
Yet  in  Genoa  they  feel  it  (till. 

The  Souls  of  thefe  Infdtls  are  infe&ed  with  an  in- 
fernal Peftilence,  and  therefore  GOD  rains  Curfes  on 
them,  whilft  the  Elect  ef  all  Nations  are  preferv'4 
from  all  Evil,  being  mark'd  in  the  Forehead  by  the 
Angel  of  Health. 

Paris,   i  5th  of  the  5th  MeoM, 
ef  the  Tear  1657. 

LETTER    XV. 

To  Cara  Mali,  Phyfician  to  tbe  Grand 
Signior. 

!Have  encountered  a  Paflage  in  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Firit  Caliphs,  which  a  little  entangles  me. 
y  Faith  is  dujointtd.     Thou  knoweft  we  MuJJul- 
jn&ns  btiieve,  that  M*  Bute  was  the  true  SucceJ'or 

of 
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of  the  Prophet :  Yet  when  I  confider,  that  he  at- 
tain'd  the  Sovereignty  by  Surprize,  without  the  Con- 
fent  of  the  MuJJulmans,  I  know  not  what  to  think  of 
it 

After  the  Death  of  the  Meflenger  of  G  O  D,  the 
Inhabitants  of  Mecca  and  Medina  rais'd  a  Sedition, 
and  took  up  Arms,  each  challenging  the  Right  of 
Election  to  themfelves.  When  to  prevent  the  ill  Con- 
fequences  of  this  Tumult,  Abu.  Becre  and  Omar  im- 
mediately came  to  them  ;  and  to  end  the  Controver- 
fy,  Omar  ftretching  forth  his  Hand  to  Abu  Becre,  fa- 
luted  him  Caliph,  and  lifting  up  his  Hand  to  Hea-vett, 
fwore  Allegiance  to  him  :  Which  Example  fuddenly 
prevail'd  on  others,  and  fo  the  Tumult  was  appeas'd. 
Vet  Omar  himfelf  feenTd  to  repent  of  what  he  had 
done  :  For  a  while  after  he  was  heard  te  fay,  AJJu- 
redly  the  Inauguration  of  Abu  Becre  *wci  a  rajh  un- 
ad-viftd  "Thing  ;  G  O  D  avert  the  Evil  <vchicb  may  re- 
fult  frotn  it.  But  lit  It  be  a  Lan»,  That  if  any  one 
hireaftir  jhall  pi  (fume  to  Jo  as  1  have  done,  andfaoear 
Ttalty  to  another,  without  the  A/ent  of  the  Muffulmans, 
ht  Jhall  be  put  to  Death. 

But  that  which  is  of  greateft  Moment  with  me> 
is,  That  Alt  EVii  AliTbaleb,  the  Son-in-Laiu  of  the 
Prophet,  was  not  prefent  at  this  Ele&ion,  who  had 
as  much  Right  to  the  Caliphate,  as  any  of  them,  if 
not  more ;  at  leafl  he  had  a  Right  to  vote.  And 
when  he  firft  heard  the  News,  he  protefted  againft 
what  they  had  done  as  null  and  invalid,  in  Regard, 
they  had  not  confulted  him.  Certainly  Ali  EVn  Abi 
Tbaleb  was  a  matchleis  Hero,  performing  Miracln 
of  Valour  in  Defence  of  the  Prophet.  When  he  be- 
fieg'd  Chaibar,  a  City  of  the  jews,  he  took  the 
Gates  of  the  City  from  off  their  Hinges,  and  us'd 
them  as  his  Shield.  When  he  brandifh'd  his  glit- 
terring  Sword,  he  ma^ie  his  Enemies  tremble, 
will  lay  no  more  in  his  Praife,  left  thou  fhould'ft 
conclude,  I  have  lifted  myfelf  in  the  Number  of  the 

JEjnotf 
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What  I  write,  i$  only  by  way  of  Scru- 
liny,  being  difTatisfy'd  about  thefe  Things. 

So  when  Abu  Becre  lay  on  his  Death  Bed,  he 
call'd  for  Otbman  EFn  Apha*,  the  Scribe,  and  bid 
him  write  as  follows  :  In  the  Name  of  GOD,  Gra- 
cious and  Merciful;  this  is  tie  Teftimony  of  Abdollah 
Eb'n  Abu  Kohopha,  nvhen  be  ivas  arrived  to  the  lajl 
Hour  of  this  World,  and  the  firft  of  the  World  to  come. 
Then  he  fell  into  a  Trance,  while  Otbman  proceeded, 
and  wrote  the  Name  of  Omar  EV  no  I  Chattab. 
Then  Abu  Becre  awak'd,  and  afking  Otbman  ivhom 
he  bad  namd  for  bit  SucceJJbr  ;  he  reply  'd,  Gmar  $ 
7bou  bajl  done  ivell,  faid  he,  and  according  to  my 
Mind.  Yet  if  tbou  hafft  named  thy  felf,  affuredly  tbo* 
art  worthy  the  Hcnour,  Thus  Omar  fucceeded  in 
the  Caliphate,  by  the  private  Order  cf  Abu  Becre, 
without  afldng  the  Confent  of  the  Mujfalmans.  It 
leoks  like  a  Contrivance  or  Bargain  between  thofp 
two  at  firft.  When  Omar  fwore  Fealty  to  Abu  Becret 
One  would  fufpeft  he  made  him  promife  to  bequeath 
the  Caliphate  to  him.  Be  it  how  it  will,  thou  feeft 
Omar  accepted  the  Government,  on  Conditions, 
which  he  himfelf  had  ma«e  Unlawful,  when  he  pro- 
hibited any  Succeffion,  that  ihould  be  made  without 
the  Confent  of  the  Mitjfulmans.  He  was  the  firil  that 
was  called  Amiro  hnumenlm,  or,  Commander  .of  th« 
Faithful. 

It  is  reported,  that  when  Omar\vzs  near  his  Death, 
thofe  that  flood  about  him  dcfir'd  him  to  name  hi« 
Sccceffor  ;  they  themfelves  recommended  AH  EV* 
Abi  Taleb,  becaufe  of  his  Relation  to  the  Prophet. 
But  he  rejected  him,  and  committed  the  F.ledion  of 
his  Succeflbr  to  Otbman,  Aiiy  '[elbat  Az,obiat  Abu 
Obeid  and  Saaa"  Eb'n  />bi  Wukka.  Abu  Obeid  there- 
fore coming  to  Alt  Eb'n  Abi  Taleb,  faid  thus  to 
him,  Art  tbou  be  to  whom  /  maj/fivrar  Futility,  that 
thou  luilt  acJ  according  to  the  Book  of  G  O  D,  and 
tbt  La-us  of  bis  Prophet,  and  the  Coryhiufion  of  tix 
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Two  Seniors  ?  All  anfwered,  /  'will  ever  afi  accord- 
ing to  the  Book  of  God,  and  the  Luna  of  his  Prophet ; 
but  as  to 'the  Canflitutions  of  the  t*wo  Seniors  1  will  fol- 
low my  own  Counjfl,  Then  Abu  Obcid  going  to  Qth- 
tnan,  laid  the  fame  Words :  And  Othman  promifed  to 
perform  all  that  they  required,  So  they  chofe  Othman 
to  fucceed  Omar  in  the  Caliphate.  He  was  accufed  of 
too  great  Partiality  to  thofe  of  his  Blood  ;  for  he  re- 
called Hvcem  Ebnc'l  At  Efrn  Omaih,  whom  the  Pro- 
phet had  banim'd.  He  gave  him  alfo  an  Hundred 
Thoufand  Afpers,  and  to  Abdella  E&n  Chaltd,  he  gave 
Forty  Thoufand.  They  taxed  him  alfo  with  Pride, 
in  that  he  fat  on  the  higheft  Seat  of  the  Prophetick 
Throne,  where  none  but  the  Holy  Prophet  himfelf 
had  ever  fate  :  For  Abu  Becre  in  Reverence  to  the 
Meffenger  of  GOD  fat  one  Step  below  it,  and  Omar 
two.  So  that  the  Arabians  being  incens'd  at  Othman '$ 
Arrogance,  and  other  Vices,  took  up  Arms,  and 
kill'd  him.  Then  fucceeded  AH. 

I  rehearfe  this  Hiftory  to  thee,  that  thou  may'ft 
know  the  particular  Grounds  of  my  DiiTatisfaclion, 
and  give  me  thy  Opinion  in  this  Matter.  For,  if 
Abu  Becre,  Omar,  and  Othman  were  unlawfully  lift- 
ed to  the  Caliphate,  it  follows,  that  they  were  Ufur- 
fet-j,  and  Hali,  the  only  true  Succeilbr  of  the  Prophet. 
And,  if  this  be  granted,  then  we  have  no  Reafon  to 
curfe  the  Petjians,  who  are  the  Followers  of  Hali. 
GOD  knows  which  is  in  the  Right,  We  crThey. 
We  are  all  the  Difciples  of  the  Prophet,  and  believe 
in  the  Unity  of  the  Divine  Eflence  GOD  blefs  Ma- 
homet our  Lawgiver,  with  all  thofe  of  his  Houfe. 
GOD  blefs  Mahomet  our  glorious  Su!t;;n:  In  fingj 
GOD  blefs  thee  and  me. 

Paris,  ijth  of  the  5th  Mow, 
of  tbeTtar  1657. 
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LETTER   XVI. 
$o  Cara  Muftapha,  BafTa. 

T)  Y  the  Notices  which  I  receive  from  Conftantino- 
|"j  p/e,  it  appears  that  the  Ground  ef  all  the  pub- 
lick  Difcontents  in  that  City,  is  the  Venetians  Conqueft 
and  Pofieffion  of  Tenedos  :  As  if  the  People  thought 
that  Ifland  would  prove  as  fatal  now  to  the  MuJ/uI- 
mans,  as  it  was  formerly  to  old  Troy,  when  the  Gre- 
cian* under  the  Conduft  of  Agamemnon  pitch'd  their 
£rft  Camp  there,  to  recover  Helena,  the  faireft  Wo- 
man of  Greece,  whom  Parit  the  Prince  of  Tray  had 
ravifh'd  from  her  Hufband's  Embraces. 

That  Rape  was  fatal  to  the  Trojans  :  For,  aftet 
Ten  Years  War,  their  City  was  taken  by  Stratagem, 
and  burnt  to  Afhes :  Their  Princes  and  Nobles  either 
all  {lain,  or  carried  away  Captives  by  the  victorious 
Greeks.  Only  JEneat  fav'd  his  Father  alive,  carrying 
him  on  his  Back  out  of  the  Flames,  and  with  Ibmc 
other  Commar.ders  efcap'd  te  Sea,  in  fuch  Veflels  as 
they  found  ready.  The  Hiftory  of  all  his  Adven- 
tures is  too  tedious  for  a  Letter.  Suffice  it  to  fay, 
that  after  many  Voyages  from  one  Region  to  another, 
at  laft  he  landed  in  Italy,  where  he  and  his  Company 
fettled.  And  from  them  the  Venetians,  with  other 
People  of  Europe,  derive  their  Original. 

*Tis  this  makes  the  prefent  Poffeflion  of  Tine  Jos  ap- 
pear as  an  ill  Omen,  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Superfti- 
tious  :  As  if  thofe  Relicks  of  ancient  Troy  were 
now  come  to  recover  the  Habitations  of  their  Fa- 
thers, and  drive  both  Greeks  and  MuJJulmans  out  of 
the  Empire. 

But  thefe  are  only  Chimera's  and  Dreams ;  for 
when  a  Nation  is  once  difplanted  from  the  Native 
Seat,  they  feldom  or  never  take  Root  there  again. 

Be- 


VoLV.     a  SPY  at  PARIS.         i8j 

Befides,  who  knows  whether  the  Venetians  defcend 
from  Troy  or  no  ?  'Tis  true,  indeed,  if  Hiftoriatis 
fpeak  Truth,  that  JEneas  fail'd  into  Italy*  two  Years 
after  the  Burning  of  Troy  :  'Tis  probable  alib,  that 
he  built  La<vin:ufn  ;  as  Padua  is  afcrib'd  to  dntenor 
one  of  his  Captains.  But  where's  the  Confequence, 
that  the  Venetians  ftiould  therefore  be  the  Ojf-fpring 
of  thefe  Heroick  Fugitives?  They  may  as  well  fay, 
the  French  are  the  Poftcrity  of  the  Moors,  becaufe  thofe 
Africans  once  feared  them  elves  in  Spain.  For  juft  fo 
independent  are  the  States  of  Italy  one  of  another, 
and  their  Inhabitants  of  as  different  Genealogies,  as 
are  thefe  two  potent  Kingdoms,  with  the  People  that 
dwell  in  them. 

And  now  the  Trojan  War  is  in  my  Mind,  I  can- 
not but  fmile  at  the  egregious  Folly  of  Ajax,  the 
Son  of  Telamon.  This  was  a  great  Commander  in 
the  Grecian  Army,  a  huge,  brawny,  Giant  like  Fel- 
low, that  had  perform 'd  Prodigies  of  Strength  and 
Valour  in  combating  with  the  Trojans,  and  yet  at  laft 
fell  upon  his  own  Sword  and  kill'd  himfelf,  becaufe 
he  could  not  have  his  Will  of  Ulyjffes  ;  and  all  about 
an  old  rufty  Buckler,  taken  from  the  Enemy,  which 
djax  claim'd  as  his  Right,  in  Reward  of  his  merito- 
rious Services,  and  of  the  many  Scars  he  had  re- 
ceiv'd.  But  Ulyffes  over-rul'd  the  Counfel  of  War, 
that  was  call'd  on  Purpofe  to  decide  this  Quarrel, 
aud  got  the  Shield  himfelf.  For  being  a  cunning 
plaufible  Fellow,  he  pleaded,  That  tho1  the  Cou- 
rage and  brave  Adions  of  Jjax  deferv'd  all  due 
Honour  and  Acknowledgment ;  yet  the  Surprize 
of  Troy,  and  ending  of  the  War,  was  only  owing 
to  his  Wit  and  Contrivance,  who  deluded  the 
Trojans  with  a  Wooden  Horfe,  in  the  Belly  of 
which  lay  a  Detachment  of  armed  Men  ;  and  thefe, 
after  the  Horfe  was  admitted  into  that  City,  came 
out  of  their  Neft  in  the  Dead  of  the  Night,  and 

fet 
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fet  Fire  to  the  Horfe,  opening  the  Gates  alfo  to  the 
Grecian  Army. 

If  the  Venetians  could  invent  feme  fuch  Strata- 
gem, perhaps  there  would  be  l':-n£er  of  their  rak- 
jng  C  •n/faxttttr-ple,  but  'till  then,  illuilr.'Oiis  Baffyt 
there's  no  Reaibn  *o  fear  thefe  Infid.ls.  icftdes  it 
will  be  very  eafy  to  difpofTefs  tnem  of  that  omi- 
nous Ifland,  and  fo  diftpa.e  the  Cha:m  which  has  be- 
"witch'd  the  fediticas  P>.abbie.  But  I  would  counfel, 
that  it  be  attempted  in  Time,  before  the  Venet'unt 
are  got  into  the  Htllrfp^nt  with  uieir  Navy  :  For 
there's  no  Succefs  a^aiml  thefe  Inf.dJs  by  Sea. 
Thzt-EStxicnf,  it  feems,  is  the  Wife  of  the  Duke  of 
Venice  ;  being  efpoufed  with  a  R'ng  and  other  fo- 
fcmn  Ceremonies,  on  a  certain  Feftivai  of  the  Noza- 
renes. 

One  would  think  alfo,  that  the  En^HJh  had  made 
fuccefsful  Love  to  the  Sea;  for  their  Navies  are  al- 
ways profperous.  We  have  frefti  Netvs  come  in  of 
.an  Encounter  between  them  and  the  Spanish  Weft- 
India.  Fleet,  near  the  JJland  of  "Ttnt.rijf,  wherein 
there  were  Seventeen  of  the  Sfanijb  Ships  funk  and 
burnt,  and  among  them  were  Five  great  Galleons. 
They  took  from  them  an-inimenfe  Treafure  of  Gold 
and  Silver,  with  other  coftly  Merchandize. 

The  French  Court  rejoices  mightily  at  this  Ex- 
ploit; not. in  any  real  Love  to  the  Englifo,  but  in 
Hatred  of  the  Spaniardi.  For  between  thefe  Two 
Nations  there  feems  to  be  an  irreconcileable  Anri- 
pathy.  Befides,  the  French  have  Reafons  of  State 
for  their  Joy,  being  in  League  with  the  English 
Commonwealth. 

That  which  renders  this  Victory  the  raore  re- 
markable, is,  That  it  was  obtain'd  in  a  Spanijb  Har- 
bour, the  Porte  of  Santa  Cruz  in  Tentrijf.  Every 
one  extols  the  Engliji)  Commander  for  a  very  brave 
Perfon,  his  Name  is  Blake.  I  am  the  more  par- 
in  this  Relation,  becaufe  tbou  art  expert  in 

Marint 
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Marine  Affairs,  having  had  the  Command  of  the  in- 
vincible Qtto&an  Artnadoi, 

There  is  a  Poft  newly  come  in  from  Germany,  who 
informs  us,  that  the  King  of  Swcdzn  and  Prince  Ra- 
gof/ii,  have  taken  the  ilrong  Fort  of  BrKeki  Littnjki, 
from  the  King  of  Poland. 

The  Portuguefe  Ambaflador  at  this  Court  pre/Tes 
the  .King  with  much  parneilnefs  to  fend  Aids  to  his 
Matter,  in  regard  the  Spaniards  are  actually  enter'd 
.into  Portugal,  and  have  taken  Olivtnnat  a  City  of 
that  Kingdom. 

I  formerly  acquainted  the  Minifters  of  the  Di-vaa, 
that  the  King  of  Spain  had  caus'd  all  the  People  of 
.his  Kingdom  to  be  numbered  :  Now  I  tell  thee  far- 
.ther,  That  in  order  to  carry  on  the  War  effectually, 
..againft  Portugal,  this  Monarch  has  commanded  the 
.fifth  Man  in  every  Fajnily  to  take  up  Arms,  and  fol- 
low the  Campaign.  At  which  Rate,  they  fay  he  will 
.have  an  Htmdred  Thoufand  Men  in  the  Field. 

In  the  mean  Time,  all  the  Difcourfe  here  at  pre- 
fent  is,  concerning  the  Siege  of  Mvntmeli,  a  very 
ftrong  Place  in  Flanders.  It  was  inverted  by  the 
French  Army  on  the  1 1  th  of  this  Moon,  under  the 
-Command  of  the  Marefchal  de  la  Ferte  Senettrre. 

France  has  fent  a  great  noany  brave  Generals  into 
the  Field  this  Summer  ;  and  I  perceive,  the  Ba/fas 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire  are  not  like  to  tarry  at  Home. 
GOD  infpire  thee,  and  thy  Equals,  with  a  Refolution 
which  knows  no  Medium  between  Victory  and  a  glo- 
rious Death. 

Paris,  z6th  of  the  6th  Moot* 

_,       .       A/*  /- 

of  the  Ytqr  iojy. 
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LETTER    XVII. 

%o  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew,  at  Vienna. 

THE  Beginning  of  thy  Letter  furpriz'd  me  with 
Wonder,  when  I  read  that  a  Chiaus  from  the 
Grand  Seignior,  the  Sovereign  of  Sovereigns,  Lord  of 
Three  Empires,  and  Five  and  Twenty  Kingdoms, 
mould  have  the  DSmonour,  not  to  find  Admittance 
within  the  Walls  ©f  Fienna  :  And  that  in  a  Time 
when  the  Germans  have  no  Reafon  to  provoke  a  Fo- 
reign War,  being  fufficiently  embarrafs'd  with  Do- 
meftick  Troubles.  But  when  I  read  farther,  and  per- 
cciv'd,  that  no  Ambafiador,  not  even  of  tke  Cbrijiiaa 
Princes,  has  any  more  Privilege  at  this  Juncture  ; 
and  that  it  is  an  eftabliih'd  Law  of  the  Empire,  thus 
to  reverence  the  Majefty  of  their  deceafed  Sovereign, 
and  confult  the  Safety  of  the  next  Election  ;  I  ceas'd 
to  refent  this  any  longer,  as  an  Indignity  to  our  great 
Mailer,  and  only  concluded  it  to  be  feme  Myftery  of 
the  Auftrian  State. 

It  is  an  Argument  of  profound  Refpecl  to  the  1m- 
ferial  Ghoft,  that  the  Churches  are  all  hung  with 
Mourning  throughout  the  Hereditary  Dominions,  and 
that  no  Mufick  is  permitted  either  in  the  Temples  or 
elfewhere ;  no  Jollity  or  Mirth,  till  the  Funeral  Ob- 
fequies  are  perform 'd,  and  the  Body  of  Cafar  is  con- 
fign'd  to  the  Place  of  its  everlafting  Repofe. 

As  to  the  Quarrel  between  the  Duke  of  Bavaria, 
and  Prince  Palatine,  about  the  Vicariate,  there's  much 
to  be  faid  on  both  Sides:  And  it  ought  to  be  a  Thing 
Indifferent  to  thee  and  me,  which  of  thefe  two  gets 
the  Yiaery.  Yet  for  the  Sake  of  Truth  I  will  tell 
thee  in  mort,  what  I  have  collected  out  of  the  Jour- 
nal of  Carcoa,  thy  Predeceflbr,  and  out  of  other 
Memoin,  at  they  came  to  my  Hands, 

*  u 
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It  appears  then,  that  by  the  Golden  Bull  ofCbarlet 
IV.  this  Dignity  was  declar'd  inherent  in  one  Pala- 
tinate Family,  in  the  Right  of  their  Pofleffion  of  that 
Principality  ;  and  that  it  has  been  fo  for  many  Ages, 
even  before  there  were  any  Ele&ors  eftablifh'd  in  the 
Empire.  Tis  upon  this  Ground  rhe  prefent  Ehttaf 
Palatine  claims  it.  But  on  the  other  Side,  it  is 
manifeft,  that  when  Maximilian*  the  Father  of  -the 
prefent  Duke  of  Bavaria,  was  inverted  with  the  Ele- 
ctoral Dignity,  it  was  inferted  in  the  Imperial  Bull, 
That  the  Vicegtrcncy  of  the  Empire,  during  an  Inter- 
regnum, mall  henceforth  belong  to  that  Family. 
Yet  this  Grant  was  again  difannull'd  by  the  late  Pa- 
cification at  Munfttr.  And  fo  the  Bufmefs  is  left  in 
Difpute  bet  ween  thefetwo  Families.  He  of  Bavaria 
trufts  to  his  Strength  and  Riches,  being  alfo  back'd 
by  th*  Ecclefiaftick  Prince*  ;  whilfl  the  other  only 
confides  in  the  Juftice  of  his  Caufe,  the  Right  of  un- 
cjucftionable  Inheritance. 

Leaving  therefore  thefe  Grandees  t©  profecute  their 
fcveral  Claims,  I'll  tell  thee  what  makes  the  frefh- 
eft  Noife  in  this  City,  is  an  Attempt  which  the  Prince 
of  Conde  made  lately  en  the  Town  of  Calais,  a  Sea., 
Port  of  this  Kingdom.  He  had  received  certain 
Intelligence,  that  the  Governor  had  fent  out  the 
beft  Part  of  the  Garrifon,  to  fortify  Ardres,  a  Place 
not  far  from  Calais,  and  fuppos'd  to  be  in  great 
Danger  ;  upon  this  News,  the  Prince  march'd  with 
great  Expedition,  defigning  to  furprir.e  Calni  by 
Wight.  But  he  was  discovered  before  he  came  near 
(hem  ;  and  the  Inhabitants  taking  up  Arms,  appear'd 
on  the  Walls  and  Ramparts  to  welcome  him,  fo  that 
he  was  forc'd  to  retire  again  with  the  Lof»  of  near  a 
Thoufand  Men. 

Here  are  two  Men  come  out  of  England,  who 
pretend  to  be  Prophet*,  foretelling  the  Downfal  of 
the  Pofe,  whom  they  call  Apticbriji,  a  Beaji,  a  Dra- 
gon, 
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gott,  and  I  know  not  how  many  other  Titles.  One 
of  them  Is  gone  to  Rome,  to  tell  the  Holy  Fjthtr  to 
his  Face  what  is  like  to  befal  him.  The  French  Court 
looks  upon  them  ar  Madmen ;  and  nobody  can  efteenx 
them  better  if  they  go  to  fame,  where  they  will  in- 
fallibly fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  hquifitlon,  which 
thou  know'it  is  a  Hell  upon  Earth.  Thy  Brother 
jfcianai  frit  the  Smart  of  it,  only  fer  two  or  thre* 
Words  utter'd  in  Contempt  of  their  Religion  ;  and 
though  he  was  not  condemn'd  to  Death,  yet  he  fuf- 
fer'd  a  tedious  Imprisonment ;  till  at  length,  the 
Plague  rtleas'd  him  both  from  that,  and  the  Chang* 
of  this  Mortal  Life. 

Nathan,  if  he  had  died  by  the  Stroke  of  the  Exe- 
cutioner, or  by  Fire,  the  common  Death  of  thofe 
who  rail  at  the  Reman  Faith,  I  could  not  pronounce 
him  a  Martyr,  ur.lefs  it  were  to  his  own  Folly  and 
Rafhnefs •;  fince  he  was  not  plac'd  there  to  make  Pro- 
felytes,  either  to  the  Law  of  Mofes,  or  Mahomet  ; 
but  to  penetrate  into  the  fecret  Tranfaftions  of  the 
Folloncers  of  Jffus. 

Thy  Bufinefs  is  the  fame  at  Pinna :  Purfue  that 
with  Alacrity,  and  G  O  D  mall  proteft  thee  from  all 
.Adverfity. 

Paris,  9th  of  the  yth  Moon, 
cf  the  Tear  1657. 


LETTER    XVIII. 
fo  Mclcc  Amct. 

I  Welcome  thy  Return  to  the  Earth  again  :  For  it 
appears  by  thy  Letter,  that  thou  hall  been  Jn  the 
other  World.     'Twere  to  be  wifli'd  thou  would'ft 
favour  the.  Living  with  a  Journal  of  thy  Travels  and 
Obfervationi  among  the  Dead,   Thofe  Regions  of  Si- 
*  lencf 
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lence  would  afford  Matter  of  Noife  enough  to  Mor- 
tals, that  are  always  greedy  of  Foreign  News.  Per- 
haps if  thou  wouhTft  communicate  the  Remarks  thou 
haft  made  during  that  Ramble  of  thy  Soul,  we  might 
find  out  fome  Method  of  Correfpondence  between 
Our  World  and  that  Invisible  State.  We  might 
contrive  a  Way  to  fend  Difpatches  to  our  Friends, 
and  to  receive  their  Anfwers  again.  Or  at  leaft  w« 
might  make  fome  uieful  Difcoveries  in  that  Empire 
of  Shadows. 

But,  tell  me  ferioufly,  Dofl  thou  think  it  was 
any  more  than  a  Trance  or  Dream  that  has  happen'd 
to  thee  ?  Such  as  frequently  fall  out  in  melancholy 
Conftitutions  ?  I  once  inform'd  Cara  Haly  the  Phy- 
fician  of  fuch  an  Accident  as  this  not  far  from 
Paris.  It  was  of  a  Man  that  had  lain  Five  and 
Thirty  Hours  as  dead  in  all  human  Appearance, 
and  fo  given  over  by  the  Phyficians :  Yet  after  that 
Period,  he  recover 'd  his  Senfes  again,  and  told  ftrange 
Things  to  thofe  that  were  about  him.  Surely  theie 
are  but  Slumbers  of  the  Soul ;  and  Death  itfelf  is 
but  a  deeper  Sleep,  when  it  cauies  the  Diffolution  of 
the  Body.  Doubtlefs,  Men  awake  again  in  fome 
other  aftive  State.  For  as  a  Flame  of  Fire  is  equally 
difpofed  to  embody  itfelf  in  the  Fat  of  Flefh  or  Fifh, 
in  Oil,  Wax,  Sulphur,  or  any  proper  Vehicle ;  and' 
as  foon  as  it  is  extinguifhed  in  one,  will  readily  tran- 
flate  itfelf  fucceflively  to  all  the  reft,  if  they  he  with- 
in the  Sphere  of  its  Activity  (as  the  Wejltm  Philofo- 
pher  fpeaks :  )  So  is  the  Spirit  or  Flame  of  Life  al- 
ways in  a  Pofture  of  Transmigration.  For  aught  we 
know,  he  that  is  a  King  this  Hour,  may  be  a  Pcr.cock 
the  next,  and  within  a  few  Days  be  ferv'd  up  at  hii 
Succeflbr's  Table,  m  Royal Difi. 

But  not  to  infift  too  much  on,  thefe  Secrets,  I  will 
relate  to  thee  a  Paflage,  not  i*ilike  that  thou  haft  ex- 
perienc'd. 

4  It 
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It  is  recorded  in  the  Writings  of  an  authentick 
Pen,  the  Manufcript  of  an  ancient  Arabian,  That 
Af  Rafiid,  Emperor  of  the  Faithful,  had  many  fa- 
mous Phyficians  about  him  ;  among  the  rdt,  he 
highly  efteem'd  Saleb  Etfn  Nahali,  an  Indian,  for  re- 
covering one  of  his  near  Kinfmen,  out  of  fuch  a 
Condition,  as  1  fuppofe  thou  haft  been  in.  That 
Kiniman  was  very  dear  to  the  Emperor,  who  wai 
fitting  at  a  F. eaft,  when  News  was  brought  him  that 
fce  was  dead.  The  Emperor,  extremely  troubled  to 
hear  this,  burft  forth  into  Tears,  and  caufed  the 
Table  to  be  taken  away.  Then  'Jaafer  Ep'n  Tahya, 
one  of  his  Confidents,  immediately  defired  that  Saleh 
tkc  Indian  Phyfician,  might  vifit  the  Corps  of  hi» 
Dead  Relation;  who  went  accordingly,  and  having 
felt  his  Pulfe,  and  confider'd  him  well,  he  returned  to 
the  Emperor,  and  faid,  Ceafe  to  mourn,  my  Lord, 
Commander  of  the  faithful :  For  if  this  Man  be  dead, 
and  I  do  not  rrftore  bint  to  Life  again,  may  I  be  di- 
•vorc'dfrom  all  my  JPivesfor  ever. 

He  had  fcarce  made  an  End  of  faying  this,  when 
a  fecond  Difpatch  came  to  the  Emperor,  from  thole 
who  were  about  his  Kinfman,  a/Taring  him,  That  he 
was  really  departed  this  Life. 

Then  AF  Rajhid  began  to  curfe  the  Indians,  and 
their  Ignorance.  But  Saleh  perfifted  in  this  AiTertion, 
crying  out  with  fome  Vehemency,  Be  not  incredulous* 
O  Emperor  of  the  Faithful,  norfujfer  th}  Kinfman  to 
be  buried,  till  I  have  teen  'with  him  again :  For  af- 
furedly  ht  is  not  Dead,  I  will  Jhew  youfomething  that 
is  admirable.  AC  Rajhid,  pacify 'd  with  thefe  Words, 
took  Saltb  along  with  him  to  viiit  the  fuppofed  Dead 
Perfon. 

As  foon  as  they  came  into  the  Chamber,  the  In- 
dian took  a  Need.e  and  thruft  between  the  Nail  and 
the  Flefh  of  his  Left  Thumb.  Then  the  Entranc'd 
fnatch'd  up  his  Pland  toward  his  Mouth.  At  which 
Cry'd  out,  N&w,  tny  Lord,  comfort  your- 
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fe/f;  for  dead  Men  ufe  not  to  he  fcnfeble  of  Pain.  Af: 
ter  this,  he  blew  up  a  Powder  into  his  Nofe  upon 
which,  in  a  few  Minutes  ths  Patient  Iheez'd ;  and 
fitting  upright  in  his  Bed,  fpoke  to  AP  Rajt.n<{,  kif- 
fing  alfo  his  Hand.  'I 'he  Emperor  a/king  him,  How 
be  found  him/elf:  He  reply 'd  ;  Bentfaflcr  of  Mun- 
kind,  I  have  ban  in  the  fivectejl  Sleep  that  fi:er  I  rc- 
member  fell  on  me  in  my  Life.  Only  1  dream*  d  that  a 
Dog  cane  ntid  lit  me  by  my  l?ft  'Thumb*  the  Pain  nf 
which  -ivak"d  me.  With  that  lie  (hewed  him  the 
Mark  of  the  Needle  and_  the  Blood  ;  adding,  Surely 
it  'was  no  Dream,  but  a  Truth,  for  I  feel  it  yet.  The 
Emperor  was  extremely  pleai'd  with  his  Indian  Ph^Ji- 
dan,  and  did  him  great  Honour.  His  KinCman  aiio, 
whofe  Name  was  Ibrahim,  lived  many  Years  after 
this,  and  was  made  Governor  oi  Egypt,  where  he 
dy'd,  and  was  bury'd. 

The  Eiiftern  Phyficiaus  have  been  famous  in  all 
Ages,  and  are  now  much  in  Efteera  among  the 
Franks,  who  addi£c  themfelves  to  lludy  the  Scieneet. : 
Here  are  fome  very  learned  Phyiicians  in  thefe  Parts, 
and  not  a  few  ignorant  ones,  who  ferves  as  Foils  to 
fet  off  the  Luftre  and  Fame  of  the  others.  Every 
Province  and  City  in  France  fwarmb  with  'em  ;  an4 
they  all  find  Employment  either  to  kill  or  cure. 
The  Naxarenes  love  very  intemperately,  and  fall  in- 
to Abundance  of  Difeafes,  whereof  the  Eaft  is  whol- 
ly ignorant :  Therefore,  'tis  neceflary  for  them  to 
be  well  ftock'd  with  Phyiicians.  Yet  'twas  faryri- 
cally  obferv'd  by  a  certain  French  Lord,  that  in  a 
Town  not  far  from  his  Palace,  the  Inhabitants  vvcre 
all  healthy  long-ii.v'd  Men,  till  a  certain  Empir'uk 
came  and  took  up  his  Refidence  there  ;  for  then  they 
began  to  ficken  and  die  apace.  Bat  this  may  be  an 
inviduous  Remark.  The  Arabian  Proverb  fays,  No- 
Man  is  a  good  Phyjidan,  but  be  that  is  born  fuch  ? 
Meaning  that  fome  are  naturally  difpofed  and 
fitted  to  this  Science.  Indeed,  I  have  known  ad- 
K  mirabl« 
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mirable  Cures  perform'd  by  Men,  who  ever  ftudied 
in  Academies,  or  could  anfwer  three  Queftions  in 
-Anatomy  ;  Nay,  forae  Women  have  a  Gift  of  this 
Nature,  and  are  very  fortunate  in  their  Practices. 
But  when  all's  done,  the  Beafts  are  moft  happy,  who 
are  all  their  own  Phyficians  by  Inftinft. 

Milec ,  1  wifti  thee  fuch  a  State  of  Health  as  needs 
no  Medicines :  But  if  it  be  thy  Misfortune  to  fall 
into  Parmenidei  his  Indifpofition,  I  counfel  thee  to 
make  ufe  of  the  Advice  given  him  by  a  Philofopher  ; 
who,  when  Parmenides  complain'd  of  a  Pain  in  his 
Stomach,  and  aflc'd  his  Advice,  bid  him  ufe  fuch 
and  fuch  Confections  and  Electuaries.  The  other  re- 
ply'd  He  had  made  Try  a/  of  them  all,  and  many  more 
yet  found  no  Eafe.  Then  faid  the  Philofopher,  Turn 
Poet,  for  they  generally  ha<ve  good  Stomachs. 

Paris,  gth  of  the  ;th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1657. 


LETTER    XIX. 
fo  the  Kaimacham. 

COuriers  upon  Couriers  are  come  to  this  City 
with  the  joyful  News  that  Montmeli  is  furren- 
der'd  to  the  Trmch :  For  which  the  whole  Body  of 
the  Parliament,  and  the  City  of  Paris,  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Kingdom,  wi:h  Cardinal  Antonio  Barberini 
and  all  the  Ecclefiafticks,  went  to  the  Grand  Mofque, 
or  Temple,  where  Te  Dium  was  fung  this  Afternoon, 
with  a  pompous  Solemnity.  And  now  whillt  I  am 
writing,  there  is  fuch  a  confus'd  Noife  of  great  Guns, 
-  Ringings  of  Bells,  and  Shouts  of  People,  that  one 
would  think  it  were  enough  to  wake  the  very  Dead, 
and  make  them  ttart  froia  their  Graves,  to  enquire 
what's  the  Matter. 

The 
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The  Truth  of  it  is,  th*is  Place  is  counted  one  of 
the  firongeft  in  Europe,  and  the  Inhabitants  were  not 
infcnfible  of  it  when  they  nude  their  Conditions  of 
Honour  with  the  King.  And  therefore  we  need  not 
wonder  at  the  exceffive  Joy  of  the  French. 

When  the  Keys  were  deliver'd  to  the  King  by  the 
Deputies  of  the  Town,  one  of  them  in  the  Name  of 
the  reft,  made  this  following  Addrefs. 

Sire,  We  Jhould  have  had  jujl  Reafon  to  ccmplain 
of  Fortune,  and  accufe  curjll-Tcs  of  Cowardice,  if 
ive  bad  furrcndcrd  this  i?r,pregnabie  Fort  re fs  to  the 
Arms  of  a  Prince  h-fs  Glorious  and  Pttijfcnt  than 
your  Majefty :  Since  our  very  Walls  are  of  fujficiinit 
Strength  to  defend  us,  without  taking  up  A/'tns,  againjl 
a.  Power  inferior  to  jours.  But  in  Regard  it  is  the 
Will  of  Heaven,  that  ive  muft  change  our  Mafier, 
•we  rejoice  to  fall  in.'o  the  Hands  of  Ji  Invincible 
and  Gcneran  a  Monarch  ;  and  ive  hope,  Sire, 
*Ihat  your  Majejiy  vj'dl  Jhevj  us  the  more  Favour , 
for  having  us'd  our  uttnojl  Efforts  to  confirve  an 
inviolable  Fidelity  to  the  Catholick  King,  who  but 
Yejlerday  <was  our  Mafter. 

This  was  fpoken  \vith  fo  graceful  an  Adion,  and 
fuch  a  becoming  Franknefs,  that  the  King  being 
mightily  pleas'd  with  them,  made  them  this  Anfwer. 

Yes,  I  Jhall  al-ways  remember  that  your  Coi;jlancy 
deferves  my  Efteem.  And  now  conjid<.ring you  as  my 
Subjeffs,  I  will  b eft oiv  fuch  Privileges  on  this  City,  as 
Jhall  oblige  you  to  manifejl  no  lefs  Courage  and  Zeal  for 
my  Service  than  you  have  dune  for  the  Catholick 
King. 

And  to  evidence,  that  he  has  equal  Sentiments 
of  Gratitude  and  Efteem  for  his  Officers,  by  whofe 
Courage  and  Conduct  this  important  Place  is  come 
under  his  Obedience ;  the  King  has  beftowed  the 
Government  of  it  on  the  Lieutenant -General  of  his 
Armies,  who  was  prefent  at  the  Siege,  and  was 
K  2  foot 
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mot  in  feven  Places  of  his  Body.  They  call  him  the 
Marquis  of  Vandi.  He  he  has  fignaliz'd  his  Valour  in 
Sixteen  Sieges  and  Battles,  being  mark'd  all  over 
with  Scars,  the  glorious  Cbaratfer/iicks  of  an  inde* 
fatigable  and  fortunate  Hero. 

It  is  fit  the  Divan  fhould  be  inform 'd  of  all  fuch 
PafTages ;  not  to  inftruft  them  what  to  do  in  the  like 
Cafes,  (for  they  are  perfectly  wife)  but  that  thefe  Ex- 
amples may  be  regifter'd  as  Spurs  to  Virtue  and  Mag- 
naninrty  of  Spirit.  For  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  Emperor  of  the  True  Believtrs  will  come  fhort  of 
thefe  lHjidclKittgtt  in  rewarding  his  faithful  and  un- 
daunted Slaves. 

Mai-ffcbaJ  de  Fcrte  Seneterre  has  alfo  had  his  Share 
in  the  Carefles  and  Acknowledgments  of  the  King 
and  the  whole  C'ourt. 

This  Succefs  has  given  a  great  Damp  to  the  Spa- 
niards, who  begin  to  retire  as  faft  as  they  can  from 
the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Frer.ch  Arnr.ics.  On  the 
other  Side,  thefe  are  full  of  Vigour  and  brifk  Refa- 
lutions,  rcfolving  not  to  end  the  Campaign  without 
feme  farther  Attempts  in  Flanders. 

They  creep  by  Degrees  into  the  very  Heart  of 
that  Province,  which  is  very  like  to  be  the  Stage  of 
War,  fo  long  as  the  King  of  Spain  has  one  Town 
left  in  it.  'Tis  a  very  rich  Country,  abounding  in 
all  the  defirable  Productions  of  Nature  And  th* 
People  are  very  ind.;ftrious  to  learn  and  improve 
vvhatfoever  is  profitable  in  Art.  All  their  Unhappi- 
nefs  lies  in  this,  That  they  are  net  able  to  protect 
themfelves,  and  fubfilt  independent  of  one  or  other 
of  the  neighbouring  CroVvns.  So  that  whenever 
thofe  Sovereigns  fall  out,  thefe  poor  People  are  mife- 
rable  opprtfled  with  Armies-;  and  in  this  Cafe,  their 
Friends  many  Times  give  them  as  much  Trouble 
as  their  fenernies.  Nay,  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
which  are  their  Enemies,  and  which  their  Friends, 
for  to  whatfoever  Matter  they  are  fubjed,  he  drains 

their 
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their  Coffers  of  Money  by  Taxes  and  Contributions; 
Befides  the  intolerable  Vexation  of  Quartering  un- 
ruly Soldiers,  who  commit  a  Thoufand  Infolencies  un- 
punifhed. 

Poland  is  at  this  Time  in  a  bad  Condition,  be- 
tween the  Amies  of  Sweden,  Auflria,  Brandinburgh, 
Mufccvy,  Tran/yl-vania,  and  theForces  of  King  Ci-Jimir. 

The  Son  of  the  deceafed  Emperor  has  lent  a  great 
Army  to  the  Aid  of  that  unfortunate  Monarch,  and 
'tis  confirm 'd  on  all  Hands,  that  they  have  laid  Siege 
te  Cracow  ;  whilft  his  AmbafTador  is  negotiating  wkh 
the  Eleclor  of  Brandenburgh,  to  draw  him  oft"  from 
the  Swedtjb  Intereft.  This  is  like  to  prove  a  War  of 
long  Continuances  if  the  Plague  do  not  n:ake  Peace, 
which  rages  in  thofe  Parts,  and  deftroys  many  Thou- 
fands  more  than  the  Swart/or  Gun.  The  Mufcwitet 
have  combated  with  this  Diftemper  above  thefe  Two 
Years.  The  Grand  Duke  being  forced  to  fly  wkh  his 
Army,  like  Vagabonds,  before  this  inexorable  Con- 
queror, which  gives  no  Quarter. 

In  the  mean  Time,  I  hear  ill  News  from  Candiat 
where  they  fay,  the  MuJ/ulmant  have,  in  a  late  At- 
tempt on  that  City,  loft  above  Four  Thoufand  Men, 
with  Thirty  Four  Enfigns,  and  a  confiderable  Trea- 
fure.  Thefe  Infiddi  have  alfo  taken  and  deftroyed, 
this  Bummer,  above  Thirty  Ships  of  Barbary,  and  as 
many  more  of  Conflantineplet  Smyrna,  ditppo,  Scan- 
dtroon,  &c.  On  board  of  one  of  which  they  feized 
the  yearly  Revenue  which  comes  to  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior from  Scat/deroon ;  and  out  of  another  they  have 
taken  the  Revenue  of  Rhodis,  kill  d  a  Thoufand 
'True  Believers,  took  half  that  Number  Captives,  and 
releas'd  Abundance  of  Cbrifilan  S/a<vts  :  in  a  Word, 
they  have  taken  out  of  the  feveral  Veffds  which  fell 
into  their  Hands,  an  immenfe  Treafure  of  Silver, 
Gold,  and  precious  Stones. 

Thefe    continual    Succcffics    of    the     Naxarenes, 

would  tempt  one  to   think,    That  this  War  was 

K  3  unjuilly 
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unjuftly  commenc'd  by  Sultan  Ibrahim,  and  there- 
fore unhappily  carried  on  by  his  glorious  Succeffor, 
Sultan  Mc.boir.ct.  Pardon  the  Efreft  of  Melancholy, 
benign  Minifter,  if  it  be^a  Crime  to  think,  that  the 
Creator  of  all  Things  is  angry  with  thofe  who  vio- 
late their  Solemn  Word  nnd  Oath.  Thou  knovveft 
the  whole  Stoiy  of  thi;;  War,  and  the  firft  Occafions 
of  it.  I  fay  no  more. 

They  have  a  Prwcrh  I- ere  in  the  Weft,  That  the 
Voice  of'  the  People,  is  the  Voice  of  GOD.  And  tho' 
I  approve  not  the  Practice  of  thofe  who  make  Ufe  of 
this  Popular  Aphorifm  to  foment  Seditions  in  a  State  ; 
yet  I  cannot  but  own,  there's  a  great  deal  of  Reafon 
in  it,  and  it  may  be  verify'd  in  the  prefent  Circum- 
ftances  of  CamJlGKtinopIe. 

Thou  obferveft  that  the  Soldiers  are  mutinous,  and 
unwilling  to  ferve  any  longer  in  this  unfortunate  War. 
Thou  findefl  the  Merchants,  and  in  general  all  Sorts 
®f  People,  discontented  and  factious.  The  Avenues 
to  that  Sanctuary  of  the  World  are  block 'd' tip  by  the 
Venetian  ;  fo  that  neither  Corn,  nor  other  ncceflary 
Provifions  can  be  brought  to  fupply  the  VVants  of 
fo  many  Hundred  Thcufands  of  People.  In  a  Word, 
thou  fee  ft  the  publick  Calamities  have  made  them  al- 
rooft  defptrat e ;  they  care  not  what  they  do  :  Peace 
with  the  Lbrifiians  is  the  Word  every  where,  or  elfe 
each  impertinent  Mechanick  will  prelage  Ruin  to  the 
Ottoman  Empire. 

May  GOD  inipire  thee  and  the  other  Miniflers  of 
(he  Divan,  in  this  Calenture  of  the  State,  to  apply 
inch  Remedies  as  may  prevent  the  Inconvenieacies  of 
a  dcmrjlick  War,  which  is  always  more  fatal  to  a  Go- 
vernment that  a  Foreign  Invafion. 

Paris,  I  7*  of  the  8th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1657. 
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To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew,  at  Vienna. 

NO  W  thoa  giveft  me  fome  folid  Hopes  of  a 
Convert.  Thy  Letter  has  rais'd  my  Expecta- 
tion, fince  'tis  not  penn'd  in  a  Stile  full  of  Scru- 
ples and  infignificant  Doubts,  which  would  be  end- 
lefs  :  Nor  yet  does  it  favour  of  Hypocriiy  and  Dif- 
fimulation,  as  if  thou  inteadedft  only  to  mock  me 
and  my  Faith,  and  ilill  continue  thyfclf  an  Infidel. 
But  it.  abounds  with  very  fair  Conceffions,  Articles 
of  Reafon  and  Honour  on  thy  Side;  only  expe&ing 
from  rne  a  true  an  authentick  Account  of  our  Holy 
Prophet's  Life,  and  of  the  Miracle  which  can  be 
pro\iuc'd  in  Confirmation  of  his  Prophetkk  Office. 
Thou  wouU'il  fain  fee  if  any  Thing  happened  of 
this  Kind  to  the  Meffenger  of  GOD,  parallel  to 
the  fcupendous  Wonders  which  recommended  Mvfes 
your  Law  giver  to  the  World,  as  the  undoubted 
Oracle  of  Heaven. 

I  proteit  there  is  no  Fault  to  be  found  in  this 
Demand  :  For  it  is  but  Reafon,  that  he  who  af- 
fumes  the  Character  of  a  Prophet,  mould  be  diitin- 
gui(Vd  from  Impoilors  by  fome  evident  Signs  and 
Wonders  :  Yet  'tis  needlefs  to  make  an  exacl:  Pa- 
rallel, beeaufe  the  Occafions  of  Mafes*  Miracles 
were  different  from  thofe  of  Mahmmed,  the  Seal 
of  the  Prophets.  Yoar  Law-giver  had  a  Commif- 
fioa,  and  Power  given  him  to  %vork  Miracles  when, 
he  pleafed :  Whereas  ours  declar'd,  that  he  was  not 
fent  to  work  Miracles,  but  to  preach  the  Unity  of 
the  divine  EiTence,  the  Refurre&ion  of  the  Dead, 
the  Joys  of  Paradife,  and  the  Torments  of  the 
Damn'd. 

K  4  Yet, 
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Yet,  left  the  unbelieving  World  fhould  doubt 
the  Truth  of  his  Miffion,  from  his  very  Birth,  his 
I  ife  was  graced  with  many  fupernatural  Favours. 
His  Mother  bore  him  without  the  lead  Pain  of  Bo- 
dy or  Mind  ;  and  as  foon  as  he  breath'd  the  Vital 
Air,  he  fpoke  with  an  audible  Voice,  faluting  his 
Mother,  and  adding,  /  froftfs  there  is  only  Ont 
GOD,  and  that  I  am  bis  Apojlle.  He  was  alfo  Cir- 
cumcis'd  by  Nature,  coming  into  the  World  without 
his  Prepuce.  At  the  fame  Hour,  the  Devils  were  for- 
-bid  to  afcend  above  the  Orb  of  the  Moon  ;  and  four 
Voices  were  heard  from  the  four  Corners  of  the 
Square  Ttm^h  :  The  firft  faying,  Proclaim,  the  Truth 
it  riffn,  at  d  all  LiesjLall  turn  into  Hell.  The  fecond 
uttering,  Now  is  torn  an  Afojlle  of  yeur  ciun  Nation, 
and  the  Omnipotent  is  ivitb  him.  The  Words  of  the 
third  were,  jl  Book  full  of  ilhiftrious  Light  is  fent  you 
from  GOD.  And  the  fourth  Voice  was  heard  to  fay, 
O  Mahomet,  nve  havefent  thte  to  be  a  Propbtt,  4po- 
Jile,  and  Guide  to  the  World  f 

When  he  was  about  four  Years  old,  accompa- 
nying the  Sons  of  his  Nurfe  into  the  Field,  the 
blefied  Child  retir'd  into  a  Gave,  at  the  Foot  of  the 
Mountain  Uriel  to  pray  :  When  the  Archangel  Ga- 
briel appeared  to  him,  and  faid,  Bifmillai  rrahmani 
rrablmi,  &c.  In  the  N.'.me  of  GOD,  Cotnpnffionate 
and  Merciful,  O  Cliid  gnatly  beloved,  1  amftnt  to 
difylant  from  ify  Heart  the  Root  of  E<vil ;  for  thy 
Ejmulati'jns  made  tbe  Gat  a  cf  Paradife  tofy  open, 
'1  he  YOung  rfjtgnfd  One  faid,  The  Witt  of  thy  Lord 
aid  mine  be  done.  Then  the  ^wgr/open'd  his  Breafl 
with  a  Razor  of  Adamant,  and  taking  out  his  Heart, 
fquecx'd  from  it  the  black  Contagion,  which  was  de- 
livedfrom  Adam:  And  having  put  the  Child's  Heart 
in  his  Place  again,  he  blefs'd  him,  and  retir'd  to  the 
laviftbles. 

From  that  Time  the  young  Favourite  of  Heaven 
grew  up  and  profper'd  in  all  Things,  having  the 

Smiles 
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Smiles  of  GOD  and  Man.  He  was  under  the  Tuition 
of  his  Uncle  Abu  Taleb,  who  difcerning  the  Mark  of 
an  imraenfe  Soul  in  his  young  Nephew,  was  more  fol- 
Hcitous  for  his  Welfare  than  if  he  had  been  his  Son. 
His  Fortune  being  low  in  the  World,  he  had  no  other 
Way  to  provide  for  his  illujlrious  Charge,  than  by 
placing  him  as  a  Faflor  to  Chadljah,  a  Widow  of  the 
fame  Tribe  with  Mahomet,  which  was  the  Noble/I 
among  the  Arabians.  Befides  {he  was  very  beautiful 
and  rich  :  And  there  wanted  no  Hopes,  that  in  Time 
fhe  might  become  Mahomet's  Wife. 

That  which  chiefly  encourag'd  them  to  this,  wag 
a  ^//zWof  Chadjah,  every  where  ta.k'd  of  in  thofe 
Parts.  For  fhe  had  divulg'd  it  herfelf,  long  be- 
fore Mahomet  became  her  Servant,  or  his  Uncle  had 
any  Thoughts  of  thus  difpofmg  of  him.  The  Sun 
fccmd  to  lea*ve  his  Heaven  and  -come  down  to  her 
Hou/e,  from  whence  he  difperi'd  hit  Beams  through 
Arabia,  Egypt,  Perfia,  and  in  fne  throughout 
the  ivhole  Earth.  This  Vijion  a  had  made  deep 
Impreflion  on  the  Mind  of  Chadijah,  and  (he  could 
not  reft,  till  fhe  had  told  it  to  a  certain  Famous 
Sage  in  thofe  Parts,  who  had  great  fkill  in  Aftro- 
logy,  and  other  myflerious  Sciences,  and  was  cele- 
brntfd  for  the  Integ  ity  of  his  Manners.  As  foon 
as  he  heard  the  Contents  of  her  Fijian,  he  faid, 
In  the  Name  of  G  O  B,  O  Widow,  enter  in'o  thy 
Bath,  and  prepare  thyjelf  with  the  necefi.ry  Purifi- 
cations :  For  thou  foalt  Jkortly  be  married  to  the 
greatejl  Prophet  in  the  World,  And  when  fhe  aflc'd 
the  Aftrologer,  What  *vas  the  Country,  Tribe,  and 
Name  of  her  next  Uvjband ;  He  told  her,  He  ivas 
an  Arabian  a/*"  Mecca,  of  the  Tribe  of  the  Corei's,  and 
that  bis  Name  ivas  Mahomet. 

As  yet  the  prophetic^  Widow   knew   nothing  of 
the  Nephew  of  Abu   Takb.     But  thou  may 'It  ima- 
gine fhe  felt  ftrange  Paffions,  when  his  Uncle  after - 
K  ?  wards 
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wards  recommended  him  to  her  Service  ;  and  fhe 
knew  that  he  was  the  Man  in  whom  the  Aftrologer's 
Character  was  verify 'd,  as  to  his  Country,  Tribe, 
and  Name.  For  Mahomet  was  the  Son  of  AldaHa, 
\vho  defcended  from  the  Bani  Afchim,  who  were  the 
r.olleft  Family  in  the  Tribe  of  the  Corel's.  Who 
can  exprefs  her  Sentimerts,  when  fhe  faw  the  beau- 
tiful  Yoath  making  his  iirft  AddrefTes  to  her  as  an 
humble  Slave,  whom  fhe  believed  Heaven  had  or- 
dain'd  for  the  Partner  of  her  Bed!  With  what  a 
Grace  and  becoming  Modtfty  did  he  receive  the  laft 
Inflations  and  Farewel  of  his  parting  Uncle  !  How- 
ever, fhe  conceal'd  her  Tranfports,  and  fent  her  be- 
loved Slave  with  a  Caravan  into  Syria,  allowing  him 
a  noble  Penjtcn. 

In  that  Journey  there  happened  fomething  very 
remarkable  in  Honour  of  the  admirable  young  Man. 
For  at  a  certain  Place  on  the  Road,  as  he  waited  on 
the  Captain  of.  the  Caravan  to  a  Synagogue  of  the 
Jews:  no  fooner  had  Make-met  fet  his  Jhoot  o'er  the 
Threfhold  of  the  Synagogue,  but  all  the  Lamps  there- 
in wereloofen'd  from  their  Chains,  and  fell  down  on 
the  Floor.  All  thofe  of  thy  Nation  that  were  pre- 
fent.  being  aftoniihed  at  the  portentous  Accident, 
fell  at  the  Feet  of  the  Rabbies,  defiring  their  Advice 
in  this  amazing  Circumftance.  They  having  per- 
form'd  the  accuftom'd  Ceremonies  and  Expiations, 
anfwer'd,  //  is  reject  led  in  the  Traditions  of  the 
Seniors,  That  at  n.vhat  Time  focver  an  Arabian 
called  Mahomet,  Jbculd  be  prefcnt  at  cur  Solemni- 
ties, GOD  Jbculd  remove  the  Candhfticks  out  of 
thiir  Places.  It  is  therefore  mcft  certain,  that  fucb 
a  one  in  tioiv  among  us;  Ut  him  mot  ef cape  our 
ffaxs/s,  left  Reproach  and  Contempt  come  on  lirael. 
But  behold,  \vhilit  they  were  bufy  in  fearching 
for  the  Caufe  of  this  Prodigy,  Two  Angels  con- 
vey'd  M<  homct  to  Mecca,  where  he  foon  after  mar- 
ried Cadijab.  - 

It 
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It  were  eafy  to  recount  many  more  Miracle^  in  the 
Life  of  the  Prophet ;  fuch  as  that  of  the  Cloud  over- 
fhadowing  him,  the  Eagles  perching  on  his  Head 
when  he  was  afleep,  the  Trees  and  Stones  proclaiming 
him  the  Apoftle  of  God.  And  if  it  were  to  make 
Parallels,  I  think  the  ftupendous  Defcent  which  the 
Moon  made  at  the  Prayers  of  the  divine  Meffenger, 
comes  not  far  mort  of  that  celebrated  Diforder  on 
Mount  Sinai,  when  your  Law  was  delivered  by  Mofts. 

If  thou  requireil  undoubted  Teftimonies  for  Truth 
of  this  Miracle  on  our  Side,  offer  fomething  that  is 
unqueftionable  on  thy  own.  We  both  equally  con- 
fide in  the  different  Records  of  our  Nations,  which 
were  penn'd  by  Men  as  liable  to  Temptations,  and 
Errors  of  all  Sorts,  as  thou  and  I,  and  all  that  be- 
lieve what  they  write.  Therefore,  unlefs  thou  can'ft 
ftart  fome  more  infallible  Authority,  or  prove  the 
eternal  and  univerfal  Obligations  of  your  Law,  than 
J  can  to  the  contrary,  thou  Heft  under  a  manifeft 
Difad vantage  ;  fmce  I  profefs  with  our  Holy  Prophet 
and  all  the  Mujjulmans,  that  the  Alcoran  contains  no  - 
thing  repugnant  to  the  Law  of  Mofes,  but  is  only  a 
jnore  perfect  and  compleat  Idea  of  the  Divine  Will  : 
And  that  as  Mojes  was  the  Law -giver  of  the  Sons  of 
Ifaac,  fo  Makojyet  was  the  Apoflle  of  the  Sons  of  If- 
mael,  and  the  Seal  of  all  the  Prophets. 

Ufe  thy  own  Reafon,  and  rather  be  of  no  Religion, 
than  in  the  Number  of  thofe  to  whom  it  mall  be  laid, 
at  the  laft  Day,  Drink,  ye  Worjhippers  of  Ozair,  and 
be  damn  d for  ever. 

Paris,  10th  of  the  gth  Moen, 
of  the  Tear  1657. 
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LETTER    XXI. 
To  Dichieu  Huflein,  Bafia. 

THERE  has  been  a  mighty  Quarrel  of  late  be- 
tween the  French  and  Spanijh  Amba/adon  at 
the  Hague  about  Precedency.  The  Occafion  was  this, 
one  Evening  the  French  Ambaflador  was  riding  in  a 
Coach,  in  a  Place  where  the  Spanijk  Ambafiader  met 
him  in  another  Coach,  and  both  ftrivvng  for  the  up- 
per Hand,  they  met  with  their  Horfe's  Heads  one 
againft  another,  and  fo  flood  Hill.  There  was  pre- 
fently  a  Tumult  of  People  gather'd  about  them:  And 
the  French  being  more  refpefted,  many  Gentlemen 
came  in  to  his  Side  with  Swords  and  Piftols ;  and  all 
Things  feem'd  to  portend  a  Combat.  But  the  Magi- 
ftrates  having  Kotice  of  this  Difturbance,  fent  fome 
of  the  Guards  to  keep  the  Peace,  and  to  defend  the 
Ambafiadors  from  any  Attempts  of  the  Rabble.  In 
the  mean  while,  feveral  great  Lords  walk'd  to  and 
fro  between  the  Ambafiadors,  propofing  Expedients 
of  Accommodation  :  But  it  being  at  the  very  Juncture 
when  the  French  Ambaflkdor  had  received  the  News 
of  the  Surrender  of  Mvntmeli,  he  would  not  in  the 
kaft  yield  to  any  Terms.  So  that  at  the  laft,  the  Spa- 
miardwzs  forc'd  to  drive  out  of  the  Way,  thinking  it 
a  Matter  of  fufficum  Triumph,  that  he  had  ftop'd 
the  French  Ambaifador  fo  long. 

There  is  a  Poft  come  in  from  Denmark,  which 
brings  News  of  the  total  Deftruftion  of  Itzchoiv  by 
Fire.  This  was  a  Town  belonging  to  the  Danes,  and 
was  fir'd  by  the  King  of  Swedat's  Order.  The  Danes 
are  very  unfortanate  of  late  Years;  they  make  no  Fi- 
gure in  Europe.  There  is  a  Period  fet  to  the  Gran- 
deur of  every  Kingdom  and  State,  and  the  Danes 
were  once  very  victorious  and  formidable  ;  bnt  now 
their  Monarchy  declines  apace,  to  make  Way  for  the 
riirag  Luftre  of  the  S*wefa. 

By 
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By  Sea  the  Dunkirkers,  make  a  great  Noife :  They 
have  lately  taken  from  the  French  twenty  Merchant- 
Vefiels,  and  from  the  Englifo  near  half  that  Number, 
But  if  they  have  not  better  Fortune  than  their  Neigh- 
bours, the  French  will  take  their  City  from  them  e'er 
long.  Every  Campaign  makes  a  fair  Advance  toward 
it.  I  fent  an  Account  already  to  the  Kaimacham  of 
the  Surrender  of  Montmeli,  one  of  the  moft  important 
Places  in  Chriflendom.  Now  I  acquaint  thee,  that  5.  Ve- 
vant,  which  has  not  fo  great  a  Character,  yet  confi- 
derable  enough,  yielded  upon  Articles.  This  was  done 
on  the  z8th  of  the  laft  Moon.  At  this  Rate  the  French 
Priefts  will  have  little  elfe  to  do,  but  to  fing  Te  Deum 
for  their  repeated  SuccefTes  ajid  Victories. 

From  Portugal  we  hear,  that  Court,  to  fecure  them- 
felves  the  better  againft  the  Spaniards,  have  fent  to  im- 
plore the  Affiftance  of  Morocco  and  Fez,  which  is  much 
cenfur'd  among  the  Nazarenet.  Others  fay,  they  are 
only  Meflengers,  gone  to  buy  up  all  the  Horfes  they 
can  get  in  that  Country. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  King  of  France  is  taking  all 
the  politick  Meafures  he  can,  for  the  Empire  of  the 
Weft.  His  Ambafibdors  in  Germany  appears  with  a 
magnificent  Train  of  Three  Hundred  Men,  and  they 
ftile  their  Mafter,  Hit  Moji  Cbrijlian  Majefiy,  King  of 
France  and  Navarre,  Sovereign  Prince  in  Germany 
and  Italy ;  which  laft  is  look'd  upon  as  a  fair  Step  to 
the  Title  of  Emperor. 

The  Counfels  of  the  German  Court  are  not  a  little 
difturb'd  to  hear,  that  our  invincible  Forces  are  ap- 
proaching towards  the  Confines  of  Hungary.  It  will 
put  fome  Stop  to  the  defign'd  Eleftion.  Befides,  they 
cannot  agree  among  themfelves  about  a  Succeflbr. 

TheQueen  Chrijlina.  of  Sweden  is  come  back  again 
into  this  Kingdom,  being  frighted  out  of  Italy  a  fe- 
cond  Time,  by  the  Return  of  the  Plagut. 

There 
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There  is  a  War  commenc'd  between  the  Gity  of 
Muafter  ard  the  Bifhop  of  that  Place  ;  fo  that  he  has 
laid  a  formal  Seige  to  it,  and  prefles  them  very  clofe. 

All  this  is  of  no  fuch  Importance  as  the  News  that 
I  receive  frem  Conftantinople,  which  allures  me,  that 
the  MuJJulmans  have  retaken  the  Ifles  of  TencdoiVxA 
lemnos,  tho'with  fome  Lofs  of  Men. 

I  wim  they  could  as  eafily  drive  the  Venetians  out 
of  the  Archipelago*  and  then  the  Imperial  City  would 
have  no  longer  Reafon  to  complain  for  Wint  of 
Bread. 

Paris,  loth  of  the  gth  Mean 
of  the  Tear  1657. 


LETTER    XXII. 
To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

I  Know  not  what's  the  Matter,  but  moft  of  my 
Friends  are  of  late  grown  Strange  to  me.  They 
write  but  feldom,  and  then  their  Letters  are  full  of 
Referves,  as  if  they  fufpecled  my  Integrity  :  Or, 
becaufe  that  I  am  commanded  to  inform  the  Divan 
of  all  criminal  Practices,  therefore  they  are  afraid 
to  communicate  their  Sentiments  with  the  fame 
Freedom  as  formerly  ;  though  on  Themes  no  ways 
belonging  to  the  State,  but  purely  fpeculative,  and 
the  common  Difcourfe  of  all  fenuble  Men.  Aro 
you  become  more  morofe  and  rigid  at  Conflu>.tinople 
than  you  were  twenty  Years  ago  ?  In  thofe  Days,  I 
remember  it  was  common  in  the  publick  G'Jfce-Hans, 
for  Mi'fftlman,  Greeks,  Curds,  and  Franks,  or  Men 
of  any  other  Religion,  to  meet  together  and  vent 
their  Thoughts  with  Liberty :  No  Man  being  wil- 
ling to  be  fhgmatiz'd  with  the  Character  of  a  Clown 
for  taking  Offence  at  another's  Faith,  tho'  different 
from  his  own.'  It 
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It  was  then  efteem'd  a  Point  of  Gallantry,  te  fa- 
vour the  Chriftians  of  all  Sefts,  and  let  them  talk  and 
aft  as  they  pleafed,  provided  they  blafphemed  not 
GOD,  or  his  Prophets.  And  they  themfelves  would 
have  condemned  any  of  their  own  Party,  who  ihouJd 
have  been  guilty  of  fuch  an  Immorality  and  Affront 
to  the  eftablifh'd  Religion  of  the  MuJJulmans,  and 
the  general  Senfe  of  Mankind. 

But  why  then  is  the  fame  Liberty  retrench'd  now, 
and  that  among  Muffulmans  who  are  intimate  Friends? 
Is  it  not  now  as  lawful  for  us  to  converfe  with  one 
another  by  Letter,  or  any  other  Way,  as  it  was  then 
to  enter  into  Dialogues  with  Infidels  ?  I  would  not 
encourage  to  imitate  the  bold  and  prophane  Ef- 
forts of  their  Wit,  who  deny  the  Being  of  a  GOD, 
or  utter  Blafphemies  againit  his  Meffcnger  :  The 
whole  U»i<verfe  is  an  irrefiagable  Teftimony  of  an 
Eternal  and  Omnipotent  Nature :  And  the  Alcoran, 
is  an  evident  Proof  of  the  Sandity  and  indifpenfable 
Commiffion  of  our  holy  Lafiu-gii-er.  But  I  hope  it  is 
no  Crime,  to  enter  into  Speculations  of  Things  liable 
to  Controverfy.  At  leaft,  I  will  venture  to  difclofe 
to  thee  my  Thoughts,  who  art  the  moft  agreeable 
of  all  my  Friends.  I  tell  thee,  my  dear  Dgtiet,  it 
appears  to  me  ridiculous,  and  like  the  Quarrels  of 
Children,  for  MuJ/ulmans  to  wrangle  about  mere 
Trifles  in  Religion,  and  that  the  reiign'd  to  GOD 
fhould  be  zealous  for  the  Whimfies  of  Men.  One 
Party  believes  the  Alcoran  is  eternal,  another  fays, 
'tis  created.  In  my  Opinion,  they  are  both  abfurd 
Aflertions.  The  Hrft,  becaufe  tneu  it  will  toiiow 
that  there  are  more  Eternals  than  One  w^iich  is 
a  fair  Step  to  Po/j  thtiftn  and  Idolatry :  The  Second 
is  only  an  Impropriety  of  Speech  ,  for  we  do  not 
ufually  fay  of  any  Writing,  that  it  is  Cre*  td  but 
Penned 

I  can  eafily  believe  the  manifold  Defccms  of  Ga- 
•briel  from  Heaven,  when  he  bro^iu  down  the 

Hundred 
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Hundred  and  Four  Sheets  of  Science  and  Faith.  But 
whether  Adam  had  only  Ten  of  thefe  Sheets,  or  One 
and  Twenty  as  fome  fay  ;  or  whethe  his  Son  Setb 
had  but  Twenty  Nine  of  them,  or  Fifty  according  t« 
others,  is  not  material  according  to  my  Faith.  It  is 
pofliblc  Edrii  had  no  more  not  lefs  than  Thirty,  and 
Abraham  our  Father,  juft  Ten  of  thefe  Divine  Manu- 
fcripts.  Of  thefe  we  are  fure,  that  the  Volume  of  the 
Laiv  was  fent  to  Mofes,  the  Pfaltm  to  David,  the 
Go/pel  to  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary,  and  the  mighty 
Alcoran  to  Mahomet  the  Seal  of  ths  Prophets. 

It  is  eafy  for  me  to  believe  the  C&lejHal  Pen  with 
which  all  thefe  Manufcripts  where  written,  to  be  of 
fome  admirable  Subftance.  But  why  it  mould  be 
made  of  Pearls,  rather  than  of  Diamonds,  or  any 
other  Jewels,  I  fee  no  Reafon  :  Or  that  it  mould  be 
a  Journey  of  Fifty  Years,  for  the  fwifteft  Horfe  in 
Arabia  to  run  from  one  End  of  it  to  the  other.  Yet  if 
I  have  not  Faith  enough  for  thefe  Things,  I  will  not 
be  angry  with  thofe  that  have.  Let  every  Man  enjoy 
his  Fancy. 

But  I  cannot  be  fo  indifferent,  when  I  hear  Men 
tell'me,  That  GOD  has  a  Body  like  ours,  with  Eyes, 
Ears,  Nofej  Hands,  Tongue,  and  all  oiher  Members, 
and  Organs  of  Life,  Seme,  Speech  and  Motion ; 
that  he  is  fubjedl  to  Paffions  of  Love,  Hatred,  Anger, 
Grief,  and  all  the  Affedions  that  are  common  to 
Mortals.  Yet  thou  knoweft  there  is  a  Sedt  vLMufful- 
mans,  who  believe  all  this,  and  preach  it  to  others 
with  great  Aflurance.  What  is  this,  but  to  fet  up 
an  Idol  in  the  Place  of  GOD  >  For  the  Original  of 
all  Idolatry  was  the  vain  Prefumption  of  Men,  who 
represented  the  incomprehenfible  Divinity,  under  fome 
uncommon  vifible  Figure  of  Men  or  Beafts. 

If  we  muft  aflign  a  Body  to  GOD,  it  would  feera 
more  rational  to  adhere  to  their  Opinion  among 
the  Sephatitn,  who  fay  his  Body  is  Infinite,  Uncir- 
«umfcribed,  and  beyond  all  form.  Neither  is  it  of 

any 
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any  Import,  that  the  Wejlern  Pbilofopben  aflert,  It  h 
of  the  Efience  of  all  Bodies  to  be  Circumfcribed  and 
Finite.  Since  tho'  this  may  be  readily  granted 
true  of  particular  Bodies,  yet  muft  it  ever  be  deny'd 
of  the  immenfe  and  univerfal  Body  out  of  which  the 
World  is  form'd  :  Uniefs  they  will  allow  it  unlimited 
and  interniinate  unbody'd  Space,  which  is  more  un- 
intelligible and  abfurd.  Doubtlefs,  if  the  Eternal 
Mind  has  a  Body,  'tis  expanded  wide  as  the  endlefs 
jEtber,  and  equally  prefent  in  all  Places  :  Neither 
can  this  Body  be  any  more  circumcifed,  confined, 
or  fhut  up  in  any  Place,  than  the  Light  of  the  Sun 
can  be  reilrain'd  within  a  Room,  or  Separated  from 
its  Source,  by  drawing  of  a  Curtain.  For  all  the 
World  is  previous  to  this  infinite  Body,  which  is  al- 
together indivifible  into  Parts,  even  as  that  which  we 
call  a  Spirit.  In  a  Word,  we  muft  conceive  it  to  be 
fimple  and  uncompounded,  the  fincft  and  fairefl  Mat- 
ter of  the  Univerie. 

But  if  thou  wilt  have  my  0pinion,  all  this  is  in- 
finitely too  low  and  narrow  an  Idea  of  that  eternal 
and  moft  exalted  Eflence,  that  intellectual  Beauty, 
which  no  mortal  Eye  has  fera,  no  Tongue  nor  Pen. 
can  defcribe;  the  fmalleft  Glimpfe  of  whofe  ineffa- 
ble Majcfty,  falling  in  the  Thought  of  holy  Men  and 
Prophets,  fnatch  away  their  Souls  in  facred  Pafli- 
ons  and  divine  Ecftafles,  whilft  their  Bodies  are  in 
the  Cuftody  of  the  Angel  of  Death.  At  fuch  Times 
they  are  carried  up  through  the  feven  Heavens,  be- 
holding all  the  Wonders,  and  the  Purple  Sea,  which 
divides  the^/fr/?  Heaven  from  the  fecond.  The  pafs 
4>y  the  Or/v,  where  Fire,  Hail,  Snow,  and  Thun- 
der, are  prepared,  and  kept  in  Refervatories  againlt 
the  Day  of  Calamity ;  being  guarded  by  Spirits 
of  Vengeance,  who  are  created  to  punifh  Infi- 
dels. Then  they  afcend  to  the  fourth  Heaven, 
where  dwell  innumerable  Armies  of  Holy  Ones. 
Next  to  the  Fifth,  where  are  the  Angels  of  Inter^ 
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ctflnn.  Then  to  the  Sixth,  which  is  the  Refidence 
of  ^rch  Angels,  the  Internancio's  or  Meflengers  of 
the  eternal  Majcfty.  And  laftof  all  they  are  intro- 
duced into  the  Practice  of  the  moft  fublinie  Potentates 
a»d  Principalities,  who  wait  before  the  Recefs  of  the 
Creator  in  the  Heavens  above  all  Heavens,  whofe 
Heighth  tranfcends  the  Power  of  eternal  Intelle&s  to 
meafure. 

O  Dgnft,  when  I  have  faid  all  I  can,  'tis  nothing 
to  the  Purpofe  !  For  no  Word  nor  Theughts  can 
reach  thai:  Infinite  above  all  Infinity.  l\'odii.;g  but 
pure  unbodied  Minds  can  have  Acceis  to  the  Skirts 
and  Borders  of  that  endlefs  Region  of  Light. 

Therefore  let  us  not  ftretch  our  vain  Imaginations, 
rior  greedily  pry  into  thofe  Secrets  which  forever  fly 
from  Human  rfhoughts :  But  keeping  ourfeives  within 
the  Bounds  of  Reafon  and  Society,  let  us  adore 
GOD,  and  believe  his  Prophet,  obey  the  Law  «f 
Clearnefs  and  Furity,  without  injuring  Man  or 
Beaft  ;  and  that's  the  Way,  if  there  be  any,  to  afcend 
to  the  Vifion  and  Enjoyment  of  that  Happinefs, 
whith  at  prefent  is  hid  from  us. 

Paris,  £th  of  the  I  ith  Moon, 
of  the  Tear   1657. 


LETTER    XXIII. 

To  the  Aga  of  tbe  Janizaries. 

IReceiv'd  the  Difpatch  corning  from  valorous 
Hands,  an  Expreis  pcrfam'd  with  Narci^us,  full 
of  honourable  Words,  and  exhibiting  a  Command 
worthy  of  an  Ottoman  General.  May  the  Angel  of 
Fortitude  couducl  thee  in  all  thy  Expeditions  againft 
Infidels,  Rebels  and  Hereticks, 

Thy 
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Thy  Conceptions  of  the  p'-efent  State  of  Europe 
are  very  proper  and  lively  :  Yet  in  feme  Things  'tis 
poffible  thou  hafl  been  mifinfonn'd  T'he  Affair;  of 
Italy  are  inconfklerable,  when  cornpar'd  with  trie  more 
important  Wars  of  the  North.  i  hat  Quarter  is  at 
preient  the  Theatre  of  the  moft  remsn-ab  e  Aftions  ; 
yet  the  Campaigns  in  Flanders  this  Year  have  made 
ibme  Noife  in  the  World. 

But  all  the  Difcourfe  at  prefent  is,  of  the  famous 
Siege,  and  Taking  of  FrtJcric-Ode  by  the  Swedes. 
This  is  a  Fortrefs  belonging  to  the  King  of  Denmark, 
and  efteemed  one  of  the  itrongell  in  Europe  Yet 
is  was  taken  by  Storm  ;  wherein  the  Danes  loft 
Ninety  Three  rrhcipal  Officers,  and  about  Three 
Thousand  cor  men  Soldiers;  Thirty  Three  Colours; 
Seventy  Seven  great  Gum  of  Iron  and  Brafs  ;  Three- 
ill  andred  and  Eighty  Two  Barrels  of  Powder  ;  Forty  " 
Thoufand  Mufquet  Bullets;  Six  Hundred  Granado's  ; 
Three  Thoufend  Pikes,  and  Two  Thoufand  Two 
Hundred  Suits  of  Armour. 

This  Victory  makes  the  Swedes  appear  terrible  to 
their  Enemies ;  and  they  are  look'd  upon  as  the  only 
flourifhing  Nation  in  the  North,  as  France  is  in  the 
Wtji.  Yet  to  (hew  that  there's  no  mix'd  Mappinefs 
here  below,  their  Intertft  had  been  much  lefTen'd  by 
the  Defertion  of  the  Brandtnlmrgbers,  who  now  feem 
to  favour  the  Laufe  of  King  Cafemir. 

That  Monarch  had  an  interview  lately  with  the 
'  Ekftor  of  Brandenburg  at  a  Place  call  d  Brandenburg  j 
where  they  embraced  one  another,  banquetted  toge- 
ther, ami  buried  all  the  Memoirs  of  Enmity  in  gene- 
rous Connotations  :  For  this  is  the  Way  of  the  Nor- 
thern Princes  of  Europe,  who  live  in  fo  cold  a  Cli- 
mate, that  nothing  lefs  than  a  Debauch  of  Wine  can 
thaw  their  frozen  Souls,  and  melt  them  into  an  obli- 
ging Humour. 

As  for  the  State  of  England,  I  percdve  thou 
know'ft  the  Character  of  0/ivert  the  new  Sovereign 
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of  that  Commonxvealch.  Yet  I  can  inform  thee, 
that  he  begins  to  change  his  Temper.  There  are 
Perfons  in  his  Court,  who  gives  conftant  Intelligence 
to  the  King  of  France  of  all  his  Secrets.  And  as  the 
exil'd  King  of  Scots  could  not  fnuff  a  Candle  in  a 
Paffian,  but  that  Ufurptr  had  Knowledge  of  it ;  fo 
neither  can  Oliver  have  a  Dream,  but  lome  fpight  - 
ful  Mircury  carries  the  News  into  Foreign  Countries. 
His  Sleep  is  interrupted  with  fearful  Vijiom  of  Plots 
and  Treafons  againft  his  Life  ;  which  makes  him 
change  his  Bed  five  or  fix  times  a  Night.  They  lay 
he  is  meuimorphos'd  from  a  Hero  to  a  perfect  Cow- 
ard. And  this  is  not  the  Report  of  the  Multitude, 
who  take  Things  upon  Truft  ;  but  it  is  the  Sport  of 
the  French  Grafts,  who  wifh  well  to  the  Son  of  the 
Jate  murther'd  Englijh  K.ing. 

I  muft  be  irregular  in  my  Method  of  Writing,  that 
I  may  oblige  thee  with  Military  Remarks.  A  more 
particular  Account  of  the  Storm  of  Trtderickj-Qde 
is  juft  come  to  my  Hands,  wherein  we  are  affured, 
That  it  was  taken  at  the  firft  Aflault,  which  much  re- 
dounds to  the  Honour  of  Genaral  Wrangle  ;  and 
that  the  Crown-Marmal  of  Denmark,  with  many 
Senators  and  Grandees,  fell  by  the  Edge  of  the  S-ivord, 
and  that  TwoThoufand  Captives  were  driven  yok'd 
in  Couples  like  Beafts,  as  an  Augmentation  of  the 
Conqueror's  Triumph. 

Thou  wilt  not  be  difpleafed  at  the  little  Coherence 
and  Order  of  thefe  Memoirs,  confidering  that  it  fuits 
well  enough  with  the  Suhjefi ;  for  t  write  a  la  Cam- 
pagne,  as  the  Trench  fay,  and  fo  am  obliged  to  enter- 
tain thee  with  broken  Detachments  of  News,  from 
feveral  Parts,  as  Occafion  offers. 

The  Spaniards  are  Hark  mad,  for  the  Lofs  of 
Mardike,  which  was  taken  by  the  Eaglijh  and  French 
in  the  gth  Moon,  and  all  the  Garrifon  fent  Prifoners 
to  Calais*  They  fwear  they  will  have  this  impor- 
tant Place  again,  whatever  it  coil  them.  The  Prince 

of 
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of  Conde  lies  dangeroufly  rick  of  a  Fever  at  Gant  : 
Whilft  Don  John  ef  Aujlria,  labours  under  a  Malady 
of  another  Nature,  being  much  diftrefs'd  for  Want  of 
Money  to  pay  his  Soldiers.  This  is  look'd  upon  as  a 
very  bad  Symptom  in  a  General  of  an  Army. 

The  great  City  Cracow  in  Poland,  is  furrendered 
by  the  Swedes  to  King  Cnjtmir.  That  Monarch  be- 
gins to  find  a  Turn  in  his  Affairs,  and  it  is  thought 
he  will  draw  half  the  Princes  of  Europe  into  a  League 
againft  the  King  of  Sweden. 

It  will  be  of  no  great  Importance  for  thee  to  know, 
that  the  Siege  of  Munfttr  is  rais'd,  and,  a  Peace  con- 
cluded between  that  City  and  their  Eijhop :  Yet  it  is 
convenient,  that  this  (hould  be  related  to  the  Mini- 
fieri  of  the  Divan,  who  are  the  Judges  of  human 
Events.  Befides,  in  one  of  my  Letters,  I  mention'4 
this  Quarrel  and  Siege. 

Illuftrious  Aga,  1  have  obey'd  thy  Commands,  in 
fending  thee  an  Abflraft  of  all  the  moft  remarkable 
Transactions  in  Europe,  during  the  laft  three  or  four 
Moons,  \  wifh  'twere  as  agreeable  to  any  of  my  Friends 
to  fend  me  the  News  of  our  Armies  and  Navy. 

Bnt  I  am  more  obliged  to  Strangers  and  Infidels, 
for  the  Intelligence  I  have  of  rhe  Ottoman  A  flairs, 
jhan  to  any  of  the  True  Believers. 

Brave  Commander,  may  GOD  preferve  thee  from 
the  common  Vices  of  a  Soldier's  Life,  and  make  thee 
as  renown'd  as  Cvjfim  Halt,  who  was  prefent  in  25 
pitch'd  Battles,  receiv'd  4$  Wounds,  and  yet  lived,  tq 
the  63d  Year  of  his  Age. 

Paris,  zyth  of  the  i  zth  Moan, 
eft  be  Tear  1657. 


End  of  the  THIRP 
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LETTER    I. 

Cara  Hali,  Phyfician  to  the  Grand 
Seignior. 

O  S  T  of  my  Lerters  to  the  G-cmdees 
of  the  Port*,  carry  News  ot  War, 
Sieges,  and  (Sattles  among  the  Chri- 
^  ftians.  Now  I'll  tell  thee,  who  art 
my  Friend,  I'm  at  War  with  my  felf ;  one  potent 
Paffion  takes  the  rield  againft  another  ;  oppofite 
Armies  of  Affedio.iS  are  embattled  in  my  Breaft  :  My 
Heart  is  bicck'd  np  Here  lies  Intereft  entrench'd  ; 
There,  Honour  difplays  its  Standard  :  One  Minute, 

Nature 
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Nature  and  Self-Prefervation  makes  a  Sally ;  the 
next,  they  are  beat  back  by  Generofity  and  Love. 
The  worft  of  it  is,  that  thefe  contrary  Factions  in  the 
Soul,  are  fo  blended  together,  by  a  fecret  Corre- 
fpondence,  that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  difcern 
which  is  which. 

Would'ft  thou  know  what  the  Meaning  of  this  is  ? 
I'll  tell  thee  in  Brief;  I'm  in  a  Comroverfy  with  my 
felf,  whether  I  had  beft  die  or  live. 

Wonder  not  at  the  Expreffion,  as  if  'twere  in 
any  Man's  Power  to  make  this  Choice  ;  fmce  ac- 
cording to  the  Muffitlmans  Faith,  we  cannot  haften 
or  retard  the  Moments  decreed  by  Fate.  Afluredly, 
Predeftination  does  not  in  the  leaft  interfere  with 
what  is  call'd  Man's  Free-will.  Every  the  moft  vo- 
luntary Asians  of  our  Lives  complies  as  exadtly  with 
the  Appointment  of  Eternal  Deftiny,  as  the  acciden- 
tal Fall  of  a  Tile  oft'  Houfe,  or  a  more  regular 
and  conftant  Defcent  of  Rain,  Snow  and  Hail,  from 
the  Clouds.  And  for  aught  I  know,  we  may  as 
properly  call  it  the  Free-Will  of  a  River,  to  run  to- 
wards the  Sea,  as  for  a  Man  to  purfue  the  various 
Currents  of  his  own  Reafon  or  Appetite.  For  fo  a 
Fountain  frequently  divides  itlelf  into  many  Streams, 
before  it  falls  into  the  Ocean,  which  is  its  Center. 
And  Man  himfelf,  notwithftanding  the  boafted  Free- 
dom of  his  Will,  is  as  much  confin'd  to  aft  accord- 
ing to  his  Principles,  PrepofTeifions,  Prejudices,  Paf- 
fions  and  Habits,  as  the  different  Rivulets  iffuing  from 
the  fame  Spring,  are  rcflrained,  each  within  the 
Banks  of  its  proper  Channel. 

But  not  to  entertain  thee  with  more  Allegories; 
both  Thou  and  I,  and  all  Men,  find  ourfelves  vio- 
lently carry'd  away  by  certain  Inclinations  fo  forcible 
as  HO  Powar  of  our  Will  is  able  to  refift  :  Sometimes 
our  Love,  Hate,  Joy,  Grief  and  fo  the  reil  of  Hu- 
man Paflions,  are  as  voluntary,  as  the  Motions  of 
Ottr  P u lie.  And  though  in  the  moft  important 

Actions 
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Aftions  of  our  Lives,  we  generally  form  fome  re- 
gular Defign,  as  their  Scope  and  Center  ;  yet  we  do 
many  Things  without  Reflection,  as  Mu/idam  are 
(aid  fometimes  to  play  excellent  Tunes,  without  fo 
much  as  regarding  or  thinking  what  they  are  about. 
By  which  it  is  evident,  that  our  Will  has  little  to 
do  in  the  Conduct  of  our  Lives.  We,  like  all  other 
Creatures,  aft  according  to  certain  fecert  Impulfes  of 
.Nature.  The  very  fame  Faculty  which  we  call  In- 
ftinft  in  the  Beaft,  is  no  other  than  what  we  term 
Rtafon,  Wiftlom,  Knowledge,  Difcretitn,  and  Forecaji 
in  ourfelves.  And  I  think  it  is  no  Soledfm  to  fay, 
That  that  was  a  prudent  Dog,  who  perceiving  his 
Majler  making  ready  a  Rope  t©  hang  him,  flipt  flily 
away,  and  never  came  near  him  more. 

Suffer  me  to  make  yet  a  farther  Digreffion.  and 
afcribe  it  to  Fate.  For  I'm  on  a  fudden  ftrangely  in- 
terrupted in  my  Thoughts,  by  a  moft  furious  Tem- 
peft;  a  Medley  of  Hail,  Rain,  Lightning  and  Thun- 
der: And  this  laft,  tho'  not  over  noiry  and  loud, 
yet  it  was  the  moft  Angularly  terrifying,  that  ever  I 
heard  in  my  Life.  There  is  a  Sort  of  Thunder  which 
they  call  the  Drum,  becaufe  it  approaches  near  the 
Sound  of  that  Warlike  Inftrument,  making  a  lively 
fierce  Rumbling  in  the  Air,  like  the  Beat  of  an 
Alarm.  There  is  another  more  furpizing,  like  the 
Roaring  of  Cannons ;  but  this  had  a  Touch  in  it  of 
the  molt  harm,  affrightning  and  irregular  Noife  that 
ever  fhook  the  Welkin. 

I  was  poffefs'd  with  a  deep  Melancholy,  as  foon 
as  I  heard  the  horrid  Clatter  begin,  and  faw  the  Air 
darken  apace,  with  a  more  than  ordinary  Gloomi- 
nefs  :  Then  I  felt  fome  religious  Paffions  ftruggling 
with  my  Reafon.  I  was  full  «f  Fears,  left  GOD 
was  angry  with  me,  for  my  conterfeited  Life  among 
the  Cbrijiians :  And  imagined  no  lefs,  than  that 
this  Tcmfeji  was  rais'd  on  purpofe  to  deftroy  me  ; 
and  make  me  an  Example  to  all  Muj/ulmans,  who 

dare 
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dare  deny  the  koly  Prophet,  to  fever  the  Intereft  of 
the  Grand  Signlor,  as  much  a  Mortal  as  themfelves. 
Or,  at  leaft,  I  concluded  I  mould  tafte  my  Share  of 
the  Wrath  of  Heaven  at  this  cholerick  Juncture. 
Nay,  and  all  the  Pbilofopby  I  could  mufter  together 
ferv'd  but  to  raife  my  difmal  Expectations  of  the 
Fatal  Blaft.  For  I  could  not  avoid  thinking,  that 
a  wicked  Man  is  a  Magnet  which  naturally  aurafls 
the  Vengeance  of  Heaven.  And  that  I  being  fuch  in 
the  higheft  Degree,  could  not  fail  of  having  my 
Soul  fcorch'd  up  at  once  to  nothing,  or  metamor- 
pbcfedlo  a.  Fu>y  (which  is  worfe)  by  fome  furprifing 
and  inevitable  F/o/fc.  For  to  pals  from  this  Life  by 
Lightning,  Poifon,  or  an  Earthquake,  are  the  only 
Deaths  1  fear. 

•  I  fell  on  my  Knees  and  Face,  addrefling  myfelf 
to  G  OD  with  the  mail  humble  and  fervent  Devo- 
tion I  was  capable  of.  I  made  my  Application  alfo 
to  his  Prophet.  I  faid  and  did  all  that  I  thought 
would  procure  a  Refpite  of  the  Puniiliment  I  fear'd. 
At  length,  being  tir'd  and  fick  of  too  much  Praye;; 
I  rofe  and  fat  down  chearfully,  remembering  I  was 
a  Mujftlman  and  refign'd  to  the  Will  of  Deftiny. 
•Confidering  alfo  that  I  was  an  Arabian,  of  a  no- 
ble Stock,  I  r,-folved,  if  I  mud  die,  to  prepare  my- 
felf with  a  Moderation  worthy  of  my  Blood,  that 
fo  I  might  go  to  the  lirpifiblti  like  the  Gratufin  of  an 
Emir. 

Perhaps  thou  wilt  impute  this  to  Vanity :  But  I 
efteem  it  a  Point  of  Juftice,  for  a  Man  to  take  Care 
that  he  may  live  and  die  like  himfelf,  without  dege- 
nerating form  the  Virtue  of  his  Ancejlors,  or  bring- 
ing a  Difgrace  on  the  fribe  to  which  he  belongs  : 
For  though  GOD  has  created  all  Men  of  the  fame 
Mould,  yet  he  has  diilinguimed  one  Family  from 
another,  by  more  than^q/fo£  Gharaften  imprint- 
ed on  them  in  their  Nativity.  And  has  ennobled 
fome  Mortals  with  peculiar  Qualities  and  innate 
L  Per- 
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Perfections  which  others  are  wholly  Strangers  to.    So 
there  are  others  remarkable  for  hereditary  Vices. 

Whether  thefe  things  depend  on  the  Blood,  or  on 
the  different  Circumftances  of  Souls  before  they  came 
into  thefe  Bcd.es  is  a  queftion  not  foon  refolved  : 
But  this  I'm  fure  of,  that  I  rind  in  myfelf  both  fome 
Virtues  and  Vices,  which  I  could  never  yet  dilcover 
fo  odly  blended  together  in  any  other  Mortal.  I'm 
always  campaigning  on  the  Frontiers  of  Good  and 
Evil ;  yet  my  Paffions  are  not  mercenary  :  No  Prince 
can  tempt  me  to  Trtafon  or  Perfidy.  I  a,n  Mailer 
of  a  certain  Faftnefs  of  Spirit,  which  no  Human 
Charm  is  able  to  difrnantle.  My  Integrity  cannot  be 
warp'd  by  Gold :  And  'tis  for  this  Reafon'I  a  little 
value  myfelf:  Which  makes  me  fometimes  inclined 
rather  bravely  to  fally  forth  into  the  unknown  World, 
than  tarry  in  this,  where  I  meet  with  Nothing  but 
Contempt  and  Difefteem  from  the  Slaves  of  him,  for 
whofe  Sake  I  bear  the  Fatigue  of  Life,  Surely,  think 
I,  wherever  it  be  my  Lot  to  go,  after  my  Efcape 
from  this  mortal  Stage,  the  Spirits  of  that  Region 
will  be  kind  to  me  for  the  Sake  of  my  incorruptible 
Truftinefs ;  for  they  have  Intrigues  as  well  as  we, 
and  confequently  will  be  glad  of  faithfu  al  Agent, 

In  a  Word,  fince  all  my  Zeal  and  Loyalty  is 
thought  not  to  merit  any  Reward  in  this  Life ;  i 
would  fain  try,  whether  at  leail  I  may  not  deferve  to 
beaGhoftof  Honour,  if  there  be  any  fuch  Diilin- 
clions  in  that  World  of  Spirits. 

Paris,  zyth  of  the  1 2th  Mccn. 
of  tae  Year  1657, 
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To  Muftapha,  Bafla. 

LETTER    II. 

I  Shall  acquaint  thee  with  a  late  Tranfaclion  in 
this  Kingdom,  which  I  believe  has  but  few  Ex- 
amples. The  Kaifnc.cham  has  already  receiv'd  a  Dif- 
patch  from  me,  wherein  I  fignihcd  the  Return  of 
Chrifiina  Qaeen  of  Sweden  into  France  :  This  Prin- 
cefs,  fince  her  Arrival  at  Fount  cixbi'au,  having  difco- 
vered  fome  fecret  Treachery  in  one  of  her  Retinue, 
who  was  an  Italian  Marquis,  pronounced  a  formal 
Sentance  of  Death  on  him :  Which  was  accordingly 
executed  on  the  loth  Day  of  the  i  ithMoon,  by  her 
own  Officers,  in  a  Gallery  of  her  Palace,  after  he 
had  been  warn'd  of  it  by  her  exprefs  Order,  and  had 
a  Confeflbr  fent  to  him'  to  prepare  him  for  another 
World. 

When  this  was  done,  me  immediately  fent  a  Mef- 
fenger  to  acquaint  the  French  King  with  this  Action, 
and  the  Reafon  which  induced  her  to  it.  Some  of 
the  Courtiers  at  firft  perfuaded  him,  That  the  Queen's 
Proceedings  entrenched  on  his  Royal  Prerogative,  he 
being  the  lole  Arbiter  of  Life  and  Death  within  his 
own  Dominions  :  Whereupon  Monjieur  de  Cbaunut 
was  fent  to  expoftulate  with  her.  I  have  formerly 
mentioned  this  Perfon  in  fome  of  my  Letters,  when 
he  was  Ambaffador  from  this  Court  to  Queen  Chri- 
Jlina,  them  reigning  in  Sweden.  He  is  a  Gentleman 
of  great  Abilities:  And  for  that  Reafon  he  has  been 
employ 'd  in  the  moft  difficult  Negotiations  with  the 
States  of  Holland,  and  other  Countries. 

Yet  Pe«p!e  cenfure  varioufly;  and  the  Cafe  has 

been  referr'd  to  the  Doctors  of  the  Civil  Law,  who 

pronounced  this  Sentence  in  her  Favour,  That  being 

ait   Independent  Sovereign,  and  having  the  King   of 
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France'*  Permijfion  to  rejide  in  this  Realm,  the  Right* 
of  Sovereignty  could  not  be  denyd  her  over  her  CIVM 
Subjects :  Such  are  to  be  eftetmd  all  that  are  in  her 
Service  and  take  her  Pay,  except  the  Subjects  of-  the 
State  where  /he  rejides. 

The  fwift  Execution  of  this  Queen's  Sentence  on 
her  Servant,  in  Part  refembles  the  Rigeur  of  our  Eafl- 
ern  Juftice,  which  admits  of  no  Delays  in  punifhing 
of  crirninal  Perfons,  and  removing  Traytors  out  of 
the  Way  ;  neither  is  it  to  be  diverted  by  any  Fear  of 
After-Claps.  And  tho'  thefe  Wejiern  Monarchs  ge- 
nerally put  no  Man  to  Death  without  a  formal  Procefs 
at  Law ;  yet  fometimes  they  have  Icap'd  over  this 
Rule,  and  only  give  the  Word  of  command  to  fome 
of  their  Officers,  and  the  Bufmefs  was  done  :  As  in 
the  Cafe  of  the  Marefcbal  de  Ancre,  and  the  Duke  of 
Guife;  the  one  falling  by  a  Pifcol  Bullet,  the  other 
by  the  Stab  of  a  Dagger  ;  and  both  in  the  King's  ovvri 
Palace,  furrounded  with  their  Servants  and  Friends. 
And  there  was  no  other  Way  for  the  Crown  of  France 
to  fecure itfelf  from  the  Attempts  of  thefe  dangerous. 
Men,  who  were  grown  to  fuch  a  Height,  as  to  Mo- 
narch it  almoft  as  much  as  their  Mafter. 

Mighty  Bfjfa,  the  Charms  of  Sovereignty  are  ve- 
ry ftrong,  creating  Envy  and  Ambition  in  Subjefts, 
and  Jealoufy  in  Princes.  It  is  not  fafe  for  an  emi- 
nent Grandee  to  appear  too  popular.  For  he  that  i? 
inverted  with  a  Diadem,  can  never  brook  a  Ri<val> 
or  one  whom  he  has  Reafoa  to  fufpeft  for  fuch. 

Paris,  1 5th  of  the  ift  Mos»t 
of  the  Year  165%. 


LET- 
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L  E  T  T  E  P.    III. 
To  Muftapha,  Berber  Aga, 

TH  E  Spaniards  are  all  diiTolved  in  Joy  for  the 
Birth  of  a  young  Prince  and  Heir  "of  that  de- 
clining Monarchy.  'Tis  faid  that  the  King  his  Fa- 
ther appointed  a  folemn  Fcftival  throughout  all  his 
Dominions,  commanding  his  Subjefts  to  celebrate  it 
with  the  moft  exalted  IXmoftrations  of  Joy  :  And 
on  that  Day,  he  hionfelf  wore  the  Ranfom  of  Kings 
in  his  Apparel  ;  the  very  Diamonds  and  Pea-Is  in  his 
Hat  being  valued- at  three  Millions  of  Gold:  By  which 
thou  may 'ft  gueis  at  the  reft. 

He  has  alio  communicated  the  Joyful  News  to  all 
Chriftian  Princes  and  States,  his  Friends  and  Allies. 
And  indeed  he  has  fome  Reafon  to  make  a  Noife  of 
this  good  Fortune,  being  an  old  Man,  and  in  all 
Men's  Opinions  no  likely  to  have  any  more  Children. 

His  AmkaJJ'udors  in  foreign  Conntries  endeavour  to 
imitate  their  Prince  in  all  Manner  of  magnificent  Tri- 
umphs, and  particularly  from  Holland  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing Account :  That  on  a  certain  Day.  of  this  Moon 
of  January^  Don  Stephana  da  Gamara,  the  Spanijb 
Ambafiador  at  the  Hague,  caus'd  Te  Deum  to  be  fung 
with  excellent  Voices  and  Mufick,  whilft  Fifty  Pieces 
of  Ordnance  play'd  continually.  At  Night  a  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty  Pitch  Barrels  were  lighted  on  feveral 
Scaffolds  in  the  Streets,  and  all  the  Windows  in  the 
Hague  were  illuminated  with  Wax  Tapers.  And  thefe 
Words  were  feen  flaming  in  an  artificial  Fire- Work 
for  two  Hours  together. 

ParVe,  ut  Magne  Philippe. 
Profpere,  proCeDe,  C3°  rcgna. 

I  need  not  explain  this  Infrdption  to  thee  who  art 

vcrs'd  in  the  Roman  Language  ;  and  wilt  find  that  all 
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the  Salt  of  thefe  Words  lies  in  the  Capital  Letters 
pointing  at  the  Year  wherein  the  young  Prince  was 
born,  'viz.  MDCLVII;  except  a  little  Pun  upon-his 
Name,  which  is  Philip  Proffer,  On  each  Side  ap- 
peared the  Arms  of  the  Spanijb  King ;  and  underneath, 
the  Golden  fleece,  fo  artificially  contrived,  that  from  it 
fprung  Fountains  of  divers  Kinds  of  Wine,  at  which 
the  Multieude  drank  liberally  for  fome  Hours  :  Whilft 
many  new  coined  Pieces  of  Gold  and  Silver  were  fcat- 
fer'd  among  them  out  of  the  Ambaflador's  Windows. 
They  were  ftampt  with  an  Olive-Tree,  having  this 
Motto,  on  one  Side. 

Crefcente  kac,  Pax  cure  a  crefcet. 

And  on  the  other  Side  a  Hand,  with  this  Inscription 
in  a  Label, 

Dalit  Populii  Pacem, 

The  French  ridicule  this  Motto,  and  lay,  the  King  of 
Spain  will  e'er  long,  deferve  the  Title  of  Peace- 
maker, when  he  fhall  be  forced  to  fue  for  it,  not  be- 
ing in  a  Condition  to  carry  on  a  War. 

Illuftricus  Officer,  I  know  thou  art  well  vers'd  in 
the  Roman  Hijiories,  having  been  educated  under 
Jlchmet  Lala,  who  was  a  learned  Man.  And  'tis 
probable,  thou  art  no  Stranger  to  the  more  modern 
Relations  of  Europe,  and  the  divers  Characters  of  the 
People  that  inhabit  it.  Yet  give  me  Leave  to  tell  thee, 
That  Rome  in  all  its  yitlorious  Bravery,  never  faw  a 
firmer  Soldier,  in  a  Battle,  than  the  Spaniards  are  at 
this  Day  ;  but  the  French  have  finer  Wits,  more  Mo- 
ney, and  better  Fortune ;  and 'tis  this  makes  them 
infult.  Befides,  Deftiny  over-rules  all  Things.  Every 
Kingdom  and  Empire  has  its  Climacterics,  wherein  it 
droops,  declines,  and  at  the  grand  critical  Period 
falls  to  Ruin. 

The  Greffo  had  Money  enough  when  the  great 
Sultan  Makomet  befieged  Conftuntinople  :  But  they 
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had  not  Wit  to  ufe  it  for  their  own  Prefervation  ;  and 
fo  that  City,  the  laft  confiderable  Stake  of  the  Em- 
pire, was  loft  to  the  Ottomans,  who  foon  after  be- 
came Mafters  of  all  the  reft. 

Thou  haft  Wealth  in  Abundance,  and  Difcretion 
to  manage  it  :  Slip  no  Opportunities,  but  remember 
the  old  Arabian  Proverb,  which  fays,  GOD  has  gi- 
<ven  'whole  Dnys  to  the  Fortunate,  but  to  the  Unhappy 
be  afford*  only  fotne  Hours. 

Pariy,  i  yth  of  the  i  ft  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1657. 


LETTER    IV. 

To  Pefteli  Hali,  his  Brother,  Mafter  of 
the  Grand  Seignior'.*  Cuftoms  at  Con- 
ftantinople. 

Remember  my  Promife,  though  it  be  late.   Thou 

_  know'it  I  have  many  Hindrances,  and  therefore 
wilt  not  tax  me  with  feigning  an  Excufe.  However, 
thy  Letter  came  to  me  in  a  good  Hour,  to  put  me  in 
Mind  of  thefe  Things,  and  to  enquire  of  our  Mo- 
ther's Health,  who  (till  refides  in  this  City. 

I  have  faid  nothing  of  her  fmce  my  firft  Letter  af- 
ter her  Arrival  at  Pi*ris.  And  to  tell  thee  the  Truth, 
file  has  faid  little  hcrielf,  being  ignorant  of  the  French 
Tcngue,  and  too  old  to  learn  it.  Therefore  her  chief 
Converfation  has  been  with  Eliachim,  and  me,  above 
thefe  three  Years :  For  that  Jeiv  fpeaks  indifferent 
good  Turkijh  and  Arabick, 

Jf    thou   would'ft  know  how  fhe   has  fpent  her 

Time,    'tis    divided    between   her   Devotions    and 

her  Needle.     She  lives  more  Reclufe  than  a  Chri- 

ftian   NUK  ;    feldom  cr  nsver   ftirring  aboad,    un- 
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lefs  to  take  the  Air  of  the  Fields,  and  then  fhut  up  in 
a  Coach  with  her  Maid.  In  a  Word,  Her  Manner  of 
Living  is  a  fit  Example  for  the  French  Women: 
For  in  all  Things  fhe  obferves  the  Law  of  her  Edu- 
cation, and  the  modefl  C.ujicms  of  the  Eaft. 

No  Argument  can  perfuade  her  to  change  her 
Grecian  Garb,  or  drefs  herfelf  after  the  loofe  Mode 
of  Wcjlern  Fitnalcs.  Neither  wM  fhe  eat  or  drink 
any  where,  but  in  the  Houfe  of  Eliacbim,  for  fear  of 
infringing  the  Precepts  of  the  Alcoran,  and  difobey- 
ing  the  MefTengerof  GOD  :  For  fheefteems  the  Diet 
of  the  yeics  pure,  and  free  from  Pollution.  In  her 
pious  motherly'  Zeal,  fhe  rebukes  me  for  eating 
and. drinking  with  Jnfid^h:  And  I've  nothing  to  fay 
in  my  Defence,  but  the  Neceffity  I  lie  under  of  pre- 
venting Sul'picion,  that  fo  1  may  ferve  the  Sultan 
with  greater  Succefs,  and  that  I  have  the  Mufti* 
Difper.fation  for  this  snd  many  more  Irregularities. 
When  flie  hears  this,  (he  lifts  up  her  Eyes  to  Heaven, 
lays  her  Hand  upon  her  Breaft,  and  appears  refign'd  : 
Yet  fhakes  her  Head,  and  feems  to  pity  my  Cafe ; 
not  without  fome  Reflections  on  the  Corruption  of 
the  Times,  the  Impiety  of  the  Seraglio,  and  Want  of 
Zeal  for  the  Holy  Prophet. 

She  has  her  Health  to  a  Miracle :  And,  excepting 
the  firil  two  MOCKS  afcer  fhe  came  to  Paris,  I  never 
heard  her  complain  of  the  leaft  Indifpofition.  'Tis 
poffible  the  Change  of  Air,  with  the  Inconvenicncies 
of  travelling  fo  far  by  Sea  and  Land,  might  incom- 
mode her  at  firft.  She  was  for  a  while  troubled  with 
R/.'fums,  Objlrufiions,  and  a  Dyjentrey  :  But  fhe  foon 
overcame  thefe  Diftempers,  and  has  ever  fince  been 
perfectly  well. 

We  often  difcourfe  together  of  thee,  and  thy 
Travels  in  the  En  ft.  Sometimes  I  read  Part  of  thy 
"Journal  to  her,  which  affordrs  her  infinite  Delight. 
She  congratulates  herfelf,  and  thy  good  Fortune 
in  efcaping  fo  many  Perils  and  .Deaths,  as  every 
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where  threaten  a  Stranger  :  And  takes  a  particular 
Delight  to  hear  thy  Adventures  with  the  Indian  Lady, 
at  the  Court  of  Raja  Hulacu.  Thou  may 'ft  be  afiur'd 
our  Mother  bears  a  fingular  AiFeftion  to  thee;  for 
we  never  meet  without  willing  thee  in  our  Compa- 
ny. She  rejoices  mightily  to  hear  of  thy  Profperity 
and  Advancement  in  the  Favour  of  the  Grand  Stigtrior, 
and  his  principal  Minifters ;  wifhing  thee  every  Day  a 
new  Step  of  Honour  and  Intereft.  Theu  may'ft  alfo 
reft  fatisfied  that  Mabmut  comes  not  fhort  of  the  Af- 
feftion  he  owes  to  fuch  a  Brother. 

At  other  Times  we  talk  of  our  Caujin  Ifouf,  who 
is  now  in  the  frozen  Regions  of  the  North.  His  iti- 
nerary Memoirs  are  alfo  very  pleafant ;  and  we  pafs 
fome  Hours  in  reading  and  comparing  them  with  the 
Difpatches  which  I  frequently  receive  from  Mebemet* 
an  exil'd  Eunuch  in  Egypt:  For  Ifouf  is  more  large  in 
his  Description  of  that  Country,  and  his  Remarks  on 
his  Antiquities,  than  any  other  Part  of  Africa.  Yet 
he  fays  enough  of  that  Southern  Quarter. 

As  to  what  I  promifed  to  inform  thee  concern- 
ing the  Pyramids,  Mummies,  and  ether  Singularities 
of  Egypt,  know  that  our  Kinfman  Ifouf  is  a  great 
Critick,  and  gives  the  Lye  to  Herodotus,  Diodorus, 
Strata,  Piiny,  and  other  Writers,  of  Greece  and  Rome. 
Neither  will  he  content  in  all  Things  to  our  Arabian 
Hiftories. 

He  fays,  the  Pyramids  are  neither  fo  high,  nor  dses 
their  Bafts  take  up  fo  much  Ground,  as  is  reported  by 
the  Ancients.  He  laughs  at  thofe  who  affirm  they 
call  no  Shadows  at  Noon,  having  experienc'd  the  con- 
trary when  the  Sun  was  in  Capricorn.  At;d  we  may 
believe  him  in  this,  on  good  Grounds  :  For  it  is  re- 
corded of  Tholes  Milefeus,  who  lived  about  Two 
Thoufand  Years  ago,  that  he  took  the  Height  of  thefe 
Pyramids  by  their  Shadows. 
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There  are  three  of  thefe  admirable  Structures  not 
far  from  Caire,  and  about  eighteen  more  in  the  De- 
farts  of  Lybia*  It  is  generally  fuppofed,  that  they 
were  built  for  Sepulchres  of  the  Egyptian  Kings,  fome 
of  them  before  the  Flood,  the  reft  after.  There  are 
not  wanting  Hijiwians,  who  affert  the  greatefl  of  the 
Pyramids  to  be  the  Tomb  of  Setb,  the  So.i  of  Adam. 

I/iwfwas  within  this  mighty  Fahrick,  and  attefts, 
that  after  he  and  his  Company  had  defcended  and  al- 
cended  through  certain  Galleries,  they  came  at  laft  to 
a  fquare  Chamber,  wall'd  about  with  pure  Thebaick 
Marble ;  in  the  Middle  of  which  was  a  Cheft  of 
the  fame  Stones,  which  when  ftruck  with  the  Foot, 
founded  like  a  mufjcal  Jnftrument.  It  is  believed, 
that  in  this  Cheft  was  laid  the  Body  of  the  King  who 
built  that  Pyramid. 

The  ancient  Egyptians  were  of  Opinion,  That  even 
after  that  which  we  call  Death,  or  the  Separation  of 
the  Soul  and  Body,  there  were  certain  Arts  to  retain 
'em  together  ;  if  not  in  fo  ftridl  and  intimate  an  Union 
as  before,  yet  in  a  very  familiar  Correfpondence  for 
many  Ages.  So  that  the  Soul  fiiould  always  take 
delight  to  hover  about  the  Body,  and  to  exercife  its 
Faculties  in  the  the  Place  where  that  was  repofed. 

For  this  Reafon,  in  the  firft  Place,  they  took  out 
the  Bowels,  and  whatfoever  was  moft  liable  to  Cor- 
ruption :  And  having  wafiYd  the  empty  Belly  with 
Wine  of  Palms,  mix'd  with  aromatick  Powders,  they 
fluffed  it  with  Myrrh,  Caffia,  and  many  coftly  Con- 
fections, aud  then  few 'd  it  up.  After  this,  they  puri- 
fy'd  the  whole  Body  with  Nitre ;  and  having  drawn 
out  the  Brains  by  the  Noftrils  with  a  Hook,  they 
fill  up  the  Scull  with  melted  Gums.  And  laft  of  all, 
they  fwathed  up  the  whole  Body  in  Silk,  fmearing  it 
over  with  rich  Mixture  of  Bitumen,  Spices,  and  Gums, 
and  fo  deliver'd  to  the  Kindred  it  to  be  laid  up  in  the 
Sepulchre. 
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Thefe  are  the  Preparations  they  made  to  court 
the  Prefence  of  the  Soul,  by  rendering  the  Body  for 
ever  iweet  and  incorruptible.  And  that  the  Majefty 
of  Royal  Gkofu  might  never  be  interrupted  or  violated 
by  the  Neighbourhood  of  Vulgar  Spirits,  or  the  ruder 
Approach  of  Mortals,  Kings  built  thefe  magnificent 
Piles,  as  the  Palaces  of  their  lafi  Rcpofe.  'Tis  there- 
fore they  were  eroded  in  defarts  and  unfrequented 
Places,  and  in  fuch  a  Form  as  was  eftecm'd  the  moft 
durable  and  fecure  from  the  Injuries  of  Time,  the 
AfTaults  of  the  'Elements,  and  from  the  common  Fate 
cf  all  Human  Enterprises.  Each  Stone  of  a  prodi- 
gious Bulk,  and  rivetted  to  the  next  with  a  Bar  of 
Iron  ;  which  wi;h  the  Strength  and  invincible  Faft- 
nefs  of  the  Cement,  renders  it  Thing  impoffible  for 
any  one  of  thefe  Pyramids  to  be  demolish  d,  though 
all  Mankind  were  fet  to  work  for  many  fucceflive 
Generations. 

Al  Mamun  the  Caliph  of  Babylon,  attempted  to  do 
it,  but  in  vain.  For  after  he  had  fet  his  Men  to  work, 
and  been  at  vaft  Expences,  they  made  but  one  fmall 
Breach  fo  inconfiderable,  that  being  made  fenfible  it 
would  exhauft  his  Treafures,  to  remove  but  the  Hun- 
dredth Part  of  the  Pyramid,  he  deMed,  full  of  Won- 
der at  the  Wifdom  of  the  Founders. 

If  it  be  true,  that  the  Soul  may  by  fuch  Allure- 
ments as  thefe,  be  prevaiPd  on  to  remain  with  the 
Bcdy  in  its  Sepulchre,  and  that  a  Man's  future  Happi- 
nefs  confifts  in  this,  I  fiiould  myfdf  admire  and  imi- 
tutethofe  Egyptian  Sages.  I  would  in  my  Life-time, 
build  me  almall  MaufoLtim,  according  to  my  Abili- 
ty, and  order  in  my  lajl  Will  and  Tejiament,  that  my 
Eody  be  embalmed  and  condited  for  a  perpetual  Du- 
ration But  if  none  of  thefe  Arts  can  alter  trie  De- 
crees of  Deftiny,  or  force  an  immortal  Spint,  from 
ranging  where  it  pleafes  ;  I  muft  conclude  with 
Pliny,  I  hat  this  celebrated  Wifdom  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, was  no  other  than  glorious  Folly,  and  all 
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the  Magnificence  of  their  Kings  in  Building  fuch  coft- 
ly  Sepulchres,  but  /fcpo/Wane. 

They  themfelves  in  thus  cautioufly  providing  to 
fccure  the  Soul's  Abode,  with  the  Body  after  Death, 
tacitly  own'd,  that  by  the  Courfe  of  Nature,  it  would 
immediately  pafs  into  feme  other  Nay  the  Tranf- 
migration  of  Souls  was  an  eflabliih'd  Dodtrine  in 
Eqypt.  How  then  could  they  be  fo  blind  as  to  ima- 
gine a  dead  Carcafe,  however  perfum'd  and  fenced 
againft  Corruption,  was  more  inviting  than  an  Embryo 
form'd  to  live  ?  Or  that  it  was  more  eligibie  for  the 
Sou!  to  be  imprifon'd  in  a  dark  Dutigem  (for  no 
better  are  the  Infides  of  the  Pyramids)  than  to  en- 
joy the  Light  of  the  Svn,  Mocx,  andSfats  and  the 
various  Sweets  of  the  Elitr.er.t  ?  Brother,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, twere  better  to  be  a  Bird,  a  Worm,  a  Fly,  or 
sny  living  Thing,  than  to  be  thus  immur'd  for  many 
Ages,  and  have  no  other  Companion,  but  an  old 
falted  Mummie. 

Ifatf  has  -trade  fome  Remarks  on  the  River  A7A-, 
to  which,  he  fays,  Egypt  owes  not  only  its  Corn  and 
fruits,  b  t  alfo  the  very  Soil  whicn  brings  them 
forth.  For  every  Year,  at  the  Time  of  Inundation, 
that  River  brings  along  with  it  from  JEtbtapia*  or 
fome  o;her  Regions  through  which  it  paries,  Abun- 
dance of  Siime  and  Mud,  with  which  it  covers  all  the 
Land  of  Egypt,  leaving  it  behind  at  the  Decreafe  of 
the  Waters  ;  fo  that  the  Soil  of  Egypt  is  borrowed 
from  other  Ciuatries.  And  if  this  be  true,  for  aught 
we  know,  the  Place  of  its  Situation  may  be  borrovv'd 
from  the  Sea,  according  to  the  Opinion  of  fome  an- 
cient Philofophers. 

Htrtdotui,  Ptify,  and  others  were  of  this  Perfua- 
fion,  grounding  their  Corjcitures  on  the  nearer  Ap- 
proaches of  the  Continent  to  the  I/land  Pharos,  from 
the  Time  of  Hcnur,  who  exactly  calculated  its  Di- 
flance.  And  they  concluded,  that  the  immenfe 
Quantities  of  Slime,  which  the  Nile  tranfports  from, 
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the  Mountainous  Regions  of  Africa,  might  in  the 
Space  of  two  Mir i ads  of  Years  have  filled  up  all  that 
Part  of  the  Sea,  which  is  now  firm  Land,  and  call'd 
Egypt.  _ 

Ji  this  be  true,  it  feems  to  be  very  flrange,  that 
the  Egyptians  fhould  boaft  of  greater  Antiquity  than 
any  other  Nation  in  the  World,  though  their  Country 
itfelf  be  the  youngeft  of  all  the  Regions  on  Earth,  an 
abortive  Spot  of  Ground,  hatch'd  by  a  River  in  the 
Depths  of  the  Sea,  and  ever  fince  cherilh'd  by  that 
River,  as  by  a  Parent  or  Nurfe,  which  ceafes  not  to 
convey  to  it  yearly  a  convenient  Proportion  of  Ali- 
ment, whereby  the  Country  itfelf  grows  in  Bulk, 
and  the  Inhabitants  are  maintained.  O  admirable 
Providence  cf  Nature,  who  can  penetrate  into  thy 
myfterious  Conduct  ?  O  E$y}t  abounding  in  Prodi- 
gies and  Wenders !  Where  the  Land  and  Water,  wkh 
all  other  Elements,  confpire  to  render  thee  all  over 
miraculous. 

Dear  Pefteli,  I  am  tranfported,  when  I  think  of 
that  Region,  and  could  relate  a  Thoui'and  more  Pre- 
fages,  both  out  of  Ifoufs  Memoirs,  and  from  the 
Mouth  of  others,  who  have  travell'd  thither  to  ob- 
ferve  fo  many  Miracles.  But  I  believe,  thy  Patience 
will  be  fufficiently  tir'd  with  the  Length  of  this  Let- 
ter. Befides,  my  Mother  is  juft  come  to  vifit  me, 
and  defnes  me  to  recommend  her  unfeigned  AfFecH- 
ons  to  thee. 

Be  aflured  alfo,  that  Makmut  loves  thee  with  the 
Integrity  of  a  Man  and  the  Tendernefs  of  a  Brother: 
Andlie  ferves  thee  in  all  Things  without  repining. 

Paris,   1 7th  of  the  ift  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1658. 
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To  the  Kaimacham. 

TH  E  Venetians  are  very  angry  for  the  Lofs  of 
Tenedos  ;  and  not  without  Reafon  ;  for  that 
Ifland  is  a  delicate  Spot  of  Ground,  abounding  in 
rich  Wines,  and  other  Products  of  Nature  :  Befides, 
it  commands  the  Avenue  of  the  Shining  City,  the 
Refuge  of  Mortals. 

They  varioufly  relate  the  Manner  of  its  being  ta- 
ken from  'em,  by  the  Arms  which  no  earthly  Power 
is  able  to  refift.  Endeavouring  in  all  their  Rumours, 
to  difguife  the  Truth  as  much  as  they  can.  and  mif- 
reprefent  the  Bravery  of  the  Ottomans ;  that  fo  the 
Actions  of  their  own  Geiurali  may  make  the  greater 
Fig«re. 

Thefe  Naxarenei  have  a  bad  Caufe,  and  therefore 
are  compelled  to  make  ufe  of  Shifts  and  Equivoca- 
tions to  fupport  it.  They  are  quite  degenerated  from 
the  Integrity  of  the  Primitive  Followers  of  yefus.  In  a 
Word,  they  make  good  the  Character  of  the  ancient 
Candiots ;  of  whom  a  certain/V/  fays,tjyey  are  thorough- 
tac'd  Licrs,  ravenous  Beajls,  and  gluttonous  Drones. 

It  is  believed  in  thefe  Parts,  that  when  the  Veneti- 
ans quitted  the  Hland,  they  departed  not  without 
Revenge,  fetting  Fire  to  a  Mine,  and  blowing  up  fe- 
veral  Hundreds  <sf  the  Mahometans  into  the  Air. 

However,  they  have  for  ever  profcrib'd  and  excom- 
municated Girolamo  Loredan  and  Giovanni  Contarini, 
in  whofe  Cuftody  the  chief  Fortreffes  of  the  Ifland 
were,  accufmg  them  of  Cowardice  and  Treachery  : 
Offering  alfo  two  thoufand  Sequins  to  any  that  feizes 
on  them  within  the  Dominions  of  Venice,  and  three 
thoufand  to  him  that  kills  them  in  another  Country. 

I  know,  'tis  in  the  Power  of  the  All- commanding 
Porte,  to  protect  thefe  Exiles,  if  they  are  within  the 
Territories  of  our  Sovereign ;  much  more,  if  they 

fliel- 


Vol.  V.    d  SPY  *tf  PARIS.      231 

fhelter  themfelves  in  that  Sanctuary  of  the  DiftrefTed' 
But  thou,  and  the  other  fupreme  Minifters,  are  beft  able 
to  judge  whether  thefe  Injide/j  merit  fo  great  a  Favour. 
Perhaps  their  Cafe  may  be  like  that  of  Nadaft, 
Governor  of  BuJa,  when  So/yman  the  Magnificent  be- 
fieg'd  that  City.  For  Nadaji  was  a  Man  of  invincible 
Courage  and  Fidelity,  but  was  betrayed  by  the  Soldi- 
ers, who  bound  him  in  Chains,  and  deliver'd  up  the 
City  and  Caftle  to  the  viflorious  Sultan.  That  brave 
Hero  underftanding  their  Treachery,  and  the  Refolu* 
tion  of  N a  daft,  fet  him  at  Liberty,  and  prefented  him 
with  noble  Gifts ;  but  commanded  the  perfidious  Gar- 
rifon  to  be  cut  in  Pieces ;  a  due  Reward  of  their  Trea- 
fon.  For  tho'  Princes  often  make  ufe  of  Tray  tors  to 
ferve  their  own  Defigns  ;  yet  when  the  Work  is  done, 
they  commonly  purfue  the  hated  Inftrumeats,  with 
the  Effects  of  a  juft  Contempt  and  Indignation. 

Plutarch  the  Greek  Hiflorian,  abounds  with  In- 
fiances  of  this  Nature,  fo  does  Hendian  and  other 
Roman  Authors.  But  no  Example  of  Punifliment  in 
this  Kind  feems  fo  proportionate,  regular,  and  in- 
genious, as  that  which  Bramtt  King  of  the  Gauls 
caufed  to  be  inflicted  on  a  Virgin  of  Ephefus,  who, 
when  he  befieged  that  City,  promifed  to  deliver  it  in- 
to his  Hands,  on  Condition  that  his  Soldiers  would 
beftow  on  her  all  the  Ornaments  of  Gold,  which  they 
had  plundered  in  the  Wars  of  djia,  and  wore  about 
them  as  Trophies  :  For  when  (he  had  performed  her 
Contract,  the  wife  General  to  do  his  Part,  caufed 
this  Virgin  to  fit  down  on  the  Ground ;  and  then  eve- 
ry Soldier  in  his  Army  cafting  his  Plate  into  her  Lap, 
(he  was  opprefTed  with  the  infupportable  Weight,  and 
buried  alive  in  a  Heap  of  Gold. 

I  do  not  mention  this,  as  if  the  like  were  due  to 
the  Venetian  Captains.  I  refer  the  Judgment  of  fuch 
Things  to  my  Superiors,  Minifters  of  the  Blef&d 
Sanctuary  of  Mankind. 
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'Tis  poflible  the  Vizirs  of  the  Bench  thought  me  dead 
or  turn'd  Rtncgado,  becaufe  they  have  not  received 
any  News  from  me  thefe  live  Moons.  But  1  tell  thee, 
neither  Men  nor  Devils  can  corrupt  the  Faith  of  Mah- 
mut.  But  by  the  God  of  my  Vows,  there  is  not. a 
more  trufty  Man  in  the  Univerfe. 

All  the  Reafon  of  my  Silence,  was  the  Height  of 
the  Waters,  which  feem'd  to  threaten  the  Earth  with 
a  Second  Deluge.  Germany  was  a  Sea,  and  Flanders 
a  Lake  for  above  three  Moons  together  ;  fo  that  'twas 
impoffible  for  the  Poft  to  travel,  i  here  were  feen  alib 
ftrange  Spedlres  of  Fire  in  the  Air ;  an''  the  People 
of  Brabant  were  alarm'd  wi'h  uncouth  Noifes  in  the 
Element. 

Perhaps,  illuftrious  Kaimncbam,  thefe  are  the  laft 
Preparation  to  the  grand  Cholick  of  Nature ;  when 
Wind,  Water  and  Fire  mall  ftrive  to  turn  this  World 
into  its  old  Chaos. 

Paris,  jd  of  the  6th  Maan, 
of  the  Tear  1658. 


LETTER     VI. 

!7"0Solyman,  jfojCoufin  at  Constantinople. 

MORE  Melancholy  ftili  !  Wilt  thon  have  no 
L'ompaffion  on  thy  exil  d  Unc/e,  but  harangue 
him  to  Death  with  thy  Religious.  Jargon  ?  Believe 
me,  thy  Letters  of  this  Kind  are  as  irkiome  to  me 
as  the  continual  Din  and  Babling  of'  Boys  is  to  a 
poor  weary  Pedagogue.  \  i  •  id  not  thee  to  write 
to  me,  and  that  as  often  as  tiioi  wilt :  '1  is  a  Comfort 
in  my  Banifhment,  10  hear  iron;  tliofe  of  my  -'-iood. 
Eut  let  me  beg  of  thee  to  alter  both  thy  i  acme 
and  Style.  Leave  Spiritual  Things  to  the  Mollahs 
and  Imc.ums ;  and  let  thy  Thoughts  be  taken  up  in 

Things 
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Things  belonging  to  thy  Trade.  In  that  be  as  inqui- 
fitive  as  thou  can'iL  Bend  thy  Mind  wholly  to  make 
new  Difcoveries  and  Improvements  in  that,  and  it 
will  turn  to  thy  Advantage.  At  thy  Honrs  of  Lie- 
fure,  I  counfel  thee  to  read  Hijloties,  and  fometimes 
go  into  Company  :  There  is  much  to  be  gain'd  by 
converging  with  Men  of  Senfe.  Such  will  ferve  as 
Mirrours,  wherein  thou  may 'ft  behold  Humanity  in- 
ks proper  Figure,  and  the  Deformity  of  that  Vizard, 
with  which  Error  and  Suqerftition  difguife  our  Na- 
ture. They  well  corredl  thy  Miftakes  without  put- 
ting thee  to  a  Blufh.  Wit  and  Reafon  fhall  flow  from 
their  Tongues,  as  foft  Harmonies  breathe  from  the 
Pipes  of  .rn  Organ,  which  clear  the  Spirits,  and  fe- 
rene  the  Heart  that  was  clouded  with  Sadnefs 

The  Imperial  City  is  full  of  fuch,  both  Natives 
and  Strangers.  Call  them  oat  from  the  mix'd  Mul- 
titude, and  make  them  thy  Companions,  without  re- 
garding the  Difference  of  Religion,  whether  they  be 
MuJJitlmans,  Franks,  Armenians,  Jews,  or  ethers. 
Above  all  Things  fhun  the  Society  of  Bigots  ;  and 
number  not  thyfelf  among  thofe  who  are  opiniated, 
becaufe  they  profefs  the  True  Faith :  For  what  fig- 
rtifies  that,  if  their  Lives  be  vicious  ?  I  tell  thee, 
they  are  worfe  than  the  Infidels.  Give  no  Heed 
to  Fortune-Tellers,  and  fuch  as  pretend  to  AJlrology  ; 
for  whilft  they  boaft  of  knowing  other  Mens  Fates, 
they  are  ignorant  of  their  own.  And  if  there  be  any 
Truth  in  that  Science,  one  may  fay,  their  Ignorance 
in  it  affronts  the  Stars,  and  often  provokes  them  to 
haften  their  own  Ruin.  AfTure  thyfelf,  they  only 
amufethe  World  with  portentous  Stones,  to  get  Fame 
and  Money. 

Afiociate  thyfelf  with  none  but  prudent  and  and  mo- 
derate Men,  whofe  Morals  are  not  leaven'd  with  a 
too  furious  Zeal ;  who  look  not  fupercilioufly  and 
with  Difdain  on  a  Frank,  as  he  walks  along  the 
Streets,  much  lefs  offer  him  an  Indignity,  when  he 

goes 
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goes  about  his  honeft  Bufinefs,  under  the  Protection 
of  the  Grand  Seignior.  It  becomes  none  but  'Janiza* 
ries  and  Rvffans  to  be  guity  of  thefe  Incivilities  to 
Strangers.  The  Laiu  ef  Nations,  and  the  particular 
Commands  of  our  Holy  Prophet,  oblige  us  to  treat 
fuch  with  all  Humanity  and  Tendernefs.  Befides, 
'tis  reflecting  on  the  Jufiice  and  Hofpitality  of  the 
Magnificent  Porte,  which  is  the  Refuge  and  Satifiuary 
of  all  the  Earih,  that  a  Stranger  cannot  walk  the 
Streets  in  Peace.  Defpife  no  Man  on  the  Score  of  his 
Religion ;  for  there  are  no  !'  aftions  in  Paradife :  But 
confider,  that  whilft  Thoufands  of  MuJJulmant  fhall 
go  to  Hell  for  their  wicked  Lives,  fo  an  equal  Num- 
ber of  thofe  we  call  Infidel?,  may  be  received  into  the 
Manfons  of  the  Blcffed  for  their  Virtue. 

Thou  feemeft  to  be  much  concerned  for  thy  Soul  : 
thy  Letter  abounds  with  overmuch  Care  in  this  Point. 
In  being  too  Solicitous,  it  is  evident  thy  Faith  is 
fma'l.  Every  Line  is  tindlur'd  with  fad  Expremons 
about  the  Perils,  Snares,  Ambufhes,  Hooks,  Gins, 
and  I  know  not  what  other  Devices  the  De<vil  has  to 
ruin  thy  }oor  Soul,  as  thou  call'ft  it.  Cwjln,  Doft 
thou  know  what  the  Sou  lit,  about  which  thou  keep'ft 
fuch  a  Pudder  ?  If  thou  doft,  'tis  more  than  I  do  ; 
and  yet  I  have  been  fearching  and  prying  into  it  above 
there  thirty  Years :  I  mean,  from  the  Time  that  I  firft 
began  to  think  and  ccxjider  of  Things :  But  am  as  far 
to  feek  as  ever  I  was.  Neither  could  all  the  wife  M.n 
of  Old,  the  Pkilofopbers  and  Sages,  for  aught  I  per- 
ceive, agree  in  their  Verdift  about  this  myjlerious 
Thing  which  we  call  the  Soul. 

One  will  have  it  to  be.  Only  the  fincft  Part  of  Mat- 
ter in  the  Bodj  ;  another  fays,  'J/j  the  Air  which  the 
Lungs  fuck  in,  c.nd  diffufe  through  all  our  Members.  A 
third  ,vort  affirm  it  to  be,  A  Mixture  of  Air  and  fire. 
A  Fourth,  of  Eutth  and  Water.  A  Fifth  calls  it,  A 
Completion  made  up  of  the  four  Ehments,  a  Kind  of 
Quint ejjfence.  and  1  know  not  what.  The  Egyptian 

call'd 
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call'd  it,  A  certain  Moving  Number  :  And  the  Chal- 
deans, A  Power  without  Form  itfelf  ;  yet  imbibing  all 
Forms.  Ariftotle  call'd  it,  The  Perfection  of  a  natural 
Body-  All  thefe  agreed,  That  it  was  Corporeal,  and 
as  it  were  extracted  from  Matter  The  beft  Defini- 
tion among  them  is  not  worth  an  Afper. 

But  there  were  Men  of  fublimc  Speculations,  who 
affirm  the  Soul  to  be,  A  Divine  Sub/lance,  independent 
of  the  Body.  Of  this  Opinion  were  7,o>-oafler,  Hermes 
clrifmegijlus,  Orpheus,  Pythagoras,  Plutarch,  Porphyry , 
and  Plato.  The  laft  defined  the  Soul  to  be  a  felf- 
movlng  Ejftnce,  endued  *with\JnderJlanding.  But  when 
they  have  faid  all,  I  prefer  the  Modefty  of  Cicero, 
Seneca,  and  others  whoacknowledg'd  they  werealto- 
gethere  ignorant  what  the  Soul  is. 

There  was  no  lefs  Difagreement  among  the  Phi- 
lofophers,  about  the  Seat  of  the  Soul.  Hippocrates  and 
Hierophilus  plac'd  it  in  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain. 
Democritus  affign'd  it  the  IVlole  Body.  Strabo  was 
of  Opinion,  it  refides  between  the  Brows  ;  Epicurus 
jn  the  Breaji.  7  he  Stoicks  lodg'd  it  in  the  Heart, 
and  Etr.pcdocles  in  the  Blood.  Which  lad  feems  to  be 
the  moft  current  Opinion  of  the  Eujl  to  this  Day  : 
In  Regard  both  Mofes  the  Lofw-gfaer  of  the  Jfwf, 
and  Mahomet  our  Holy  Prophft,  after  ted  the  fame, 
and  for  that  Reaibn  forbid  Fldh  to  eaten  with  the 
Blood. 

But  be  it  what  it  will,  either  Corporeal  in  Incor- 
poreal, a  Subftance  or  an  Accident ;  whether  it  dwell 
in  the  Head  or  in  the  Feet,  within  or  without  the 
Body,  there  is  no  Certainty  in  thefe  Things,  neither 
can  we  be  afTured,  what  will  become  of  it  after 
Death.  Therefore,  'tis  in  vain  to  difquiet  thyfelf 
in  Search  of  a  Myftery  that  is  hid  from  Mortals : 
And  equally  foolifh  it  will  be,  to  frighten  thyfelf 
with  an  Imagination  of  Hooks,  Gins,  and  fuch  like 
Chimasra's,  which  thou  fuppofeft  the  Devil  is  bufy 
with  to  entrap  thy  Soul.  'Tis  a  Wonder  thou  art 

not 
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not  afraid  to  fleep,  left  ;-.e  fV'ild  oatc'i  thee  napping, 
and  fteal  thy  Soul  from  thee.  I  would  fai^  know, 
what  Sort  of  Tools  he  mull;  afe-  to  ta!  e  hold  of  a 
Subftance  more  thin  and  imperreptib'ethana  Shadow, 
or  how  he  will  be  able  to  feize  r.nd  run  away  with  a 
Being,  active  and  free  as  Thought. 

Coujin,  ferve  GOD  afrer  the  Manner  of  thy  Fore- 
fathers ;.  love  thy  Friend. ,  pardon  i.hy  Enemies,  be 
juft  to  all  Men,  and  do  no  Injury  tc  any  Beaft.  If 
thou  obferveit  this  Rule,  thou  may 'ft  defy  the  Devil, 
for  thy  Soul  is  in  fafe  Cuftody.  COD  is  nearer  to 
thee  than  thou  art  to  thyfe'f  He  is  in  the  Centre  of 
every  Thing,  and  is  himfelf  the  Centre  of  all  Things: 
Jn  a  Word,  He  is  All  in  All 

Paris,  jd  e/  tl^  6th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1658. 


LETTER    VII. 
fo  Afis,  Bafla. 

NO  W  the  Scenes  are  changed  in  Europe,  Ene- 
mies are  become  Friends,  and  thofe  who  pro- 
fefled  a  mutual  Friandmip  are  at  open  Defiance.  Con- 
itancy  is  a  Vice  in  Politicks ;  and  a  dextrous  Way  of 
fluffing  from  one  Engagement  to  another,  for  Intereft 
is  efteem'd  the  only  State -Virtue. 

I  have  already  intimated  to  the  Divan,  the  War 
which  broke  out  lait  Year  between  the  Swedes  and 
Danes.  The  latter  began  it  by  a  folemn  Proclamation, 
fending  a  Herald  at  Arms  to  the  Snued:Jh  Court, 
and  dnpatching  Ambaffatton  to  all  his  Allies  in  Cbri- 
Jlendom,  to  give  them  an  Account  of  all  his  Proceed- 
ings. Now  I  (hall  entertain  thee  with  a  fliort  Idea 

of 
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of  this  War,  which  them  wilt  comprehend,  That  the 
Daves  are  either  much  degenerated  from  the  Valour  of 
their  Anceftors,  who  formerly  made  the  moft  terrible 
Figure  of  all  the  Nations  in  the  North  :  Or  elfe  they 
are  lefs  obliged  to  Fortune,  who  has  not  favour'd  them 
which  fo  many  Succeffes|and  Triumphs  of  late,  but  ra- 
ther expofed  them  to  the  Intuits  of  their  Enemies,  aad 
the  Conrempt  of  all  Men. 

When  the  King  of  Denmark  firft  proclaimed  his 
War,  he  had  a  fair  Advantage  of  the  Swedes,  who 
at  that  Time  were  forely  intangled  between  the  Po- 
landers,  Germans,  and  Mufcowtes,  and  had  more 
need  of  Helps  than  Hindrances.  Yet  King  Gujla- 
•vus  turning  Part  of  his  Forces  into  Holjltin,  Schong' 
lend  and  Juitland,  he  took  one  Part  after  another, 
till  he  had  over-run  thofe  Provinces  in  the  Space  of 
fix  Moons  :  And  reduced  the  Danes  to  a  Neceffity  of 
Compofition,  and  that  on  fuch  difhonourable  Terms, 
as  renders  them  the  Scorn  of  their  neighbouring  Na- 
tions. 

On  the  1 3th  of  the  3d  Moon,  the  Two  Kings  had 
.an  Interview  near  Copenhagen,  the  Capital  City  of 
Denmark :  For  fo  far  had  the  Fortune  of  the  Svue- 
d'Jh  Arms  carried  their  Vidlories.  They  eat  and  drank 
together  feveral  Times,  and  converfed  privately  fome 
Hours.  At  1  aft  a  firm  Peace  was  concluded  between 
them,  and  they  concerted  the  Meafures  of  a  perfeft 
Friend  (hip. 

But  before  this,  the  Dane  had  been  forced  to 
yield  up  Scboneland,  with  Elfimberg,  which  com- 
manded half  the  Bahick  Sea.  He  lurrendered  alfo 
the  Provinces  of  B  la  kin  and  Holland,  with  a  very 
ftrong  Caille  ;  the  I/land  of  Burthilmt,  Ten  Ships  of 
War,  and  obliged  himielf  to  pay  a  Million  of 
Dollars,  and  to  maintain  Four  Thoufand  Horfe  and 
Foot  in  the  King  of  Swede  land's  Service,  and  give 
free  Quarter  to  all  the  Sviidifa  Forces  till  the  5th 

Moon 
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Moon.  Thefe  are  fuch  diftionouruble  Articles,  than 
the  King  of  D/nmnrk  has  quite  loll  himfelf  in  the 
Efteem  of  all  his  Allies.  Theycallhim  a  poor-fpirited 
Prince,  not  worthy  of  Support  or  Afiiftance. 

In  a  Word,  Serene  Ba/a,  it  is  like  to  fare  with 
him  as  with  other  unfortunate  Men,  who  when  they 
are  once  falling,  every  Body  will  help  to  throw  them 
down.  Therefore  conferve  thy  Honour,  as  the  only 
Bulwark  of  thy  Intereft  and  Life. 

Par's,  3d  of  the  6th  Mccn, 
of  the  Tear  1657. 


LETTER    VIII. 

To  the  Mufti. 

the  Faith  of  a  True  Believer,  I  fwear  the 
Chrifliam  are  Enemies  to  themfelves,  if  they 
>t  embrace  the  Projecl  of  a  certain  Jrfiiit.  They 
are  n©  Friends  to  their  Meffias,  if  they  rejeft  fo  regu- 
lar an  Idea,  fo  reformed  a  Model  of  the  Nazareae 
Empire,  as  this  Sage  has  lately  propofed  to  the  Pope 
and  the  Cardinals, 

He  lays  his  Foundation  very  deep,  and  draws  his 
Examples  from  the  Practice  of  Peter,  the  Prince  of 
the  firft  Twelve  Cbrijlian  Caliphs,  whom  the  Frankt 
call  the  Apoftles  of  JESUS,  the  Son  of  Mary  For, 
according  co  their  '1  raditions,  the  Mejfias  before  he 
afcended  to  Heaven,  left  an  exaft  Pattern  of  the  Em- 
pire he  defign'd  to  eftabiifh  on  Earth.  He  divided 
this  Empire  into  twelve  diftindl  Provinces,  according 
to  the  Number  of  his  Apoftles  and  Vicars,  affigning 
to  each  that  Quarter  of  the  World  where  he  was  to 
prefide,  as  Mofes  had  formerly  cantoniz'd  the  holy 
Region  of  Paieftiia  among  the  Twelve  Tribes,  that 
defcended  from  Jacob. 

But 
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But  the  happy  Son  of  Mary  being  a  far  greater 
Prophet  than  Mofcs,  or  any  that  had  gone  before 
him  ;  they  fay,  he  would  not  be  contented  with  dimi- 
nutiveTerrztories,  or  Z)ff«2/Vz/0»jdifpropor donate  to  his 
ineffable  Defcent  and  Original.  Therefore  he  refolv'd 
on  the  Conqueft  of  the  whole  Earth  ;  commanding 
his  Vicegerents  to  difperfe  them  through  all  Nations, 
according  to  a  certain  Method,  and  proclaim  his 
Laws  to  every  Creature  on  the  Globe. 

Venerable  Prefident  of  the  Faithful,  I  relate  thefe 
Things,  as  I  receive  them  from  the  Mouths  and 
Pens  of  learned  ChriJIians,  who  may  be  prefumed 
to  know  their  own  Hiftory.  Thou  will  perhaps 
expect  to  hear  of  Armies  immediately  rais'd ;  of 
Camps,  Battles  and  Sieges ;  of  Devaftations  by  Fire 
and  Sword  ;  Storming  of  Cities;  and  Famifhing of 
the  more  impregnable  FortrefTes  :  In  a  Word,  I 
believe  thou  lookeft  for  a  Relation  of  Campaigns 
and  Victories,  more  glorious  than  the  Atchieve- 
ir.ent  of  the  Roman  Cfefars,  more  fortunate  than 
the  Succeffes  of  Alexander  the  Great :  But,  I  tell 
thee,  all  the  Regifters  and  Archives  of  the  Primi- 
tive Chriftians,  cannot  furnifh  us  with  any  Memoirs 
of  this  Nature, 

Their  Gofpel  mentions  no  Warlike  Undertaking?, 
not  fo  much  as  the  drawing  of  the  Sword  by  the  Son 
of  Mary,  or  any  of  his  Followers,  unlefs  in  a  pri- 
,vate  Rencounter,  when  Ptter  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
Mejfias,  enfiam'd  with  a  Pafficn  to  fee  his  Matter  be- 
trayed by  Judas  his  Kabyab,  or  Tefterd,  and  rudely 
aflaulted  by  Malckus,  a  Slave  of  the  Jenvijb  Mufti, 
the  valiant  Apoitle  drew  his  Cymetar,  and  cut  off  the 
Fellow's  Ear. 

Believe  me,  O  myfterious  Dodior  of  the  Mufful- 
vians.  I  have  ptrukd  the  four  Hiftories  of  the  Life 
of  jfffas,  written  by  thofe  who  were  Eye-witnefTes 
of  his  Actions  :  And  I  find  indeed,  that  he  once 
faid  to  them  of  his  Retinue,  I  come  not  to  find  Peaie 
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on  Earth  but  a  Sword.  Yet,  by  the  Sequel  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  when  he  examined  what  Weapons  his  Fol- 
lowers had,  and  they  told  him,  but  two  Swords ;  he 
feem'd  to  be  well  fatisfied,  faying,  It  is  enough  ;  tho' 
a.  Moment  before,  he  bid  him  among  them  that  had 
no  Swa>d,  fell  his  Robe  and  buy  one. 

And  I  have  feen  a  Difpatch  fent  by  Paul,  one  of 
the  Primitive  Chrijlian  Caliphs,  to  the  Nazarenes  at 
Ephefus;  wherein  he  councils  them  to  put  on  com- 
pleat  Armour,  as  Helmet,  Breaft  plate,  Shield,  B''f- 
kin,  Sword,  and  the  reft. 

Befides  thefe  Paflages,  or  fuch  like,  there  is  no 
military  Difcourfe  throughout  the  Book  of  the  Gof- 
fe/;  much  lefs  any  Relation  of  Battles,  Sieges,  or 
.any  Martial  Exploits.  And  the  Chrijiian  Mullahs, 
or  Doffors,  interpret  that  Letter  of  Paufs  in  a  myfii- 
calSenfe. 

Wilt  thou  know  then,  how  the  Mefias  and  his 
Apoftles  fubdued  tke  World  :  I'll  tell  thee,  it  was  by 
exemplary  V7irtue  and  good  Works,  by  Miracles, 
and  evident  Demoaftrations  of  a  Supernatural  Power 
affiftirg  them.  For,  they  fpake  all  Languages,  yet 
were  moft  of  them  illiterate  Petfons  j  they  cur'd  the 
Deaf,  the  Blind,  the  Lame,  and  the  Paralytick, 
without  the  Methods  of  Surgery  or  Phyjlck.  They 
caft  out  Devi/f ;  rais'd  the  Dead.  And  finally,  per- 
form'd  fuch  and  fo  many  ftupendous  Aflions,  that  the 
World  became  captivated  to  their  DoQrines  and  Laws, 
and  willingly  fubmitted  to  a  Yoke,  which  feem'd  to 
come  from  Heaven.  With  divine  Eloquence,  and 
the  Dint  of  irrefiftable  Reafon,  Peter  the  Prince  of 
the  Chrifiiin  Caliphs,  fubdued  the  Minds  of  his 
.aftonifh'd  Auditory  one  Day  in  Jerufalem  ;  fo  that 
before  the  Sun  went  down,  he  gain'd  Five  Thoa- 
fand  Profelytes.  The  Fame  of  thefe  Things  was 
ibon  fpcad  through  the  adjacent  Countries,  and 
divers  remote  Provinces;  and  the  Number  of  the 
Convents  was  proportionally  increafed.  In  a  Word, 

all 
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all  that  embraced  the  Faith  of  Jcfus,  furrender'd  both 
themfelves  and  their  Eflates  to  be  intirely  difpofed  of 
at  the  Pleafure  of  the  dpojllts.  So  great  and  unre- 
ferv'd  an  Attach  had  they  for  the  Vicars  of  their 
GOD. 

Now  the  forenam'd  Jifuit confidering  thefe Thing-, 
and  comparing  the  State  of  thofe  devout  rimes,  with 
the  Libertiniim,  Divifions,  Wars,  and  general  Con- 
tempt of  the  Priefthood  among  the  Chrijlians  of  fuc- 
ceeding  Times,  and  efpecially  in  this  prefent  Age  ; 
attributes  the  Source  of  all  thefe  Evils  to  the  ill  Con- 
duel  of  the  dpoftlcs  themfelves,  and  their  Succeflbrs 
in  the  Primitive  Time,  \vho  did  not  fufficiently  im- 
prove the  Advantages  they  were  po/ietfed  of,  when 
the  pious  Multitude  would  willingly  have  made  them  ' 
Lords  of  all  Things.  For,  fays  he,  by  the  fame 
Method  and  Reafous  might  they  have  clairn'd  the 
Dominion  o'er  the  EJ'ates  of  Kings  and  Emperors 
themfelves,  as  o'er  the  Good 3  and  Lands  of  the  mean  - 
eftProfelytes :  Since  they  were  all  equally  Sons  of  the 
Chnrch,  and  Subjects  to  the  Difcipline  and  Laws  ot" 
Jtfu. 

This  Ecclefiaftick  Politician  therefore  mightily 
blames  Pope  Sylwjler,  who  fate  in  the  Chair  of  Peter ; 
when  Conftantine  the  Great  became  a  Cbrijtian,  being 
the  Firlt  of  the  Roman  Emperor,  who  embraced 
that  Faith.  He  accufes  him,  I  fay,  of  Weakneis 
and  a  mean  Spirit,  for  accepting  of  that  Donation* 
which  to  this  Day  is  call'd  the  Patrimony  of  the  Cburcfj, 
and  comprehends  all  the  Temporal  Eftates  the  Roman 
Pontiffs  can  boail  if.  Whereas,  he  ought  to  have 
claim'd  an  entire  Relignation  of  the  whole  Roman 
Empire  into  his  Hands,  as  fupreme  Vicar  of  GOD 
on  Earth.  This  would  have  been  a  Pattern,  fays  he, 
to  all  the  Kings  and  Princes  of  the  Earth,  who  thought 
fit  to  turn  Chrijlians.  And  fo  the  Dominions  of  the 
World  had  all  fallen  to  the  Share  of  the  Priefts. 

M  Neither 
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Neither  could  it  appear  difficult  in  his  Opinion,  to 
have  reduced  the  greatefl  Monarchs  to  fuch  a  Forget- 
fulnefs  and  Contempt  of  their  Royal  Birth,  and  all  the 
potent  Charms  of  a  Crown  :  Since  the  fame  Rheto- 
rick  which  perfu^ded  them  to  be  Followers  of  tUe 
Mtjfias,  would  havealfo  convinced  'em  of  the  Vanity 
of  all  the  earthly  Enjoyments  ;  and  of  the  Obligation 
they  had  to  be  mortify 'd,  and  to  purfue  their  Claims 
to  Diadems  of  a  more  exalted  Degree,  the  ineffable 
Rrgalia  of  Paradife. 

But  fince  Things  are  thus  in  their  prefent  State, 
and  the  Chrijlian  Princes  retain  their  Sovereignty  t 
without  any  other  Dependance  on  the  Pope,  faving 
in  Matters  purely  religious  ;  this  Jifuit  propofts,  that 
the  Reman  Pont.jf's  would  either  firft  reform  their 
own  Lives  and  Court  to  the  Height  of  that  Primitive 
and  Apoftolical  Purity,  which  Hunts  ib  eminently 
in  the  earlieft  Governours  of  the  Church ;  and  by 
that  Means  periuade  all  the  Monarchs  in  Chriften- 
dorn  to  become  their  Subjefts  :  Or  ell'e  compel  them 
by  Force  to  take  the  Order  si  Pritflhocd,  and  fo  turn 
their  Crowns  into  Mitres,  their  Kingdoms  into  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Commonwealths,  where  ail  tfie  Publick 
Offices  of  State,  Seats  of  Judicature,  and  in  fine,  the 
whole  Syftem  of  the  Civil  and  Political  Adminiflrati- 
on  mould  be  managed  tty  the  Prieits  in  a  fubordinate 
Dependence  one  of  another,  according  as  their  feveral 
Characters  required.  By  which  means  ail  Chriften- 
dom  would  be  foon  united  into  one  Ecclefiallick  Em- 
pire, whereof  the  Pope  fhould  be  the  fupreme  Head  in 
Temporals  as  well  as  Spirituals. 

What  I  have  related,  is  not  only  this  Man's  pri- 
vate Project,  but  the  univtrfal  Aim  of  his  nvbole  Or- 
der :  And  Thouiands  of  other  Priejis  and  Derwifis  are 
caballing  in  all  Court  and  Countries  of  Europe  to 
bring  it  to  pafs. 

Ventrable  Efad,  if  GOD  fhould  fufFer  their  Contri- 
vince  to  take  Effect,  ic  is  to  fear'd  our  Wars 

with 
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with  Chriftians  would  be  as  expenfive  and  trou- 
blefome,  if  not  more  fatal  to  the  Mit/ulma*  Interefts 
than  when  thefe  Infid,lt  formerly,  laying  afuie  their 
private  Feuds,  banded  together  to  conquer  the  tioiy 
Land. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  yth  Moon, 
of  the' Tear  1658. 


LETTER    IX. 

To  Abdel  Mclec  Muli  Omar,  Prefidcnt 
of  the  College  of  Sciences  at  Fez. 

IReceiv'd  the  Pacquet  of  venerable  Import,  contain- 
ing facred  Counfels,  and  acceptable  Intelligence, 
replenilh'd  with  noble  Memoirs,  and  illuftrious  Re- 
marks, fage  Precepts,  and  refin'd  Improvements  in 
Philofophy,  and  the  myfterious  Sciences  of  Nature. 

With  Abundance  or  Affeftion  and  Joy  I  read  the 
Character  of  Mufu  Abu  I  Tahyan,  and  the  Encomium 
of  his  Wifdom  and  Virtues.  May  a  Conftellation  of 
fuch  Lights  always  adorn  that  renowned  College,  and 
from  thence  difperfe  their  learned  Influence  and  Rays, 
not  only  through  Africa,  but  over  all  the  Earth;  that 
Fex  may  be  number'd  among  the  Cities  whofe  Fame 
is  fweet ;  that  it  may  be  rank'd  with  Jerufalem  the 
Holy  ;  Mafre  the  Ancient  ;  Medina  Talnabi  the 
Chalte,  and  the  falutiferous  Babylon,  acquiring  a  pe- 
culiar Title  of  Honour,  an  Attribute  worthy  of  Re- 
fpecl,  when  Men  mall  every  where  call  it  Fez,  the 
Mother  of  Sciences. 

My  Soul  has  been  very  inquifitive  and  reftlefs  for 
many  Years,  and  I  think  this  is  owing  to  my  Capti- 
vity in  Palermo :  For  before  that,  whilil  I  lived  at 
M  2  Eafe 


544     LETTERS  Writ  by       Vol.V. 

Eafe  in  the  Seraglio,  balking  under  the  warmer  Influ- 
ence of  Royal  Maje/ly,  the  Sacred  Prefence  of  the 
Grand  Seignior,  who  like  the  Sun  gives  Motion,  Heat, 
and  Life  to  all  Things  ;  I  ne'er  regard  Books,  or 
ence  apply1d  my  Mind  to  ftudy  any  Thing,  but  how 
to  acquit  myfelf  in  my  Station,  and  itrengthen  my 
Jntereftat  the  Court;  Efteeming  all  other  Learning 
as  barbarous,  which  conduced  not  to  this  End. 

Foreign  Hiftoriesand  Languages  were  equally  con- 
temptible to  me :  I  though  it  beneath  a  Mujfulman 
Courtier,  to  give  his  Tongue  and  Mind  the  Fatigue 
of  any  other  Dialefi,  fave  the  Pe rjian,  Arabick,  and 
Turkifi :  Or  to  load  his  Memory  with  the  Records  of 
of  other  Nations,  defigning  to  be  the  Slaves  of  True 
Believers. 

As  to  the  fpeculative  Science),  I  was  naturally  de- 
firous  enough  of  Knowledge.  But  I  either  had  not 
Liefure,  er  wanted  Books  and  other  Advantages  of 
Study.  So  that  all  the  Knowledge  I  could  then  boaft 
of,  confifted  only  in  fome  loofe  Notions  of  Logick 
and  Metaphyfecks  which  I  had  got  by  reading  an  old 
Arabian  Manufcript.  And  I  thought  myfelf  Hifto- 
rian  enough,  after  I  had  perufed  the  Annals  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire,  and  now  and  then  caft  an  Eye  on 
the  Turkijb  Tranflation  of  Herodotus  and  Plutarch. 

'Tis  true  indeed,  by  converging  frequently  with- 
the  Greets,  I  foon  learn'd  their  Vulgar  Dialetf  :  But 
this  is  far  from  the  polite  Language  of  the  ancient 
Grecians :  And  a  Page  of  the  Trealury  taught  me  the 
Rudiments  of  Sclavonian;  which  afterwards  I  learn'd 
more  perfectly,  hoping  it  would  be  of  fome  Service 
to  me  one  Time  or  other. 

All  thefe  were  very  fuperficial  Accomplifhments  ; 
yet  I  thought  myfelf  happy  enough  without  fearch- 
ing  any  farther.  The  Pleafi-res  and  Gaieties  of  a 
Courtly  Life,  took  from  me  the  Edge  and  Guft,  with 
which  I  have  fmce  purfued  more  folid  Studies,  and 
look'u  into  the  Wikioni  of  the  Ancients, 

But 
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But  when  once  Misfortune  had  chang'd  the  Scene 
of  my  Life,  and  inftead  of  the  honourable  Poll  I  had 
in  the  Grand  Seignior's  Service,  Fate  had  render 'd  me 
a  miferable  abjedl  Slave  in  Sicily,  I  began  to  grow 
very  thoughtful  and  penfive.  The  continual  Drudgery 
and  Labour  I  underwent,  foon  mortified  my  for- 
mer Paflions,  and  wean'd  me  from  all  Hopes  of 
worldly  Honour  :  And  the  cruel  Stripes  I  daily  re- 
ceived from  that  barbarous  Infidel,  my  Mailer,  fo 
broke  my  Spirits,  that  Servitude  became  familiar  to 
me ;  and  difpairing  to  be  happy  in  this  World,  I  was 
only  ambitious  to  be  wife. 

I  grew  very  contemplative  :  And  having  acquaint- 
ed myfelf  with  an  honeft  Carpenter  in  the  Town 
where  we  liv'd,  who  had  a  great  many  Books  in 
his  Cuftody,  he  lent  me  feveral  choife  Treatifes ; 
and  I  borrow'd  all  the  Hours  I  could  from  Sleep,  to 
perufe  them  with  Attention  End  Profit.  That  Car- 
penter pitied  my  Condition,  and  did  me  many 
good  Offices  of  Friendfhip,  without  other  Hopes  of 
Reward,  fave  what  he  expected  from  GOD.  By 
his  Means,  I  contracted  a  Familiarity  with  two  or 
three  learned  Men,  who  fpared  no  Pains  to  in- 
draft me  in  the  Roman  and  ancient  Greek  Langau- 
ges,  as  alfo  in  the  Principles  of  Philofpby.  My  Ma- 
fter  often  beat  me  for  this,  attributing  the  Neglect  of 
his  Bufmefs  to  my  BookiQmefs  (as  hi  call'd  it)  and 
keeping  the  Priefts  Company.  But  all  his  Severity 
could  not  abate  my  ardent  Thirft  after  Knowledge, 
I  foil  continued  ftudying  at  certain  Seafons,  'till 
the  happy  Hour  of  my  Redemption  ;  and  then  I 
frequented  the  Academies.  Ever  fince  which  Time, 
I  have  neglected  no  Opportunities  of  improving  my 
Reafori ;  yet  find  myfelf  at  this  Day  much  in  the 
Dark.  There  appears  no  certainty  in  any  Science 
but  the  Matbematicks :  All  the  reft  are  entangled 
with  a  Thoufand  Controverfies  and  Riddles  ;  which 
has  made  me  turn  Sccptick  in  inoft  Things.  Only  I 
M  3  retain 
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retain  an  inviolable  Faith  for  the  dlcoran,  and  the 
Book  of  prophetick  Doftrines  and  Traditions.  Next 
to  thefe,  I  pay  a  profound  Refpeft  to  the  Writings  of 
Propbyry  the  Philofopher,  who  feems  to  approach 
nearelt  to  Reafon  of  all  the  ancient  Sages.  His  true 
Name  was  the  fame  as  thine  \MeUcH\  which  thou 
knoweft  in  the  Syriac  fignifies  [King  ]  Whence  his 
Tutor  Longinus  taking  Occafion  from  the  ufual  Colour 
of  Royal  Robes,  call'd  him  Porphyrius,  which  in  the 
Greek  figcifies,  one  clad  in  Purple,  He  was  born  at 
Tyre,  the  Metropolis  of  the  ancient  Pkcenidam.  His 
Pedigree  was  noble,  and  his  Education  generous.  Na- 
ture had  alfo  form'd  him  for  a  Sage,  and  Fortune  fa- 
vour'd  him  with  Advantages  enough.  For  befides  his 
firft  Tutor,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned  (who  was 
the  greateft  Grammarian  and  Orator  of  his  Time  ;) 
PorpbyryweMtoRome,  where  hegain'dtheFriendfhip 
of  Plotinus :  And  that  Philofopher  accomplifti'd  him 
in  the  Perfection  of  all  Sciences :  So  that  he  had  Power 
over  the  Damons,  andexpell'd  the  Genius  Atan  which 
infefted  certain  Baths  in  Rome.  In  a  Word,  his  Doc- 
trines appear'd  divine,  and  his  Adlions  more  than  hu- 
man. Yet  he  himfelf  before  his  Death,  publifh'd  a 
Reverfe  of  his  former  Writings  :  Which  is  a  fufficient 
Argument,  that  there  is  no  Stability  in  the  Thoughts 
of  Mortals. 

Therefore,  Since  the  Wifeft  of  Men  contradict 
themfelves,  and  turn  Scepticks,  tell  me,  O  Oracle  of 
the  Age,  why  may  not  1  ? 

Paris,  zoth  -of  the  8th  Moon, 
«f the Tear  1658. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    X. 

To  Murat,  Bafla. 

THERE  has  been  fomething  lately  tranfafted 
between  the  French  and  the  Englijh,  which 
feems  a  Myftery.  No  Body  here  understands  the 
Meaning  of  it,  but  the  Privado's  of  the  Cabinet. 
Yet  every  one  gue.Tes  'tis  a  Fetch  of  Mazarini'z  Wit.' 
That  Minifter  has  more  Meanders  in  his  Brains,  than 
an  old  '1'urkijb  Gamefter  at  Chefs ;  who  forefees  no 
lefs  than  nine  unavoidable  Confequences  before  he 
makes  one  bold  Mo  ion  :  And  to  be  fure,  the  laft 
(hall  be  to  his  own  Advantage.  In  a  Word  Dunkirk, 
the  ftrongett  and  moft  important  Sea-Town  of  all  the 
Wefl,  is  iurrender'd  by  the  Spaniards  to  the  French  ; 
and  by  thefe,  as  an  earneft  of  Friendfhip,  is  put  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Englijh. 

The  little  Politicians  of  the  City  are  amaz'd  at 
it ;  and  the  greateit  Macbi&velt  of  the  Court,  ei- 
ter  cannot,  or  will  not  inform  them  of  the  true  Se- 
cret. 

You  mall  fee  two  or  three  grave  Citizens  brood- 
ing Thoughts  together  over  a  Box  of  Polvita,  and 
fneezing  out  their  Sentiments  without  Reierve. 
Yet  after  all  their  wife  Confult,  they  part  as  great 
Fools  as  they  met,  and  only  fa'isfy  themfelves  with 
nodding  Wifdom  to  each  other,  at  their  laft  Conge  ; 
wherein  is  comprehended  the  whole  Syftem  of  the 
Politicks. 

It  was  generally  thought  to  be  fome  extraordi- 
nary Overture  this  Court  wo  ild  make  to  the  Englijh, 
when  a  little  before  the  Surrender  of  Dunkirk,  the 
Duke  of  Crequi,  Firjl  Gentleman  of  the  Bed-Chamber, 
and  Monjintr  M-mcitii,  the  Can//Ws  Nephew,  were 
fent  with  a  fplendid  Retinue  of  French  Nobles  to 
M  4  England^ 


248      LETTERS  Writ  by     Vol.  V. 

England.  Every  body  guefs'd  Come  furprizing  Afti- 
on  would  follow  ;  and  that  it  muft  needs  be  a  My- 
ftery  of  Grand  Importance,  which  could  not  be 
trulted  to  Perfons  of  lefs  Note  than  the  Two  chief 
Favourites  of  the  Cardinal  Minijlir.  And  now  'tis 
come  out,  they  know  not  what  to  make  on't.  Nei- 
ther can  I  poffibly  learn  as  yet,  the  true  Reafon  of 
putting  the  Englijh  in  Pofleffion  of  fuch  a  Town  as 
this,  which  commands  all  the  Northern  Sees,  and 
has  ceft  fo  much  Sweat  and  Blood  to  take  from 
the  Spaniard.  I  have  fet  Ofman  the  Dicarf  to 
work,  and  laid  Traps  to  get  the  Secret  from  ieve- 
ral  other  Courtiers.  But  I  might  as  well  have  at- 
tempted to  find  out  the  Body  of  Mofes,  which  cau- 
ied  a  Quarrel  between  Michael  and  the  Devil.  Time 
perhaps  will  difcover  the  Secret.  And  I  dare  at  pre- 
lent  conclude  that  the  Englijh  are  the  only  Nation  in 
Europe,  whofe  Friendlhip  the  French  think  worth 
courting. 

The  King  has  been  very  ill  of  a  Fever,  and  in  great 
Danger  of  his  Life :  But  is  now  recover'd  again, 
which  occafions  Abundance  of  real  Joys  among  his 
Friends  and  loyal  Subjects.  As  for  the  reft,  they 
know  how  to  counterfeit. 

I  had  almoft  forgotten  to  tell  thee,  that  the  Spani- 
ards endeavouring  to  relieve  Dunkirk,  were  encoun- 
ter'd  by  the  French  and  routed  ;  about  Two  Thou- 
fand  of  their  Men  being  kill'd,  and  as  many  taken 
Prifoners. 

Sage  Ba/a,  the  Succefles  of  this  Monarch  are  fo 
conftant,  that  they  have  given  Birth  to  a  Proverb : 
For  when  they  would  encourage  any  Man's  Hopes,  or 
make  a  ftrong  Afleveration,  they  ufually  fay,  Asfurt 
as  the  Great  Lewis  gets  a  Tenvn  or  Tivo  in  Flanders 
ibis  Campaign. 

Marefehal  Turenne  is  a  brave  General,  and  the 
French   Victories  are  in   a  great   Meafure  owing  to 
bis  Conduct.    He  is  very  expeditious  in  his  Under- 
takings. 


Vol.  V,     4  SPY  at  PARIS. 

akings.  There  were  but  a  few  Days  between  the 
Surrender  of  Dunkirk,  and  his  taking  of  Bergett, 
Fumes,  and  Dixmudt,  Three  ftrong  Fortrefles  in 
Flanden  :  And,  'tis  thought,  'twill  not  be  long  be- 
fore he  takes  others. 

The  French  King  is  in  a  fair  Way  to  the  Empire  of 
the  Weft.  But  this  will  not  be  for  the  Intereft  of  the 
Grand Seignior :  For  then  he  will  have  a  new  Enemy 
of  an  old  Friend,  and  one  more  potent  than  he  had 
before.  Yet  Deftiny  over- rules  all  Things. 

Paris,  1 3th  o/  tin  8th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1658. 

LETTER    XI. 

To  Mahamcd,  the  Eremite  ef  Mount 
Uriel  itf  Arabia. 

I  Have  often  troubled  thee  with  important  Addref- 
fes,  O  matchlefs  Mortal :  Permit  me  once  more 
to  unbofom  my  Thoughts,  as  to  my  Confejfir,  or  ra- 
ther as  to  an  Oracle. 

Surely,  this  Hour  the  Stars  of  my  Nativity  fuiFcr 
a  mighty  Change.  I  feem  to  rayfelf  like  one  newly 
awak'd  out  of  a  deep  Sleep,  or  from  the  Delufions  of 
a  long  Dream  :  For  fo  methinks  have  my  paft  Years 
gone  away  like  a  Night,  wherein  my  labouring  Spirit 
has  encounter 'd  with  nothing  but  Phantafms,  Vifions 
and  Darknefs. 

My  Infant  Days  I  efteem  the  moft  happy,  when 
my  Ignorance  of  Vice  had  greater  Influence  on  my 
Actions,  and  preferved  me  more  free  from  Blemifh, 
than  could  afterwards  all  my  acquired  Knowledge  of 
the  Precept  and  Maxims  of  Vertue.  For  no  fooner 
M  5  was 


250      LETTERS  Writ  by      VoLV. 

was  I  enjoying  the  Study  of  Morality,  and  taught  to 
diftinguim  between  Good  and  Evil ;  but  my  Curio- 
iity  prompted  me  to  examine  the  Nature  of  the  lat- 
ter more  clofely  than  the  bare  Speculation.  I  found 
myfelf  more  forcibly  carried  away  by  a  fecret  Plea- 
fore,  to  make  Experiment  of  what  was  forbidden, 
than  to  practice  what  was  commanded  :  So  prone  is 
Man  to  be  jealous  of  his  Tutors,  and  to  fufpeft  thofe 
Laws  as  Impofitions,  which  put  a  RcJIraint  on  his 
Native  Liberty. 

Befides  this,  there  are  certain  genial  Inclinations  in 
every  Mortal,  which  the  Ycungeji,  and  he  that  is 
in  his  Nonage,  thinks  he  has  as  much  Right  to  gra- 
tify as  the  wiftft  Senior.  Nor  can  any  Reafon  eafily 
perfuade  him  to  part  with  this  Privilege,  but  under 
the  Notion  of  being  highly  wrong'd ;  fmce  every 
Man  naturally  places  his  Intereft  and  Happinefs  in 
purfuing  the  Motion  of  his  own  Will. 

Tis  true,  I  never  was  prone  to  any  enormous  ri- 
ces, or  fuch  as  for  their  ingularity  would  make  the 
moft  hardened  Libertine  blufli,  did  he  practice  them  to 
the  Knowledge  of  Men. 

I  ever  had  an  unconquerable  Abhorrence  for 
thofe  fpecifick  A£ls  of  Lafcivioufnefs,  which  ought 
not  to  be  nam'd,  and  whofe  very  Idea  makes  the 
Thought  recoil:  Yet  am  naturally  amorous,  and 
cannot  but  pay  to  Beauty  the  Sentiments  and  Paffions 
which  are  due  from  Platonick  Love.  I  admire 
Symmetry  and  Elegance  wherever  I  difcern  them  ; 
and  can  ftand  gazing  whole  Hours  together  on  a 
Flower,  a  Tree,  or  a  Peacock.  I  am  enamour'd  with 
the  Brightnefs  of  the  Sun  ;  and  like  another  Endy- 
mion,  I  langufh  for  a  more  intimate  Acquaintance 
with  the  Mocn.  The  lefier  Beauties  of  the  Night, 
the  Stars,  enflame  me  with  a  Thoufand  Paffions.  I 
make  my  Court  to  the  whole  Hoft  of  Heaven,  yet 
I  hope  commit  no  Idolatry.  In  fine,  I  am  in  Love 
with  the  Univerfe ;  and  die  hourly,  when  I  con- 
template 
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template   the  Glory  of  that  tranfcendrnt   Efience, 
which  is  the  Root  and  Source  of  all  Things. 

Thefe  are  Paffions  not  unbecoming  a  Muglilman. 
But  I  have  fome  Emotions  for  beautiful  Women, 
more  violent  than  all  the  reft,  more  dangerous  and 
fatal.  Tell  me,  O  pious  Syli;an,  how  I  fhall  gratify 
my  Love,  without  offending  Virtue  or  the  Gravity 
of  a  Man 

Thefe  Creatures  feem  to  be  created  for  our  Per- 
plexity ;  fmce  a  Man  can  neither  well  be  happy  with 
or  without  them.  They  are  perfect  Riddles :  And 
to  love  them  or  hate  them  too  much,  is  an  equal 
Solecifm.  'Tvvere  a  Queition  worthy  of  a  Philofo- 
pher,  Whether  this  Sex,  among  all  theneceffary  good 
Offices  h  y  do  us,  were  not  fent  into  the  World 
as  Spies  and  Trapans,  to  obferve  our  Councils  and 
Adtions :  And  by  mixing  Smiles  with  Frowns,  Flat- 
teries with  Reproaches,  Sullennefs  with  more  obliging 
Favours,  to  keep  us  in  a  perpetual  Maze,  and  Laby- 
rinth, left  the  afpiring  Wit  of  Men  mould,  if  left  to 
themfelves,  attempt  fomething  more  audacious  than 
the  Poett  feign  of  the  Sons  of  Titan,  or  the  'written 
Laiv  records  of  Nimrod  and  his  Companions,  who 
built  the  Tower  of  Babel. 

But  whether  they  be  Spies,  or  faithful  Affifcints, 
Enemies  or  Friends,  I  tell  thee  plainly,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  forbear  loving  them  exceffively.  And 
this  is  Part  of  the  Dream  or  Trance  out  of  which  I . 
am  juft  now  awak'd 

Another  Scene  is  that  of  Honour.  This  is  a 
Phantom  alfo,  a  mere  Vapour,  a  Shadow.  I  never 
haunted  after  Glory,  nor  ccurtad  popular  Applaufe  : 
Yet  being  intrufted  with  the  fublime  Secrets,  and 
commanded  to  ferve  faeGrandSsignhr  in  this  Sta- 
tion, 1  would  fain  acquit  myfelf,  without  Difgrace. 
Nay,  like  other  Mortals  in  fuch  Poft,  I  would  wil- 
lingly have  the  Smiles  of  my  Sovereign,  and  the 
CarelTes  of  Happy  Minifters,  who  ferve  him,  if 
>  M6  it 
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it  mall  be  my  Lot  ever  to  return  to  the  Seraglio.  No- 
thing appears  to  me  more  terrible,  than  at  fuch  a 
Time  to  encounter  with  rugged,  furrow'd  Vifages, 
or  cold  and  faint  Embraces  of  my  fellow  Slaves. 

This  puts  me  upon  a  Thoufand  Inquietudes, 
makes  me  fwear  to  Contradictions ;  utter  Liefc  and 
Blafphemies  which  would  turn  the  Devil  to  a  Saint 
for  Fear.  In  a  Word,  I  ftumble  at  no  Vice  or 
Immorality,  which  may  promote  the  Caufe  1  am 
engag'd  in :  And  all  this  for  the  Sake  of  a  fair  Cha- 
rafter  at  the  Porte.  Whilft  I  am  cajoling  myielf  on 
well  as  others,  with  a  Perfuafion,  that  'tis  only  on 
the  Score  of  Honefty,  and  to  acquit  myfelf  a  good 
Man.  Thus  I  purfue  a  Blaft,  a  Bubble,  the  Idea 
of  Nothing,  mere  Vanity,  and  an  empty  Dream. 
And  'tis  harder  for  me  to  fhake  off  this  Enchant- 
ment, than  that  of  Love. 

Yet  all  this  while  I  have  not  taken  the  French  Me- 
thod to  gain  Honour.  I  never  was  guilty  of  Op- 
preflion  and  Cruelty  ;  nor  bath'd  my  Hands  in  Hu- 
man Blood.  No  Widow  or  Orphan  mourns  for  what 
Tve  taken  from  'em.  Nor  do  I  ever  Dragoon  any 
Body  into  Compliance  with  Reafon.  All  the  Parts 
I've  afted  in  this  nature  were  defenfive;  pure  Ef- 
forts of  Self-prefervation ;  which  thou  knoweft,  is 
a  Principle  natural  to  all  Men,  and  even  to  the 
Worms  of  the  Earth.  Thefe  little  Reptiles,  when 
they  are  trampled  on,  will  turn  again.  And  nothing 
jnore  do  I,  unlefs  in  the  Sultans,  Caufe. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  my  Integrity  ;  for  I 
muft  tell  thee  my  Virtues  as  well  as  my  Vices. 
Neither  drabia,  nor  all  the  Eajt,  have  ever  brought 
forth  a  Man  more  true  to  his  Truft,  than  honeft, 
loyal  Mabmut.  I  will  for  ever  boaft  of  this,  in  an 
Age  fo  full  of  Treachery.  This  alone  will  carry 
me  fafe  to  Paradife,  in  fpite  of  the  Mollahs.  As 
tor  the  refti  the  are  only  venial  Signs,  eafily  dropt 
off  on  tiie  Bridge  of  Trial.  And  fo  long  as  no 

Body 
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Body  can  fay,  I've  betray 'd  my  Matter's  Secrets,  I'm 
fafe  as  an  Angel  that  is  not  oblig'd  to  ftand  Centinel 
at  the  loweft  Poft  of  Heaven :  For  there  he's  within 
Gun-fliot  of  the  Devil. 

Juft  as  I  drew  my  Pen  from  that  Word,  a  fud- 
den  Noife  m  the  Streets  call'd  me  to  the  Window ; 
Where  turning  my  Eyes  from  the  Earth  to  the 
Moon  and  Stars  (for  'twas  a  very  ferene  Sky)  I 
cbferved  a  fmall  fwift  Cloud  to  glide  along  from 
South  to  North,  much  in  Appearance  like  a  Bale  of 
Silk.  It  cleft  the  Element  like  a  fly  Arab  Thief  that 
fwims  for  Booty  on  the  River  Tjgrit.  Wond'ring 
at  this,  when  all  the  Firmament  was  clear,  and  not 
another  Cloud  above  the  Horizon  ;  I  foon  concluded, 
'twas  the  Chariot  of  fome  airy  God,  a  Mtrcury,  or 
McfTenger  fent  with  fpeedy  News  to  the  High  Lords, 
Commanders  of  the  Arftick  Region;,  to  bid  them  be 
upon  their  Guard,  or  fome  iuch  weighty  Matter. 
Perhaps  thought  J,  a  War  is  commenc'd  between 
the  Spirits  of  the  Poles  :  Or  it  may  be,  King  JEduf 
has  fent  a  Sammons  to  the  Northern  Winds,  being 
refolved  to  play  fome  Royal  Pnenmatick  Freaks  upon 
the  Sea. 

In  good  Earneft,  it  made  me  reflect  on  our  Ig- 
norance of  the  Laws  and  Conftitutions  of  the  Ele- 
ments. It  put  me  in  Mind  of  the  Fogs  and  Mifts 
which  fometimes  envelop  the  Globe  in  Darknefs  j 
on  purpofe,  for  aught  we  know,  to  hinder  us  from 
feeing  what  is  tranfa&ing  at  fuch  Seafons  in  the 
higher  Regions  of  the  Air.  The  Spirits  of  thofe 
ferene  Tradls  may  then  be  frolicking  in  vifible 
Forms,  celebrating  folemn  Feftivals,  and  kindling 
all  the  Meteors  of  the  upper  Welkin,  as  natural 
Fire-works  and  tt/ummations,  not  fit  for  Mortals  to 
behold,  left  we  mould  learn  too  much,  and  grow 
as  wife  as  they.  However,  it  made  me  very  con- 
templative, to  fee  a  fingle  folitary  Cloud  thus  glide 
along  the  Air  :  And  I  could  have  wifli'd  for  Wings 

to 
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to  pnrfue  its  Motions,  becaufe  the  Appearance  was 
not  common. 

Thou  that  haft  meafur'd  the  \vhole  Frame  of  Nature, 
and  taken  the  true  Dimensions  of  the  World,  that 
haft  penetrated  into  the  Secrets  of  the  Elements,  and 
art  always  bufy'd  in  the  moft  fage  and  folid  Scrutinies; 
wilt  fmile  at  the  Vanity  of  common  Mortals,  fuch  as 
I,  who  when  we  are  intelligible  to  ourfelves,  yet  pre- 
fume  to  comprehend  the  Ways  of  the  Omnipotent, 
who  is  perfecl  in  Knowledge. 

As  for  me,  who  have  ftudied  in  the  Academies, 
and  read  Ariftotl-,  A<vicen,  Plotinus,  A<verroei,  with 
other  Philefopben,  I  efteem  myfelf  ftill  but  at  the 
Bottom  of  Plutos  Cave,  converging  with  Shadows, 
miftaken  in  every  Thing,  but  the  Idea  of  thy  San&ky 
and  immenfe  Wifdom,  which  is  imprinted  on  my 
Soul,  as  thofe  which  the  Phiiofopbers  call  Firjl  Princi- 
ples, becaufe  they  are  Self-evident. 

I  defigned  to  have  faid  more  to  thee,  but  a  fudden 
Jndifpofition,  and  extreme  Faintnefs  has  taken  away 
my  Spirits.  My  Limbs  tremble,  my  Head  is  giddy, 
my  Heart  fails  me  :  In  a  Word,  I  feem  like  one  be- 
tween a  Mortal  and  a 
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LETTER    XL 
<To  Achmet  Padifliani  Culligiz,  Bafia. 

TH  Y  Surname  argues  thee  a  Favourite  at  the 
Seraglio :  And  for  that  Reafon,  I  know  thou  art 
accuftom'd  to  receive   infinite   Submifiion   and  Flat- 
teries :  But  I  muft  be  as  blunt  with  thee,  as  I  was  with 
the  new  Mufti,  when  I  congratulated  his  Accejfion 

to 
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to  the  chief  Patriarchate.  I  told  that  Prince  of  the 
"MuJJitlman  Prelates,  that  I  had  no  Encouragement 
to  welcome  him  to  a  Dignity,  which  though  in  it 
felf  facred  and  inviolable,  yet  could  not  fecure  him 
from  the  Perfecutions  of  popular  Envy,  any  more 
than  it  did  his  Prcdecejfor.  And  the  fame  1  muft  fay 
to  thee. 

Darnijh  Mchemet,  Baffa,  is  fallen  a  Vi flint  to  the 
Rage  of  the  Multitude;  and  thou  has  got  his  Seat 
on  the  Bench.  May 'ft  thou  enjoy  it  long,  and  never 
be  mob'd  out  of  thy  Honour  and  Life  as  he  was. 
Some  Years  ago  he  forbid  me  to  write  any  more  to 
him.  What  his  Reafon  was,  I  know  not,  neither 
did  I  ever  enquire.  However,  I  obeyed  his  Injun- 
ction, being  indifferent  to  whom  I  fend  my  Intelli- 
qence,  provided  I  do  the  Grand  Seigior  any  Service  : 
For  that  End  am  I  placed  here. 

Hlujirious  Baffa,  I  fliall  now  acquaint  thee  with 
two  the  mod  principal  Points  of  the  News  ftirring  in 
Europe.  One  is,  the  Eleftion  of  Leopoldus  Ignatius 
Jofepbus,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  to  the  Gtr- 
man  Empire.  They  have  been  canvafiing  this  Bufinefs 
eleven  Moons  :  And  at  laft  the  Auftrian  Faftion  car- 
ried it :  This  was  done  on  the  8th  of  the  7th  Moon  : 
And  he  was  folemnly  crown'd  on  the  zzd  of  the 
fame.  This  has  heighten'd  the  Quarrel  between  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria  and  the  Prince  Palatine.  The 
latter  was  fo  far  tranfported  with  Paffion  at  the  Diet 
of  Frankfora",  that  he  tiirew  a  Standijh  of  Ink  at  the 
Bavarian  Ambaflador :  Which  is  refented  as  an  un- 
pardonable Affront :  And  the  Duke  is  marching  with 
an  Army  to  revenge  it,  or  demand  -atisfa&ion.  The 
Eledtor  of  Metrtx  has  deny'd  him  a  Paffage  through 
his  Principals,.  And  they  are  all  like  to  be  em- 
broil'd  in  a  Civil  War  about  it.  This  is  no  bad  News 
for  the  Muffulmans. 

But  that  which  makes  yet  a  greater  Noife,  is  the 
Death  of  Oliver,  the  Protector  of  the  Englijh  Com- 
monwealth 
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mon wealth  ;  who,  whilft  living,  was  the  Terror  of 
all  Europe.  The  Superfthious,  and  fuch  as  regard 
Signs,  fay,  This  was  prefagM  three  Moons  ago,  when 
a  great  Whale,  nine  Times  as  long  as  a  tall  Man, 
was  taken  in  a  River  of  England,  near  the  Capital 
City,  forty  Miles  from  the  Sea.  I  know  not  whether 
thefe  kind  of  Obfervations  are  worthy  of  Credit. 
Yet  it  feems  the  Annals  of  that  Nation  take  Notice, 
That  the  unufual  Appearance  of  a  Whale  fo  far  with- 
in Land,  has  always  prognoilicated  fome  mighty 
Change.  Perhaps  the  Fate  of  illuftrious  PerfonageB 
affects  Nature  with  a  more  than  ordinary  Paffion,  puts 
the  Ekments  into  Diforder,  and  inipires  the  Brutes 
with  Sympathy. 

We  are  affured,  That  on  the  Day  of  this  Prince's 
Death,  and  at  the  very  Hour  of  his  Departure,  there 
was  fo  violent  a  Tempeft  of  Wind,  Rain,  Hail, 
Thunder,  and  Lightning,  as  had  never  been  known 
by  any  Man  then  alive  in  that  Nation  :  Which  fome 
interpreted  to  his  Dilhonour,  as  if  he  were  a  Magi- 
cian, or  af  leaft  a  very  wicked  Man ;  and  that  this 
Hurricane  was  rais'd  by  the  Devils,  who  tranfport- 
ed  his  Soul  to  Hell.  Whilft  others  affirm'd  this 
rnbc'd  Storm  to  be  only  the  Sighs  and  Tears  of  Na- 
ture, the  mournful  Paffions  of  the  Guardian  Spi- 
rits of  England,  for  the  Lofs  of  fo  great  and  fortu- 
nate a  Hero ;  and  that  the  very  inanimate  Beings 
condol'd  his  Death.  As  for  me,  I  look  on  all  thefe 
Things  as  pure  Accidents,  the  Effects  of  Chance. 
I  have  an  equal  Opinion  of  another  Circumltance, 
much  obferv'd  both  by  his  Enemies  and  Friends ; 
That  he  died  on  the  fame  Day,  whereon  he  had 
formerly  gain'd  fome  notable  Vi&ories.  The  One 
defcanting  on  this  to  his  Reproach,  the  Other 
drawing  from  it  Arguments  of  Honour.  'Tis  dif- 
ficult to  fay  any  Thing  of  him  without  appearing 
partial.  He  bad  great  Virtues  and  no  lefs  Vices. 
He  was  a  Valiant  General,  and  wife  Statefman  : 

Yet 
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yet  a  Traytor  to  his  Sovereign.  As  for  Religion, 
tho'  he  profefs'd  himfelf  a  Zealot,  yet  'tis  thought  he 
va-  as  indifferent  as  other  Princes;  who  for  Reafons 
ot  State  and  to  pleafe  their  People,  make  a  Shew 
of  Piery,  but  in  their  Hearts  adore  no  other  God  but 
Fortune  and  Vi fiery 

He  was  eftcem'd  one  of  the  greateft  Politicians  of 
this  Age  ;  and  none  could  match  him  but  Mazarini. 
Yet,  I  cannot  but  fmile,  when  I  call  to  Mind, 
how  both  thefe  eminent  Statefmen  were  cheated  this 
Year,  by  two  or  three  Fugitives. 

A  certain  French  Captain  nam'd  Gentilot,  that  had 
ferv'd  under  the  States  of  Holland  in  the  Wars,  and 
on  that  Account  had  often  pafs'd  through  the  Sea- 
Towns  in  Flanders,  obferv'd  a  Weaknefs  in  one  Part 
of  the  Walls  of  Oflend,  by  which  the  Town  might 
eafily  be  farpriz'd.  At  his  Return  to  Paris,  he  ac- 
quainted Cardinal  Muz,arini,  with  this  ;  and  gave  him 
K>  great  Encouragement,  that  the  Cardinal  refolved 
to  try  fome  Stratagem,  in  order  to  gain  that  im- 
portant Place,  without  the  Coft  and  Hazards  of  a 
formal  Siege. 

To  this  End,  he  commands  Gentilot  to  feek  out 
fome  Perfons  fit  to  be  engag'd  in  the  Plot  :  Men  of 
Refolution,  Conduft,  and  Secrecy.  This  Captain 
therefore  knowing  two  or  three  Fugitives  in  Paris, 
who  were  forced  to  fly  out  of  Flanders  to  fave  their 
Lives,  having  committed  Murthers,  and  other  Crimes 
againft  the  Spanffi  Government,  breaks  the  Bufinefs 
to  them,  promifing  Mountains  of  Gold,  if  they  would 
affift  in  carrying  it  on. 

They  feenVd  to  embrace  his  Propofals  with 
Abundance  of  Readinefs,  and  were  introduced  into 
the  Cardinal's  Cabinet;  where  that  Minifter  being 
fatisfied  in  their  Characters,  and  the  Offers  they 
made  to  ferve  him  in  this  Affair,  feconded  the  Pro- 
mifes  which  Gentilot  had  made  them,  with  many 
additional  Encouragements.  In  a  Word,  they  con- 

fulted 
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fulted  together  frequently  ;  were  late  every  Night  in 
the  Cardinal's  Lodging?  :  And  at  laft  having  adjufted 
all  the  nereffary  Mtr.fures  that  are  to  be  taken,  the 
Fugitive;  were  difpatch'd  away  into  England,  with 
Letters  from  bL  -zarini  to  Oliver,  the  Englijk^  Protec- 
tor :  Whereir.  he  acquainted  him  with  the  Defign,  re- 
quiring the  Aiiiilance  of  fome  Engli/h  Ships  to  tranf- 
port  Men  into  the  Haven  of  Oftend. 

Thefe  Agents  went  accordingly,  but  with  a  Refo- 
lution  to  put  a  Trick  both  on  the  Cardinal  and  the 
Protestor  ;  and  by  doing  their  Country  fo  Confidera- 
ble  a  Service  as  the  faving  this  Town,  to  merit  a  Re- 
peal of  the  Sentence  pronounc'd  againft  them,  that  fo 
they  might  return  Home  in  Peace,  and  enjoy  their 
Eltates  and  native  Liberty. 

Oliver  received  them  very  kindly,  and  embraced 
the  Motion  with  fome  Warmth.  But  upon  fecond 
Thoughts,  try'd  to  out-bribe  Mazarini,  and  hire 
thefe  Perfons  for  himfelf.  Qftend  was  too  fweet  a 
Bait  in  his  Eye,  to  let  it  fall  tamely  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Trench,  for  want  of  a  few  large  Promifes,  and 
Offers  of  Gold.  Wherefore  he  ply'd  thefe  Agents 
brifkly  with  all  the  effectual  Oratory  he  could,  to  win 
'em  over  to  his  own  feparate  Intereft  ;  engaging  to 
beftow  great  Preferments  on  them  in  England,  with 
Two  Hundred  Thoufand  Sequins,  as  foon  as  the  Bufi- 
nefs  was  accompliih'd. 

The  Three  Flemings  defired  no  better  Sport  than 
thus  to  cajole  the  Two  ableft  Statefmen  in  Europe. 
They  pofleffed  Oliver  with  an  entire  Belief  of  their 
Zeal  and  Fidelity  in  his  Service  :  And  it  was  agreed 
on  between  them,  to  hold  Mazarini  in  Play,  and 
that  O/zow  fhould  fend  him  an  Anfwer,  refuting  to 
meddle  in  an  Intrigue  which  feem'd  to  carry  fo  little 
Probability  of  Succefs. 

From  England  thefe  Agents  pafled  over  into  Zea- 
land,'^ having  been  concluded  before  they  part- 
ed from  Cardinal  Mazarini  \  that  fo  they  might 

there 
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there  gain  more  Confederates,  and  lay  all  the  necef- 
fary  Trains  to  bring  this  Intrigue  to  the  defired  If- 
fue.  But  inftead  of  doing  either  the  Proteftor  or 
Cardinal  Mazarini  this  Service,  they  went  immedi- 
ately, and  revealed  the  whole  Secret  to  the  Governor 
of  Flanders. 

He  having  duly  examined  all  Circumftances,  and 
being  fa;isfied  in  the  Truth  of  their  Relations,  and 
in  their  Loyalty  to  the  King  of  Spain,  commanded 
them  to  proceed  in  deluding  both  the  French  and  the 
Englijb,  as  long  as  they  could,  with  fair  Hopes  of 
accomplifhing  their  Aims :  Whilft  he  took  Care  to 
fecure  OjLnJ,  and  other  Parts  of  Flanders,  from  all 
Attempts  of  this  Nature. 

In  fine,  the  Proteflor  falling  off  again,  being 
frighted  by  Cardinal  M-xarini's  Threats,  who  had 
difcovered  his  under  hand  Dealings,  thefe  Agentt 
applied  themfelves  clofe  to  the  French,  who  were 
now  made  fo  much  more  eager,  by  Oliver's  Defign, 
to  enterlope 'em.  They  fpun  out  the  Intrigue  feve- 
ral  Moons,  brought  the  French  King  to  fign  Articles, 
and  to  pafs  his  Word  for  the  Payment  of  near  a  Mil- 
lion of  Gold  ;  cajol'd  his  General  in  Flanders,  and 
at  one  Time  made  him  believe,  'Twas  his  Intereft  to 
lie  ftill  for  fix  Weeks  tegether,  when  all  the  World 
expe&eu  he  would  purfue  his  Conquers  in  that  Pro- 
vince. At  another  Time,  caufed  him  to  march  with 
fo  much  Precipitation,  when  the  Ways  were  impaiTa- 
ble,  that  he  was  forc'd  to  leave  moil  of  his  Cannon, 
and  a  Thoufand  Waggons  plung'd  in  the  deep  Roads,. 
with  the  Lofs  of  Three  Thoufand  Men,  who  were  ei- 
ther drown'd  orftarv'd  :  And  all  this  for  the  Sake  of 
gaining  OJiend.  When  after  all,  they  were  not  only 
cheated  of  their  Hopes  in  that  Point,  but  moll 
{harmfully  expofed  to  the  Derifion  and  Contempt 
of  all  Europe.  For  Cardinal  Maxarini  repofed  an 
entire  Confidence  in  the  Fidelity  of  his  Flemijb  A- 
gints :  So  thai  whatfoever  the  propofed  as  an  Ex- 
pedient 
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pedient  to  compafs  the  Defign,  was  a  Law.  Hence 
is  was,  that  the  French  General  in  Flanders  received 
exprefs  Orders  to  embark  Part  of  his  Army  on  certain 
Veflels  that  lay  before  Dunkirk,  and,  on  a  prefix'd 
Day,  to  fail  into  the  Haven  ef  OJiend,  there  to  land 
his  Men,  and  take  Pofleflion  of  the  Town,  in  the 
Name  of  his  Mafter :  being  made  to  believe,  That 
the  Gates  would  be  open'd  to  him,  and  that  the  Spa- 
nijh  Garrifon  ftiould  march  out  in  his  Sight. 

All  this  was  carried  on  with  fo  much  Artifice  and 
fubtle  Management,  that  when  he  enter'd  the  Haven 
with  the  Veflels,  he  thought  himfelf  fecure  of  the 
Place :  Yet,  no  fooner  landed  his  Men,  to  the  Num- 
ber of  Fifteen  Hundred,  but  they  thunder'd  upon 
them  fuch  Vollies  of  Great  and  Small- Shot  from  the 
Walls,  that  Two  Hundred  cf  them  fell  immediately, 
as  many  threw  down  their  Arms,  and  the  Citizens 
making  a  vigorous  Sally,  the  reft  were  either  kill'd  or 
taken  Prifoners,  he  himfelf  not  efcaping  that  Misfor- 
tune. 

By  this  thou  may'ft  difcern,  how  eafy  'tis  for  an 
Agent  of  Prince  to  embarrafs  his  Matter's  Affairs  : 
And,  that  a  publick  Minifter  can  never  commit  a 
greater  or  mare  dangerous  Error,  than  in  being 
too  credulous. 

Serene  BaJJa,  let  not  Mahmufs  Name  found  harfh 
at  the  Porte,  nor  his  Honour  be  traduc'd  by  Syco- 
phants ;  fince  his  Loyalty  is  Proof  againft  all  Temp- 
tations; and  this  the  Minifters  of  the  Divan  know  by 
twenty  Years  Experience. 

Paris,  jth  of  tie  roth  Moon, 
of  the  Ttar  1658. 


LETTER 
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<To  Pefteli  Hali,  bis  Brother,  Matter  of 
the  Grand  Seignior'.*  Cuftoms  at  Con- 
ftantinople. 

I  Have  receiv'd  a  Difpatch  from  our  Coufm  Ifouf. 
He  has  been  in  a  cold  Region,  within  the  Ar&ick 
Circle,  but  now  is  at  Stockholm  in  Sweden.  The  Parts 
he  has  vifued,  are  the  farthermeft  Trafts  of  our  Con- 
tinent to  the  North.  They  may  be  call'd,  The  Ter- 
ritories of  Night  and  Darknefs;  for  they  have  but 
one  Day  in  a  whole  Year.  The  Sun  appears  hue 
once  above  their  Horizon,  during  his  Annual  Pro- 
grefs  through  the  Zodiack  :  Yet  he  makes  them  A- 
rnends  by  the  long  continued  Lights  he  affords  them 
at  that  Seafon :  For  that  one  Day  is,  without  the 
Miracle  of  Jojkua,  prolonged  the  Space  of  four,  five, 
or  fix  Moons,  according  to  the  propotrionate  Diftance 
of  each  Country  from  the  Pole. 

Ifouf,  relates  ftrange  Things  of  thofe  dark  Coun- 
tries, and  fuch  as  feem  almolr  to  furpafs  Credit,  were 
they  not  confirm'd  by  many  grave  and  learned  Wri- 
ters. He  fays,  that  in  feme  Parts  of  Norway  no  Tree 
is  to  be  feen,  by  Reafon  of  the  violent  Force  of  the 
Winds,  which  blew  down  all  before  them,  carry- 
ing away  even  the  Roofs  of  Houfes,  and  fcattering 
them  at  a  great  Diftance.  So  that  the  Inhabitants  are 
forced  to  dwell  in  Dens  and  Caves,  and  barn  the 
Bones  of  Fifties  for  Want  of  better  Fuel ;  fince  it  is 
impofiible  for  any  Plant  to  grow  in  thofe  Parts.  Nei- 
ther can  Men  travel  fafely  on  Horfes,  or  a  Foot,  at 
certain  tempeftuous  Seafons :  For  the  Wind  will  either 
throw  down  Horfe  and  Man  to  the  Sound,  or  catch 
them  up  into  the  Air. 

Bat 
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But  when  he  defcribes  the  horrible  Coldnefs  of 
thefe  Regions,  the  very  Idea  of  it  is  enough  to 
make  one  quake.  He  fays,  Cold  is  an  aftive  Qua- 
lity, and  reigns  under  the  North  Pole,  as  in  its  pro- 
per Kingdom  or  Center,  from  whence  it  darts  its 
freezing  Rays  through  the  Earth.  Yet  others  are 
of  Opinion,  that  Cold  is  only  a  Privation  of  Heat 
a  bare/v7^5W  Difpofiuon  of  the  Elements ;  and  there 
fore  more  fenfib  y  felt  in  thofe  Climates  that  are 
fartheftfrom  the  warm  Influence  of  the  Sun,  whofe 
Beams  give  Life  and  Vigour  to  all  Things.  Be  it 
how  it  will,  its  Effects  are  very  remarkable  in  thefe 
Northern  Regions. 

All  Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Seas  there,  are  frozen 
up  during  the  Winter.  Men,  Horfes,  Waggons, 
Coaches,  and  even  whole  Armies,  pafs  as  common- 
ly over  the  Ice,  as  before  Ships  fail'd  there,  or  as  we 
travel  o'er  the  firm  Land.  And  laft  Winter,  the 
BuItickSca  was  the  Road  of  Ice,  over  which  the  King 
of  Sweden  march'd  with  his  Army  of  Horfe  ana 
Foot  into  Zealand,  to  profecute  the  War  in  thofe 
Parts.  They  alfo  raifeftrong  Forts  of  Snow,  able  to 
fuftain  the  Battery  of  Bullets,  and  Engines  of  War, 
with  all  the  Violence  of  the  fiercer):  Alfaults.  They 
build  Caravan/eras  on  the  frozen  Seas  and  Lakes,  for 
the  Convenience  of  Travellers ;  and  fet  up  Branches 
of  Firs  or  Juniper,  as  Marks  to  diftinguifh  the 
Holes  and  Fiflures  of  the  Ice,  from  that  which  is 
folid  and  fecure ;  for  there  are  High-ways  on  thofe 
congealed  Waters ;  and  Officers  appointed  to  furvey 
them,  and  take  all  necefTary  Orders  for  the  Security 
of  Travellers :  And  fometimes  they  fight  pitch'd  Bat- 
tles on  the  frozen  Element. 

Our  Kinfman  alfo  has  made  curious  Re:narks  on 
the  Trinmphal  Obelijks,  and  Funeral  Monuments  of 
ancient  Hero's  among  the  Goths  and  Sive^-s:  For 
thefe  Nations  boaft  of  Giants  and  famous  Warriors. 
Thefe  Monuments,  tho'  of  Stone,  and  exquintely 

iliaped, 
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fr.aped,  and  yet  were  never  cut,  by  the  Hand  of  Man, 
but  Co  many  Splinters  of  Rocks  and  Mountains, 
torn  frem  the  main  Body  by  the  Violence  of  Earth- 
quakes, Thunders,  or  the  like  Motions  of  Nature, 
and  falling  down  in  the  Forms  of  Pyramids,  and  other 
artificial  Hgures,  were  of  old  fet  up  by  the  Graves 
of  Giants,  and  other  renowned  Perfons.  Having  al- 
fe  Infcriptions  on  them,  fignifying  the  particular  Hero 
who  there  lies  buried.  Such  as  thefe. 

I  Uffro,  fighting  in  Defence  ef  my  Coun- 
try, with  my  own  Hand  kill'd  -Thirty- 
two  Giants ;  and  at  laji  being  kill'd  by 
the  Giant  Rolvo,  my  Bedy  lies  here. 

And, 

I  Ingolvas,  that  fubdued  all  OppreJJbrsy 
and  defended  the  Poor  and  Weak ;  now 
grown  Oldy  Povr  and  Weak  myfelf,  yet 
having  my  Sword  girt  to  my  Thigh  y  am 
forc'd  to  yield  to  Death-)  (who  conquers 
all  things)  and  to  go  down  to  this  Sepal' 
fhre,  which  Iprepardfor  my  laji  Retreat. 

It  feems  there  are  infinite  Numbers  of  thefe 
Tombs  all  over  the  Defarts,  Mountains,  and  Vallies 
of  the  North ;  which  is  an  Argument,  That  how- 
ever contemptible  thefe  People  may  feem  to  the  True 
Be/invert ;  yet  they  have  not  been  wanting  in  Va- 
liant Men  and  Heroes.  Doubtlcfs,  GOD  has  dif- 
penfed  his  Virtues  and  Graces  to  Men  of  all  Nations: 
He  is  not  partial  in  his  Gifts.  We  ought  to  praife 
him  in  the  Beginning  and  End  of  all  our  Actions. 
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And  if  we  contemplate  his  Honour  in  the  Middle  of 
our  Affairs,  we  fhall  not  do  amifs  ;  fince,  as  he  is 
the  Firft  and  Lalt  of  the  Univerfe,  fo  he  is  the  Center 
of  every  Thing. 

I  had  not  thefe  Relations  only  from  1/ouf,  but  out 
of  the  HiJIoriavs  themfelves,  who  write  of  thefe  Coun- 
tries :  Yet  our  Kinfman  informs  me  of  fome  Things, 
which  are  omitted  by  thofe  Authors.  Every  Traveller 
is  finglar  in  his  Obfervations.  For  all  Men  have  not 
the  fame  Genius;  and  thy  Journal  of  the  Eajt  abounds 
with  Remarks  which  are  not  common  with  other 
Writers. 

Brother,  if  I  may  advife  thee,  it  fhall  be,  to  do 
nothing  by  Imitation  ;  but  purfue  the  Dictates  of 
thy  own  Senfe,  and  the  peculiar  Bent  of  thy  Soul. 
For  whatever  is  forced  and  affecled,  is  naufeous. 

Paris,  1 6th  of  the  12th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1658. 


LETTER    XIV. 

To  Zeidi  Alamanzi,  a  Merchant  in  Ve- 
nice. 

XH  E  Kaimacbam  has  inform'd  me,  that  thou 
art  appointed  to  fucceed  Adonai  the  Je<w  in. 
_,    He  has  alfo  acquainted  me  with  other  Matters 
relating  to  thy  Charge.    I  am  glad  they  have  found 
out  a  MuJJulman  capable  of  that  important  Truft,  and 
that  we  lhall  not  always  ftand  in  Need  of  Jews  to 
ferve  the  Grand  Seignior,  Emperor  of  the  Faithful. 
Though  fome  of  that  Nation  are  very   honeft  and 
loyal,  'tis  better  to  be  without  them. 

Thou 
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Thou  and  I  are  Strangers  to  each  other :  But  'tis 
neceflary  for  us  to  be  fpeedily  acquainted,  and  hold 
a  mutual  Intimacy  by  Letters,  fo  that  we  may  ferve 
our  Great  Majier  withoat  interfering  or  claming  in 
our  Intelligence.  I  have  been  here  thefe  twenty  Years 
and  made  no  falfe  Steps  in  my  Sovereign's  Bufmefs, 
whatever  I  have  done  in  my  own  :  Yet  have  encoun- 
ter \i  a  Thoufand  'Difficulties  and  Perils ;  fuftered  Ini- 
prifonment  many  Motns  in  Paris  for  my  Fidelity ; 
vvhillt  my  Enemies  at  Conjlantinople  perfecuted  me  as 
a  Traytor  and  an  Infidel. 

'Tis  impoffible  to  avoid  thefe  CrofTes,  in  the  Courfe 
of  human  Life  :  They  are  natural  as  the  Wind  or 
the  P.ain  :  All  that  we  can  do  is,  by  a  prudent  and 
dextrous  Management  of  Contingencies,  to  wind  our1 
felves  out  of  the  Trouble  as  well  as  we  can.  And 
above  all,  rather  be  to  our  own  Executioners,  than 
betray  the  lealt  Secret  committed  to  us. 

I  queftion  not,  but  thou  haft  had  the  fame  Infra- 
ctions given  the*  by  the  Miniilers  of  the  happy  Porte. 
What  I  fay,  is  only  to  confirm  thee  in  thy  Fidelity 
and  Care.  Write  to  me  with  the  fame  Franknefs,  and 
let  nothing  make  thee  referv'd  to  thy  Fellow  Slave. 
We  are  both  Followers  of  the  Prophet :  We  worfhip 
one  GOD  after  the  fame  Manner,  and  equally  reve- 
rence the  Alcoran.  We  ferve  one  Mailer  ;  and  tho' 
in  different  Stations,  yet  let  our  AfFeftions  and  Inte- 
reih  be  united  as  Friends.  Let  no  little  narrow  Paf- 
fions  or  Emulations  corrupt  our  Integrity,  nor  teach 
us  to  unman  ourfelves. 

I  know  not  thy  Original,  whether  thou  art  of 
Mahometan  or  Chriftian  Parents.  'Twould  be  very 
obliging  to  fend  me  a  (hort  Hiilory  of  thy  Life,  and 
how  thou  learneft  the  Italian  Tongue :  For  with- 
out that,  I  judge  they  would  not  have  fent  thee  into 
that  Country. 

As  for  me,  I  am  an  Arabian  by  Birth,  brought  up 

in  the  Seraglio,  from  thence  fent  to  Sea.,  there  taken 

1^  Captive 
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Captive  by  the  Cbrifiians,  fold  in  Sicily,  where  I  un- 
derwent a  tedious  Servitude,  yet  at  length  gain'd  my 
Freedom  :  And  having  palVd  through  various  For- 
tunes, at  laft  was  fent  hither,  to  obierve  the  fecret 
Ccfirjfh  of  the  Gkrijiians  ;  efpecially  of  this  Court. 

I  now  grow  Old,  having  feen  near  Fifty  Years  : 
yet,  tho'  tne  Strength  of  my  Body  fails,  I  feel  not 
the  Icaft  Decay  in  my  Zeal  for  the  Mujj'ulman  Faith, 
or  my  Mc>jler\  Service.  I  am  ftill  Mahtnut  the  Loyal 
Slave  of  "the  Porte  -,  and  thy  Friend,  fo  long  as  thou 
art  fo  thy  felf. 

Paris,  30th  of  tie  ift  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1659. 


LETTER    XV. 
To  the  Kaimacham* 

IT  rejoices  me  to  hear,  that  Adonais  Place  is  fup- 
plied  by  a  MuJJuIman,  in  whom  ihe/ubtime  Porte 
.may  put  more  Confidence,  than  in  any  of  the  Jcnvijb 
Race.  'Twill  be  Encouragement  to  the  true  Faithful, 
and  a  Precedent  of  good  Import.  For  no  Nation  loves 
to  fee  their  Prince  beftow  Offices  of  Truft  on  Stran- 
gers, when  his  own  People  are  as  capable  of  Employ- 
ment as  they.  'Tis  generally  taken  as  an  Affront, 
and  Contempt  of  their  Abilities  or  their  Virtue,  and 
has  often  produced  ill  Confequence. 

I  deny  not,  but  there  are  many  honeft  and  wife 
Men  among  the  Hebrews,  Perfons  of  Merit  and  Ho- 
nour, from  whence  the  Sultan  receives  no  fmall  Ser- 
vices, but  this  ought  not  to  diminifh  the  Reputation 
of  thofe  who  are  of  the  fame  Faith  with  their  Sove- 
reign. Doubtlefs  Arabia  a'nd  Turkey  are  not  barren 
of  good  Soldiers,  prudent  Statefmen,  and  dextrous 
Mimilcrs. 
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I  know  nor    the  Chara&er   of  Zeidi  . 

whether  he  be  a  natural  born  Turk,  a  tributary  Son 
of  a  Cbrijiian,  or  a  voluntary  Renegado.  However, 
the  Choice  that  is  made  of  him  convinces  me,  that 
the  unerring  Divan,  eiteem  him  a  Man  fit  for  the  Bu- 
finef.  committed  to  his  Charge. 

He  ought  to  be  perfectly  ikiU'd  in  Italian,  or  at 
leaft  in  ibme  other  Language  of  the  Nazarencs  ;  that 
fo  he  may  pafs  the  better  unfafpecled  among  the  Peo- 
ple where  he  reildes,  who  are  more  jealous  of  Stran- 
gers than  any  other  Nation  in  Europe.  'Tis  a  Crims 
thought  worthy  of  Imprifonment,  for  a  Venetian  to 
convene  with  a  Foreigner  too  frequently,  and  in  pri- 
vate. For  they  are  afraid,  left  by  that  Means  a  daiir 
gerous  Correfpondcnce  ihould  be  eftablim'd  betwixt 
fome  ill  affedted  Subjects  of  that  Commonwealth  and 
its  Enemies :  Whereby  their  Secrets  may  be  betrayed 
and  Meaiures  taken  to  ruin  them. 

For  this  Reafon  alfo  they  have  forbid  fatfe  Hair,. 
or  Perukes,  to  be  worn  by  any  in  their  Dominions, 
left  this  might  ferve  as  a  Difguife  for  Villains  and 
Traytors.  Yet  nothing  is  more  common  in  France 
and  other  Countries  of  Europe,  than  for  Men  to  wear 
on  their  Heads,  Ornaments  of  Women's  Hair,  in- 
ftead  of  their  own. 

As  to  Religion,  I  believe  they  will  not  much  trou- 
ble him,  being  not  Zealots  themielves.  And  provided, 
he  does  but  profefs  himfelf  a  Cbrijlian  and  Gatbo- 
lick,  they'll  make  no  farther  Inquifition. 

The  Italians  in  general  are  much  like  the  ancient 
Romans  in  their  Humour  :  Men  of  grave  Afpecl  and 
Carriage,  and  much  more  compofed  in  both  than 
the  French,  who  appear  ridiculous  throught  the  Le- 
vity of  their  Difcourfe  and  Actions.  The  former 
abound  in  fage  Precepts  of  Morality,  and  politick 
Aphorifms  which  ferve  as  a  Rule  whereby  to.  fquare 
the  Courfe  of  their  Lives  :  The  latter  only  affecfc 
fome  flaihy  Improvements  of  Wit  and  Converfation, . 
N  2  ftudy- 
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ftudying  rather  how  to  pleafe  Women  than  Men  j 
coveting  to  be  perfeft  in  external  Accomplifhments, 
and  the  Graces  of  the  Body,  whillt  they  flight  the 
more  valuable  Endowments  of  the  Mind.  In  a  Word, 
they  are  mere  Apes  and  Mimicks.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Italians  are  Men  of  an  awful  and  majeftick  Beha- 
viour, Iblid  Judgment,  and  deep  Reach.  If  you  fee 
them  fmile,  you  fliall  fcldosaor  never  fee  'em  laugh  : 
Whereas  the  Motion  of  a  Feather  will  fet  the  French 
a  braying  like  Afles.  Thefe  will  contract  a  warm 
Friendfhip  with  aay  Man  at  firft  Interview,  heighten 
it  with  a  Thoufand  Compliments,  make  him  their 
ConfefTor,  and  unbofom  all  their  Secrets.  Yet  a  fe- 
cond  Encounter  (hall  extinguish  their  Paffion,  and  a 
third  lhall  revive  again  :  Whereas  thofe  are  cautious 
and  flow  in  the  Choice  of  their  Friends ;  and  whea 
ence  that  Knot  is  dhTolv'd,  'tis  never  t©  be  faften'd 
there  again  :  They  are  irreconcileable  in  their  Hatred 
and  Revenge. 

But  there  are  Men  to  be  excepted  in  all  Nations, 
who  fall  not  under  thefe  general  Characters.  France 
affords  many  wife  and  learned  Perfons  ;  and  Italy 
not  a  few  Fools  and  Idiots.  Virtaes  and  Vices  are 
ftrangely  mix'd  in  all  People.  War,  Commerce  and 
Travel,  with  other  human  Occurrences,  alter  Men's 
natural  Difpofitions,  and  give  the  Lye  to  the  exadeft 
Obfervations  that  can  be  made.  Befides,  Time  chan- 
ges all  Things ;  and  the  Qualities  which  this  Age 
remarks  in  the  Italian^  may  in  the  next  be  transferr'd 
tp  the  French.  For  there  is  no  Conftancy  in  any  Thing 
uncer  the  Moon. 

Zeidivi\\\  find  great  Examples  of  Frugality  among 
the  ft/u./i(.n.',  ia  the  neceliary  Expences  of  their 
Perfons  and  Families";  yet  Abundance  of  Magnifi- 
cence in  \vhatever  relates  to  the  Publick,  which  the 
Subjects  of  that  Commonwealth  ferve  with  open 
Fuiils  and  free  Hearts. 

Indeed 
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Indeed  they  are  not  fo  remarkable  for  their  Tem- 
pera-ce,  as  fome  other  Parts  of  Italy.  Libertinifm 
and  Voluptoufnefs  reign  uncontroul'd  in  Venice  Wo- 
men and  Wine  are  there  almoft  as  cemmon  as  the. 
Ele;.ients.  Yet  'tis  obferv'd,  that  Strangers  generally 
debauch  more  with  both  than  the  Natives.  GOD 
preferve  Zeidi  from  their  Temptations 

If  it  be  his  Fortune  or  Duty  to  viilt  Padua,  he 
ought  not  to  make  too  long  an  Abode  in  that  Neil  of 
Philofophers  and  Phyficiaris,  left  they  firft  anatomize 
his  Soul,  difc'over  the  Secrets  of  his  Commifllon, 
and  then  turn  his  Body  to  a  Skeleton  ;  as  they  once 
ferv'd  a  Mocr,  whom,  they  difle&ed  alive,  to  make 
Experiment,  perhaps,  whether  a  Mahometans  Blood 
circulated  the  fame  Way  as  a  Cbrijlians. 

Thofe  Italian  Phyficians  are  very  cruel,  and  think 
it  no  Sin  to  try  Poifons,  and  other  fatal  Tricks  on  the 
Poor,  that  fo  ihey  may  be  the  better  able  to  keep  the 
Rich  on  the  Rack  at  their  Pleafure,  and  make  their 
Market  of  them. 

I  know  not  Z/-/a7's  appointed  Station,  or  what  Ci- 
ties he  is  to  fee  •  But  wherever  he  goes,  'twill  be 
necefiary  for  him  to  ufe  Abundance  of  Caution  ;  for 
the  Italians  are  the  clofeft.  flyeft  and  moft  judicious 
People  in  the  World. 

But  I  forget  that  he  is  chofen  by  the  Divan  for 
this  Employment,  to  whom  the  Characters  of  all 
Nations  are-known,  and  who  penetrates  into  the  m®il 
interior  Receifes  of  Men's  Spirits. 

Therefore  I  lay  my  Hand  upon  my  Mouth  "in  pro- 
found Submiffion,  and  acquiefce  to  my  Superiors : 
Still  praying,  that  the  Grand  Signior  may  have  faith- 
ful and  wileMinifters  at  Home,  and  no  Novices  for 
his  Agents  Abroad. 


Paris,   3d  of  the  2<a  Moen, 
of  the  Tear  1659. 


N  LET- 
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LETTER    XVI. 

To  William  Vofpcl,  a  Reclufe  of  Auflria, 

THERE  is  a  Street  in  Paris.,  which  they  call  the 
Strut  of  Hell.  The  Reafon  of  this  Name  is 
faid  to  be,  becaufe  at  one  End  of  it,  there  formerly 
flood  an  old  Heufe  poffefled  by  Devi's  ;  who  were 
fo  troublefome,  that,  as  the  Records  of  Paris  affirm, 
an  EC" id  of  Parliament  wa?  pafs'd  to  remove  al*  the 
Inhabitants  out  of  their  Houfes  in  that  Street,  and 
flint  up  the  Entrance  with  a  Wall.  Since  which, 
thefe  Damons  were  ex  pel  I'd  by  the  Cartbufiavs,  who 
buili  a  Monaftery  in  this  Place.  If  this  Story  be  true, 
it  reaoi.ndi  much  to  the  Reputation  of  that  Order, 
and  of  all  your  McnalHcks  in  general,  who  by  your 
ExorcHms  are  able  to  fubdue  the  infernal  Spirits.  But 
I  have  heard  fo  many  filly  Tales  of  Houfes  being 
haunted  by  Gi-of.s  ar.d  Hobgoblins,  that  I  know  not 
how  to  give  Credit  to  this. 

Befides.  when  1  confider  the  Nature  of  incorpo- 
real Beings,  it  feems  ridiculous  to  think  that  they 
can  take  Delight  to  play  the  Anticks,  to  frighten 
poor  Mortals  ;  cr  confine  themfelves  to  an  old  ruin'd 
La-Ale"  (for  fuch  was  this  Houfe)  for  the  Sake  of 
a  little  Sport  ;  when  according  to  .the  ancient 
Pkifcfopkers,  every  incor[ veal  Being  is  far-rr.ore  ex- 
cellent than  the  racRperfcfi  Body,  and  can  be  every 
i>J.-ct-f  :  Neither  are  they  at  any  Time  locally  prefent 
in  Bcdits,  but  only  by  Prcptnfion  or  Habit  are  in- 
clin'd  to  them  :  And  this  they  mean  of  living  Bodies. 
What  Charms  then  can  there  be  ki  an  old  retten  Fa- 
brick  of  Stone  and  Weed,  to  allure  and  detain  imma- 
terial Suijfaacet, 

Certairly  the  Nature  ef  thefe  feparatt  Beirigi  is 
very  remote  from  all  ccm^ourde-d  Bdrgi.  I  have  been 
ofttD  at  a  Lofs,  in  contemplating  the  Soul  of  Man. 
Sometimes  i;  feems  iuj  otlierwiie  diftinguifli'd  from 
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the  Soul  of  Erutts  than  by  being  united  to  a  Body  of 
different  Organs ;  which  caufes  us  to  mew  more  evi- 
dent Tokens  of  Reafon  than  they,  in  the  Faculty  of 
Difcourfe,  and  in  our  Actions.  Yet  when  Tconfider 
more  attentively  the  Operations  of  our  Mind  and  In- 
tellect, I  cannot  but  conclude,  there  is  a  vaft  Diftinc- 
tion  between  our  Souls  and  thofe  of  the  Beaib,  I 
have  with  Pleafute  obferv'd  the  Excellency  of  human 
IfttellecT:  in  Madman  and  Dreamers  ;  who  being  come 
to  themf lives  (as  we  ufually  fay)  relate  many  Things 
of  which  they  were  before  ignorant,  and  comprehend 
Thing--  furpafiing  their  former  Imaginations. 

It  appears  therefore  more  rational  to  me,  That  the 
Soul  is  every  where  and  no  where,  as  the  Ancients  fay, 
than  that  it  is  (hut  up  and  imprifon'd  in  the  Body,  as 
a  wild  Beaft  in  his  Den,  or  Liquer  in  a  Glafs.  ^iow- 
ever,  by  an  ineffable  Production  of  itfelf,  it  is  prefent- 
in  every  Part  of  the  Body,  as  the  Light  of  the  Sun  is 
diffufed  through  the  Air,  and  tan  as  foon  withdraw 
itfelf,  as  that  Light,  when  interrupted  by  a  Cloud. 
In  a  Word,  I  conceive  the  Soul  to  be  a  very  Free 
Agent,  and  thaHt  is  here  and  there  and  every  where. 
It  united  itfelf  to  a  Body  by  its'Own  Choice,  and  can 
retire  again  from  it  at  Pleafure. 

One,  cloftly  purfu'd  ,  Aft  of  Contemplation,  will 
at  any  Time  carry  thee  or  me  to  the  Inwfiblcs  when- 
ever we  go  refolutely  about  it. 

Paris,   lit  of  the  ^.th  Msont 
cf  the  Tear  1659. 

LETTER    XVII. 

170  the  Venerable  Ibrahim  Cadilefquicr  of 
Romcli. 

THERE  ha/  not  a  Year  efcap'd  fince  my  Ar- 
rival at  Paris,  wherein  I  did  not  fend  to  the 
JVlinifters  of  the  ever  happy  and  excellent  Porte,  con- 

ftanl 
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ftant  Intelligence  of  Battle,  Sieges,  Stroming  of  Towns, 
and  fuch  other  Occurrences  of  War,  as  happen'd  be- 
tween the  Kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain.  But  now 
I  believe  my  future  Difpatches  molt  cont  .in  other 
Matters.  For  in  all  Appearance,  this  War,  which 
has  lafted  four  and  twenty  Years,  is  in  a  fair  Way  to 
be  ended.  The  King  of  Spain  grows  weary  of  his 
continual  Lofies  in  Italy,  Flanders  and  Catalonia  : 
France  leans  glutted  with  perpetual  Victories  and 
Conquefts.  In  a  Word,  thole  two  potent  Monarchs 
laying  afide  their  Quarrels,  are  making  diligent  Pre- 
parations this  Year  for  a  Campaign  of  Frie-ndm.jp  and 
Love. 

They  are  both  in  Arm?,  yet  commit  no  A&s  of 
Holtiluy.  Whilil  Cardinal  MazKrini,  on  the  Part  of 
this  Crown,  and  Don  Louis  a"  Haro  dt  Gvfman,  Firlt 
Winifler  of  Spain,  are  gone  to  meet  each  other  on 
the  Frontiers  of  both  Kingdoms,  as"  Plenipotentiaries 
for  their  refpeclive  iVafters,  to  concert  the  Meafures 
of  a  lafting  Peace,  and  treat  of  a  Marriage  between 
the  King  of  Prance,  and  the  Infanta  of  Spain. 

All  Eurcpe  is  air,azed  at  this  furprizing  Change. 
And  the  French  and  Spaniards,  who  border  on  each 
other,  can  hardly  believe  their  own  Senles,  whilil 
they  fii:d  a  mutual  Commerce  reftor'd  between  their 
Frontiers  Towns  and  Villages,  which  had  been  inter- 
rupted ever  fnice  the  Year  1635,  about  fixteen  Moons 
before  I  came  to  this  City. 

But,  tho'  they  are  thus  difpofed  to  Peace  here  in 
the  Weft,  the  Northern  Monarchs  are  pufhing  the 
Oar  forward  in  Sweden,  Denmark  and  Poland,  with 
all  imaginable  Vigour  and  Animofity.  The  coming 
over  of  the  Elcfior  of  Erar.dcnli<rg  to  the  DaniJJj  Irt- 
tercfthas  mr.do  a  great  Alteration  in  their  Affairs. 
J-or,  whereas  Fsrtune  feem'd  before  in  ail  Things  to 
favour  the  S'ivedt's  ;  now  they  lofe  Ground,  and  find 
their  Attempts  uniuccefsful.  Four  thoufand' of  their 
Men  fell  before  the  Walls  of  Ctpenhage*,  in  three 

Night! 
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Night-s  and  two  Days;  which  caused  Kino-  Gufta-vur 
to  raife  the  Siege.  Whilft  the  Duke  of  Brandenburg 
retook  Frederickfodv*  and  thereby  reflor'd  to  the.Kino- 
of  Denmark  the  Provinces  of  Holjlein,  Jutland,  and 
Ditmarfen. 

The  Hollanders  alfo  have  made  a  Combat  with  the 
Swedes  at  Sea,,  and  funk  fourteen  of  their  beft  Ships  ~, 
befides  what  they  burnt  and  took. 

Thefe  Events  have  ftirred  up  leveral  Princes  to  me- 
diate a  Peace.  And  'tis  not  improbable,  but  in  a  lit- 
tle Time  we  may  fee  all  the  Cbrijtians  good  Friends : 
And  then  'twill  be  Time  for  the  Muffitlmans  to  be  up- 
on their  Guard. 

As  for  Mabmut,  he  will  not  fail  to  pry  into  the 
Counfels  of  thefe  Infidels,  and  fend  timely  Notices 
to  the  Porte-,  leaving  the  reft  to  the  Wifdon  of  his 
Superiors,  and  the  Pleafure  of  Deftiny. 

Paris,  2gth  of  the  6th  Moon, 
of  the  Tear  1659. 

LETTER    XVIII. 

TQ  Mufu  Abu'i  Yahyan,  Alfaqui,  Pro- 
fefTor  of  Theology  at  Fez.. 

THE  Character  which  the  great  and  illuftrious 
-  Abdel  Melee  Muli  Omar,  Pnfidmt  of  Prefidents* 
Grace  and  Ornament  of  ancient  Learning,  Oracle  of 
Africa,  and  Rejlorer  of  obfilete  Truth,  has  given  me 
of  the  profound  Wil'dom  and  Science,  fills  me  with 
Reverence  and  facred  Love.  1  am  ravimed  with 
Wonder  and  Joy  to  hear,  That  in  this  Age,  where- 
in the  MuJJitlman  Theology  has  fuffered  fo  many  In- 
novations, there  yet  furvives  a  Man  who  dares,  and 
is  able  to  afiert  againft  all  Oppofers,  not  only  the 
Primitive  and  Original  Truth,  brought  down  from 
Heaven  by  the  Hand  of  Gatrid,  but  alio  the  real 

and 
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and  indubitable  Sayings,  Sermons,  Counfelf,  and  Ac- 
tions of  the  Prophet,  whilft  he  was  on  Earth,  con- 
vening with  Morals,  before  his  Transmigration  to 
the  Gardens  of  eternal  Repofe  and  Solitude.  Thou 
art  the  Enoch,  the  Hermes  Trifmrgijlm  of  the  Age. 

I  have  feen  many  Copies  of  the  Zune,  or  the  Book 
of  Dcfliims  ,  each  pretending  to  comprize  the  whole 
Svftem  of  that  Divine  Pkilofofby  and  l>lrijdim,  which, 
dropt  from  the  Lips,  of  our  incomparable  and  mofl 
holy  Lavjgi<uer,  and  were  atteft.d  by  his  Wife,  the 
holy  Agtjha,  Mother  of  the  Faki.ful,  and  by  his  ten 
Diicipfes.  Yet  ail  thefe  various '  Tranfcripts  differ 
both  in  their  Senfe  and  Manner  of  Expreffions. 

I  have  perfued  the  Botks  entituled  Dalif,  or  1m- 
perfefi,  which  contain  the  Memoirs  of  his  other 
Wives  ;  and  the  Manufcripts  called  Maud/or  Frag" 
merits  :  Being  only  a  Collection  of  fome  felect  Sen- 
tences, Aphorifms  and  Parables  of  the  Sent  of  God. 
But  thefe  have  no  Authority  to  back  them,  fave  the 
Credit  of  fome  learned  Scribes,  who  were  not  familiar 
with  the  Divine  Favourite,  only  living  in  his  Time, 
and  taking  Things  on  Report. 

In  fine,  I  have  met  with  feveral  Parchments  of 
Zaquini)  or  pretended  Traditions  of  Abu  Becre,  Omar» 
and  Qtbman ;  but  thefe  I  efteem  as  fpurious,  corrup- 
ted, and  full  of  Errors. 

What  fliall  I  fay  ?  The  Zeal  of  Omar  EVn  AMtil- 
AztK,  the  Ninth  Caliph  of  the  Tribe  of  Merivan,  is 
not  unknown  to  me,  I  am  no  Stranger  to  his  fingu- 
lar  Piety,  not  to  be  match 'd  among  Crowned  Heads : 
For  of  him  it  is  recorded,  That  as  he  defcended  from 
the  Throne  at  the  Time  of  his  Inauguration,  he  gave 
the  Robe  from  his  Back,  as  an  Alms  to  a  peor  Man  : 
And,  that  during  his  whole  Reign,  he  fpent  but  two 
Piafters  a  Day  on  himfelf.  And  fo  great  was  his 
Refignation  to  Deftiny,  (an  admirable  Virtue  in  a 
Srveieign  Emperor)  that  when  he  was  on  his  Bed  in 
his  laft  Sickncfs,  and  was  counfell'd  to  take  Phyfick, 

he 
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he  anfwer'd,  "  No  ;  If  I  were  fure  to  heal  my  felf 
"  only  by  reaching  my  Finger  to  my  Ear,  I  would 
"  not  :  for  the  Piace  to  which  am  going,  is  fall  of 
"  Health  and  Blifs. 

1  his  Caliph  was  a  Miracle  of  Humility,  and  his 
Charity  always  kept  him  poor  :  Mojiema  Eb\  Ab<fil 
Milec  relates,  that  going  to  vifit  Omar  on  nis  Death- 
bed, he  found  him  lying  on  a  Coach  of  Palm  Leaves, 
with  three  or  four  Skins  inftead  of  a  Pillow,  his  Gar- 
ments on,  and  a  foul  Shirt  underneath-  Seeing  this, 
M'-jlcma  was  grieved,  and  turning  to  his  Sifter  Phate- 
ma  the  Emprefs,  he  faid,  "  How  comes  it  to  pafsrhat 
"  the  Great  Lord,  Commander  of  the  FaithfuJ,  ap- 
pears in  fo  fqualid  a  Condition  ?"  Shereply'd,  "  As 
thou  liveft,  he  has  given  away  all  that  he  had,  even 
to  the  very  Bed  that  was  under  him,  to  the  Poor,  and 
only  referv'd  what  taou  ieeit,  to  cover  his  Naked- 
nefs."  Then  Moftcma  could  not  refrain,  but  burlt 
orth  into  Tears,  faying,  "  God  mew  thee  Mercy  upon 
Mercy,  thou  Royal  Saint :  For  thou  haft  pierced 
our  Hearts  with  the  Fear  of  his  Divine  Maj-fty." 
This  Caliph  was  numbered  among  the  Saints. 

He  it  was,  that  perceiving  the  Contradictions  and 
Difputes  ©f  the  M '  Jjulmans,  the  Darknels  and  Con- 
fufion  in  the  various  Copies  of  the  'iune,  or  Book  of 
Doctrine,  afTembled  a  General  Divan  or  Mullahs  and 
learned  Men  at  Damafcus,  from  all  Part*  of  the 
Empire  :  Commanding  that  all  the  Manuscripts  of 
the  Zune,  which  were  extant,  mould  be  brougnt  into 
this  Aflembly,  on  Pain  of  Death  to  him  thac  fhould 
detain  one.  This  being  done,  he  commanded  Six  of 
them  to  be  cliofen  out  of  the  whole  Number  by  Vofe  ; 
Men  eminent  for  Leaning  and  Piety  ;  and  that  thefe 
Six  mould  feverally  colled,  out  of  all  the  Multi- 
tude of  Copies,  each  Man  a  Book,  containing  *  ji.it 
he  thought  to  be  the  moft  genuine  DijcoutJ^  ol  Uie 
Propbctt  concerning  this  World,  and  that  which  is  to 
come.  When  this  was  executed  according  to  his 
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Will,  he  commanded  all  the  old  Becks  to  be  burnt  in 
a  Held  near  Dumsjcus. 

Yet  after  all  the  religious  Care  of  this  holy  Calif  b, 
to  reftore  the  Writings  to  their  primitive  Integrity, 
the  Mufiulmans  foon  fell  into  new  Contention,  about 
the  Srnfc  %ttA.Jntfrfrttatiov  of  thofe  corrupt  Ccpies  of 
the  Xune .  From  whence  fprung  the  Four  Cardinal 
Stfis,  on  which  all  the  innumerable,  letter,  and  latter 
Divifions.  among  True  Btlic-vtrs  are  founded 

1  cannot  therefore  but  inwardly  rejoice,  and  from 
jny  Heart  highly  applaud  the  Method  taken  by  thofe 
of  our  renowned  College,  to  .difcern  the  true  Doc- 
.trines  and  Sayings  of  the  Holy  Prophet,  from  tbofe 
which  are  Suppcfuions,  by  comparing  all  the  Beaks 
that  are  extant  together,  and  reducing  Matters  of 
Divine  Revelation,  to  the  Analogy  of  the  dlcin.n ; 
Thofe  of  Philosophy  and  mcral  Regards,  to  the  Stan- 
dard of  Experience  ar.d  Reafon  ;  for  it  is-impious  to 
.believe,  That  the  D-i<vine  Jtyojile  would  impofe  any 
Thing  on  our  Ft  ith,  repugnant  to  the  Senfe  of  Men, 
or  the  exprcfs  Wili  of  Heaven.  By  the  Soul  ef  Pytha- 
goras, Mahomet  faid  noth:ng  but  what  was  rational 
.and  evident  to  any  unprejudiced  Mind.  But  the  great - 
£&.  Part  of  thele  Sectaries  are  befotted.  They  form  :p 
themfelves  faile  Notions  of  GOD  and  his  Prophets, 
And  think  to  merit  Paradife  by  their  Stupidity. 

Reverend  sHf^qui,  I  have  much  .more  to  fay  to 
thee,  and  many  Quellions  to  afk ;  "but  Time  and  the 
Grand Signicr's,  Service  force  me  to  conclude  abruptly, 
vvilhing  thee  Perfection  of  Blife. 
\ 

Paris,  2  Qth  of  the  6th  Moon,  of 
the  Tear  1659,  according  to 
the  Lhriftian  Style'. 


The  End  of  the  Fifth  VOLUME. 
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